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l^REKACK. 


Tt was at the re<|uest v>f Riijtt SiifUya, Krishna, 
a descendant ef ^raharaja * Kubkissen’s, tlmt I 
underto«.>k to writt* this hook. The materials were 
obtained h\' tlu* t‘tfbrt.s }in<t jit the expense ot* the 
fttvjti. tiiid Ji«‘ hji.s horiK* the <*rtst of* printinji'.dhci 

pubiictitlon. • 

i h»; H.on^l)K‘ ^Sil• •)<>hii W •M>dl>ui'n, »ts \Ieinber in 
i'lmiee ot the |{<>iiic ] )<‘| >art 1 1 ten t of" t he f xovei’nmeiit 
of In.lia, o,.v<- p, i mi.K.xioii t,, xeai. h the <.ld records 
in the I^ihiary of his < tthee. Mr. (^11. .w. Sir Williaiu) 

C ^ nil i u, Sta-ret jiry t<>^hc- l‘'oreij4^ii 1 )e pai'ti iitjii t, 
<<ave. at the re<|Ue.st of t he Hon’hleSir A K. Miller. 
ae<-ess to the records i ii J he 1 .,i I a a r\- of hi.s ( d'lp* 

Hon’l)|<. Mr. H. . 1 . S.'Cotton allowed a »ear<*h in 
the rec-or.ls of the Heiieiid t •. .M < ssrs. t i ri ndc>-. 
Holton an<l X. K. l:{<.s<- e-|„|,te<l |>< rnii.s.sion to seartdi 
the pitpers in the oHi<'e «»| the Hoarti of H,«jveniie, 
Hower Hrovin<-es. ^Haja Hajendra Xaivtyiin l>i‘h 
Halnnlur otfereil In-Ip by le,n<line pa|><?Ts ainl hocj^s 
fr.nn his lihrai y. J)r. M orison n^nlered valuable 
services by sup^>l,vi no e< .pies of j.apers that he found 
by a .lilioent .sear. b in the Hritish ^tluseuin ainl 
the Hi bra ry of the In^ra Ofhce. To the n.einorv 
ot Raja Hajendra X'ara^an ainl Mr. X. K. Hose 
a j^rjiteful tril^iit*- i.s offered ; and I-biJa J-timrv'a 
K.rishini ayd myself teinlci- our wih’ine.st ^acknowledg- 
ments t». the other® oentlemeu for the help thtTv 
have j^'iven. 


sa 
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all opinions expressed^ in the book and for 
^ of style and arrangement none is respon- 

fexcept mynelf. No^ portion of the work has 
been touched by any hayd but mine, 

in the sj^elling of Indian names I hiive followed 
the custom of leading English writers and not any 
principles of transliteration. The subject of these 
Mbjnoirs appearf^ to have been in the habit of 
sigifing his name as “ Nubkissen. ’’ In contem- 
porary documents he is generally referred to as 
Nubkissen, Nribkissen or JNobokissen. ’^fhere 
high authority also fi>r writing Nuneomar.” 

The Index has l>een compiled ‘by my son-in-law, 
Ashu Tosh Ileb, M.A. ^ 


N. N. uhosp:. 


ThK “InUIAN XaTKjN ” ^ 

Sejttt‘tnher IVOl, ^ 
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<'11AI*TEK T. 

ANH-Kt'TKY ASI> T» M K ANl* I’l.At'K OK ElUTH. 

- Ik it >=* trno t!.a» tl.<- wo.M .l«. s not know its ,r,.out,.st 
men, it is tr,.o no loss that ...on .lo not inv..ri..l.l y know tho.r 
host IV.o.nls or thoi.- ffroatost Uonofactors. It is prol.aUly ..s 
true now as it was i.. the .lays of Maoanlay that -.-Hrcely - o..e 
in ton, ovo.i a...o..« Fn.jilish jrontlo.non ot h.Kl»y cnlt.vated 
min.ls, oan t.dl who wo.x th.; battle of Ib.xar who perpetrate.! 
the .nassacos .,f Pat. .a, whether Sojah l>.>wlah r.ile.! m 
(>..<le, or i.. T.avancore, or whether llolkar was a 
a Mns-ul.na.. 1*. inoe." The K. eat Heviewor ro^retted that 
the or<li..a. v K..elish...a.. was so little ‘•o..r.o..s to know how 
a han.lful of his oount. y...e... soparat.al fr...n their home by 
a.. i..J.nonso ..o.-a.i, si.b/pieatod i.. the on.-.* ol a few ye"*''.. 

o.ieofthe eroat.^st o.npiVes in the w o.bl ’* --a'he.e is l.t^le 

reason to wo...lor. th.-refore, tl.at Fn, ehsh.nen have even 
less infor...ati.>n a...l .curiosity about those s.lont and secret 
heeanse .p.iot an.!* ....a.nbitio.ts workers, espec.ally .1 they 
of another c... plexio.i an.! <len.«-m. of another 
oli.ne who f..r,.ishe.l the .ideas un.l s.i^M‘'«bMl the steps 
that ’led to the establish.nent of England's great 
in the east. If th.y know so Uttle of tht^ a.-h.eve.nents. o« 
Clive and Hastings, what can they Khow ot 

XubkiSsen,-the plans h^ made, the informat.on he gave, the 
protection he .endered, the dangers he bra^.l or warne.! 
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the light he throw on* the designs of M{«homed:m 
the intricacies he unravelled,* the peace he maintained, 
possibilities of empire that he saw and revealed to a 
of merchants, bold ami adventurous no donht, but 
apparently not yet alive to ttte grandeur of the prospect before 
them*? The formal H istories are as a rule silent about 
!Nubkissen, or els^ they retail trivial gossip. Grovernor Verelst, 
an unimpeachable authority on the affairs of his own times, 
does justice in a genc^ral way to Nubkissen's s€‘rvices. 

“^Niibkissen ia a Native Hindu who had been extremely zealous 
in the liinglish cauae dxiring the troubles pieceding Meer .Taffei’s 
elevation to the Subahdaree. When the war brcjk^ out with Meer 
Ooaaim, he attended Major Adams and continued with that commander 
till the Subahdar was driven out of the ^Provinces. His address and 
• aJi^ch.ment to the Engliah recommended him to Eord CJliv^e, wlio 
made him Hanian to the Committee, in which he continued thrt‘e 
years, likewise of Mr. Verelat^a career.” 

And Hor<l Thurlow referred to him in the following 
terms, addressing the lIous<‘ of T>or<ls during the trial of 
Warren Hastings : ® 

“Nublrtsaen was the Eei’aian preceptor of Mr. Hastings so far 
back as the year 1750, when they wt^re both young men, ami that he 
was indebted for his elevation, his present high rank and great 
fortune, solely to his early connection with Mr. Hastings, during 
whose administration he only stood inferior in point <>f tunol iiment.s 
or j>olitical con8ec[uence to Mahomed Reza Oawn.” 

• Unfortuni^^ly, historiai^ have not thought fit to indiciite 
the specific character of his services or to show the nature 
, and sources of his ‘Apolitical conse<pience/’ Mill makes no 
reference to h^m ; Orme does not. mention him ; his name 
is absent from the pages of Sic ♦John Malcolm. An acute 
observer of Indian life has said ^ith truth : 

A‘ As Buropeana have ever received credit for work I'eally done hy 
ifat^es, it is more thtm probable that many dipla»matic results which 
go by others* name were Anally attained by Navakriahniv” 

It is scarc^y possible for a^w’rite^’ to-day, especially where 
he has little o^ortunity of access to old and official records. 
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to suppljT the which htstoriaiis have left, 

caonot uoetirth politituil huri<*tl iii iiticieiit aT\il 

secret records, he may dissipate some at least of tlu‘ 
that time and aiirhoriry ha>ie come to associate with ^ 
jrreat name. He may also throw^some li^ht oh the social and 
personal history of a distin^uishetl historic character.. The 
attempt that is made in these padres has no other than the 
modest purpose of piecing to;^<‘ther the availahle tacts, politi- 
cal ami private, of Maharajah Nubkisseji’s career, ot calling 
attention to the sort of evidence on which certain cujrent 
iiieas in regard to his work and charactc-sr dep€»nd, ancl of 
presenting a ske4eh of the man and his times, which shall be, 
far as distance of time* an*i thei changed lights and shadows 
of society will allow, real and faithful. 

As regards the ancestry of Nubkissen, the one original 
<lociiment that it is possible •to discover is a manuscrij)t 
entitled ‘‘ An Account of the late Maharajah Nubkisseii 
Bahadoor, required by and delivered to A. Stirling, Esq., 
l^ersiaii S€*cr<*tary to Grovernment, on the 30th April 182.T.” 
This was written either by Raja Sir y,adhakanta JJt^va Baha- 
dur, or by some* other p(*rsoii or persons at his 

instance and under his guidance. It is obviously based on 
family tradition ; possibly it embodies also the traditional 
gossip of society. How much of it is absolute historical 
truth it is ilifficult to say, but there is no ^ason to reji^ct 


it except where it is manifestly improbable, self-contra- 
dietory, or in conflict with ascertained facts. It is certainly 
the basis of as inuch as relates to Maliariyah Nubkisseii 
in the liupid Skt^tch a/ L,ife of liufa UiuUuikunta. 

Jtei'o. nahculoor, t^ith some*'^otiee» of his Ancestors, hu the 
Kditors of the Rajas Saifdakalpadranva (ISSU). In this 
country family Wstory is most preseved 

form of tradition ; and ordirtlirily sue* legends arc reliable. 
A man transmits to his ?on the story of the family just as he 
learut it from his father. .\ny errors that be Hjay deliberately 
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or carelessly commit arc liabk? to he corrected by the 
elders of his society, for a man’s, family history is often 
known to many persons besides himself. This Acrount is the 
earliest record of the origin <^f the family of th(‘ Sovabazar 
Rajas. It has Ull th(i appeamiiice of a carefully a-certaine^J 
and Ijone.stly acceptetl narrative ; and it must be presumed 
to have been prepared with a diK^ sense* of rtvsponsibility as 
it had to be <.lelivert*d to Oovcuai ment in response to a 
rcici^nisition. Tllirty-four years after its submission to Grovern- 
irient, tlie editoi's ol tlie Stifnlukcil pitd ru um — an eneyclopcediji 
of Sanskrit Iccarnin^- — took the responsi bility of piiblishin o- 
the I^apnl Sketch, which, for its notice oh iibkissen, was 
wholly indebted to the Aci'oun t . 

The ‘‘ founder '' of tin* family, in the s(*nse in which 
that word is understood by the iikiis — eenealoeists or 

heruhls, that is, the <*arliest Mu»mber ot‘ it who reeeive<l a 

ilefinite Si^cial r<*co^ni tion, was Srihari Beva, the tw<‘nty- 
f<!>urth in asciMjt from Nubkissim. He was s<*ttlcd in a 
vr’da^e named Ivansoiui n<*ar f»toorslH*da bad. Several of 
his ch'seewdants came to be men of w<*alth and position, 
but it is not nect»ssary liere to 'im^ntion anv ot‘ th(*m until 
we come to J>evi<las Muimooa<lar, t‘i^h tecnitli in dc*sc*ent, 
who was appointetl Ivanun^ot* of B(*r^un:ia IVToorii^acha, 
in the district of 24-Perouiinas, where he came to reside. 
It^kmini Ivan^il^, one of th<^ sons of llevidas, s(*ttled in 
Panchatrram, and was appointed by IVIahahat Jun^. Nawab of 
Moorshetlabad, mafia^er of the estate of K<*shuh Ham Hay 
C^haudhuri, the minor 2^emin<lar of l*er^*unna IVIoora^acha. 
Hukmini Hanfk Vyavaiharta, for so he was called, was suc- 
ceetled in the* mana^<*mont of the estate by his ehlest son 
Haines wara. Hamchui*n, the second son of Hameswara, pro- 

^er^lotl to IVToorshedabatl, introduced himself to the Hoy-Hoyan 
t bain Hoy, and offe'rt^ to inerense the revenue of Per^unna 
MooraCTucha td Hs. 50,000. fte wa§ appointed Ohdudur^ or 
Ilevonue farmer, for that pergunna. He cjuitted his abode in 
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Purounua iVlcK>i'a.gacha. and Uitilt a liouse ut Cwovindpor^ 
i'ulcutta, where, having h‘t*t his family, he proceeded to Moor- 
shedabad and presented himself to Nawah Mahabat Juu>^ and 
the Hoy-Hoyaii. He was appohi’od Salt A;jjent and 1 'hlleotor 
of Hijli, Tumlook, MahishudiU, and som#t> other places. 
He appears to have atapiitted himself with ^reat credit^, for 
the Xawab afterwards appointed him Dewan of the Pro- 
vince of Caittack. The Subdular ot‘ the }'rovinet‘, Maniindilin 
Khan. an<l Dewan Ham t ’hnrn, wtne stmt XSy the Nawab 
with a considerabh^ f'orc^c* to oppo-^e a IVIahratta incursion. 
On their way from Midnapore to (’attack they \v«‘rc' can^dit 
at a disadvantao; 4 ?‘, and the D«'wan, though lie tbnoht bravely, 
;^t last fell o vcM'po were< b Dc^wan Ram Olinrn lett three 
infant sons, says the Ar<*>ui*f ; and his property was lost to 
the family by the th-ath of Fakhar d'ojjar, a Nvealth mm chant 
of Mn^hlv, in whose custody it ^ia«l het'ii kept. 

Ni7bkissen was th<' youn-est of the three sons. Thc^y 
could not all have bem\ literally in fa n t s at t he time of thc^lr 
father's death, hut they hmst all have been youno, a^d 
Nuhkissen was in all probability an infant. His eldest 
brother was Ham Sunder, Jr»»d his next ehler was Maiiic-k 
( ’hundc'r. Dewan Hain (’hum had not |n*ohahl\' had time to 
ac {uir<' any lamb'd prop<*rty. He bail built only n house in 
Calcmtta, ami as hc' had separated from his rc'lativc'S and was 
livino in C’alcutta only with his wite aml^littlc' children, 
whom a^ain ho had to leave wlic'm'vor lie bail to proc',c'<'<l on 
business, it is very likely that In* had h'f^ bis pc'rsonal estate^* 
with onci or more friends whom he trustc'ci. And that c'stato 
was liable to be lost to the family either by tl/e death of any 
of those friends, or by bis c#vti death, A trust of wliicdi no 
living person w’as aware mi^ht be betra^'ed wdtb impunity. 
Ham Oh urn's wdjow, wdio, accord in^^ to m cc rtain traditJ[o|^, 
came from the family of the •Boses of •Sarisa, appears to havc^ 
had some little propert/ in her possession with which she was 
able to maintain and educate her children and to huihl a new 
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house in d'ovinclpore, her foi»mor resitlonce huviiig been 
encroached on by the river. ^Vher^ Ram Sunder became tit 
for business he at first did the duties of Ameen or Supervisor 
of Punchcote, commonly caljed Puchet, and some other 
places, and supported his fttmily (which is to be understood 
in a ndu sense) for some years. 

The place of Niibkissen’s birth is uncertain. It is not 
possible to ascertain whether he was born at Moora^aeha 
at^ was a member o^ “ the family ” that was left in the 
hou^e in Oalcutta when his father j^roceeded to IMoorshedahad, 
or ho was born in that house itself after the family hatl 
migrated there. Oovindpore, it may be •added, was the 
site of the present Fort William, the lines of which weive 
traced by Olive in 1758- The probability is that as Ram 
Ohurn held bis two last appointments after his removal to 
Oovindpore, the youngest <*f his infant sons ” was born 
there. The appointments too could not have been hehl for 
af^y length of time. If I^^ubkissen was actually born at 
Oovindpore there is a fitness in flio ^decree of destiny that 
reared a bulwark of England’s empire in the east on the 
very soil that received tlie child that was eventually to h<dp 
in laying the foundations of that empire. What a discovery 
it would be that would identify the place of Nubkissen’s 
birth as the very spot where the corner-stone of the Fort 
was laid ! 

• « 

The date of Nubkissen’s birth is even more uncertain 
than the place. j\ccoxint describees him as “ a youth 

attending school ” in 1756 when he is said to have been 
appointed MunShi to the East India Company. The 
SIcetcH lepresents him in more pi^cise terms as a youth of 
16 in that year. These shitements have to be rejected, 
«one faot whioh* stands on high authority and is least 
open to question is • that Ntibkissen was the Persian 
preceptor of Mr. Hastings as far %ack as 1750 when he 
must have l^f^ school and could not certainly be a bov of 
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ten. Ivord Ohancellor Thui^ow was, in tlio ofi 

Macaulay, “ the most <K>nspicuons champion of Warren' 
Hastings.” It cannot be presnmed that the veteran Jawyer 
spoke without book. The statement as to ^ubkisson must 
have been part of his instrrtotions whicR in the last 
resort hail come from Hastings himself. In view oC this 
well attestx'd fact, the supposition that Nubkissen was born 
in 1740 cannot be entei'tained. When was he born then ? 
It is impossible to say. A writer ii^a C^alcut'a inagax^^io 
:issumed” that he was born about the year 1732^. The same 
dat<‘ is gi\en, ujH>n grounds that are not stated, by a writer 
in the flindno newspaper,^ who wrote prob4vbly at the 

lailding or umler tht‘ sup<‘rvision of the well-known scholar 
and antii^nariaii, l>r. Ha jendra Bala ISIitra. Bet the year of 
N ubkissc^ii’s birth tlum be assumetl to bo 17 32, the year in 
which W^arren Hastings saw th^ light. Cl eorge II had then 
reigned for five yi^ars ; the Hast India Company, whose Charter 
had been renewi'd two years before and who now for the firSt 
time began to make np atinual accounts, was a body 
merchants with no f>olitical power or^ ambition ; Clive (born 
Septembiu' 21t, 17 25} was a rowdy boy of seven at Hope Hall. 
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Eaui.y IjIkk --Skuvioks to Vuk <\>Mi‘ANYj 17:>0-17.'>7. 

lirst in ^ iil>lcisst*ii s iili*, ol wliicli ;in^ tiling 

is known, is his upiiointnuMit :is IVisiun tutor to \V“arr.*n 
llnsli.ios. On the 8tli of Ootoher ITnO, oioht yoiino inon for 
tho (hv7l S<M vic.‘ iirrivocl at Galeutk*. \Varroi» Hastings was 
on«* of thorn, ami shortly aftor his arrival, hofore tho close of 
th<‘ y<*ar, his tutor was ap|>oint*‘»l . The writer ot a tronPhant 

criti*iue on the l^aftid SkittU, who refuses to believe any tact 
ijot r<“<!orih‘il in any puhlisinal history hy a Europt'an or a 
Mahome.lan writer, ^ives hiinsi lf the liberty to spei-.ulate on 
the way in which Nubkissen fr^it his first appointment. 
Niibkissen, ln> ti'lls us, was way:ine; for a ve ssel arrive, 

and as soon as the eiobt youne; men landed in Calcutta, 
the exp.‘ctant Bengalee youth was retained as a tutor fi*i* 

J1 jist i n^s. Us ac^count is «ircumstantial : — « 

“ Will If he was yet \» itliin his teens, his father probably died, 
ami he was reared up with his otjier C) brothers hy his needy mother, 
lie picked lip some knowledge of the Persian, then the fashionable 
study and the t’ourt laiiK'iafte, in his villaKe, which he greatly in- 
creased by self-culture. The Knglish settlement at Chutanutty was 
the nearest town. As he liegan to grow up tow.irds manhood and as 
the respon.sibilities of life began daily to press ui«mjiim, he no doubt 
used to repair to it often in <picst»of employment from its mJfliy 
native mei-chauts and s/,n/iiU. In those dayj^ when ships visited 
Peiigal at long intervals^ the arrival of one from Kurope was anxious 
ly expected by nunieT-ous i>eople. Some of the Company’s servants 
expected promotion, others feared degradation. Ywung cadets, who 
had ruined themselves by pillows and harems, exjjecteil a dull letter 
from their imrent.s, which they were sure not to read, and a - lemit- 
tance. Na^^ive Banians, who had successively eiipipjad newly amoved 
Kuropeans, expectedlresh batches. Without any detiiiiUi expectation 
Navakrishna, with the imaginaft^n of an youthful^ Uriental, could 
hardly have failed, as he remarked these vessels come one by one, to 
picture to himself that in one of these was to come^ the sUtj/tib who 
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destined to make liis fortune. If Le did indulge in such a fancy 
lie was not deceived.” 

' . writer was a youthful Oriental at the time he 

^^vjewed the l^upiti Sfceteh^^ his imagination beats even 
^iibkissen s. fci the absence of an account with any preten- 
sions ^to authenticity, the safest course is to be silent with 
regard to the occasion and causes of the appointment. 

Nubkissen’s next appointment was that of iVloonshee to 
th^East India*Oompany. The circumstances of this appoint- 
ment, as given in tliG^A cco?^nt, are definite enough. Inconse- 
quence of the tyrannical conduct of Nabob Serajuddowlah, 
llaja Rajbullabha (who was a Vaidya by p/iste, of Dacca) 
fled from Moorshedabad and took refuge at Calcutta. The 
Nabob issued a perwannah to Mr. Drake, then Grovernor of 
tUxlcutta, directing him to seize and send the Raja to him. 
Mr. Drake refused to seize and send him, and stated that if 
the Nabob had any demands against him, he would make tiie 
Itaja pay immedintoly on bein|< informed of tl«o particnlara. 
T|»e Nabob, incensed at this answer, addressed to him another 
perwannah threatening him that if ho did not forthwitJi 
deliver up the Kaja he w'ould send his troops to seize the Hafa 
and drive the English ont of Bengal. Mr. Drake, who had 
not sufficient force to repel an attack, was thrown into 
perplexity, but Baja Bajbullabha assured him of the sympathy 
of the Sirdars, .with whom evidently he had been in communi— 
ca&on. The Ministers and Sirdars of the Nabob, or at least 
several of them, j<S5nod together and sent a Bersian letter 
from Moorshedabad to Mr. Drake by « messenger, who 
delivered it to ^r. Drake with the instruction that it was a 
letter which contained importiA^t secrets and should not be 
placed in the hands of a Mahomedan, but must be read and 
?*^P^®***®*^ ** JEiindo. B4r. Drake, without showing that 

letter to the Company*? Moonshpe, Tajuddin, ordered his men 
to look for a Hindu Moonshe^. Oncthat day Nubkissen had 
gone to Burrabazar in Calcutta, when one of Mr. Drake’s 

O 
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men ascertniiiing? that ho was oc<iuuintod with U»e .Pereiaw-? 
lanKuago took him to JMr. Drake. Nuhkis»<n read awl 
explained the letter, and wrote out, under instructions of 
course, an answer to it. He ajaiuitted himsslf so well, that 
the Oovernnnnit being pleased -with him nptiointeil him to 
the office of Moonshee of tlie Kast India t’ompany^ and 
granted him a palankeen with hearers for his conveyance and 

nip^^c's for his outfit. ^ i i • 

There is nothing improhahle in this aooonnt, and having 
regard to the .juarter from which it comes it may very well 
he accepted. Nuhkiss. n la'camc Moonshee ot the Kast India 
(Jompany in 1.75G. He had already h.-en for six 
Persian tutor to Mr. Warren Hastings ; and it is prohahle 
that Mr. Drake re<niired his seivices ns interpreter ot tin- 
h th r after he ha.l ax < rtained the fact of his being a trusted 
employe of Hastings. That <Sluhkissen should have been 
in Hurrahazar just at the time when Drake’s men were look- 
ing for a Hindu of his .lualificntions and should have h<<tm 
invited h> accompany thenf to their mnster, may seem, froi« a 
certain point of view, extraordinary. But it lias to he re- 
memhered that nctM<lcnt8 dtT happen,* and have often la eii t le 
makiii.r of great men. The combination of circumstances 
was to the anxious youth, no doubt accidental, or, more 
truly, providential, hut there was r< ally nothing extraordinary 
in the fact that he was in a particular plae,** at a parti^lar 
time and happened to meet parlicular men. What to Nuh- 
kisseii was a lucky accident, happened iff the ordinary course 
of things and had»nothing of a sudden or surprising charac er 
i„ it There is no <loubt that Nubkissen ^id become the 

Moonshee of the East Ingla Company. He was Moonshee 
also to Hastings, ami afterwards to Lord Clive. 

Authentic Ijiatory gives incidental «orrol>oration o^ c 
circumstances, except only, as regards one comparatively 
triviirt matter of dctaM. W^ have it on the authority of Sir 

John Malcolm that one of the excuses which Si rajuddowh. i 
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made for a quarrel with the d^nsHsh was that they had 
given protection to one of his subjects who had lied with great 
j|rerisure. 

■ “ Tfie person the Nabob alluded to was Kiahendass, the son of the 

late Dewan [Raja Rajbuliabhal <>f the Nabob of I>acca, who visited 
Calcutta on h.s way to Juggernath ; and as he was strongly reco.n- 

tldefoVc Calcutta, by Mr. wLt.s, the 

U.e Con Coesunba^r, on account of services rendered by his fa.nily to 
the Company, he was treated with kindness and attention. ” ■ 

C Iho pcr.son of thi^, subject, the Nabob was informed, sj.ould 
>e loservod for his plea.sure ; and proof was offered that the 

TherrTs tr*" -ith had no existence. 

i n !, . T it was not Raja Raf- 

bullabha but h,s son that took refuge in f^alcuth,. 

Onne gives a detailed account of the circumstances which 
Sj^a.,uddowlah w-auted to make out as constituting a eau.a 

Klian b. "jinied Uajabullub, had succeeded Hossein Cooley 

w 1 Minister to Newagis [Covernor 

te^mred^ to nlatr"^;” i-P-’^ling ZntL ,.72. 

and fioi d::n\ rg ;;inr = 
for son.etin.e, he order!! T.S Ton •‘ ■•■-■'-I 

^ K-issendass to remove them fiom 

that city, under pretence of going a pilgrimage to the Pagoda of J.,.. 
gcrnath, on the coast of Ori.xa.” » t-agoda of Jug- 

lustead of gomg through the ehauuels at tl.e bottom of tl.e 

thfo tJanges to the Jelingeer river 

thioii^h which he Sitovod the Huoli. His f i 

at Moorshedabad, requested Mr. Watts, the 'iCuglVsh 'ci2t 
Cossimbazae, to secure for him protection umicr tl.e 
presidency of Calcutta for a ^w dav.s. Mr. M^•.tts 1 ■ d 
rea.sons to oblige the Oowan and advfsed the presidency lo 
e^ply v^-.th the req uest. Hi., letter to the p'resideT^^^on 

‘ /Vic /.,/> J/ohert, VI.,, [>8H6]. V,,|, 1 ., ,^7 

Vol. Ik’ ''Z2l7l1. .x.a..,n .n 
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tliis snl>joet Imd scarccdy arrived in < *aloiitta lMdor<' <ho boatif 
of Kissondaes appeared in^si^ht. The Prc^sitlent, Mr, Orako, 
was not in town, hut th<' rest of thf>‘ Council admitted* 
Kissendass into C'alcutta. Th^ fact of the ^admission was 
soon known at IVIoorsliedahad. •It woumled^ the pride of 
Serajiuhlowlah aiiil exasp<u*a ttul his mind. 

“ Sii raj iidil( > w IhI), iiuiaodijitely Jiftor the death of Alhiverd^', \vjiJ< 
|>ro4< lai iiie'il, and j>rejj3ti'ed ti> attaek the* widow of Nt'W'a^in ^liilutiiied. 
Not iiioi'e than one oi- t wt> chiyn aftei* hin aeet‘HHion, lit* wi’ote a U*tLt‘i* 
to tlie President t>f C’aicntta, oixloiiii^ him tt»* deliver up K-iHseiufaH, 
with hirt treasui'eH.” * 

Theri‘ is sat isf'aet or^' i-^vithaice silso of thi‘ exist imci* 
of a confe(h*rac*y ol* Sc‘ra j udtlowlah's oftie€*rs which was 
iA comm iinicat ion xNifh the tV>uni!il at C^ilcaitta. llistoi-y 
<lta‘s not pursue to any ^rtuit hmetli thi‘ corrt'spomhmce 
he tween tin* Naholi and Mr. l>rak<s hut the * urse; of 
c \<‘nts show(‘d concl usi vtdy that Mr. Drake's answers could 
not have been accom imalat in o. If them history confirms the 
tt( so far, and, lor the ^’i»st, is silent, tiuu’e is no r<*ason 
to presume aeainst th<‘ accuracy' of its narrative as a whole. 

Nuhkissen di<l oood .■>^oi*vic<'i t<i thi^ (Jompaiiy almost 
from the nioimmt of his appointnnmt as its Moonslua*. The 
Kii^lish Cirovern men t , <»xp<dle<l from ('ahaitta in 175(>, was 
ai*co m moda te<l on hoai*<l a s<*hoon<*r n<*ar the* pi»sti 1 4*rous 
shores of Kulta, They received, how<*v<*r, as the Kc*v. d. 
Jion^ assures us, r<*eiihir ami iiyportant information r<*sp<“*>t- 
iii<j^ the movem<*nts at Moorsh<*<laha<l^ t hrou^jh Warr<‘ii 
Hastings, then ('onimercial A^ent th<*r(*. It is not too much to 
assume that Hastings’s own informant was Nj^jhkissen. Th<* 
same writer ^ivi*s us mory <lirect informJVtion as to the 
st*rvices remlered hy the iiTvaluuhle Mooiish<*e. JI<^ t<*lls us 
in anoth<*r passage and ref<*rriii )4 to a lat<*r date (I7r>7^, that 
whi*n the En^Iisft, having <piitt<*il the I?ort, remained Vo^ 
several months on l>oard a »shij> af Fulhi,^some of thi? 


* Jhid. |»p. i>3, 54. 
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i. ^^r*'*’**^^ ‘•y NftbkJssen at the risk of his life, 

^he. Nabob had prohibited, «nder penalty of d<.ath 

^ led to Warren 

^«tmg8 taking; Nobokissen. as his Moonshee and the snb- 

thl^Kl® family,” whi.h probably means 

^a^Nubkissen, who had so long been only Persian tutor 

to Hasbngs came now to be trusted with higher and more 
responsible functions. The same writer observes elsewhere : 

v:n- «»*«e/orwar.l in Clive’s time. T.iving in an oKscure 

ge, anc igay, near Xtiainond Harbour, he supplied the KngliHh 
refugees there with provi8i<.ns in spite of the prohibition of the Nabob 

information relating to the Nabob’s 

It is easy to see that as early as 1756, that is almost 
immediately after his oonneofimi with the fJo.npanv, Nnbkissei, 

had d. fi.ntely cast in his lot with the Knglisb. ' Ho was not 
merely doing the routine Tutios of a Moonshee an.l was 
^ertainly not mindful of his personal and immodiat*! interests. 
He supplied material information to the Company of the 
^abob’8 movements at Moorshedabad, and -supplied provision 
to them at the risk of hi^own life at a time when their prosp. ets 
were of the darkest and their power of the feebh'st He was 
not keeping up appearances or playing fast and loo.se with Ins 

n Company could be deeper than 

t of Nubkissen s, for it, commenced in the hour of their 
dwtressand despair. A disinter to the Company would have 
been death to NubJ^isaen, but with •characteristic* courage and 
sincerity he faced that prospect. . ^ 

wasr describes in a somewhat circumstantial 

way g service rendered by .N ubkissen in 1757, shortly 

By thVRev. .1. 
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before the battle of Plassey. . •S<'rajiiddowlah carin?« Wfcg?: 

ihrt^at and atbieked C.alciitki. with a ^rand army in 175^^^ 
The English had only a sniall force and made no res*i:^jLance* 
The Grovernor and many other English ^ontlvmen went to 
Madras. Now was enacted the fra^eily of flie Black Hole. 
The Nabob having taken t^alcutbi, namc^ii it Alina^ar ^%nd 
appointed one Haja Manick Cdiiindt*r as its Oovernor. He 
then returned to Moorshedabad. Mr. Hrakc‘ and the othi*r 
Membtu's of (Council havin;^ arrived IVIadras, bi'oti^ht 

Colonel fdive on board one of Ailmiral Watson's ships, v^ho 
landed with his force at Eultjx within six inontlis anti took the 
forts of Butl^e -15fttl;rt', Tjina, Ma^^ooa and Ali^^ar, delt»att‘d 
tlie Nabob's army and surpristai Kaja Manick Cdinndtn*, who 
was then amusing himself at iitintihes. The llaja liial to 
Moorshedabad anti the English took possession of ^ 'alcutta 
ill January" 1757, when Nubkisse^i waitc‘d upon Oolomd Cdive 
and resumed his otHce. ^Vht'n St^ra jinlilo wlah made pre- 

parations for a second attack on (.Uvlcutka, ho encamped in 
Amir (Jhaiitl’s garden, now called Halsiba^. (\>lonel (dive 
deputetl Nubkissen and an Pln^ii\per to obtain infor- 
mation in re^artl to the particulars of the Nabob's en- 
campment uinlt*r tht‘ pretence of making propt>sals of peact? 
anti olft^rin^ .presents to the Nabt>b. They brought with 
them a <lt‘tailed account of the situation. Olivo inarched his 
forces up to the Nabob’s camp at ^tht^ end of tTl<? ni^ht ai?^l 
blew up his tent and those of his Sirdars by the first fire 
from his cannon« The Nabob, however, hud alreatly removed 
to another tent and lie remained unhurt. (dive followed his 
enemy to Plass<»y, where o decisive battle was i^u^ht. Tluire 
is nothing improbable in thi^^8tory. The published histories 
make no r<»ference to it, and tlndr sileflce is not to be 
wondered at. A deputation of the sort just* described and the* 
kind of information it elicited,* ^re not the things to l>e made 
matter *of record. They are certainly noC' the things with 
regard to which, even if a record existed at so|ne time, any 
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could be anxious to f>r«>seWe evidence. The story of the 
' ^ receive respectfirt attention, if only because 

*®**^^**®®''^*”»' evidence. Sir Rajn Uadhakanta 
bnve sbuj^kt to glorify the founder of his 
tnveiiting him with the functions of a spy. If he 
k* himself ooinpelied to draw upon his imagination for 
multiplying or magnifying Nubkissen’s achievements, this 
emend of false pretence would very ill suit his purpose. It 
w'a soured regard fo- the obligations of truth that could alone 
.hailed him to embody such a family tradition in a docu- 
iduxmt n«^pint to placed in the hands of Government. It is 
scarcely. necessary lo disou-s the moral aspect of the mission. 
Nubkissett may have been for once a spy, but he was never 
an EpMaltes. His mission was not to betray his masters 
ba^^"to %id them. His acce|>tance of the mission was an 
aot of courageous loyalty ainl not of ineanne-s. Nor need 
^Clive answer to post<‘rity for his having ordered the depu- 
tation. Soouts and m<>sseng<Ms have recognised functions 
m all military operations, and the r<‘cord of ('live’s achieve- 
ments would have been materially abridged if he had not 
been able to profit by the information brought to him by 
spies deputed or self-constituted . 

It wus necessary to crush the power of «ernju<ldowlah 
for be had been intrij^uin^ with the French, or, at any rate, 
1^24d threaieniRd to su]>port them as against the English. 
Apparently the oply alternatives now open were the ascen- 
dancy of the English and that of the French. After the 
battle of Plassey Serajuddowlah was deposed. In conse- 
quence of ne^^otiations carried on by Nubkissen, Mir dafar 
or Jafar Ali Khan formed an nlliance with C.'live, who took 
possession of Moorshedabad and declared Jafer Ali Khan 
Uk be its lawful Nabob. With the sanctimi of Colonel Clive, 
Nubkissen settled th^ terms ^of the Subahdari agreement 
with the new Nabob and made arrangements for conduct- 
ing the affai-3 of the provinces in ooncurreuce with the 
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Naib Subuhilar Xabob Mozuftbrjuo^, and fixed an anoipi^ 
Nizanint allowance at 11 s.* 1 8,00,000 anti tho cxi>en»es of 
Snl>ahdari at Rs. 7,00.000, making; a totail of 25 lalehs of 
rnpoes. He retnrnod to C^alcultjt with CliVlfc having; won 
his highest osteoni lor the faithful and efficient dischar^ of 
the public duties enfru'ted to him. < 'live, when ho shortly 
afterwards left for Knglaml, assured Nubkissen that he would 
return soon an<l aj>poinl him to a <lisf ingtiislied vituation. ^ 
AV’ill a little <liore-sion be parilobt'd, if only us an 
illustration of the part that ^pi< ~ and accidents play in ‘file 
issues of war- and tin- fortunes of mett and nations V < ’«)lonel 
Malleson, who i- om- ot the lat<— t biographer- ot and 

has ina<l<* a thorough re-<'ar<-h int<» the hi'tor\ hi— tinn--, 

writ«'S with r.-ter.-uee to t he ea pi u r.- ot < 'h a n del na gore 1 .y 

th'* l-jiigli-h in Mai<-h 17.'>7 , 

“irtrea-oa and ...rrnption tiad in.l intervein-o, .otianlL f tin- 
Ciovornor of t bainle i nag. .t o ] w..<il<l have foiced Clive to letiie. Itat, 
alas : treason in tin- tii-l instane^ Innl done .1- work, corruption had 
completed it in the other. . I he Kiein h l-’.ngine. i wtio had deserted to 
Clive had re|K>ite<l that if the A dm ii a I w on l.l^ea i ef ully sound all around 
the sunken ve— els, he would find* that that tin re was still M.iffieieiit 
r.K.m[intln- .Imiiinl nhieh IteiianK heliev.al he had Mocked up ] for 
ships to pass theehaiiinl singly. .-Soundings made, dm ing t he succeed- 
ing days, midci a heavy file, pi.o.d this iiifoi .nation to he correet." 

The Frt-neh I'.ngim-er, thc-n, mined Ui-nanll hy hi- 
“ treason. ’ Ami it ha- now to J.e said that it wtis Nui^ 
comar who hetrtiyoil the (ioveinor hy J.is ‘‘corruption.” 
Renault bail receive#! *from Nnneomar, tioveriior of lltigli 
for iSera imtiiowlah, tin- liillo.-t assurunc(.-s prot<-ction, 

litit tbat nnscrnpnloti.-!- p<*r.-on sallowt-tl tiimselt to be ItriltetJ 
V>y Oinichund, gav<* no :ts-istanc<? to Renault. an<l even prt-- 
vented Raja Huhib Rain,' one of Serajtiddqwlah’s Cicnorals, 
from coming to. h*s rescue. ^This waf^ the result of “ tho 
successfpl intrigues wbielt the Knglish had ctirrjed on with 
Nundkumar,” who proved a less reliable friend than Serajud- 
dowlah himself. 
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-V ^lulionKM l;in Avi'itf^r. th<* iiiitlio!* of ;i \vf>rk: oallf’cl 
1 tin L- h-i’^ ^ I Lint^' n rf ^ rakos oc-ea^ioii to moralise on thf‘ f*vonts : 

“ Af^the st^vi of tlio wa.s in tin* a^« -o ndaii t , ancl the nna^'aiI- 

in^ foitmies <>t t^iT? L iciicli \v<‘it‘ no^innin^ t<» set, the c<>ni]il ic^tteci knot 
nnravelJed itself in tlie liiincl^- of tlu' Kni^lisli. l>nt if frntnne IihcJ 
not ^avoniM'cl th<‘ Kn^lish, nf>t (‘Vcmi excitions as ha«l no\<‘r Hecm 

w itnes.secl in India, \v<>ul<l Iia\t* onal>l<‘<l<*ol<m<.‘l to tftke j>osses - 

sion of t ‘liarnloj naL^oi o. of tin* nann* <^>f dVi raneaii, 

^v'ko knew tin* i «‘t tin* |>as.-^,i^<* loft in tin' riva*i*, \v<ts foi* some 
reasons d i ssa t i s t’n si wiTli M . K<*nanll, tin* t In'n tiovoiiior of < 'hamler- 
naj^fHo. l■'ol■;J;ot t in^ tin* ol)lio:ation tJinler \\lii«li In* lay to liis own 
nation. In* wont to < 'f>lonol < Mix o a ml infoi nn‘<l Inni of tin* t xistonoe of 
tin* j »a '--.ay o 

It i s< ) n n ' ( 1 n t i;y to lx* al»le to -a \ ol Nukivi'-sen ll.at 
in an a;^(‘ ot |)<‘iiid\' an<l nn<l<‘r <i rtann^'t a no(‘> of what may 
lx* oalhxl ooni|)lot<‘ moral anar< h\ in |»uhlii' lilo, h(‘ ha<l an 
n n I >l('m i sho( I r<‘Coial. Not tin* wor-t ^>1’ his (nomios had 
c haro(*d him with tia a-'on or any Ix traval ot trust. 

It is c'urioiis t<> (►l>bor\ <' th at while I li-' tori an-* or chroni- 
r h'i’s art' sili'iit as to tin* '-<'r\ i<x"- of NnUki-'-i'm at h'ast one 
or two ot tln in ha%'o tin ii;_tht tit to last<'n on him a (•har;yf* 
ot lof>tino^ a ooitain inm*r l!’oa'-ur\' oi S<‘ra jmhiow lah. ..V 
IMahonnxlan ol tin' Shiah soot ainl a lii<'nd 'd tlio Nahoh 
N a /a m ol M oo i -1 n 'da I >a < 1 , Say\i<l .\li, writes in the yV^/•//A-/- 

A / ft /f ' If I f 

A t 1 o I t 1 o ' \ I ■ t < .1 N I ' *t Id a ---o \ [ ( '< • 1 < ) no I ( 1 1 \ e mot with Af 1 1 

Mahoinod .latai Thov oonyi at n laLod t'.ioh «*thoi- and wt'nt toy<'tlier 

to M oo I '.h oda 1 >.n 1 < » n t I n • m a t i i \ <d it t h o pa 1 a oo, t h o n oh I os f >f the ci t y 
and tin* t I < * vorn ni on t <*lln*iaS oi i’ oallo<l t<* a f /'///>< r (’olonol C'live 
took Mir d ifar . hand and hal him to the* Ma*.nad. At the ^ame time 
saliitt*s wt'ia' liic'tl to tinlioato tin transfor of the of ilenyal, 

hehar .ind < )ris^a to Mird.ifar After the ,{nr]utr, the now Xahoh, 
C’olonel <di\e, with .i fo^v Kny Imh nn*n , tin* I>ewan Ihvm ('hand, and 
N ol>i>kissen, t he ( '« >l< nnl’s Moonshee, inspected tjie treasury, wdiere a 
sum of more than 20 ninhoiis .>f i*ji.poes, in silver and yold, was foninl. 

“ 1 t. is al-o* Will kin>wn that hosido.-. this treasure thorv existed 
aiiothoi in the llaiom, \n hn h fa. t Mir Mahomed d afar cimcealed from 
Colonel Clive, at the instigatno. of the L>ewan and Clives Aloonsbee 
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The value of the K‘>»d •'•’‘I ‘ f found there 

was not leas than 80 luillumH of ru|K‘« a. The whole was divided 

among Mir Jafar, Ham (.hand, Ai.iii Ihg and Noh.,k..-ien. Uiia 

tranaaction is inde. d wry prol.ahh-,^ as Itani < hand h t 

foi millions of rupees at his death, lei^ >e.iis lafei, \v ‘ *' 

could alTord to pay ;i,.hi,LMKJ rupees on the o. , ision ot tie i ea lo 

hia mother. Vet hotl. men were h. receipt of onl> oo mpee^ pel 

xuoiitli ut tiiiie <*f t ht* <.1 i >.■ - 

Hofore wo consider proluddli. ies. let ns ntten.l to some 

liicts wliicli liistorienl resear. di lias ilis.-lo». .1 • '' >'!' '<1 

t.i the r.poil.d weahh in ih.- l.eas.iiv o( .s^.. , a Ml . I . Ion lah . 

Sir *l<>hn : 

lo-Mi. Watts, who slate- htte. that the. we. e .ompnted to 

amount to lo.i h >. i.i h m P ,t et li n.;. a suu. -o e M i .i s aija in I > hey.uu w 
the revenues,,, lid ha Allavei.ly ^ 

.. , 11 . lUit It <‘vt t iii.i ilinrii V ^vicU a ix-liof 

Ills Sllfv‘i*'-i.S(U, Itl .lill l^''. III- it »i » » 

ctHiUl havf biM n fiitt i l.iiiii il ' 

foloiiol (i, B. Mallosoii savs .hat the (roasni v eonta.m 

her loss than .s^o-thiid- ol , w on I y w o nil 11 ion - 

HI, T. 11 ru, were m .h,,- dats e.,.^^ale^t to a 

iionml • . . .i 


oii.iMMi-' a svim 


n ru|M‘« 


] i< > n 11 « 


As r,-o:,,ds pr.,hahilities th- V are altou- lher aoaii.st tin- 

story t.f tin- Mahoinoda.i writ,-.. It i- i i ) .oSs i I d.- to eon.-.-iv.- 

why Mir dalar sh.n.ld hav n.-eah-d IV.im ('live a treusnv.- 

whieh he was w-illino to -hare with Uani ,( hand. An... 
Be.r ati.l Nnhkissen. IB had somethit.o to omn hy pleifti- 
injTt'lit.- ; ho . Ottld haw had no re:.-,,,, V. ph-as,- N.thktss.-n 
or^^natn < 'hand, hoth of w hom are sai.l to ha\ e ho.-n holdino 
hun.hle orti. es. .-arrvi.tji a salary of dOrnpo-s ea.-h. 1 hat 

th.-re was a s.-er.-t trea.snry at^-all it. the l.aren. eot.ld have 

been no helt.-r known to N.ihkis-en than it was loChv.-. 


* 7'hf^ JonriKil <*t t/t\ AMt-itir S^>riety (No. I I . r ,f 

tranalai ion of a panna^'O from a bti^^iaii n ia?i u^c i i pt o 
sVa 7t^u /■* * 

.•/ ( Vt.l. I, p. 276. 

» t'u'undrrsi.^ftli. hJinpire P- 274 
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And from all tliat is knowti ot the relations between Olive 
and Nubltissen, it is impossible “to believe that Nubkissen 
<20Tild^ have instigated the concealment. Besides, it would 
have been a .desperate thing for Mir Jafar to have taken 
three men into confidence in regard to a matter which he 
chofte to keep a secret as against Oliv^e, especially when the 
united claims of several parties including those of Clive 
himself copld not be met from the regular treasurv. The 
IVCahomedan writer^ who retails the scandal gives circumstan — 
tialc^ detai 1 s v’hich would seem to sugg^t'st as it he was an eye”* 
witness of the division of the spoil, and the wonder is that 
anybody should have known a fact of this kind, of which 
Clive was not aware. There is nothing, in the next place,” to 
show that Nubkisson spent nine lakhs of rupc^es on his 
mother’s Sy'CLcldJia^ or what particular amount he did spend 
on that ceremony. Xhere will bo occasion in a subsccjuent 
^chapter to consider the subject of the Srudd/ta at some length. 
It is enough to state h(n*e that the supposition of Nubkissen 
fiaving spent nine lakhs on the ceremony, though he lived on 
an income of Rs. fiO per mensem, has been given currency by 
only one English writer, Uie Rev. J. O. Marshman. He made 
the statement in a litth* school-book called the Jlistort/ of 
Beixgal, The Mahoniedan writer that has been here cited 
is little known at the pr<‘s<'nt day, though probably ho is 
IV^r. Marshman’s only authc^rity. Ther<i were suspicions pre- 
valent amongst Nybkissen’s contemporaries, especially those 
who were jealous of his wealth and influence. Nubkissen 
himself by his frank statements and bold challenges silenced 
the tongue df calumny in l^iis lifetime ; but fictions die 
hard, and it is no wonder the old insinuations are still 
sometimes indulged in. In a petition, whieb v^iW VvereutteT 
*^b% quoted in full, Nubkissen says : — 

My enemies have ift vain searched for proofs that I raised my 
fortune by bribery and undue means ®in hopes that by such a dis- 
covery they might have been able to liave ruined my character and 
reputation. JDteappointed in ^his their efforts are now extended to 
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more ba«» And vilUmoue ende. ily life i» now what they tWrat 

after.” * . i j 

Nobkisaen’s salary at this time was,, as has ojready 

been shown, much more than 450 rupees pe* mensem. As 
Moonshee of the Company he >»ould be entilled to 
tions like his masters, and such donations, historians tolV us, 
wore a legitimate income in those days. Before his mot er s 
death, as will be presently shown, many other ^ources ot in- 
come had opened out to him. It has. to be remember^ 
that Nubkissen was a man of ^reat ability and accompU^- 
ments and miRht be able to earn money in various ways. He 
could draft petitiohs, give legal and politicjil advice, manage 
estates, act as interpreter, do business ns an agent, and render 
various kinds of assistance to men, literary and practical, for 
which he could very well claim remuneration. To suppose 
that such a man, so talented, so versatile, so enevgetic, 
bo tied down to his salary as Moonshee and would have no^ 
additional source of income, .is to exhibit absolute ignorance 
of life. How much would it have been possible for him t« 
earn onlv as a conveyancer or an att 4 >rney . And he wn 
great deiil besiiles and no mere clerk. The Rev. Mr. Long 
writes : — 

“Verdian w;iH t>ie languaKe of aiplonmcy and the com tn. In vt 
the Kiigliah transacted bnBineK« l>t>th with the iiativew and 
Through his skill in it Kabakissen from being Clive’s ♦Inns ii in * ^ 
rose to great influence and wealth. ” ‘ ^ 

Nubkissen had been Clive’s Moon.shec^ven before l^bU, 
but it is perfectly 'fair to suppose that his knowledge o 
Persian, coupled of course with his ability, ^as the mam 
cause of his wealth and in/fuence, just ns knowledge ot 
English has been the cause of many a Bengali’s advance- 
ment in more reci^pt times. The scandal, however, 
witbont its moral. It is a recognition of *he importance which 
Nubkissen had acquired by thiiT time and of the services he 


into Social Lije. p* X8, 



Early Lifb — Services. 


82. 

had already rendered to the Company. It was probably 
presumed in the gossip of the day that a man who was of so 
mncl^ service to the conquerors coul|^i|ot bat have received 
a material share of the spml. But having regard to ascer- 
tained facts as well as to probabilities, the story of Nubkissen 
receiving a share of the treasures stored up in the harem 
most be dismissed as at best an unfounded presumption. 



c'hapte^ hi. 

From th* Batti.k of Plassby to tSLivs’s Final DBrARTVBB 
FROM India, 1757-1767, 

• Clive left for England on the 25th February 1759 ; he 
returned to Calcutta! on the ard May 1765 ; ho ^nally bade 
adieu to the country in 1767, mailing tVom Calcutta on ttfe 
29th January. What was the net rosnlt ot hia 
first period of his «ireor in Bengal, namely, from December 
1756 to February 1757 ? It was, in a word, the removal of 
all danger to which the English settlement might l>e exposed. 

As Colonel Mallcson puU it — ,a 

.‘He had deuumined not to leav^ Bengal so long as t^ore should 

remain any danger threatening the Knglish «ettlen> ot. 

destruction of the last of its European rivals [namely, the Dutchlall^ 
danger had disappeared.” . . 

The work, therefore, was a wholly delensivc one. One 
hoars up to this perio.l. not of English possessions, power 
or supremacy, but only of the “ English settlement, and the 
safety of that settlem. nt is the greatest work that couhl Iks 
accomplished. What is the work, however, wh.ch Chve 

had done when he finally left the country in 1767 . Ho had 
laid the foundations of an empire. In the wortlh of (..olonej 

^’'\\'^elive felt in .Tanuary 1767 that he might Vetire with honour 
from the country which' he had won for England, and on whose 
there now remained for him no new fields to 
Calcutta which he saw for the last time on that 

of departure! W in ten years been transformed by h.m from the 
tUU^t a conquered seat of a ruined commercial agency, oocup 
by the conqueror, into the flourishing capital of a possession as large 

as France. Alone he had done it I”' , i,_A 

Hifi genius, military Administrative and diplomatic, had, 

of course, done it, but bow is one to account fqr bis change 
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of policy and aspiration during the second period of his 
career in Bengal ? The historian just quoted says that before 
his arrival in 1765 Clive had nurtured a scheme for the 
welding togetjjTer and the protection of the territories acquired 
by the British. No evidence is offered, however, for such a 
conclusion, nor are any circumstances mentioned which might 
raise any presumption in its favour. There are reasons to 
believe that the inspiration of empire came from Nubkissen, 
who practically discharged all the functions of a diplomatic 
miflister, of a Foreign Secretary^ and ot the Chief Officer of 

an Intelligence Department. ^ 

Nubkissen’s chief qualifications for the advice and assis- 
tiince he gave to Clive were his knowledge of Persian, his 
knowledge of the country and his knowledge of the temper ot 
the princes and the people the time. IMr. liichard Barwell 
in the course of his statement in the trial of Warren Hastings 

^gaid : ‘‘ He [Nubkissen] is profoundly learned in Persian 

^nd most of the customs of the Mahomedans are based on 
the Persian scriptures ; besides Uaja JSfavakrishrui was a man 
of vast experience and his i;epeated intercourse with the 
Nabobs of Moorshedabad has made him quite a competent 
man.” Oovernor Johnstone in his explanation to the {Select 
C'ommittee said that Nubkissen was, like a lew others, an 
“ able conveyancer,” that is, one well versed in the art of 
Rafting treaties. Evidence of a direct kind as to the services 
rendered by Nubl^sson is to be found in a petition addressed 
by him to the Council of Revenue,* Bengal, and dated the 
18th November 17 77.^ The petition runs as follows r — 

From the year 1756 to the year 1767, an interval during which- 
the welfare and interests of the Hoh’ble Company were repeatedly in 
the most critical and dangerous situations, it is a well known fact that 
o aU the most important and secret negotiationfiPand transactions with 
the Country "Powers were conducted through the medium of your 

*■ ' — * . ■ I ■ . — — o- - ■ 

‘ See proceedings of the Council of Revenue, dated Fort William, the 
I6tb November^ 777, 
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petitioner, the eucceea of which he humbly hoi>ee «utticiently >nark> hto 
Melity. The particularB of thon^ervicee too j^-ent and we\» known 

to vour Hon’blc Board to need recapitulation here- Vour pet\J.ionor 
the^fore only craves leave briefly to,ptate a few of the moat material 

heAds tberwf : t'tz. - ^ ^ 

1 Ilia aervicea under the Right Uon’blc Ix.id t live (then Colonel 
Clive) in the Revolution which happened in consenoence of the 
captui-c of Calcutta and 8ubae<iuent defeat of Seiaj uddowlah, on 
which occasion your petitioner acted as IVraian 

Translator, and was employed m all the moat confidential transaction* 

2. Ilia services under Major Adams, Commander-in-Chief in the 
wara'of the Nabob Kassimally Cawn, in which your jietitioner had 
the sole raanagementsof all such negotiations and transactions with 

the Oouiitry r*oworH and chief pet>ple ah fell under the province o 

Commander-in-Chief- ^ ^ 

3. His services under Ia>rd Clive on his return to India in the 
year 1764 when your petitioner was^the only native entrus or 

employed in all the several Treaties wlltch wore made w - i the Mogul 
orKingShaw' Alum, the late Vizier Shuja-ud-Howla, the Nabob of 
Bengal Nudjum-ud-l>owla, etc., when the grant of the Jewani was 
obtained for tbe Hon’ble Com|>any^ 

lastly . — For the sense which Cord <.:live^ had of your petition- 
cFs services on the occasions afortfsaid he la-gs leave to refer your 
Uon’ble Board to tlie proceedings of the Select C;€>mniittee of t o 

.fanuary 1 767 and the jiroceedings in public-^ R» blic l>ei>artment m 

Council, the next day, wherein his 1-ordship is pleased fully 
express the sense he entertained of your petitioner’s fidelity and 
abilities and of his steady attachment to the interests o* the Hon bio 
Company- 

There is no doubt, that Clive uppreeiStod Nubkissen’s 
services, which were not only political, but personal. 
Lady Clive wrote to him, years a ft <m wards, following 

note : — 

Xhe kind attentiona sliewn to Itol^eit May by the woi^tfiy Raja 
XobokiBsen Bahadur have very much <AA\iced. I^ady Clive, the 
Lord Clive’s wife. She* now. Ids widow, lias ^ inclination to 
Nobokisaen a valuable print of^hcr dear late T^ord, flattering he^lf 
that such a’ proof of her regard will be very acceptable to him. It m 
stUl in hia power to give her further proofs of his fj^endshlp hy 
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shewing Lr cousins, Mr. Henry' and "Mr. Edward StraoUey eve^ 
IvT." in Th, cl,Odr« ;> M, l»l. Lord Cl.ve w..h h.pp..-. 

to I^ojbofcissen. 

Maharaja jS^obokissex Bahahur, 

^ ^ JBenactl, 

BT Mr. EdW^PRD feTRACHEV.^ 

. Mr. Henry Strachey referred to in this letter introduced 
his son to Nubkissen in the following terms. 

TjONOOX, 7th April 1 / OS , 

Dear Nabakissex — . 

My eldest son brings you this letter. He is appointed a write, 
and I hope he will be an honest and a good man. As I was so we 
acquainted with you when I was with Lord Cliv#, you would think nie 
unkind if I did not introduce my son to you. If you can ever ^ e 
use to him I am sure you will. I shall always be glad to hear of 
vour health and welfare, being 

Your Friend, 

Foa ItAJA NAnAR.s.sKN. (^d.) IIenrx Stbachet. 

The letter which Mr. John Knot, wrote to him in 1774 

shows very cleivi ly the esteem jn which Nubkissen was held 

and indicates the sort of services which h.' had rendered 
and was capa^>lo! of rpnderingc. 

A March 177 J,, 

To 

Kaja Nobkishen, 

Though not icoeived a letter fitun > t»u, 

qvdvice of you from my friends in Calcutta smeo I left Bengal, yet 
you have always luyl toy wishes for j..ur liealth and happiness. 

The Europe ships that went to Bengal last season would mfomi 
you of the violent disputes that we have lately had in Barhament 
Ld at the Eos';; India House here against almost every gen tl^a 
that has returned from Bengal 'for some years ^ 

has been more particularly attacked and abused y ^ 

Scotch friends and their partir.«ns. and they even earned 
so far as to endeavour to take away His Loi-dshipsw 

cr^l and scandalous* as sucK 'endeavours were, these f^trageous 

men were happily disappointed, partly by the very sensible and 
spirited speeches which Loixl Clive msde in Barliament in hw own 
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defence and partly by the sa>>port of hia many active and able frtendft 
in that House. His* Lordahip* enjoying >mt an indifferent state of 
health every cold season liere (which is rather too a^vej^ for 
his constitution, as well as for most gentlemen Uiat come from 
India) he went to Italy for the benet^ <»f his heaUh al^ut five or 
six months ago, which is a warmer and healthier climate than 
England ; and Mr. Straehoy tells me that his Lordship’s health 
i now so much benefited bv his journey, that he will very soon 
return to England again. Mr. Kelsall and Mr. ^Heatnnont, late 
of Bengal, accompanied Ilia f.,<u<lship to Italy. Lady C live aiid 
all his Lordship’s family are well ; he ha^ two sons and three daughters, 
I believe, who are nil very line ohildreii, * 


Mr. Strachey w#.-. in(irri*‘<i, «<><>n nftrr Iiih r.-turu to ICnKlaiid, to 
Mr. Kelaall’a aistor and lina one <»r two . liiUli.-n by her ; he is in (^ood 
health and live.-* voi v haiipily ; he ia a Meinl>er of Parliament and 
will be chosen one of tin- I'.ast India l>iieotor», I l.elieve, next year. 
Dr. TnRhain died soon after hia letnrn to Kopiand. Mr. 'Verelst was 
married to a very liandsoine .\ounp iffdy of pood fan'u.. and larpe 
fortune about a year after bin r. t.ii n to Ki.pland ; he has two children 
by his wife and would be veiy happy could be enjoy bis health perfect-* 
ly in this . limate. 11 e wil 1 be iia the IMrection apain, I believe, nex^ 
year, as also .Mr. Beoher. I was luairied about the same time thy 
M-r Verelst was, to a sister of mv eousin, .« aptain tScorpe Knoty, 
whom you must rememWr in Benpal. 1 have but one child, my wife 
being of a tender and weakly eonstit ution. I should be very happy 
in Kngland, was not in v little f..i-tuue exposed to so heavy a risk 
in Bengal by the share 1 le.ld ... the joint concern in trade there 
under the di.ection of tlie late Mr. lloissard. Though you were so 
kind as to buy tbat sl.a.e of ,ne, -o far .is related to my proportiy 
of any proHts that luipht at iso on the joint o^cern, yet I am yil 
responsible for the principal aii.o..nt of n.y share of that original 
■tock. 

Both Hoissaixi and OocuJ Cioniiul have l>elia.^ed in a moat 
encouraging manner to the otheif proprietor* of that concern by 
•ettling and interchanging a pHvate account between themaelvee 
wberein they have endeavoured to deprive the joint concern of nc^rl^ 
the BUin of two lakhs rupees by the manner they have settled that 
account, and which sum (with al>oi^t tw'o lakhs more) Oocul owed 
to the conJem partly for their goods lx>UKlit by him of Hoiseard as 
acting agent to the coneern (which consulted me upon and had my 
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ibpproval (?) of one the principal proprietors a little before I left 
. ^Ben^l) and piartly for the concern^ outstandings debts at the 
which a letter of Mr. Hoissard's to me tells me Oocul (as 
banyan to the concern) had gsjven him a written obligation to be 
responsible to tfie concern fo^ the full p>ayment of. I know very 
well that Oocul, long before we left Bengal, lent several large sums 
of money to Mr. Hoissard (amounting altogether to nearly two lakhs 
of rupees) for that gentleman’s private use and benefit in trade. 
And this I understand is the money which they transferred in the 
psfivate account settled between themselves as above mentioned, 
inst^d of Oocul paying to the joint concern the full amount of the 
debt he owed thereto or -continuing to be responsible to it for the 
same till he coiild pay that debt, and acqxisynting Mr. Verelst’s 
attorneys and mine in Calcutta with the transaction when proposed 
by Hoissard. Whatever sums of money Oocul had lent to Mr. Hoissard 
for his own private use and advantage in trade long before that 
time, Oocul must be sensible it was very unreasonable and unjust 
to expect that the property of \he joint concern should pay him for 
this private debt. I am astonished to hear that Oocul is capable of 
Much a conduct, even as much so as to hear that Mr. Hoissard could 
guilty of it. If the law suit ic the Mayor’s Court at Calcuttii 
between the Executors of Hoissard’s Estate and Oocul Ghosal b*^ 
determined in Oocul’s favor, I hope, !Mr. ISTobokissen, from the 
many testimonies I have i*eceived of youi- friendship that you will 
not think it unreasonable in me if I request your becoming my 
security for what the Mayor’s Court, or IVIahomed Reza Cawn (who 
you know lent throe lakhs of Sicca rupees to the joint concern for its 
first establishment) may demand of the several proprietors for their 
miiATes in the concern and consequently of me for my proportion 
thereof. If you are willing to favoi* me in this request I shall be 
obliged if you wili* be so kind as to call upon Mr. Levett, my acting 
Attorney in Calcutta, and acquaint him with it. The risk I am 
exposed to up^ this occasion becomes daily so very alarming to me, 
that I am determined to return Cc^Bengal next season to endeavour 
if possible to repair the loss. I should have sailed this year, but 
could not get my concerns in England sufficiently adjusted to enable 
^ riSie to go away. I hope I shall see you ifk Bengal next summer 
cheerful and well. ^ 

You will be advised long before this reaches you of gr^t changes 
herein East India affairs, of the appointment of a Oovernor-Oeneral and 
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four Supreme Councillor* to auperintend and regulate the Ck>ixipMy'« 
ai&ira at all their settlement* ifi India, and of four Judges to establish 
a Supreme Court of Judicatui'e in Bengal. Amongst these J^udge«» 
and the second in rank, is Robert Qhambers, Esq,^ a gentleman of 
respectable character and distinguished abilities ; u^n mentioning to 
me one day his having a desire to learn both the Persian and Bengalee 
languages on his arrival in Bengal, and that he wished he could meet 
with a person thei'e properly qualified to instruct him, I immediately 
mentioned your name and added, that as you had Jtad almost the 
sole direction of I-#ord Clive’s Peixian cori'espondence ami a gi^at 
part also of Air. Verelst’s, and acted as Political Banyan to thera^both 
whilst they were ( lov'ernors of Jh_‘ngal, I thought n<> man was fitter 
to answer his expe^jtations in regard to those languages than your- 
self, if you were willing to iindertake it. Besides, I told him the 
great advantage your eon vei>iat ion would be to him upon the general 
politics of Hindustan, as well its the jmrticular pr^>vince^^ thereof 
from the long and intimate knowledge you have had on <“liose subjects. 
Mr. Chambers will necessarily wad% a Banyan whn. he arrives in 
C^alcutta : fi’oni thi* chai'sicter 1 have given him of yon, I hope he W’ill 
not think <^f engaging any one else, and though you are much better ex^ 
perienced in j^olitios than in ti'adui yet as T sui)pose Air. Chamber* wi^l 
m*t tnule much, if any from >'onr good sense and general knowledge of 
the country and with the assistanc<^of my old friend Narry Hurry (who 
T hope is alive and well, and who undei’stands accounts exceedingly 
well,) you cannot be at any loss to fulfil Mr. Chaml>erH’ exp€K:tation 
in those matters, Bui luy chief motive in recommending you to Mr. 
t ‘hainbers is that his pi’otection and friendship may be serviceable 
to you ; and as he is a very sensible and worthy genijeraan and may 
probably’' very soon become the first Judge in Calcutta, I hope y<fb 
will find his service answer your expectations,^nd I shall be happy 
have had it in my i>ower to have been in any degree assisting to 
you on the occitsiou. AIi\ Chambers was lately married here to a 
very b**autiful and accomplished young lady, who panics him 

to India. A - Mr. ClLaiiibers desiiyQ me to give him a letter to you, 
I send this under his care and Iioj-k? you will wait upon him as soon 
after your i*e« oipt of it as j^osaible. 


Wishing you healfh and success. 


• I am, 

Mfu Kobkisskht. 


Vonr sincere friend* 


<Sd-> JOHX KjroTT.. 
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Some idea, though only a ^ery meagre one, oi ^he aox^ ot 
work which Nuhkissen used to do for f^Uve may be formed 
from tfie thre^ following short letters : 

Persian'^ Department, jJettera written 1764, No. 212. 

DcUed, 18th DeceTtiber 1764, 


From 


To 


R. Clive. 


The Nabob. 

,rour Excellency’s letter from Mortagill reached me m a 
A V. anA the news of your welfare gave me more pleasure 

fortunate please God to preserve you and your 

iwn Sun’iree’LrfnL'rTed*^^^ alYTrer parTcur.^ with which 
% am aatlahed and to whom t refer you. 

^ - tt 

Persian X>epartment., J-otters written 1764, No. 213. 

December 1764, 


From 


To 


R. Olive. 


Th® Nabob. , , , ■ i 

V advise me you have safely arrived in Muxadabad than which 
.ews nothfng co^d^be more agreeable to me. May you always there 

be happy and proceedings of 

ov, Sensible of the ill-consequence thereof and to shew my 

nss to oblige ywur Excellency in everything 1 consistently can, 

‘ *" “““ 

. ..... ‘If not I shall take other measures. 

"** ^u nlease me much in the last-letter wherein you inention t^t 
“ V ^^ndo Oomar was set down to and attending to the 
Mahar^ah N d ^ ^j^at^ent of them wiy, I hope, soon enable 
accounts. The s^e^y a 3 purposes ; It is in attention only 

rtL^i^irratr: 'make"«iese%nivinces ^ou.^h and y^ 

^ppy. ^at you may be always so is my sincere wish. I am well 
and ho^ alwar* to have accounts of your welfare. 
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Persian Department, Letters written 1765, No. 7. 

From 

K. Clive. 

To 

The Nabob. 

I liav'e received your Kx-cellency’s letters wliich always giv«o me 

etc. 

As to the Hatty on the rupees paid at Patna in consequence of 
your order, 1 understood, as did the Board, they slioulc? he sicca rupees, 
but I have desired Air. Billers not to dispute about this there, but 
leave this matter to be settled between yoiir Bxcellency and us+iere. 
It gives me pleasure to hear from your E.xcellency that you look upon 
Iteza NUan in so ft^ourable a light. We look upon him as well 
inclined tc^ 3 *ou, or he would not hax^e had any countenance from us. 
Mr. Aliddleton has wrote me everything proper on that occasion, with 
which I am satisflecl, and I hope you will receive benefit by his service 
at Dacca. T have wrote him that if l^e expects my friee.iship he can- 
not do better to secure that than to sliew himself a faithful and 
diligent servant to your Kxcellency. Other particulars of you^ 
Excellency's fiiendl%' sentiments regarding myself T have understood 
from the letters of Haja Nund^ Comer and tlie representations df 
Nobkissen Alunshee, and which gives me pleanure, who is always ready 
and diligent in your serv^ice. • 

Always favour me with your letters and make me glad. 

These letters constitute a body of circumstantial evidence 
which <Toes far to confirm the statements made by Nuf>kissen 
in his petition, which, however, it miiy be confidently 
observed, hardly stand in need of.corroboration, for a persoTi 
in the position of Nubkissen would not havq^dreamt of making 
them if they were not absolutely true, and they would 
certainly not have passed unchallenged at the tirne. 

That Nubkis.sen rendered .valuable service.l to ("live and 
Adams was undisputed history over sixty years ago. A 
well-informed Anglo-Indian journal wrote : 

“ Raja Nubukisseii Vas the founder of his own fortunes. Me was 
a man of considerable attainments* ^nd great tact ; well versed in 
Persian, knd one of the very^few natives who at tliat time knew any- 
thing of English. He was a writer in the employ of Clive who never 
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understood anything of the native languages. Though he occupi^ 
but a very subordinate capacity, he nfiade himself \er> use u e 

EngUBh^during the period when they wore negotiating ^ 

Jaffer, and acquired par excellep.ce the title of Moonshee. en le 

war broke out with l&eer CoasiPi, he accompanied the Army of Major 
Adams as his banian. ITis address and x.eal induced Ixird Clit-e to 
recommend him to the Select Committee as their banian, at that time 
one of the most lucrative offices in llengal. This laid the oun a ion 


of his great wealth.” ^ 

Rev. Dr.‘ Hastie has observed with truth that '• with inoie 
wisdom and less ambition he LNubkissen] recognised the 
invincibility of the hew power and did not “ make the fatal 
mistake of the . unprincipled and ill-fatetl Nundcomar - 
The fact is, Nubkisseu recognised not only the invincibility 
of the new power, but the impossibility of improv- 
ing the old regime or of^ evoking order out of chaos m 
any other way than by the assistance ol the J’jiiglish. He 
rt'elt that he had to save his country from a ilisaster by the 
*^ostabli8hment of an authority that should be at once just and 
strong. Such an authority he found in the Ihiglish, lor. 
as RH. Francis Syk< .s said in his deposition '- before the 
Parliamentary ('ommittec, he had not merely formed a 
correct idea" of their military power, but he also entertained a 
high opinion of their system of (Government as well as of 
tbeir capacity for administration. 

' Before this chapter is closed it is necessary to refer to an 
inquiry that was oheld by a Select C^oininittee, with Lord 
(Jlive as president, into the several sums granted by Meer 
Jaffer towards restitution and donations. Nuncomar and 
Nubkissen are the principal ‘ fitnesses that were examined, 
and the tale they unfold docs little credit to the Lnglish 
Grovernors that were concerned. It is a tale of meanness, 


» ITriend of Jndja C^th April 1838). 
= mndv, Id^try, p. rS4. 

■ F'Kfth lUport^ p. 544. 
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fraud and extortion, and poor Meer Jaffer, , i^orani, attA 
imbecile, cornea to be an object of sympathy when he is entrajH 
ped, alternately bullied and cajoled, and finally oompell%d to 
surrender to the machinations. •Hardly any\oOmm©nt is 
needed on the facts disclosed in the following depositions. At 
the meeting of the Oominittee hold in Fort \V illtam on 
the 26th August 1766, Raja Nuncomar stated : — 

“ At the time Mr. Vansittart resigned the Government, the fresh 
demand of eight lakhs for restitution was still in debate. One day Moff 
Spencer spK>ke to me on the subject and told me * that unless that 
affair was adjusted he could not give his consent to the NaboVs de- 
parture or to mine.’ • With this I acquainted His Excellency, who 
said that nothing further could be done before L<ord Glive arrived. 

‘ Hut do you^’ says he, IVfr. Spencer that Assun Oula Oawn, 

an officer of the Government who had charge of the T^rovlnce of 
Jessore, has absconded with Rs. 1,80,000' of the public money and 
now takes shelter in Calcutta. If tliis person is delivered up, I will 
settle about the eight lakhs.’ His Excellency also desired Nobkissen 
to speak to I^fr. Spencer on the same subject, and several messages 
having passed, Mr. Spencer promisM to deliver him to the Kabob,« 
but never did.” 

Further on iu Nuncomar’s uarrativ<? : — 

“ After this the ^^abob and myself had our discussion, and set 
out immediately. His Excellency telling me he would return again 
upon the first advice of Eord Cliv'e’s ai*rival. He left Nobkissen 
here, and with him two persons who had direction to take charge of 
Asun Oula Cawn when he shhuld be delivered up ; whicliMie never was^ 
foi- Mr. Spencer never j^erformed his promise.” 

After Nuncomar’s evidence was finislted, Nobkissen, 
Moonshee, being called before the Cfommittee, delivers upon 
oath the following account of the Treaty of ResH^tution*’ : — 
“During the months of May June 1764, and soon after Mr. 
Spencer’s arrival, Mr. Vansittart wrote to the Nabob, who was then 
at Patna, desiring he would come down to Calcutta, which would be 
the easiest method of •settling several affaiis that remained to M 
adjusted. At the same time Mr. Spehcer ordered me likewise to write 

— m 1 — — ■ ■■■ 

* It maybe Rs. 80,0C0. The 1 may be a mere slip of the pen, judging from 
its appearance in the MS. 
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to the Nal>ob, desiring he would be under no apprehension, but come 
down when Mr. Vansittart and himself would settle everything 
his sat^isfaction. The ^^abob not having it in his power - ^ - 
expected, there was a delay of lo ,.r 20 days, at which Mr. Van 
sittart and Mr Spencer were much displeased, and also very 
with me. I told Mr. Spencer ‘ that the Nabob was a great man, that 
I was but a poor man, and that if anything happened to H.s 
Vxeellencv the blame must fall upon those who obliged him to come 

down.’ Upon whieli, Mr. Spencer answered ‘ that everything should 

V- done at the Board, that no harm would happen, and that a due 
regard would bo had to all the Nabob’s representations.’ In con- 
sequence of this declaration, myself and others of the Nabobs friends 
wrote five or six letters to ITis Kxcellency, acquainting him that 
Mr. Vansittart and Mr. Spencer had both given the strongest 
assurances and even engaged to us that no injury should be done 

“ Upon these assurances the Nabob came down, and, upon my 
waiting ujiou him, told me he was extremely satisfied with his 

reception. , 

‘•Two oi thiee days afterwards Mr. Vansittart liegan to make 

his demand of forty lakhs on accou -t of Re.stitiition. When he spoke 
upon the subject to the Nabob, flis Kxcellency replied ; ‘ Did you 
not before ask me for t-ii lakhs only, and do you now want forty ?’ 
making use at the same time of some bar.sb and violent expressions, 

and speaking so loud that he was overhe.srd b' others and myself, 

who .stood without the door. As soon as he had got into his palan- 
quin, ‘ tio you to Mr. tspencer,’ says he to me, ‘ tell him the usage 
I have met with, and a.sk what they can mean by such unreasonable 
lemands.’ 1 went accordingly as desired, and Mr. Spencer told me 
• that he bad sat upon all the Committees for examming the claims 
of the sufierers, that he had strictly examined the hisses, and that 
they absolutely amounted to the whole sum demanded Adding 
‘that he dil not mention this before, because he thought *• ^e 

Nabob was acquainted with it, first asked for ten 

I then said ‘ What justice ^ir, ,s t le.i m th^ ^ ^ 

Itims'^mrr notTCn^^ou^ nor examined, else the demand would 

;;dsV::::^r:u!on"l reported to the Nabob, who was very angry and 
s,aid ‘ Why did not you and others give me notice of this before ? I 



Maharajah Nt bkissek Bahai>vk. 


should then have l>een prepared and known how to act, whereas I 
must now remain in Calcutta.’. In thi.s ill temper ho continued for 
several davs, and would hearken to no one. I'roin what motive I 
know not, but all of a sudden he sent for J uttgut Chund and told him : 

‘ I conclude from this extraordinary deiyand of Mr. ^ansittart’s that 

he wants something for hinrself. l>o yon go and tell him that, as 
to what relates to him, he shall be satialied.’ .1 uggut Chund weift as 
desired, but what passed between him and Mr. Vansittart 1 cannot 
tell However, on his return, he delivered Mr Van-sittart’s compli- 
ments to His Excellency and told the ' Nabob ‘that Mr. Vans.tt.ai;t 
considered himself as his son, that he entertained no bad intentions 
towards him, but wished him well, and asked why Ills fcxcellency vaa 
so angry with him,’ concluding with observing ‘that forty lakhs innst 
be paid.’ The NaboTi, perceiving from all that had passed that Mr. 
Vansittart and Mr. Spencer were of one mind, was very much dis- 


plea^sed and. remained sullen for some days. 

“Myself and others, hearing that Mr. Vansittart lubcuded making 
application to His Excellency fui* a larg^ present to Commodore Tinkei, 
went to the Nabob and told him of it ; on which he tlew into a rage, 
declaring ‘that Mr. Vansittart was the bitterest of enemies to him 
that he found he was determined should not hold the Oovernment ^ 
he might therefore send what oiricers he thought proper to manage the 
public artairs, for that he (the Nabob) was resolved nnt to stir from 

Calcutta.’ Accordingly he wrote privately to the city or ns women 

to be sent down, and they came bringing with them 20 oi .^O a ' is o 


treasure in 3.") br>ats. 

“ In fact, ]VIr. Vansittart made the abovi* appl ic^itioii for a pieseiit 
to Mr. Tinker and the squadron before the treasury and women 
arrived, upon which the Nabob sent nu> to Mr Spencer to acquaiift. 
him of the fie^^h demand Mr. Vansittuit had maf^e. ‘Tell him,’ says 
he, ‘ that what w ith so many demands foi indeiiinilieation to the 
Company, donation to the Army, re.stitution to the sufl'erers, the 
monthly i>ayment exacted for the Troops, ami w hat* w ith the still 
unsettled, exhausted state of the Cf^iAitry, it is absolutely <jut of my 
power to comply with this new demand for the sfiuadron. I am therefore 
resolved to resign the thjvernment if they go on in this manner, and 
let him and the Couifcil apix>int whom they please to manage th^t 
public affairs.’ When I aocpiainted Mr. SpeiTcer with this messago, 
his answer w-as ‘ that severjfl of the above demands had been made 
and agreed to >>efore his arrived ; nor was In- yet Coverrior. That 
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HisExceUency had better compfy with the d— 

.... .e.i - — 

^W «.a.y*.go,Mr. Va,.t.t.rt would b. ‘7^. N.“ b 

St>eiicer) would then have been in the Government a „ l,e 

then have everything done to his satisfaction ; but now h 

Sor.b5lab.d „o, would blr. V.u.llt.r. r..l«„ 

a” Oourrumoub .or could ho bimo.H co... to Che choir t.l the Be.t.- 
That the present desired for Commodore Tinkei 
tr^oXr c‘h“1..^*ocC uor hi., ho. .. Co »h. ,orCy lohh. for 
cicScioh. h. muoC, «. » Irl.ud Co th. N.bob, de.ir. I would ^ 

With his compliments and tell him it was his advice to him to 
comply ; for tLn. says he, Mr. Vansittart will resign the ^ 

shaU ^ Governor and the Nabob may depend on my showing 

every ^to^kindness.^t. on I repeated to His Excellency, who asked 

me ‘ whether these were the wal sentiments of Mr. Spencers heart 
or words of course only, ’ and said : ‘Why did you not lay greater stress 
, on my determination to quit the Government V to which I answered 
that I had urged every argument ii^my power, but that, as staying two 
‘-or three months longer in Calcutta must prove 
his affairs, I could not help recommending that he would take it int 
?urtherc;nsideration. 'Hpon which the Nabob said : ‘I will consult 

with Nun^o^^t Vansittart delivered with his 

own hand to the Nabob a paper which His Excellency thought w^ 

couched in dark and ambiguous terms implying that ““J^ss he 
agreed to thefr demands he would not be permitted to leave Calcutte. 
Although neither he nor myself understood the paper thoroughly, the 
Nabob^was much Sffended with it, and asked ‘ how long an answer 

S a better would be coming from Europe.’ I told him that he might 

have an answer in about eighteen months, upon whi^ he sat own 
.nd wrote a very long letter »to the Court of Directors , but 
before he had finished it he signed 'the deed for forty lakhs, an t en a 
further demand of eight lakhs was made. 

. nxhe Nabob having sent me again to Mn Spencer I represented 
to that gentleman the» injustice of this fresh demand a^r having 
^ttled with His Excellency /or forty lakhs, 

replies -. ‘I cannot help it.' The accounts really amount to the 
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sum demanded, and you will inform the Nabob that be must pay it.’ 

On my repeating this to His P^cellency, he said. ‘ They are mucU 
akin. Their dispositions are equally good towards me. The one 
works his end by violence (meaning ^Mr. Vansittart), the other by 
cunning.’ 

“ In this luannei- they went on debating till Mr. \ ansittart s 
depaiture, after which Mr. Spencer told the Nalnib ; ‘ We have been 
disputing here about a trille. You had better pay the eight lakhs. 

I am now governor, and will support you to the utnios^of my power. 

It will do us both credit that we have so easily settled this affair whi«h 
could not be adjusted in Mr. Vansittart’s tiovernment. I will have 
no connection with your enemies. I will deliver up Assun Oola 
Cawn, and I will hold no intercourse with I>oolubram, iV'truse or 
Itanichurn.* These words seeemed to have influeiiceil the Nal^ob, who 
paid 13 lakhs in Mr. Vansittarfs time and lO lakhs in three different 
payments during Mr. Spencer’s (ioverment. 

Later on (ixt the same sitting ol the Select Oommitteo) 
jS^uncomar was cxaminctl as to tiie donation to the Army, 
and then “ Nabkirisen, being questioned touching the dona- 
tion to the Army, delivers y»o lollowing particulars upon 
oath : ” — 

“ I was not present when the agreement fqi' a donation to the Army 
was made ; but I have frequently hc*ard from the Nabob’s own mouth 
that the 25 lakhs which he gave the Army was a free and voluntary gift. 
There was a halt of the Army for the space of four days at Doodnagur, 
when a committee composed of the officers assembled to regulate the divi- 
sion of the Nabob’s gift. Of this committee, consisting of thirteen offi- 
cers, Major Adams desired I would acqiwnt His Excellency requesting 
he would grant powers to the al>ove gentlemen to make the distribution 
1 went that evening to the Nabob, bnt it being then his usual 
hour of eating, I could not see him ; of which I informed Major 
Adams, who ordered me to go back immediately to the Nabob, for 
that the business was of so urgeijt* a nature as would admit of no 
delay. I saw the Nabob, and acquainting him with my message, he 
asked : ‘ Can any harm be meant me by this Committee ? ' And I 
answered : ‘No, there Trannot ’ ux>on which he siiid : ‘ Do you draW 

out a paper such as they want, and I will ^ign it.’ Accordingly I 
made a foal draft of the x>owers, which his own moonshee copied fair, 
and His Excellency signed.’ 



38 Battle of Blassby— Clive’s Bbpabture. 

At the Select Committee next day (27th August 1766), 
a.po,ed on oalB .. to U., do..t.o„ made 

da 7 Mr. Vansittart tt Sriiaker. 

that prevented the Nabob a making “■ ^ Nabob himself, who 

Thisi denied, a«rming ^^--^rrelaLVwh^^^^^ Vansittart said to 
would not hear of it. W . artiBce of Doolubram 

tl^e Nabob, ‘ This all,' says he, is the t^ick a ^ 

to bring an odium ^PO" office^ go and deliver it and 

teTSrs^rr^bfTnrd.-;- t^ s.- ^ ^ ^mchurn 

‘r r.:prrn.. .... 

did he would immediately throw up the Governm . , „ , . 

BaiJ. Sanoomar oontianed bU .vid.noe b,f„„ a, S. 

Com^^on the 29 th AuKuet. Ho .toted thot Ur. V.n.tttort 
,LToW..dth.t..C.ptoto^ 

tn“””“‘^-S“tt V.hoh give Cptnln A«eok J 0 .«« 

.^d’trro Inkh. to Mr. Tinkto in ready money and for the 

:hTnt«“~‘l“'r Sri5“ 

tey Nobkisaen. Of tins x ^ ^ 

4,000 rupees for his troiibW’ sitting of the Committee; 

The next witness C^t tlie saui^ sillh ^ 

was Nubkissen. The ^ Committee and duly 

« Nobkissen, Moonshee, is brought _ 

sworn, after J w^sTithUie Arm^at Goorgothy in the servi« 

“ ‘^n the year 1 -e^I wa^ a letter then from Mr. Vansittart to 

, Major Adams. it told me it was to this purpose, 

the Major, who, afte^ peru g^ Admiral Watson, the 

‘That when the squadron ^ . j„t use of the fl 4 et and the 

Trt;" K ranker! iTeTy^reat ^man, was now arHved. and 
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ought to have 25 lakhsi, that he, Mr. Van«ittart, i-equeeted 

Major Adams to spei^k to the IShibob upon the subject.* Major Adaras 
desired I would let the Nal>ob know this, and return to him i^fith his 
answer. When I told the Nabob the purport of the letter, he replied: 

‘ Who is this Mr. Tinker ? He has done^nie no services I have alread^^ 
driven Cossim Ally out of tjie country ; if I wanted him, I would 
have called for him, and gratihed him ; but now what has he done 
for me ?’ I asked what answer should be returned to Mr. Vansittart. 

‘ r>o you,* says he, ‘ toll him plainly that I finc^ he wants to 
revive our dispxitos ; IiJi'f* tt ifi thM-u 

it cigctiih iuinh<ttf‘<Z <tnrl if ftf/i mi/i i^^/ituZ IuMrey remarj^ing 

at the same time to me that when he left Oalcutta. ev'erything had 
been adjusted. In a word His Kxcellency was extremely incensed, 
and I went and informed Major Adams of the issue of my message. 
What answer the Major sent Mr. Vansittart I don’t know ; but three 
or four days after oaim‘ another letter from Mr. Van-^ttart to the 
Alajoi’, enclosing om* to the Nabob. t^n receiving tliem the ^ftaj<»i 
told me : * Do you carry this letter tcP the Nabob ; tell him I have 
received another to the same purport as the former, and desire he 
will consider of an answer and do what he thinks best.’ Upon deliver-* 
ing the letter and message to the ^Nabob, he said : ‘ How can MLajoj^ 
Adams, who is commanding oflicer on tlu? part of the King of England, 
ask me to comply with so unjust a request ? ’ I answered that I 
would acquaint the Major with what His Excellency said. When 
I told the Major, he s^iid : ‘ We must be quiet for tlie present ; but 

tivke an opportunity of seeing the Nabob again when he is in better 
humour, and hear then what he will say.’ I frequently afterwards 
mentioned the sulqect to the Nabob ; but he always ^rew so angry 
as to refuse hearing me ; upon which.! declared as my ox>inion 
Major Adams that it was in vain going any moi^e to His Kxcellency, 
for I was cei'tain he never would give anything on this account. 

“ I know nothing fuither of this affair till after the !Maj Ur’s death, 
when I went to Ohand* rnagore, of which District fL was fougedar. 
W'hile I resided there in the niontl^of Afay or dune 1764, I received 
a letter from Mr. Tinker’s Hanian, desiring me in his master’s name 
to come down^immediately to Calcutta, for he had business with m^ 
of very great moment: 1 came down accordingly and waited on Mr. 
Tinker, who asked me ‘ Why I left Calcutta *and lived at Chander- 
nagore. Why I did not rather stay with him, for he had a great deal 
of business for me.’ He then told me of the teep for 5 lakhs procured 
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‘ You must 

aifi hfa "^HejwigL could^^^^^i 

ira,m, l>eca ijil fe ^ C^Oos© to h» & v.^ 
wtny 

wiU 

_ witb the 

a aii^ with a 

jE^^re>t be, . ‘ tbe»e are ; t^rtr . la-ve 

of this eoontry, ^^lob X will ^jf^-^fe^ore 
will pay g^t*eAt fttten^t*!!. Ithto. 

tb© NabrjV/s affaii's that h© Do longer 

o 

4}|lj^Lme>©<i to tni«a a <iay. vHthont wmitaiig on 
to oall me- I <lid not, however, write 
- bmt I acquainte<l ISfuiideomac witll^the 


Bub»U.x^ce of wUat ’ and, in the letters I wrot« ^ the N-ibob 

< ^ f ,1XV >rnnacoi,iBr. Mr. Tinker preBeed 

Jm -‘‘i'-'" I ■t --"I'-i 

'^le^^^hould he intercepted by Mr Vaneittxxrt. be would be 

^ ... * ^bVrt he ‘ I^ull answer for it, he will not ho 

werV fcngry. s i. > h h^, 

I am now going to him ; do you accompany me. 

Twhexx we came -there, Mf. Maneittaxt encox.raged me and 

desired I would be under no .apprehension, but wx ite as the h ommm 

dore directed To which I answered ‘ that I could not engage in the 

affllr foT oO^g.^ent wrongIshouM blaxned.’ Mx. ^ansxttart 

th^n again repeated ^ Oon’t be afraid ; I wiil take care of you, and 

“ Swm' a^tTr this the Cotntixodore recommended me as Banxan to 

Mijor Munroe ; bvi^ I did not act in that capacity myself, b,^ 

fhrmed the business by a deputy. In this in^nm e a 

came to Calcutta , and some visits of cornplimenta having passed l>e- 
tween His Ex«Uencv, Mr. Vansittart, and the Commodore, one day 
Mr Tinker called me and saicf « ‘You know there is a cer^xn 
affair in agitation between the Nabob and me.- 1 replied :‘ This 
business is conducted by a Mr. Vaneittart ,; ’ and he answered If 
‘ imagine the Nabob U averse to havx^ng this 

Mr. Vanaittarfs hands, let me know, and I will go and talk to HU 
■ExoeUsnoy myself.’ I told him ‘ I could not make any reply ; but I 
yrO^\d ^9t him know in a lew d*xya,’ 
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“ When lirst Mr. Vansittart mentioned a present for Mr. 
tlie Nabob, he was very angry, «.nd told me af towards : ‘ I can heVef 
business with Mr. Vansittart with any satisfactlon^f or he is my ^nemy,^ 
expressing himsolf as if he believed Mr. Vansittart'a^intentipn was to 
i emo> 5 ^NiindGomar and raise Ooolubra^ to his emplo#rnient by wl^icb 
mean^e would procure the present for Mr. Tinker, a4<^g 
he was determind never to admit Doolubrani to that station; nor 
allow of any further donation to the squadi'on ; but rather than submit 
to such exaction, they should themselves appoint a Suba<^r under whom 
they might place I^oolubram, and then obtain thfe. donation tbay 
wanted.’ The Nabob further told me that Mjp. Vansittart ^was 
continually sending for Nundcoinar about this money for the squadron, 
threatening him and^making him carry messages to him (the Nabob)i . 
but he was resolved not to hear anything N^dcomar should o%4 .‘I 

the subject. He also told me and some others of ms servants in anangt*y 
tone : ‘ It was in consequence of your letters 1 came to • dcuta ; but 

unless you can apply some relief to my present necessities, don’t Bx>eak 
to me, nor come near me.’ Accordingly we kept away for some days, 
but, being informed that DoolujL^ram w^as appointed to Nundcomars 
office, T then went and told the Nabob that Hoolubram was to have* 
his new appointment x^ublicly noticed in a few days, and th^t, unless 
he consented to the demand <jn behalf of the s<piadron, he must 
expect to see JDoolubram in charge of t^e administration, when 
neither His Excellency iioi* Nundcoinar would be pei'inittcd to leave 
Calcutta, which must bring inevitable ruin on his affairs. 

“It was after this the Nabob told me that Mr. Vansittart had 
been with him a day or two before, and upon his (the Nabob’s) being 
very angry told him : ‘ Sii*, if you do not conaent,^we know how 

to manage it with wliicli His Excellency being deeply affticted, 
desired me to acquaint Mr. Spencer of what ^Mr. Vansittart had 
said, and bring back his answer. I told Mr. Spencer it was the 
public report that His Excellency and Nundcomar would be kept here 
and Hoolubram be sent to the city to take charge of ^he administra- 
tion ; and asked him if there ^vTere any grounds for the report. 
Mr. Spencer laughed and said : ‘ The Nabob’s a foolish weak man. 

He is hurting both us and himself, and I. will give him no advice. 
Had he listened to me before he would have been long since *t 
MEoorshedabad. ’ 

“ With this I acquainted the Nabob, who said : ‘ What a dis- 

tressed situation am I in ! X am dome to Calcutta where I have not a 
single friend, and because I love Nundcomar they are his enemies too. 
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Tell him to come tome this* night. ^Vddiiig, in violent lag ’ 

n.o once but get away fvoxu Calcutta and I shall then know how to acC 
“ Not long after I went to Mr. Tinker, he asked me . y 

heard the news, that the Nabob and Nuudconmr are to be ‘U 

Calcutta ' Had Miey been my f.-iends who would haN e ' 

tress them / The Kabob might then have returned with ciadit to « 
city. If he will embrace it, he has good fortune still -^tending hmi. 

4 i 

-Mr Spencer consults, me in everything. In shoi t, 
douo\vithout my .ipprohation : and ^ 

manner the Kahob has slighted me, he will be \civ angiN- - 
till ns amval, tm. Nabob .omd himseu be 

mneh bis T.ordslnp e.steems me. On m\ goin„ .1 > Piiclind 

i.e.^ossarv instructions with Mr. Spencer, and on my arrival bug . 

, will send for Colonel Coote t,. my house and have some 

with him. I shall then liave an audience, of the ki ng, and a i 

after 1 will pves. nt to His Majesti all my papers i dative to this eouii- 
trv r.ut there is one thing yon must do for me, yon must get a lette 
from the Nabob to the King of Oreat Ihitain. 11 i-s Kxcdlene^ must 
■ tso give me a dress, with the prol-er jewels and .sWord. in which dross 
I shall wait on Ills M.ijesty to ddwer th. Nabob's let ter ; le. me 
know the propel hone, and I will wait on the .Nabob in peison. 

aj went to the Nabob and repeated wo, d for word the above eon 
lersation. Mr. Tinker also lisited him the inM das . and related a 
these ..irenmstan. es with his own lips to the Nabob, .\fter he was gone, 

1 lemaincd will. His l-Neellemy, who told me ' that he found, nn ess he 
aoreed to the demand for the s<iuadron, Nlr. \ ansittart wont no 
permit either him or Nniidconiar to leave ( alcutta , hi must ° 

sehmit CMr. Tinker,’ say.s he, ‘will manage with the Couneil. lad 
„S s<>e what he will do.’ In cotise.iiienec, the several deeds were e.KO- 
ented ; after whieh .Mr. Tinker told me that Mr. \ ansittart had 

■ipplied to the Nabob for a paper acknowledging that his donation 

till navy was M,.nntary and of his own free will. ‘ '>'> y'’‘^b 1^'. 

‘ no in my name and tell His K.vcclleney he will much oblige me 
gKing an aeknow lodgement to me likewise.' -I'liis t .^u T know 

t > tbe N^abob, but cannot >^ay whether ever it wjt.^ " 

I that soon after, Mr. Tinker told me: ‘I am the Nabobs and 
Nundcomar’s real friend. M'hy have they mtpressed ‘ 

doubtful and amhiguons terms as render it o m. signi ica 
ytr. Vansittart has dr.awn up another ; see and get it signed Id 
the iSTabob/ 
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“Afterwards when 1 saw tlie Xabob he desiretl I would immediately 
j;et a letter drawn up from him»to the Comi>any, s^jecifyin^ his several 
grievances, and x^articularly his heavy sufferings on account resti- 
tution to the merchants and donation to the nav-y -which lette r went 
home by Major Shirlock. Another fester lillod with^nimi lar, but still 
more bitter, comx^laints went home by bieuttuiant (b*ant, wluj was 
►Secretary to Colonel Coote.” 

At a meeting of the Select C "omni ittec', August ►><>, 17()f>- 
Bamchurii, liitt' Banian to ]\fr. \^ansittart, \ifjis <'xa minced 

as to the donation to the iSTavy. lie said : 

“ I^ut as he [.Mr. Tinker! conferred much oftcjiei with Ju?>gut 

Chund and iStobkissen than with me upon this suhjoct these will be 

able to give yon the %est account 

Ramchurn said ho took the Nabob's ttbligatiou (for five 
lakhs; and letter to Mr. Tink<n*. \n bo ih^elarcul hinis^M anroiitcd. 
JIc said ; 


“ I hud tlu»t neither you i«>r Mr. Vansittart are proper 

X->crs<jns to transact my business. ^ You ore not upon terms of friendship 
with tlu' Nabob. 1 will therefore manage it myself. Nundcomar’t-'* 
.on-in-law and Nobkissen, the NhW>ob’s Vakil, are here ; 1 will cmplo.^ 
them ' 


Raincliurii went on with ]iiri evidonee up to tJie Nabob 
arrival in Oalcutta. Tlien a.s to Tinker s attair, he said : 

“ JIow it was concluded 1 don’t know, as it was entirely 

transacted between the Nabob, N unclcomar, Mr. Tinker, J uggnt Chund, 
and Nobkissen ’ 

This body of evideucii constitutes au uuwrfttiMi ebax^ter 
of Indian history, which, as alrea<ly ^bsorved, hardly 
needs to have its moral x>ointed. It is the Hrst instance, ot 
which it is discover traces, of the^Heecing ot a 

Nabob Its (dfcct on the nihid of the Nabob ke road 

in the extracts : and very lil^ely the story spread and x^^o- 
duced its etiects on other minds also. 

Mr. Vansittart, so often mentioned in thes(i depositions, 
had been ax)pointcrl (Governor of Gafeutta in 1701. lie 
ax^pointed Ram (Jhurn Roy as his Rowan (or Banian). 
He sent for Nabob Jatferaly Kl\an, Subadar, an<l Nabob 
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4)ki>aktt'uk. 


BAT'ri.E OF PLA.^SbEV ClAVE b 

..-i Sul 

oomiiTittofl. Nalx)!* K i. ima . ,,,,r\ivL- :>n(l troachcrously 

removo.l tVoni_ M oov^IkmIu ” MoorsUe.luba.l, Pahin, 

loUea all Ua. J aU U.- uobV. ot 

(.os.„nl,a.ar bV.--. a. I (,..uuo.l Kov. Maharaja 

Beni,al. ' . V ‘m a.al hi. .on, an.l Ja^at 

r'^h.tV:l’av\0ran, M.,ha..aia 

BooUuUr^^ V.ho ;oro Then h. ..aouUa o.ea.ea .ho .o.ora. 

iiiceb^ant -Nvork un<l( i i h< <>| th<^ ]>hin(U'rc‘a 

unaconhnoa.oh.- .out. lum.oU' 

^aa,... ai-o, h. con^.- 
ai.a jil. N nhkir-'on ami 

.luonco of ha.a.Bini- am oy , ..l,,,Hta in a hoal. hn. 

Mr. JSkinm-r woim' hriii<Ai kini 

unfortunamly ho .-xHuaM on tho ''j;? - j , -h,.,,-, 

Mr Van-itriirl imd I )‘arK<‘a t<>» 1 -• i - * i 

.. IM - 17.;-> Ills annoinl.m-m ot Ka..nnal> 

,,vaival on am .hal.Ma^, t H,. . 11. I Ho hah not tho 

K.han as Sahahar hah prov.-a amastiou- . 

. , 1 cMvo Nnhkisson was now <‘.nplo>o<l as 

heart to taco., kora ( h^.. 'Y ,„.tore. Afl.-r 

,He conlhh-tnial '.a ) .aVoraU K han as Suhaaar 

oonsultino hhn, ( h.o i;'-; ..oo.npanma 

and iNlozulltrjiin^ ^ ai > that a treat v \va- 

u-l't:.;::;' ■ xr,:: 



^Iahakajaii Ni'BKUsyKN' Bah ADI li. 
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Munsub l^iinjhazBrcf', throe tliourMind -ewar or hol•-^enlen, 
the title of Raja Bahadoo«- and a l\ilkee and many other 
paraphernalia. Me received from Mis Tli^^hne-.* the ^^’aboh 
valuable KheJafs and other mark- of honor ; aiid on tlio sam<^ 
day a IManbiib of one thoiisaml liv<^ hnndred -T>\var and tla‘ 
title of Roy were conferred on hi ^ two elder brother^. 
Xnbkis.sen proceeded with Bord < div(‘ to Benares ami 
Azimabad. U(‘ (‘ffectcal a scdtlement of ^the Ihovincc 
of Benares with :Maharaia Bid want Sin^di, and of tke 
Provinces ol‘ Behar with JNIaharaja Shitab Roy, and c;iim‘ 

i>ack to t'ah-utta with I a>rd (’live. 

()n(‘ <lay as *l.ord t'liv<‘ wa- (noao^.d in t la* ( ’oiincil 
Chamber in consultation on the .abject of rcwaialino the 
useful service- r<aid<acal I >y Nubkisson, a Per ’ n letter in 
answer to one of Lord ( live'-, arrived from the rSnbadar ol 
Arcot ami his Bordship d<-ired NTibki-sim to r«avd and explain 
it. Nubkisscai hndin- the contend- to la* advers(* to his own ^ 
interest, laanained silent for^ a moin(‘nt, but wasoblioed t o^ 
interpret it, <jn b(‘in^ [)ress<^‘d. idu* siib-tance ot tin* l<‘t.t<.‘i was 
as follow - : ft is m;v' w ish al-o that th<; war with tin* itiiijolish 

Company' l^ein;^ endcfl and a treaty conclmb'd with thenn 
both th<* l^ow'ers eontinu<* on ^ood t(*rms, but Raja IMobo- 
eri-hna, wlu> inana”<*s t lit* (’em[>any ^ affairs. bein^' the 
son <jf l)ewan Ram (^'hurn, th<* associate ot inv enem> 

Monc*(n luhlin Khan, will obstruct the* int<*nd<‘d Tu'^ot iat ions, 
for which r<*ason it is needle-s (v> make* ^ncnlion of peace 
during' th<* c*ontinuam^<* of Raja JSoboci ishna. (. livt*, on the 
lett<*r IxMu;.!^ <‘xpiainc*d to liiin, <lesir<‘d N ubkisse^i to wait in 
an adjoinin;.*, I'ooni for a short tjim*. Nubkiss<‘n*s l(‘(din;j,s, at 
that nionifuit of susp<'ns<*. may w'<‘ll b<‘ iinaii,im‘d. (ria*at was 
hi< reli(‘f wlum (dive, aftt*r a con<ultation witli his (’ounc*il, 
addressed him to t*he following f‘tf‘ec*t : " A\ hy di<^l you m^iT 

intbrm me so h>n;j; that yon were ot' such a noble tamily 
The C^onipany have derived cal bi'iieht trom your 

-(M'vices and laborious imderlakin Not knowing the rank 



4(; JiATTI.K OK TkASSKY CI.IVK's J J lil’ A K’i K U K . 

of your .lescent wo oouUl not ^.how you the iv-spt'of duo to it. 
From this day wo appoint you JXanmu to tho ilon'l,!,. 
t'ompany ami title and roho of honour. etc., shall h,- 
confom'd on ^"ou shortly'. 

tn tin- yi^-ar list) HiS<'r.-o (17f.C. A.l>.) hor.l Olivo was 
pleased to u<‘t a Firman or .Mamlat<’ from Ills ^Majesty 
Shah Alum, oi-antino Mnhkiss.m a dionily of Mutisub Shush 
llazare<'. foyr thousand sowar, and the tith' ot Maharaja. 

Fo was pleased also to h.-stow upon him a <4old Mo.lal with 
a. l'<-r-ian in-oription. as a testimonial to all India ot tho 

rc'our.l whi.'h Ford ( 'live ami tin- I l.m'hlo Oomi.any had foi 

his faithful and honest soiw ioos, a Kln h'if with a prooious 
ojirland of poaiF. a h. a.l-.lross, a shield, a sword and various 
other e.ostly x>ui a phernal ia. ineludine -ilver and ■Se/'f.f, 

maee and staff. still the insi-nia of lh<‘ Sovahazar Rajas. 

home hy their aLtilidanls when the> -;o out on formal 
oeeasions. His Fordship alloVso.l hi m a o nan 1 of sepoy s t o 

‘ wateh his eate. and desire.l to lis for him a monthly -alar.\ of 
* Its. uiion whieh Xuhkis~en n pre-ented to Ford 

Clive that throu-h , his l.ordship's hemwolenee hewas iiot 
under the nee<-ssil\- ol reeeiiine from the llonorahlo < oni- 
l.any siu-h a lar,ii,e sum p<-r im-nsein. hut that a moiithly 
allowanee of Ks. :2()i) mij^ht he lived for him and his heir- 
in perpetuity to jinnerve the status of his family. < div<> com- 
plied with Tiis repia'sentation ami had th<' kindness to eonduct 
him to his eon\eyane<‘ on an eleiihant. and the iMaharaja 
eaim- home in 'a eraml procession, seatterin<i: rupei>s all 
aliout him. ^.IF- recidved tin- s„m of Rs. 21)0 every month 
from the tl*eneral Treasury, as loii” as he lived, hut the 
allowance was not continued to any oi his heirs. t'hv<‘ 

heforc linally leaving India in J 7)17 j-ave the eharee of «overn- 
•ment to iNIr. Vorelst, and Maharaja Xuhki^son continued in tho 
ea|)aoit,v of I^olitica‘1 Hewan or l‘olitical 15anyan to the ( om- 
pany and dischareod his duties to the complete satisfaction 
of’ tho now Govovnor. 
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JO . . 

liim^eli:. Minute by John Johnstone, 

e>a<xenQO iiim^cn- 4 -Vi« 4 - niive had 

i ;i Vt7^ 1 765 there v/as ?in insinuation that e.iive naa 

tbroiifth so.no snboraimvtos, one o£ whom was 

S^l^GommUtee hive been pleased to lay ^ 

of Mabomed Ke^ Cawn and dnggut ! 

presenta that have been '^^^“^‘^;^oyrwbo"ld8 Lordsbip certified 

intfinwTt I L -ttfactionilif Coia-Petruse, Nubbissen 
served him efitirely to of those able conveyancers 

Wshy, Nnn^comar, or made to answer. 

wire * 0 , be seized and confin cos overv Question that a future 

wMtW they willed or nob on oath «b H^ them as to the 

CoTmmitt^ or Oovernor and Council sliould p . 
money their masters received. ' ^ 

. CO.™™. 

£e„ce rncvit ,.tte„«o.. Joh''*'"'- 

I i . 0 . h‘i^ not i\ \vor<l to 
able conv€^ 3 "ane<'r, and ( 1 ia e na 

his stated in one oii his depositions already 

<piotcd that he was Fonjedar of l,,a 

There is ofticiai evidence that in 1-00 Nubki. sen 
come to be recognised as one of the “ persons most respon- 
sible -and whose characters and services merit consideration. 

as the following tMLiVr;., .roo. 

“ Advertisements having been alr^dy pursuant 

' JoT^eYohitToToTS" cIniLttZ'earing date the 2nd of December 

to thr7roceeainasl.£ the Wt committee. 1705, No. 7, 

Sp.iTiC Appendix, ISTo. 8., 
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MaHAKAJAH ^OJL V 

laiMi, ‘ ‘ ttuit tUe leases of 4Ue preseCtfc > 
^itt ^y of Novenibeiv 1766^ j tlie should m ' 

excluded, and Uaat the benefit of tli e lands ^hbuld be difi^ 

^he most extensitvi and eq^uitabre manner powlble all the 

reputable Bani^lW and black inhabiCajj^te of Oftlcu^a*V>»<i 4^^*^ 
petitions for lands being now presented to the Ootumittee^ 

^‘Agreed that the following list be selected ftoin the great number 
of petitioners as persons tlie most responsible and whoro characters 
and services merit consideration, and that thej-’’ be de^red to attend 
next Tuesday in order the lands may be divided intd lots and thg 
rents adjusted by the most equitable valuation,” ''■r ' ^ 

A list of 40 names is given, Nubkissen standing at the head, 
llnring < live’- x eoiid visit to India Nnbkisson materials 
Iv assisted him in juiritying tho administration. That work^ 
of C'livc^’s is dosvrihod by Macaulay as onei of thou, most 
extensive, difheiilt and salutory reforms that ver was 
accomplished by any statesman^’ And there are reasons 
for presuming that jSTuhkisxm rendered to him great 
service'^ in tin' aec*ontpli'~'^nti<.'nt of that iiohh* work. 

He accompanied ( ^ivc^ to ^Ulahahad w hen the Ilewanny ^ 
was obtained, ]»rc^‘^umahl y on his advice or sugrgestion. 
Naturally, honours cam<‘ thick, and fa^-rt on him. Tho 
peror Shah Alum wa- aj^parently more* j)leased wuth the 
recognition of his x)aramount tith^ by ( UiA e’s ai>plication for 
a grant of the Hewanny than >orry for the virtual loss of his 
iuninre. As Macaulay i)uts it : '' The Mogul w as^ absolutely 
helj^less ; and, though he murmured, had re ason to be well 
l)leased that the English w ere disj^osod to gjive solid ruj^ees, 
wdiicli he never could have extorted from them, in exchange 
for a few Eersian characters which cost him *iothmg. A 
bargain was speedily struck ; jy^d the titular sovereign of 
Hindostan issued a warrant, empower ing the t.^ompany to 
collect and administer the revenues of Bengal, Orissa and ^ 
Behar.” The Emperor was pleased to egnfer on Nubkissen 
the honours and rewards already mentioned, obviously in 
recognition of the part played by him in conducting the 
negotiations. The title of Maharaga Bahadur was not. 
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however, 
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assured. 


Ar>VAKCKMFiKT IN TjIFK l^P TO 17 70. 
assuniea l.y Nul.kisson tlx- 25th .lanuary 


position and inHuonc' ot Nuhkiss<Mi were now 
To crown his .listinctions, he was, on the recom- 
nien.lation oi tdive. appointe.l Political Banian to the East 
India t'oinpanvon the Kith dannary 17C.7. Th(> lollowine 
is a copy oi Ih.'- official paper with r.-i.-ren.-e to the appoint- 
UH‘iit : — 

Fort AVilliain, Jan. 1 7(57, at a Seli^ct <‘onniutUa‘ ; 

‘‘ l.ord C Mivt‘ (»»ii‘siaen() itmm ) innitMu\in£< Nobkissen Moonsheo 

tin* proti'Ction <>f Llu^ < ’< muni tini'. 

“Itesolv. d that, inconsUlovati..,, of IPs faill.f-d and diliKcat services, 
Nobkissen be appoiated t I.e Tfoa’l-le Company’s Political Ilanyan, w.tb 

a salary annexed of 2<M) rupees per mensem, the same to commence 

from this date.' 

This was tin- last nn-etino oi th.> Select ( 'eininittee that 
l.ord ('liv.- presid.-d at h<dor<‘ hi- r.dnrn to Europe. 

Nnhkissmi secmasl ior t h<‘ Nniklea 1 vaja- t h<‘i r tithe 1 h<> 

iact is worthv oi att.'i.tion as a prooi not only oi his ahs.-nce 

oi imdoiisv towards nmn hiohly pi d. hut oi his appreciation 

of them an.l his desire to h<-lp an.l adxamm them. Evnience 
of this fact is to he found in th<‘ iollownio- piditiou : 

rpijp fro.N-’nl.F, TUB (tOVKRNOR-CtBNBR.M.. 

'Pub TTumiu.b Vbtitios: ob 1?a.tau Koukissf.s. 

That at the time bord Clive went to llliabad to visit the King, 
Mr Sumner airpHed to him to obtain the title and.lalnrdar i.alampnn, 
7 ■ for the Haiaii of ISnrdwan, at which opportunity your petitioner 

LM^csU-d tlm :::mo title, etc n.ight he also obtained for the Knddea 
uldah and did accordingly pay the NnB^.nrannab of ten thomsand 
rui-es for the service of the latter ; and herd fhve on h.s i^tnrn to 

.... W,t,. ...le., « s 'V 

Noddea n„nti»..<-d lh«t a. you. p.l.t.oi.oi' »». '"lOit .,11 b.,„ - 

‘ fited by the said title, etc., which is to continue to Ins descendants he 

thought proper to give your petitioner the little village or 

^ ^ Tvv i„; — ,.v . lAiif idpititioner made 


tron land called Serampoie or Tvloolajore ; but 


SrlrcHotis front /hr Stfftr Vol. II., p- 180 



Mahauajaii Nubk^isskn 13 aiiaouk. 


then an objection to expect a of the Ibijah, becaui:>e h^waa a 

Brainin, and therefore ijropo^ed lhat he wo\ild iu>t take it witho\it the 
Ibijah’s acknowled<,dng the above ten thousand rupees to be looked upon 
as an ackno vvledgnient for such n»ohuttv«»ii ; J^nd it wa^ settled accord- 
ingly to the satisfaction of the Kajah ; ^our ]jetitionei‘ obtained the 
Sunnud in the liengal year 1173 for the said village which in the 
Bengal year 1171 was rated at no more than (>2.7 rupees for the 
annual juinmah 

(Sd.) iNft utK^ssj*:x. 

• 

Til a book c albnl Nonuun ia t m <• " doposibnl in 

UiHOial Dopartniont of tln‘ Cto\ orii nu n t of India, Nii}>kisson 
i^ doscribod as liaviyg; b<‘<Mi l.or<l (dixa '- Uowan at th<' 
of tho elevation of dafiir i:ie<‘ Kban to the Mii^mid of Heiioak 
FI<» aina^sml an iinnnnise roidnin'on that oeea-ion and subs<'- 
<liiontly upon tlu' ao< pi i-it ii>n of tb<' l)<‘\\ane(' was p.a< <nl by 
Tiord Cdiv«' in tin' ino-t eonlicbnitiai situation--." ddnna^ is no 
<lonbt that at this tinio TSTubkissini was, li (‘vcn- man was, a 
plnrali-t. n<‘ had <*haro<^ of the following Ci ove r niueiit oihces 
Nvhic-h h<‘ u><‘d to hold in his Sovabazar biiihlin^s : Th<‘ . 

{ Persian Sc'oretarv's ( )tTiee), Arzix'ijf ( P<‘tition 

recMMvino; ofhecO, Jathn<Uct Kac/tctri (Tribtinal for In arin^^ 
deci<Uno^cras(‘s ladative to c-astiO, tlie Money Uoclow n (or ( Vim- 
pan v's Tr<‘a rv ), the Mctl A duUit (Finaiioial (^ourt) of th<‘ 
24 _Fa rg,anas, TixIis 'iL J}it/tLtr ( of t/ollector) oi the 
24 _L^ar namis. As a hnmorons writer has it : Xt is not the 

length, brt‘adtln and depth of liis titles, it is not the outward 
sio;n> of honor by which tln^ iinT>ortaneo of T^ibkissen can be 
cm rectly estimated. Uatlnn* tln‘ midtitiidinous and onerous 
otheial tluties which belon^etl to him di'Hnc'd his*^)ro[)i‘r ]^)osi- 
tion. At one and the sain<‘ tii*ib h<‘ lield seviui ofhces. dhe 
Banian to the ( \)minittc‘<" or I’olitical P>ewan, lie was the 
Persian Secretary, the Reeeiviu* of Petitions, tin- President of^ 
the Paste Tribunal, tin- Kee])<-r of the Tri^asury, the Head of 
the Revenin- (^ourt of tin- 24 -Paroanas, the ( Vdh-ctor of the 
24 -Par<vanas, ainl what not. With other yc-ars he filled other 
posts, but w hether they w ere added ttp the old ones, or whetlier 
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h<- ha^l lo r.-lin<iiu>li -oin.-. i- unknown . Tin- u.‘ know that 
over ami ahovo hi- roonlnr ,hui<'~ In- wa- l ia-.im-ntl.v called on 
to execute .ioh-. lle-ide^ hi- ordinary olhc-. he may he >aid 
to have heen iinini>t< r w.ithout a l>orI folio. \\ h:it an index 
these duties and more to tlie i-ai-aeity of a sinek- mdividnid 
and lo the eonlidenee r<-i.o-<-<l in him hy his ma-t.-rs 1 hi- 
man va- half the (h.v.-rnmeni ! lion ihi- llrohdi^naoian 
oftieitd -talke.l ami<l-l tin- | .n ny ad m i n i-l ra 1 or-, inelinlme; hi- 
-tqx-rior-. wlio di\id<-d amony tliem-< l\<- the other halt itnd 
-(MMued r(‘adv 1 <> Orvak down nndor it- wei^i^ht. ’ 

In niu-lration oT tin* infIn<‘n<*o and.. po-Uion ol Nid)- 
at thi- |a*rio<k tin* Tollow ino k*itc*r< may kn i lu-idnnt ally 

to : 

/V/-.«-.'e I-,;. L.n-r^ /I . ITtiT <',»! lT<iS. 

I'l-nni ‘ 

llA.I All I >iAia\M L*i N ni 1 
Tt. 

M 11. \ lat la.-s I 

V<tui seiMUit luis itl thi*. tniif ivccixt,*.! :5 Inindifd -old laoliui- 
frmin tlu* Nalx.b S n fc-uM )onv la, lOO 17oa» M r. Sn kes, i>0( ) t“i< >in Uu* 
Xawal) MalHaned Ji<-xa Khan, aiKl .‘>n from Mahali Jhijah .NLihindiii 
a.s a Nazar for tho >>acrod invseiit e. This I wi ite tor .\ our J'.xcellen 
inforiiialion. .M r. and iht* Nahoh Mahomed Keza Khan 

t adored vour >sfrvants to provide a -triiif^ ot peaiK a^reeakh* Of 
tstaklistied eut^tom for Mahah ilajah Mihindur, whieh hayin- m 

readinet^s I dflivered to them, who presented it t<t th<- afoia^.aid Mahal. 
Rajah. Vour t^ervant has heen favoured with m. Nazar h>r sacred 
prest'uee on aee<.uJt t »f vour Kxeellency, m>r haveanyoftht“(ttlier 
m-ntlemen deli\i*red him any. Whatever Nazar .>our Kxeelleiiey shall 
think prt.per h. present to 1 1 is Majesty > -vi will put in a purse under 
your own .seal, after the manner, of the Nabob 8yfe-ul- 1 >owlah and 
direct the <»ther -eiitlemeii that they deliver their Nazars for ills 
Majesty to >e>nr servants after the example of y<air Kxeellency. 
When the Nazar shall arrive in the x>resence fix.m the Nabob ^syfe-u 
^Dowlah, Mr. Sykes, Wthomed Jieza Khan and Maha Rajah Mihin- 
dur and no Nazar shall ai>pear fre>m >e>ur Kxcelleiiey, your e.wn 
supeiior judj^ment w dl point oUt you, what ideas will entei into His 


i'.ye A s ^laij ft ^ .-Npid ])ag:e' 


1 nt 1 17. 



INIaiiaka-iau 2s i l’.k 1 kn 1^aiiai>i u. •>'> 

SLuje^-ly brL'a>.t. A «hukaii i'loni * Lhc* >:u l od pi i u r add i I < * 

Voiii* 111 xce Honey aiiiN'eal \v 1 1 1 1 •na' .'t.oiiu’ da v '-inei*, and I Li <i n^'niiL 
iL to youi- x>iosciico a« ooiu] lan iod ^vith a lot lor rmni tln“ «Nabol. 
Slinoio-nt - 1 >owlaU tlnoiiL^li tho li.iiid'^ ot” K'ai.ih N ol )l'v \ -ud 

sUnkali at tlds tinio aiia\’od with nm < nnxianual 1 ).^ ain*tln r h'tloi 

from tla‘ Nabob and I now* tr.in-.init it to > on . lo lo^od. ... 

/Vvwvo/^ n< }>< < rf nn H f /*/'<><'•'' R>, >■(,.</ IT^o <<>'<1 

No. .S2. 

P'roi n 

'I'll !■. N A \\ \ r. M i-.N I i: 1 i i - I >o\\ n \ n 
To 

\' la: 1. i • 

<)nlho I ( Ith d an u.i i>' I aiiiNidat Allahabad aiul ]Mid tin' dnlio-. 
ol allo^ianco to lli-- Ma|c‘st.\. <h>d i.s w'itnn-.s how' hoa\ > ♦^'o honr.s of 

ab.sonco havo sat 141011 \ oni- fi iond and liow' itnH-s^antl\ nvMii- pi ai^,i -A 
haiiL^ uiion his lonucun. Maytlio A 1 ny^ht y :-* >< m l•ai^^na < on.) nnol u 1 
and oroato a oauso wtiuh may a.-ain laston nu‘ to tho s« m iolN' ol \oni 
17 xoollonoii.‘'^. Mv ^laoioiis boi-d I ha\ o w iitti n \''ai li \ o r-o\oial timos^ 
without ha^ int^ y<^A boon lavoni od wit h a ^int^lo answer- I ontioat that 
my addrossos may bo hononrial \vith yoni’ innnodiat<‘ notioo, aiuT 
that you will oidor tinndy an.swoi* t<i bi* writton 

1 ijaiticulail^' rocjuo.st \-oiii- .sti*oipm‘st injnnotion^ to M.ilia h’ajah 
Nobki.sson foi' this ijuiiior^to 

Tln< h-lioi- i-- < 'o r ro I lura I i N < ‘ oxjhhuno ilmt Nnliki'-'-on Imd 
ulroailv biM*n iiia<l<‘ a Mabaiaja. 

Tnfiu(‘iu*<‘ n(‘\ <1' Tail- to <‘xoit<‘ j<*alott-\ . and one i- not -nr- 

to Hnd that tin* oinint‘nt po-ition and mnnmaudin^ 

inHiioiK-o ol‘ Xnbl^i--<‘n at tbi- tinn* niado li^n inan\' <‘in'ini<*-. 

ISL(‘n \vlio-(‘ ill-toolin^j, ainl do-ion- <d‘ a< li\<* ln)stilit\ lia<l <0 

lon<' bi*(*n latc*nt, Ti*!! tln‘in-olvo- oin*ou la *« 1 lo«lliro\\ a-id<‘ 
^ • 
till <* al'toi- N iibki— <*n's • I'rioin L ])atia)n and ])r<)t(*otor 

litid l<*Ld tin* <ajinitiAa W itliiii tlna*(* inontli- alt<‘i* <di\<* liad 
]t*l't Tinlia i-oiii] )la ini s \\ oro ] >i<*r<*rr<*< 1 a;j,ain-t Nnbki-.-on to 
tin* S(d(*of ( V>niniitto<*. < )jn* J\ain Xatb^lki- < -oi n pla i n<*d ol 
i^v^toi'tion ]^n'a(*t i -<*< I on liini by Xubkis-<*n, and two nn*n, Jbini 
Snnar O ami X < * 1 n 00 t » a n >ob‘<*, oba r^i.o< I bint an i t b 1 1 a \ - 

inn- Adolat<‘<l tin* wifo ol a J3raliiiiin^ J_Iic v^odoct ( oiiiiiiil toa ■ 
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caused »>oth the charges to l)e t^iorou^hly eiuiuired into. They 
were fovind to he false, Xul>kis.4en was ae<iuitted, and the 
complainants and tlieir ahett<.)rs w<'re order<*d to he j)unished. 

It transpired in the course of the in<iuiry that at least one 
of th<> complaints, that of outrao<> on a woman, had been 
instij>;ated l>y Nuncomar. Nid»kiss<‘n had alr<‘aily heen 
hrou^'ht into i*<dations with uncoma i*, hut it will h( coi\ 
veni<'nt to reserve for .-< paratt- noric<> all facts concerning 
Nuncomar ami his trial (which ha.t not > .‘t come) that may he 
relevant to this hio^rai)hy. ( 'ontau n in the charj^es just 
i-eferred to. the en<{uiry lu'hl jiml the ih'cision arrived Jit. tin* 
host that can he done is to let th<‘ follow’inp: orieinal <locu- 
ments si)eak tor themselv<‘s : - 

SkLKCT (JOMMITTKK ON APllil-. IB, 1 Ao . 

Tlie Iloii’ble the President lays before the Ctiiiiiiiittee the 
foUowin<^ petition presented to^ him l>y Nobkissen JNIounshy. 

To 

ThK Hon’bLK ll.VRRV V^krkrst, Psti., 

V rei^ide'ttl ciml (Joceraor^ ct't'., ct'e., t>/ I^'ort h iflutnt. 

Tim IvIkmoriai.. of Nobokisskn of C.^vlcutta. 
tIUMBLY SllKWKTll, 

That it is with the utmost diliiculty and reluctance your Petitioner 
is reduced to the disa^^reeable necessity of berr^dng your Honour’s 
patience for the perused of the following, which nothing- but the most 
dear and valuable of all earthly privile^res, the defence of his charac- 
ter, could h?lve made him thus i^resume to trouble you with, at the 
same time hopes his conduct lias been and ever shall be, unblameable 
before your eyes. %i 

Your Memorialist, the hrst time l^ord Clive was in l^engal during 
the Covernm^nt of the :Nabob Surajah Houlah, was employed and 
entrusted with all private engv.^ements made between the N^abob 
Jailer Ally Cawn and his Lordship, also during the wai with Cossim 
Ally Cawn, he was from the beginning to the end attending on Major 
•Adams, and c.vecuted such services as caused his Lordship on his 
return to this country^to take him again into his service ; and as his 
Lordship found him desirous of no other employment than* that of the 
public, and constant and faithful in the discharge of his dut3", he was 
graciously pleased to raise Ivm to great honours. 



Maharajah NvBKiysKisr Bahai^uk. 


Before lii« I^ordship’a departure for Knpclaiid, believing hii 


y art' on^^.' 
od ft >i tune. 


been 
in Ibi 


‘aiiM, in bt)pt.*H tluit bjy b a dis- 

able to bave i aiint'd my ebaraett r and 
^ thtfir etloits aie now extended tt) 


sufficiently experienced he [Bbrd t Mive], made him principal banyan 
for the atl'airs of the Government and as a farther testimowy and 
approbation of his conduct, presented him with aii elei.hant and 
a medal. 

These mai’ks of his i^oitlship’s favour and esteem, togetht*r with 
U.e counten^^nce lie has since met witli fr-.m your Honour, l.y taUino 
him into your service, lie has too great reason to fear has [ Miave"! 
drawn on him the resentment and jealousy of wicked and envious 
minds, as the following facts will certainly evince, as they are on4y 
calculated to depreciate and wound the man whose good foiHine, 
under the auspices of his hordship a iid your 1 1 oiior, has l aised him 

above the common ai^l usual advances ill life, ami not, as they jire- 

tend, to punish the guiUy . 

My enemies have in \ain ineart hed fi»r promts that 1 raised my 
fortune by bribery and undue means, in hopes that bv h a dis- 

covery they might have been able to have ruined my character ami 
reputation ; disappointed in this, tliifSr etlorts are now extended to 
more base and villainous ends,, my life is now what they thirst after 
and altogether indiilerent about the means by which it may be aceoni-* 
plished ; for 1 can at this |)resent [moment;’] piove that two men, the one; 
named Ram tSunnar ( 1 hose, the othei N einoo ( langolee have, eitheras 
principals or employed by others, been tampeiyng with a Bramin’s wife 
of Calcutta to accuse me of violating her ; that this was the most 
favourable time that could oih i , and iiromised hei- a sum of money for 
her comiiliance ; the llramin used his utmost endi'avours to engage his 
wife in this wickedness ; lint happy for me she absolutely refused, al- 
though her life was threatened to accomplish the design.. 

The piesent diabolical accusation against me is as follows; Cue 
Bam, a goldsmith, complained to me that liis mother and brother-in- 
law forcibly withheld his wife from him in CTieir house, and not 
only lefused him admittance to her, but peiniitted another man to 
visit hei’, which cii’cumstance if known he woiihl b^, in dangei of 
losing his caste ; therefore entreatcM ni<s as I had the charge of the 
Caste < ‘utchei’iy, to call the pai't.ies togethi*!’ liefoi e me and settle the 
atl'aii’. I connilied with his reipiest, and aftci' a heai'ing, thi' niattei’ 
was compromised to the appai’ent satisfaction of all concei’iietl ; birt 
to my gi’eat astonishment and sui’pi'ise, iiefft* twenty days after, 1 
found floliul, a brother-in-laxv of Itani, had preseiiteil a petition to 
your honour, complaining that I endeavoured to take his sister b\ 
force from bis bouse. 



Sir, i rfei l ed tlu* ;iiraiis to r. l‘'lo\ er, the then Zeniiiidai-, and 
dnected me t«> ^o to him tor a eleai in^ np of this mattei’. t ohoyed 
and fov.nd ^^l•. 15<>Us with < hnjul and Ivis'^eii, the two 1 >i others-in-law 
of Itaim there 

Mr. l'd<>\ei‘ <- fiteretl u\ion the hn.'^iiie>'S, when (iueul j^a\ e him a )iapei 
wi'itten in 1"^) j.^li'^h < <»ntainLn^' an ae<.'onnt of the eomplaint m<ide 
aj^aiiist mc', whieh JNl i\ liolts de<*lai <.‘d was a ti ue tianslation lu* had 
made fL‘<_>m the Ihoe^al [i ). r. l‘l<»_\ei‘ ha\’inti; lead it alovitl, < mcnl 

>-wt>i‘<.* to il, ^^ie;nl,‘d it. I‘'h*\a‘r thcoi as^ked < .o<-nl if h(' 

h*^td an\ witnesse-^, telline; him now is the ])ro})ei time f < n- their e\ i- 
den«a*. (haul r«.‘plie<.l Kis hrothei- Kis'-t'ii, A eeordin <^ly, K issen was 
ealled in and sworn. Mr. Klo\ er an as desirous of int (U‘roe:a< in-' K issen, 
hut JNI 1-. IJolts inti'irnpted him hv ''a\ inL? Ki-s.^'en nnm'^ leadN to sweai 
Nvlrit Nsas (.mtained in tl»e wiUten j>aper alieady ^uhscril>ed and 
woi' n to h \’ ( ha. u 1 . I p< ui m \' i‘e< jue^'tin^ INlr. I>«>lt'-' mieht not intoi f e i e, 
he hadc' me hold my tongue, nor th^sisted t i 1 1 1 1 le Zi-m i ndar ordei*ed u^- 
both to he >^110111. Mr. I'lo^yer then took K i.^.'^enh (>\ idt'Jiei' and wrote 
the pal ticuku s AN ith hi-^ oAvn hand. .\ft(uwards I delivered my aeeonnt ; 

It h» ing lead, I an ore to and ^^ielie<■l it : al-o mv' an itnesses for the 
' ( i uth of evei N' paili< nlar gaN e I heir depo^^itions and savoi e to thtun. 

W'heii it ^^ha1l he IvimNvn to Nour llomair that there is aNeiN 
essential dilleienee in the depositions giA'eii hy (loe\d and Kissen, 
lUjtAvithstanding tliey live iu the same house and l\ad « oneoeted the 
AN hole alVair together, and that Kissen, at the i nstigation of Mr. Jiolts, 
Avould haA (.* signe<l and sANonMothe (Imposition gi n en hy h is Ijiother, 
<;oeul, had he )iot hcen jneAentedhA my prm *t est i ng against sueh 
pioeeedings as unfaii' ; t'llso that th** tem»L' ot the ]a‘titi<>n pieseiited 
to A ou, llonJ)h* Sii‘, and tin* A\ritten defx'sitions dehiA eied lo Ail’. 
i^l<)yel‘ ai'e A ei'V fai' ti’<»m agreeing Avith tlu* pi'etm.‘nded tciets alh*ged 
against me, it suielv' Avill, [ hopty lx* a sufh< ient pi’oot of my innoeeiiee. 
13ut should this pioA e* iiisuHieient for your sat isfaet ion, I am ready and 
Avilling at any time to suhserihe, to the most s«)lemn oath, according to 
the rites and iistoms of my leligion, that I never, to the hest of m> 
knowledge', from tlu‘ hour of my b'lth to this day, spoke with, saw, or 
havi' had any eonnectioii with either of the three sisters of (Joeul and 
Kissen, nor did t knoAV that tluue were sueh persons in being, till 

*this aiiair was trumt>ed up against me. 

( )ne thing more t ^>eg lea\a^ to rihserv e ; that it should have been 
the particular business of the woman injured to have immediately 
eomplaiiiod and applitxl for jusliemg as the odenee was of so heinous 

a nature, and not have dofie it by my avi^wed enemy, Air. liolts, 



.Maiiaua-iaii Xi i-.ki-^^kn Uaumuk. 




nor ha\c >alK*it'd s<* niucl> Iiiik Lo eL4»-i% lo llu- nirth<KK 

i,i «nch cases; noc do knoXN ,M>^lti^clv xs h- . t lu . .nuu, 

that is > 4 iid to l>c iiijuicd ky 

All wireU 1 lnnnl>ly -ul>n»it 11 < oh ai i i ^^idii a I n a » . 

And yonr i»cl 1 1 ioin • >' a^ in duty l>.u;#»d -hall i' \ . ■ i • pi a.\ 

(Si*_iut‘d') N « » r.« ) K 1 -- I . N 

( ’AI.<. L T i'A, (</h> ! nf /f jy "'/*<•/'' / - 

Tho I’oLitioii l.,.|U” i .^<1, tlu- l’i.-ia<iA I-' \ ^ li.tci.' 

llH- <-o.n.uilU.- a ... tl,.- i;.,.,n.au. I,.^. 

WuMian t,. Ml-. tl... -.I.,.-, t ... -U' I. tl.'- I n < 

I 1 . - , V . . I i 1 . ■ I 1 1 1 4 » 1 1 * » t I 1 1 < • S I ■ h M ( ( '( u n n t i ( t 

t-oincs more proi)eil\ uud.u 

than *'t' the lloaial • 

'To 

^Thk lloNiu.u n Min'* i:---. 

/>r< ^ *' iifnf.x 

lloN'uia-: Sii; \no 

I tahc‘ the l.heitN ..I iut‘^.utnie .•-« nv « I 1 « humhie addlu-^ 

tNV..‘l.u.p..-s, ... .11. 'JU-. -'ll '■■■ . t,. .1,.- 

,.,„McU..ati..u ... >..... n..u..l.. U...U.1. <.n.. . ., .1.-.- t ■ . , -u. .i.C, ., . 

t.. tl... .•..ir.'l't l.i-.iL-ti. .-- ... .. ^^l... lia- l..-.->. .-i.....Ai-a ^M(I. (li... 

■„„p.ii.t.u.co 1.. tl... ..Ilai,.... tl... M,.uM.. \.,.l .1... ..tl... 

is, i., ..i-.l..!' t.. ..l.tai.. |..sl,.a. ..1 t... .....1 

tluii.. 1.10 ... p.ii t.. ..la. , ,1 , , 

'riic aiii.......... ....... 1.1a. .....1 ..I- I.a..i.-i t.. 11. .. a....,....l ..I 

tl..lLy-..i>^"tUou.sa...l 1 ..I-....- .. ^l' .. a. . .1 . , sa.-t . .1 a . , < I lak... 1...... ....■ 

l.v XobUias.... M.U.A.. , .\..iii..iA ....t lal.. . ........ .t, - ■ ••th'O. 

.ivailin- In.ua. U ..1 ...> .•-i.....i a...... ..1 tl..- l a, -1.^1. 1,... s a.i.l , ,.st. ....a, 

iroaseTl t.i \ laiL ...oil. my . . ... tl ...i. ..-.n , a.,il n..!.- 1.> l! .r.als a ...I 

.uiiK-x- vai I'.im a..-aii.lal....a, . illaii....ia, ai,.l taU. pi .'tiiio. a .lul (l.iiiainl 

ai.il loceiv.. fi..m m.'. 

Ill the iiHUith of < ).e,iahu 

< ‘ho \ 1 1 o 
I ‘»ad i ' * 


A 1 1 \ aluo I >< r 

r>< )( > < ;< xhl >M oliui 

1( M ) lie .. 

-,<)() do. 


'i'olAI. ^ll 


ut 


\VLtU.2 l*ga. ..f lie xjt.'.lara ami Humliy ..llior 

niv.-ll liy Ilia ..i.l. r t.. l.ia p<...pl.., oal.... 


: 1 is. 2^ X »< > 
-i,< X >o 
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Tlie pretences he made use of were that he would preserve me, or 
oet me excused, from taking my oath du the Ganges water befoxe tl.e 
Select -Committee that f might have the greater latitude fur what 
was to declare verbally ; that he would procure my releasement , 
that he would me a Klhelp.t and send me away ac-ain ewan o 

-dauldah, and that he would save my life, which 1 was to be deprived 
of when he found it necessary to threaten me. 

I acknowledge my ignorance of the salutary laws of Oreat l.ritam 

in surtcring myself to be thus imposed upon, as well as my o > 01 

h«vii.<' ever supposed him to be of such couse-iuence to the I Ion b i 
the S;iect Committee. Vet as the well-being <.f the Ifou ble Comi-any s 
allairs in a great measure depends upon the impartiality and integrity 
of those whose oflice does in any way concern the administration and 
execution of justice, or the common good of the subject, I hum . y 
Hope still to obtain redre.ss, and as I have heard much of the 
justice of the Faiglish laws and am informed that the lion J e 
oTinrectors hav: been pleased to order that “ If a Native chooses 
the decision of his grievances, by Knglish laws, those and those only 
must be pursued, and pursued according to the directions m the 
Charter ” t am verv desirous of laying my case before the June. • 

i.e next Sessions, where 1 am informed it is only cogmxable ; but 

lest the preferring in that manner my complaint against him while in 
I:mce should be of any detriment to the aHairs of the Hon’ble Company 
under his management, 1 hereby lirst humbly begr the 

the Hon’ble Hoard. And as the grievances I do complain of tc 
manifestly to the evil example of all others the Company s ' — 
in office, as well as to the great o,,preasioii and detriment '>f I'"' 
Native inhabitants in general, 1 humbly hope, lloirble ^11 and ts.rs 
that you will i.lease to grant me the permission reiiu.red, that 
may be enabled to o^.tain redress and restitution of my property. 

I am, witli tUe greatest respect, 
lJoJi’V>le Sir and Sirs, 

" \rour most faithful and obedient Servant, 

Four W.i.r.iAM, ' (Sd.) Kam N'At r Oass. 

Tfte lOtJi April lUyV. ^ 

Kamuaut’s memorial being read, the Fiesident observes that the 
charge of venality and corruption contained in Ramnaut s conipU.nt 

aeainst Nobkisseii deserves the serious attention and nnmediate con- 
sideration of thetMmmittee. That the strictest nip.iry, he thinks, 
should be made into the truth of the facts alleged in order the 
Committee may have the inost satisfactory proofs o t le gui 01 
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innocence of a person who, in «piality a political Ranyan, is necesaari!:> 
entrusted with the Coniimny’s I'iost iini>oi tant atVairs. That >Jobkissen 
bein|5 likewise the l^resident\s iNIoonshy, it heconies his indisp« 4 nsal)le 
duty to be well satisfied of the intepjiit^^ of a man in whom he un- 
avoidably rex^oses mucli ci>nfidcnce, ayd that any itjuctance to heai 
<M>mplaint3 against ISTobkissen, or backwaidness t<» redress the griev- 
ances of those who have been injuied by him, will deexdy reilect 
nx:>on the honoui* and justice of tlie President ami C'ommittetc b o\‘ 
this reason it was that he sent for Uamnaut and exainined him upon 
the facts set forth in his memorial, not one of wliich he finds Kan^- 
naut c:in sn^^port by a single proi>f oi evidence*, the whole char.o^e rest- 
upon his single asse*rtion. 

n'he President further acquaints the 1 'e>mmi ttei* it was with the 
same view he made* inquiiy' into the other chai^^es bromcht against 
Xobkissi'n, althoUL(h tln*\’ cbtl not so imnu*dialel\ allc< t his (‘haiactc*r in 
a public station ; since* conviotiem of his Lcuilt in one in> ce would 
serve to c< uroboiat e the faets ur^^eel by Pamnaut, and rentier 
Xobkissen unw<u th\' of the* < Committee’s prote*ction. That he has 
tin* Ki’uiitest reason to be*lit*ve that the* whole story of N(»bkissen’s 
ha\’in<^ viol.ited the* wife* of a lhamin has been maliciousl\’ toi<^(*tl 4 
by Ne>bkissen’s e‘ne*mie*s with inte‘ntion to luin him. 

That the* otht*r <*haii::e*s bi*<m^ht against jNTobkisst*!! of his having 
fiUe iblN <Mi lietl oir tie* w ife* of Kam, a t^ohlsmith, appe*ars te> be* 
e*<pially V 4 >id of tiiith, ami to spiin*^ fi*om the* same* prineij)!!* of je*a- 
lemsy and resentme nt, as the < Ce>niniitte*e* will pe‘l-ce*ivt‘ fi eun the 
Zt*mindai'’s I’c^xat e>f this tiansaction, which he* now' submits te> the* 

(M )nside*i'at ion of the* Pejai’d i 

o llere*w'ith 1 scnel ye>u the* infeji mat ion and de pe >si tie »n of the 

se*ve*ral perse>ns whej appe*aie*d be*fe>ie* me in eeuise epie ne e* of a e euuplaiiit 
made aerainst ISTobkissen. On pe*rusal of the*m, I daie say you will be* of 
e>pinion with me that it is an ae'cUf-.ation mali^'iously inve*nte*d t<> 
de^pre*e*ia te* h is characte*r ami e^ntail a ir«*m*ral odium upon him, as 
the*re* is m>t a .single* circuinstaiie*e in tlie said de*p<»?i^tions t hat e•^tn 
e*vt*n ci*eate* a suspicion e>f hi.s Iiavi^iET had tlie* i n fe>iinan t ’s siste*r at 
his he>use. 

*e A.s I am not now Zemindai*, 1 hava* m> le)n^<*r the^ ]>ow'e*i* te> 
ofhejiate* as such in the* i)u n i.shine*n t 1 think is clue* to the* infe)iinant? 
and his brother ; but T will explain the case %o Mr. Aldersoy, the 
present Zetnindar, that he may proceed therein as he thinks propt*r. 

“ After you have done, Sii*, with tin* information and de-posi t ions, 
r fkblicred te» vou if vou w'ould.be* uleased te> return them to 
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,„o, tl.at they .nay be -ben In the pie.-ent Zcniutla. . The iufoil.m- 
lion ainl XobkissenV- ch•la.^-iti. . 1 . wei o. 1 .oth bi nu-bt t.. me wi.tten in 
Lhi‘ lan-iui-t , Nsl.it h utter cjxpluinea to 

the informant and deponent, they both took tln-ii- oatl.>^ to and >.i-ne< . 

U"hi‘ other‘s NVta tt, takfii in luy 

■* L have tlie liunoni' to Vje, Sii‘, 

AA >vii nu)st oluulif'nt , humble Servant, 

, C^HARnKS Kroykr. 

The l>.osi.Jent fmthei- oh.eixes that, whatever hi«ow,, sentiments 
n^iv be, he tidnks ,t neeessa.y the f..mnnttee shonld make the 
st.iete-t in.p.irv n.t., tl.e faets al.ove represented, l.y eall.nK ^efoie 
ti.om Kamnant and the other aeensers, tl.at, if Nobk.ssen shonld 
appear to them -nilty of any part of so heimn.s a charge. In- may be 
immediatelv dis.nissed from his emph.y ments, and otherwise punished 
with thonmst exemplary seveiity. lint that, if on the contrary h.s 
innocence should be. o.ne manifest and his reputation bo cleared to the 
entire s.atisfaet im. of the Committee, they would then take the neces- 
sary measures f. -r his p. . .tectiot , and t he punishment not only of the 

infamous accusers themselves, b,.t of all who shall appear to have 
. assisted, instigated, promoted and encouraged so villainous an attempt 
against the life and character of a servant of the ITon ble Company 
aetin— in so liigh and important a station. 

Tiie 3?rcsidont concludes witli aerpiainting the Committee that 
lutving reason to believe Kamnaut, the Bramin, and other accusers 
upon this occasion, a. e the tools and instruments of a concealed 
faction, he had ordered them under a guard, to prevent their hei.ig 
tampered with and instructed in their evidence, until they could he 
i-xamined bv' the t 'omniittee. 

Cpon this representation from the President, the Committee 
judge it necessary to ti.eir own imiionr that Xolikbsen’s accusers 
should be cxaiiiined' oefore them. 

Accordingly, Uamna.it, heing called np.m, had the following 
..nestions proposed to him hy the President . 

<^._In your memorial to tho^Council you accuse Nobkissen of 
takin" and <-xtoitiiig from ^ ou money and etlocts to the amount of 
110,200 ruiiecs. 1 11 what man net , and foi- what purposes, was this sum 
^akon from you ^ 

I Wheu 1 was i\ wt under conlinement, Nobkissen sent to me, 

and told me to give him somethfiig and he would procure ny release. 
To vv-hich 1 answ-erod by- desiring' three days to consider of it, and at 
the end of that lime I consented to "ivc him rupees. 
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W'ho bioii^Ut y *ju the iiiesjr^a^e fioiii Nobki^---en '' 

J Fe wii>> a light eulonrrfl man ; but \ i)<*t Knew him, ma 

lias'e I steii him ^-ime this 1 1 a usae t ioi i happcjieth • 

3iy Avh<an did you i < tin* ansNvev that \ < \v<»tild giv e him 

25,OCK^ rvipees '' 

liy the same mail who brouglit the message- 

Oid tliat man stay with you for the three dnys which you 

took to considei y<iUi- answei- ^ 

^1. — IN'o ; he c-ame thi*i'e days successi vel \'. 

l>i<l you ev<‘r ask the man his name '' 

^1. I bt*he\ e I did ; hut L tlo not rt‘coUo<*t what it was. 

1 )id y«>u empiii'c‘ hi^- employmtuit ' 

A A^es ; it was that of a Siri-ai*. 

A’^ou say in \<»ui‘ memoiial that Xobkissen tool^, fiom you 

a 1 ‘big woith 1 s. In what manner was this ling taken, 

and to whom did ,\‘>u deliver it '' 

.1.- ( )m‘ da\’ that Nobkis^eii < anu‘ tt> me, he einlu’aeed me in a 

friendly manner, and sat down with m^, and desiital I would bring 
eonipla ini s a nd a< vusat ions against A1 r. ( da \'. Tie !iki‘wist‘ asked if 

1 i'ee(.‘i\a*d ami 1 1 ndei ■.-'t< x x-l th<‘ nK‘S'^agc‘ h(‘ Iia<l I replied that 1 

did, and agr<‘ed logi\e him gA,o< h ) j njiees. (’2)0/1 wliieh, h(‘ sazAl 
'“■give it m<*. ' I t<»Id him I had ii<*l the momy at thal tini<*, hut I 
W(*nt lo my (*.-.( la 1 < u 1 e a ml t<»oK out th<‘ ling, uliieJ) / .ga\(‘ J)im, with 
a nixai <»f tw'o gold niohiii’s, t < ‘J } i n lji J i i i i i t/iat / xahiecl t/ie ling rtf 
I 1 ,2o< ) l u J 

o. \\"ho was ])ie>.<*nt at tht'^ 1 1 an.'-a< t i<m ^ 

.1. Nol)o<,l\. I was 1 hen <<»nhmal midei' a gnai«l 

Ibjw ( ame > on hy a ling of so gieaf yahie ^ 
d -I got it neai li<-naras, lia\ing pni‘ehas<‘d it fiom <111 ram lieg. 

O. - Wdio is that < 'm i am beg and wher<‘ is Im* ^ 

^1. - I l)«‘lie\e hi‘ is gom‘ to |)elhi. 

t/ - AK>u lik<.^wise <h'olart* in \'onr menioiiai that in the month of 
JJecemhcr 17Go In* toolc fioni ^'oti .“><><) gold nn»hnm. iTi^what manner 
w'eic* tliese niolnir.'s tak<*n, ami for N^llat i)ni’ 2 )<»s«* ■' 

I- — 'J'hat was aho when I wa-. <-on(im*<l. I (h‘'.ir<‘<l t«; ha\a* tin* 

guai-ds lemoyed. Nohkissmi answereil t ha t I had not > (*t paid tin' sum 
I j^romised him : t«* which 1 leplied that I liad (udy gold mohnrs* 

in cash, which 1 was leatly to pay, anti a< cordin^ly then gaye to him. 

— -AVas there anycjne ])re.sent wlnui you gaye tin* money ^ 

. — ZS^o ; tln.‘re was no oin* present. ''I'lie pe«>ple weia* all sf*nt 
awa\g and f eaye the mfihnrs into his o\yii hands. 
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Ai>vancembnt in Life ut to 1770. 

Q _^Yo\i also say in your complaint; tViat in tlie month . of Miarch 
1766* you had a further sum of 400 gold raohurs taken from you by 
Nobkisaen, who was present when this money was taken ? 

^ I gave these mohurs after my release. Some of my relations 

l>eine then conAned. I gave^the money in consideration of their 
freedom. I went to Nobkissen's house, and Jaggamoan, my Kisma- 
<»i.r r Kitmutgar ? ] went with me, and carried the mohurs ; but, upon 
my ’entering on conversation with Nobkissen he retired to a private 
room and did pot see me deliver the money, 
to Q . — Where is Jaggamoan ? 

He ia gone to Maulda. 

o '— You further allege that Nobkissen took 500 gold mohurs from 
you in the month of August last, where, for what purpose, and who was 

nresent when" this money was given ? . t • i 

^ When Nolokiaaen returned from I*atna in August, I visited 

him and he told me that he understood I was turned a great 
merchant and had bought a quantity of cotton and other goods. A 
few days after this conversatioh peons were placed upon my house ; 
and in two or three days after T was conveyed to the Governor’s 
‘house and kept there till 8 o’clock U night. Another day I was 
carried there and detained till 12 in the forenoon Upon tins 1 offered 
Zo gold mohurs for my liberty, upon winch Nobk.ssen sent to 

oi-der awav the peons frjm my house. , 

,^._Oid you ever acquaint any person of the sums extorted from 

vou by Nobkissen ? 

j Yes *, I informed my own servants and several other persons. 

Can you name any one to whom you gave information ^ 

I I cannot recollect any person in particular. 

say you were ordered by Nobkissen to give presents to 
tlie amount of 2,(XK> rupees to his servants. Was it by his order ? 

‘^1 _]Sro, it was^^ot by his orders ; but I gave presents to his 

people in value 2,000 rupees. 

Vou sHy you gave the ring in the month of November l/6o. 

Why did you not complain sooner’ the money and effects extorted 

from you ? - i 

^ 4 . I was conhned the greatest part of the time since, which was 

%he reason I did not complain. 

Q l>id you not ic the month of August come to Mr. Verelst 

for leave to return to Maulda ? Did not you then owe 5a4m money 
for goods formerly bought of him, and for payment of which you 

were pressed, and did you not excruse yourself by pleading poverty? 





] not you tKdti 





%ct« tinker <jfo^. 

Q , — Have you been advia^ by ;» 
A. — it M 



coini^lttint ( 
■ty of thia^ 
Ai, ile 
l^^^^overndif* ^f 


i^Mr^ jB^ 


in ;Pooi*nea 
montIt r 


.office to make my 


month 

said it vras very hard, advis^ me to 
Council, and drew up my paper of 
Q . — In what partioMl^r station 
A . — I was ent^t^ined ibo ooHec^ outn^rt^d^J 
and other places, on promise of be^^ 
but I have not yet received any 

— Have you yet done ^ 

— iSfo, I have not. I C^iy gone.f^^ 

compliments. • t' 

Q, Have you anything further to allege against Nobkissen ? 

A. — No, 1 have not. ^ 

Nobkissen was then called in, and the above evidence being d^^ ' 
tinctly read to him and Ramnaut, he isydesired tO speak what he has 
offer in his own defence. Nobki.ssen accordingly confesses that wheii 
he went by Lord Clive’s order to Ramnavit about the money he was 
directed by the Oovernor and Council to refund to the inhabitants of 
Maulda, lie then received from Ramnaut a nizar of two gold raohurs. 
He also received from him at another time a nizar of two or thr^e 
pieces of cloth. That as to the ring, he calls upon Ramnaut to pro- 
duce a single proof that he ever had or was seen t<> l^ve such a ring in 
his possession. The names of all the servants of his family at that 
time stand registered in his books. He desires they ^ may all be 
called upon to declare whether they ever saw the ring mentioned 
or whether they, or any of them, evei^ carried any demands for money 
from him upon Ramnaut ; or whether they knew tliat he had receiv- 
ed such sums, or had ever seen an entry in his books of such presents'- 
as Ramnaut alleges. Further offers to give a restitution bond to the 
Committee to the amount of 36,200 rupiees'-r-nay, of his whole fortune, 

' should Ramnhut be able to prove that he ever received or obtained 
from him by presents or otherwise to. the value of a single rupee more 
than the 2 mohurs and pieces of jploth alfeady mentioned ; and he 
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very justly renlark^. the iuconsisttuu-.N that appears in Raninaut’s 
complaint. Raninaut was tliiectecl uy the* (Jouneil to refund 2/,00<^ 
rupees. Xhis was in iXove*mhi*i'. was confined until he could p;i^ r 

security foi‘ thet sum. '^riieie* was no otlu*r eause, nor can he ( Ram- 
naut ) mention another cail.se assiirned for his confinement. He 

must acknoNNled^e that he eould not either pas or LZiive security for 
the pa\ im nt of 27,000 rupees, which \\<juld ha\ e procurcal his free- 
dom ; and vet he now alleoes that he i;ave Nohkisse n to the amount 
i>f 200 rupees only to intercedt* for his rt least*. Nolikissen c<^n- 

cludes his def<*nce with these words; “After he had corrupted me 
widi more than the sum he was ordv-red to refund, lu* was still subject 
to the demand; whereas by a proper ap]3lication of his money ht* 
might have served every |)ui pose without assivOince from me. What 
probability, gentlemen, is there in this story ^ you aie tin* judges. ” 

Nobkissen having' finished his defence, Ivamnath is told that 
every particular of his accusation being flatly denied by Nobkissen 
and rendered very improbable by some circumstances ])ointed out b% 
the defendant, it now beconies necessary he should produce s<mn.* 
proofs of tin* ti uth of his < harge, which be might biing with as much 
appearance of truth against any other man as Nobkissen. And, 
being asked whether he had any pro<»fs, lu* an^Wi'is that he has none*, 
for that the wlnhe transaction was i ai lied on with the greatest 
privacN . 

Ramnath \n as tlu*n ordered t«» letiie. 

Nobkissen desiiing that Camytacoor [Kanai ^riiakur ^1 the llramin, 
his wife, and the evidences nieiit ioned in his petition, might be examined 
by the ('ommittee, before they came t< . any Resolution, they were ac- 
cordingly called in, and the Rramin, being asked if he had any matter of 
complaint against Nobkissen, replies m*, that he has nothing himself to 
allege, but that h^* had been much pressed and solicited by Ramsannor 
(b)se and Nemo ( longolee to accuse Nobkiss(*n of violating his wife. 
Xliat he had been st*nt for by Nundcomar, who desired he would 
complain of ' Nobkissen to the Board, and said he would assist 
him with money in the meantime, and when the affair w'as over, 
give him 2o,CX)0 rupees to compensate him for losing caste. He 
further ileclares that, wrouglit upon by Nundcomar’s promisees and 
the persuasions of Ramsannor <4ose and Nemo (b)ngolee, he used his 
utmost endeavour to prevail on his wife to accuse Nobkissen ; but 
she would never give her con.sent to be the instrument of' ruining an 
innocent man, and that, w hen he asked Ramsannor Hose and Nemo 
Hongolee for wdiat purposb they ivould have him accuse Nobkissen, 
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wife, anti this fresh rhari;^ would add a link to the ehain. 
d’he Brainiu having- linislied hi-. d<M-larat ion , Ihtiusonnai •t^os.* 
was called in, and heine, infornied of tlu* particulars *^f the liianiin's 
declaiatioii, msU.-.I nvI..U h.- l.a.l t .t i-.pl. in hit own d.-fenco. 

Aecoidinulv h.- c.idVsxc-, tln.l In- ha-< h,-on In Ihn I’.iMinin's li nisn, L\nit, 

ho kiU‘W of N.niin <h.nnnh-..V att.-.ni,l to l.iii.n tho lii,nnin « wifo to 
accuse Nol.kisson, hut tlial ho liinisolf ino oi- iiit.u foiod in tho husiuoss 
ol .spoko upon tin- suImooL to tin- lhalnin <•!• liis wifo. 

To oonfiont Itainsannor < inso I lio lhainin s .vifo isoalh'din. She 

doclai-o.s that slio novel was an\ w a . in jni od h\- Xohkisson ; hut th?it 
Rainsannov fh.so and Noino < i onnnl..' had used .vois ondoavouf to 

persuade hot and h.-i- htishand to a. . us.- him. I'lial Nemo ( ;ononlo.- 

otreiod to «ivo l.or hoo , n poo.s n. j.o s | woks ^ | a nd u.OiX) rupees in money 
if she would consent, and that Nundcunar and N.-nm too -lei had 
worked .so much up..n tlm mind ..f hei hushand h> lai ue pi..misesand 
otVers of mone\ that he ( tin- I (rami p,) .-veu threat. -nod her life 
if sh.. r.-fuseii to .-..inplc. Ih.w.-v.-i, that sh.- still persisted in 

declaring- that she would novel rtrtn an innocent person, and at last 
finding then- was no end to p.-rseeuting h.-r, she sent privat.-ly to 

aciptaint N'ohkisseu with tin- designs formed against him by his 
(Mioiiiies, 

(vis.sRiidc'hii^.'^ ilcclfii‘«*s l)<?foi*c flic C thrit ho lioaicl 

N'enio Cloii^olee soliciting the Biainin’s wift‘ to aoenso Nobkisscn 
and assuiing her that Xundcoiuar would givo luu ionh and 2,0<K) 

rupees in money if she would consent. 

d^he same is also contiiined hy 1 ‘aitei'ain, who iclates tin* same 
ci ven mstancc‘s as the l_h'amin’s wift* ami issandebnss of the shai e 
N undcomai- has in this transact it)n. ^ 

The seveial evidences being now dismissed, the Select C 'ommittee 
proceed to the following llesolution, ci .. — ^ 

That the charge brought against Xobkissen by Jlamnaut is 
neither contirmed b\" proofs nf>r eoAa>borated by circumstances, and 
tliat it rests entirely upon tlie bare asseition of a man already convict- 
ed of avowed perjury before the I ’ouucil, and who appeal s to be instigat- ^ 
ed by a faction and impelled by resentment to make this dai-ing 
attack on the chai'acter c>f a person countenanced and protected by the 
Grovernment’. 

That, tlierefore, llamnant, as a just punishment for his having 
forged and published a false, scandalous, and nialicious libel, be sent 
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.,„t ,.f C'.lcuttv ana a, liven, .a ..vov ... tin- Cnunt.., . invovn.nvnt tn 
,uak.. K-,.a tin. ini, a. .i. ant. , .f Ma.'.ia,. lln- .v^..al -a.n.s hv 

tioui'tlu‘in, i.> Hu- l\>lloSMn- I >h 1 1 1 < • n I a <»iuui 

;VM1. c’av ... IT.-.-. “-n.,- l-.,.a.a, l.a^,n,,. ,„nn..a ai.a 

.„n-.ia,..'.a ,1„' ..x.nal , n . ..•. v.l, n;-;. al .■.■a.l> lak.-n an.l .-.an.aea an.- nf 
„l,ini,.n ll.a, 11., n, nan, a,,p.-a,. ... Lv a n..,..v,..n^ x.Ha.n Lav . .u 
n.-ltainU ,aU.-n .-.-x.nal ^nn.~ -‘anx ,,.-..i>l.- ... tl,v 

rioxin,-.- l:, i.aal la .■\t..>.i..n an.l \ i , .1.- n. a i , . I . •, >n . i. , i . . .'il > i . n n 

f,.,- vl.i.li l..„ .1. .1 X .-x.ini.lai \ |,nni.-l,n>.nt ’nil- .ii- 

.'inn-ta,.. In.v.a,,. tl..' 1 1. .a , .1 . .f.', f.n t'n 1, .naia,-, a t i. .1, ainlf..!' 

^ 1 ,,, l;.-..lx.- ti.at In- 'I. all .-.•f.nnl t.. t I , . ■ .1 1 fl .' 1 . • n t 1 ..'. - 1 .1. • t 1 n- 

NS In.h- that 1 m- h.ul i i.lha-t^-cl fi'.aii thaiii 

Mm \Vh\iaii\ \'\<^\\\ It* ^u- 

t\..i-l*\N ..MMMiiK-a in th*- V .V* > I*. . Avavat-tta 

.uid attMini>t hi- hh‘ : m Nvhu-h *. pinion tin- t'oinniiltMM avt* M<>n- 
tnnn-.l l.x 1 . v .1. -n t an.l .1.-. Ia,.-.l ,-.-~.-n, n,.-n. N,.l.kU^.-n l.y tin- 

^hai-,- 1..- in -liiiin-.^ np an.l i n-. lyni t i n n n pr, n t i . -n anain-t 

liini in .1,.- /a-inni.lai ('..nil np..n an iina._nnaix an.l tal-.- a,-,-n-at i. .n ; 
aiul pa, ti.-nlailx f,.nn I , i - .akiny a. -I.i.' jnn,-.n..- m... In- -.-IM,'.- I.’ain- 
naut, a man nln. -,an,l- pnl.h.lv ...nxi.l.-.l ' •( p.-.pi.x, ni.l, a v..-w 
..f f.nnin-^ an.l pn 1 . 1 i~l 1 1 1 1 -a Cnilln-i a-p.-i-i.-n- np..n N . .1 ,k i-— - 
chara.'t <'i . 

'I'hat All’ liolt-, ha\in- oH .‘hi--.«iMl nian\ <*(}m-i o, <a-ton- ninltM- 
N .>nit-cl t.* <h an o.lnnn upon the atliai n rat ion, a imI l<* ])i’onM.tt‘ 

f.ikthm and «l:-. oiitt-nl in tin- ‘I t 1 < - n m • n I , hat- rMiidy i tal hmi^Mlfnn- 
Nvoiths of ,ui> fnith.i indnh_con(o tiom tin- ( ’onnm 1 1 and of t In- 
t'oinp.inN -piotfttMin That, t hoia-foi t-, ho 1 >t‘ d 1 1 « -t • t od t <> ( p 1 1 1 l^rn^LCal 

and in-ota-od to Matlia- on iho tir-t -hip that -hall -ad for that Pir- 
-idsan-x in tin- nninth of Jnlx noM in oi dm to takt- hm pa— a-o from 

thmMo to l-hiroptx 1 St*j .t ond HI 

-rna, Nn.,a.-..n.a,, app.-a,.,..; ... I.ax.- p,.,m,.t.-a. in-tinated, and 

f,,rnvd a, .■.,-ati..n- anain-l N,.l.kis-vn 1.x lain.- pi . .ni i-v- . .f nujin-y 

and pi-.-'.-nts, xxitlia xi.-xx . ,f ni-;.t,if x ini' In- pvi'.s..nal i-v-.xntni<-nt and 
i 1 nl.i 1 '.-i 11 a ,1 i n 1 1 1 ui n n tl i-p. *-i 1 1 . .1 1 , -1 la 1 1 1 >.* . n 1 .x tin* I i . si.l. n t 

-ti i.-Ux V,. .•..nil,,.- I,ini.-.. lf Id- ..xvn limisn, and in fntin t.. avnid 

. -m il pi-a.-tivv-, mi pain ..f f.mfvitinn tlm t •„mpa„ x ’s pr. ,t i-. t „ m and 
liain^mUlix-.-i-.-d ..x.-v... tin- < I nv.-,n mm 1 1 f. .1 -n. 1, pnni-liin.-nt a- In- 

ciiino- max' lx* thon<2^ht to drsMi'Vo. 

'n,at. tlm x,-min.lai 1>.> d.-ir.-d by tin- lb-,.-i<K.nt tn inHi.-t Hii.-h 
pnni-lini.nt np..n ban, t lu-nnld-initli, and tin- nt In-v .-vidmn-e npmi that 


tako hia pa— a-M fi’on 
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ocL'iisioii, as lie sIkiU think din.‘ to tlu‘ hasr atUnqn to min the 
character and take away the life of an inno. ont ]>c>i>^on 

And lastly, that 1 hi ln^^< »n na r <h>^>e, Nhnno (h.nyolce. .inn tie 
inKti-.nnoiitx .111.1 a-.nt-, ,...,>1. >> .<1 !■' N in i.l.-. .lua u t < , -lu v.i. aiul 
oar, y .... thi« shall 1..- """ 


out of tin' si'tthnnent 

rin*id<‘ntnl t inn>n\ . 
<>1* Ntd)ki--<‘n ninl ol' lln 
found in Ji 
Xinljiun-id-l h)\N hi 

"I’ran-.lat ion of ; 


I -trikiuLl klink of iuiltnnna' 

,h>u-\' roti-eil 1)N it. i- to l)«‘ 
hn \ o I )oou w r i t t oti I > \ N a w a 1 1 
h to Niun'omar. <lat<Ml April ITthh 

L la-lLoi fioin tin- Nahoh N u < 1 .) u n . - u 1 - I ><* nv la h t« 


ol’ 

t < > 


Alaharajah Nund ( ‘oonyr, tlalod tin* 
(the Sth of April, ITTU). 1 \p\.endo 
I had thi' pleasuie to reeei\<- 
V<.)ur welfaie. Thank toxl I ani .d 


J7l h of Sin .WM I < 'f tin* 
t o t h e fifth 1 h‘ poi t I 
. .,11 left i\ a nd i <■ loiee t 
, Will. 1 net lx >rtl 


< t h \ ta 1 

^ 1 

, 1 n a r of 
e (the 


N ahol > A iiu.a*r-el - A1 < ii nal ik 


'^a * Ml t .1 n n L( ll.i h.nlo. >i ) a i nl ( o-nei al ( 'a i nae 

(Mn..s.„..-„l-MnluU (h.......! 1 -...ha.t. .. a ,*a. IMass.y a,..llh..s p .al 

kindls. th.- a 1,1. (.ho :.,h ..I \|„,1, h,. laadsh.i. 

Ihc (hMnaal .u,a Ml Ssk.'s ai.i..-.l ... ik-' Kill.. '1 h.- r..y...n, ...y 

...oth<-.-, s..„( llajoo Saau.h.l t.. .all th..,..- y.-.,.l...n.n ... h.a , a.ul at.o. 

much .s.,li, ilati<.ii p.oNaih.l .... ih.an t..a. c. |.. h.-r l..a|H'. ...Hha 

her seal f...' livo la.k.s ..f i . i p.-.s 1 1. i..;.-!.--, ...pv.-' ...al .Lh'k in. . ms. 

tlii.s r ha%.' XM ittoa (..I- <-m i h i . >a . i . . 1 , Will, loo.ii.l «... x.'U 

xvrite ...... that I .sh.a.Ul a.ak.. I a..' .•.■.p..-sts ... his la.i< ship 

tlir.aiKh tla- (h-m-ial. 1 "iH .'..I k .w • .m ...I'l'.'- '"i. . .. .. 

nhee, having waiteil on me ahont hn^iner^-, mad.- in,in\ piomnioii'- 

iKlelitv and a a.h mo., . P. ..al Xam .a.,,- in a , . , .a la h. m. man,,.-. 

t..thn‘p..i..t and sp„ko .nn.h ..1 .h.- n,,.,,. o. ... hd.nn .■ ..I.. — ! m hnn hy 
Ids hoidship. li. sh..ll, li-...n lln- t. .1 his ...nxcis.i n.ln 

it appears that there .s m y . .m t e . 1 , . xs.th Ins 

Im.-dship than he ,s . a.-. . ■. d i ,.g K he sanl P. nie --n.!, nt .ho l-a.nh.sh 
< „nnsell.,.s and ^m.ith-.m-n of lank as xx.-.e .nx .■..-mis T ''ax.- .ansed 
to l,e laised t.. diomtx and lei luial n ... ' 1"' l...id-i.p. -‘nc 

<;eo, .m<;iax a.ld ..the.-.s, xvh,,. ,hp..,ith the., pr.d,- a.al s. 1 1 -s „ 11 a ■ .em. .x , 

did Tint eonsider me hn. b..,-ean en.n.tx P.xva.dsnn-, pen. haxe 

caused P. he in sn.-h a ...anner diseredited and debased that .hex hax .- 
been turned ..ut . .f t hei r e.npl. ..x .m-n t s a ... I a .f. yn .n .- P , Kn . ope. \u 

like inaiiiier Mi. Sumnei', xvlm xxas inx .-neinx , 1 haxe . .ins.-< t.> .. 

totally disrega.ded and neKh-eted. As t.is laP- K.x. . llenc.i l...,ked np..n 

me as a faithful dependent of his oxx n, a».d shoxx ed me mueh lavour, 
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do you ulso rojruid 1«U- US OIU' of your srrvauts und well-wislirrs 
and froulv aruunint 1.10 with all your ’wants and hy the " 

tiod M will ae. on.plish them. 1 am you r wel 1- wisher a nd f w .1 1 do 

for you what is not in the power of any one else. 

\s ;>ou my frim.d, a.", mueh better ae.piainted than 1 am with 
the situation and ei reii mstanees of persons in ( •aleutta, 1 hee j on will 
speedily inform me, whether u hat Nohekissen has been tellii.e; me of 

his own eonseque.iee and relative lo Mr. Sumner and Mr. tiray, ete., 

,s really tr.le or md and speedils ,uive me your adviee ... what 
manner I should l.ehaxe i.. him and u hat presents 1 should 
make him. Althougl, he p.ofesses attaehment for me and desires me to 
employ him in the ...anaaement of my eoneerns ; yet as 1 am eredi < y 

...forn'.ed that he is elosely eeted u ith the "Nail. ( yfoliamed Keza 

Khan) that the Nail, has p.iid him xeiy handsomely and is often 
seiidina him various kinds of a.a.ds and he is in eoi.se.p.ence sincerely 
attaehrd t.. him and is fre.piently eiie.iaed niitht and day ... consulta- 
tion with him, 1 tluuefuie do,.i..t ai'e ai.y c.edit to the jn ofessio.is he 
makes . lie, nor will I knowii.aly suller my self to he imposed upon, 
t'onsider this matte, maturely, and write me you.- ads ice concernint? 


it cind 1 will ii< t 


•< >1 (li II Lfl \'. 


-ul)-t{in(M‘ oi' rli<‘ ainl iIh‘ taiiHial Irom 

which it conic-. nam<‘l\ NniH'oinar. make it donhtrnl il' it i- 
ociniiKC and- a--nmin- that it i- oimnimc il' it i- \ (o aciou-. 
It \sa- <*miiiir(‘(l into h> 1 1 ic ( om m i 1 1 c( ‘ n | . | >oi n t < m I to inijuiia* 
into th<‘ natnr<‘. -t;it<c ami < (>ndition ol th<‘ l^a-t India ( om- 
]>;inv, ami t h(‘ I’^drli Keport -ct- loi th the depo-ition- oT 
Mr. Franci- Svke- nnd Ford ( liNfc It i- Ix^-t to <piot(‘ tin* 
//a»,sv'.N-.Nvd/<e rt'rhn t^l* tin* d i -t i n ;j, n i -I n *< I df'poin'tit-. * 

Is, I 77 a., of to-,< /:<>{. 

“ Wa- y.iu jae^riil witli I m 1 1 1 1 < 1 1 W’ a nd ( o* iiti a I ( a i nac, the St 1 1 
of April J7fV; at aii> vi-it panl So the inotlni of N in I j n ni- ul I towlah 

r wa- thert* upon a \ i-^it with Loid I '.ive; eaiinot recollect 
whether Feudal ( artiac wastheie oi iml tln re was a thiid person.” 


“ What |)asscd tlK*ii* (' 

“ After the iisiiaV com pi i iiniit tin* inotlnr picsditcd to his l.oid- 
shi[> a teep foi' tin* .sum «>f (I thijik^ li\i.* lakhs c)t lupc'c.s, dcclaiin^ at 
the same time that sin* had it*.soi\ ed it foi- hi.s Loidship’s own use hy 
the particular rcfpiest (.»f iVleei- .fa^ih*!- hefoic his decease, and that the 
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4 L 

lie liiitl 


liaa inteiidca to Uavc i>roseiito<l it in 

vccl till Ills i ^ ai ii^cxl- 

‘‘ Oid you speak the laipcrua^i' ^.utlicient to undeistand aM that 

was said ^ 

“1 did ; aud wa>~. the pei^^ou inysiTt that inteipiaAed ; tluae ^^aM 
another person pre^a■nt, who unaer-t..oa KnsU~,l. as well as Persian ; 
his name was 

AV/V/<? /o 7 >e/ /, K\ ideiiee <»f <‘.iptain Swinton (p. •)4(») — 

o Uo yon believe this letter, upon viewing it with all its eireui.- 
stances, to be a frent.ine letter fr.nn the Nabob X u.l j u.n -ul- 1 )owlaJ. to 
undeoniai* '' ’ 

“ 1 have some tloiibts abunt it, but wish to eousia.n- it more at 
leisure before f oive an opinion, I think it unlikely that 
wouia write to Xuiulcomar in the style he does eon. ei nine . 
as Kivins bin. information, vhieh f should suppose he s ''tHae- 

.pudnted with before, Nobokissen havino been lonu in N undeomar s 

service. ’ 

Was Xohokisseii made Kay 
“ 1 have heaid s<», and l).4i<‘\e h<‘ wa>>- 

ir ill,, is-ni's a~ to 111 .- oounin.-n.-ss uinl lln- Irnllilnl- 
„..ss of tin- l.H.T ur.- iol. -un.I.-.-i.I.-L- ill- I-'*-- ••i'" <>■’'.'■ 

r<-or.-ttc<l. A .M-rtain .-oin-l n-ion po— iblo <>nly- <>n 

tiiin .-t i<l<-n<<-- an. I i I' lli<- a n u i la bl. • i . l<n. is iu.l.H-LstM-, 
the i.l.-u ..f a .l.-r.nil.- t.-r.liet 111.1-1 I..- u bu .. . 1 . u . . I . 

'r.-n v.-urs b.-for.- N nn.-o.ua .‘s anolh.-r Hiinlu. not u 

Jh-ulniiin,' hosv.-M-r, Un I a 1 1 r n 1 f. .r for ^.-r y , 

oon^k-t.-.l an.l sonl.-n.-.-.l b. .h-atli. Tin- ^a.i-.e .nlmb.fants 
of Cul.-utta s„b.nilt.-.l two p.-titions pruymy timl tin- 

, , 1 I 111- lor«inor<‘v. I 

.ion.-.l l.y «.>1 persons..^ . i. 1 .-ne. -. I • -v tin- 1 ..1 h .w . n o 

l ooord : - 

A> 0 M<.' r, h 1 WA, l<b... 

Ill 1-11 A iiitsof the plat^e send in the foUewinj^ 
The principal black .enten. e of death for 

petition n. favour o a ;■ exeeutit.n of the same and re- 

forgerv, solieitiiiK ^ve Avould detm tiw 

commend the delinquent to Ilis Majesty Joi meie>. 


h(‘ 

<,a‘ 
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'!'<» rnK JofiN Spi-:Nt Kii, , 

f ^ f ^ ti'r'.n, ("(Kf/tt't/ (t/ /•’>/•/ M 

'rii(‘ IIuin1il(‘ IN*titi<>n <>r Native 

in ha )>itant-- <>f <'al<u(ta tei_rctlirr 
with Nl<‘i« ]jrint>^, l»aniaii>-, ami 

1 1 1 1 e i'e?^t s, <>r 
halntatitni-i ai-e in an\ pait of the 
Iv i n i^<loi n ()f lieneal, Ih‘har, and 
< )i is->a, wit In 11 tlie j n i i<id u l ion of 
tie- 11 n L^l 1 '-h 

If F w K I'M 

^rhaL Noiii- 1 *et 1 1 lonei heiiio infoinied < the eo n de i ,, n at i o 1 1 to 

death of Uada^iuin Metre, -lamKon of <;ol,iniam M t-t re, forinerly 
Xeini Ildar of ( 'alentta ami a faithful ^ei \ ani ot the Kn-li-h, foi having 
het'ii i n-*t ru men la ! in wrilinu a j*apei to pi«M-nie him a 1 1 m of monev 
from ( oia Solomon, tleeea,-eth launo nmh-i the mo^t i m - x pre^-ii 1 >! e 
atl\ ii t ion a n d e i i ♦ • f , 1 • e; I ea \ e t o t !i i o\v t hem-^el \ es a I vaa 1 1 feet to i n t rt‘at 

N'on will ^h<iw mei < \ to tie- nnhappv tlelimpienl l>\ U'-imj; whatevei 
1 nea 11 '^ ma \ « *<_•<, n i t < > v ou i ti:oo<l ne'--- a ml h n ma n 1 1 v t o '-a v e 1 nS 1 1 1 e 

^'onl retitionei humhi.v iepr«*'<enl that tin nnhappv delimpient 

i> one <*f the he'-t hiinilie^ in the pl.ieo who have lille<l e* . n ti d e n t la 1 

einploN-' in the Ihujoniahle < oiiipan\ -- --eiviee with hdelitv to the 
f I om » u 1 ahh* < 'om pa n V a ml e i < >d 1 1 t o t 1 e-m --e 1 ve^- that thi--^ f a m 1 1 v 
nuimn'otis ami e<>nne<tetl with manv .-.m^nh-iahh- tannlie.'^ in the 
eiuinti V' , that ^in h .in lonoiiiinnni'- piini'-'himuit a-' that l<> wlin-h the 
delimpient mnow -^enten*««l 1-einu intlnteil upon him will ilraw' ruin 
on all < onntM-ted with him hv the <li-.i:ia<e it will hrino; upon them , 

and thiie i^ the ;j:r<.it.-^t lea-on to .ippieheml the mo-t dreailful 
ei m -«e« pn- m e-^ to tln*m t i om the de.--paii whnh fi om the m.ixim-^ of «mr 
relii^ion, the\ mu.'-.t he thrown into -o that I'n tiuth tin- p u n i } 1 1 n e n t 
will not fall hea^ 1 el^^on the ih limpient han lUi all In'- fiiemK ami 
re 1 at ion-,, 

\"o u r I *e t i1 i < u I e 1 f u r t h e I he l; leave to le n 1 on ^ t ra I e that, a 1 1 1 1 * h i e h 
the delimpieid ha^ Ij^mmi eon \ lef ed.p *f a l: 1 ea 1 <rinie, \<‘t .--ueh pnnr--h 
nieiit vv as m-v'ei known t<> ha va- heen intlieted ffu- an «>tlem e <>f that 
nature in t h i --etih-rnent h,>f<,r.* \<eoialinj 4 to tin- law-, of our 

^•ounfi\,hi--<riniei-^ nevci puni-^heil with dt-ath, hut with a line. 
I' he lie h m p I e n t vv a t I n o , • f « u e i 1 1 o i . i n t of t he h e I non-, ne',!^ of t he < hh-nee 
llavinn hi-*-n hrouoht up in tin* reliirion ami opimhuw <>f Ilindo<»a, he 
<'oul<l toi in no othei m>lion-< of thine^-i hut from their maxim-; and 
I'he^e rendered liia otVem-t* not moitah and m» ins^tanee had 

SS 


' V 1 t < > n I . 



Maiiaka.j ah 


:s'rnKi.’-sKN r>AiiAJ>rii. 


7.} 


b..forc ocMU . ecl U, info.... hi... of iho of tho /.n. . <>f 

th.- to.. or a. .a for... of wl. i.h t h-.h' I to.a/J. .o„o,,,,.f 

that ho ai.l ..Ot ava.l h....s,.lf of o, -1 a .,oo. al,,. I, son, ot.^o,,.,- 

a.e i..for...o<l Nvouia 1. avo ...aa.- o.oa.lv , h .a x o, n 

Vo...- roti.i....o.-. .ho.oh.,-.- l.u...hl_x tl..,, it.- 

r.oal-a will tako tho ....hai.i.x .-a-.- of t h . ■ .1. 1 . . i . 1 1 >. ■ t . I ...lo a .......i 

f,.l oo..aiao.atio,.:a..a .hat . hov xx.ll ...to 1...- th- a.-l . ... , ..o„ I a . t . 

Ilia Ma, oat V tho Kit.o ..f <i..-at Ihita..., ,o-, ...i . , , , ho o x o. . .. .. a. ..1 
a 0 ..t 0..00 ....til Hi- M..,j.-tx a o, ,,loa-....- .- k . . ■ - X' 

Ai.a yo...- rotit...... !-- -h.ill 0X0.- p.ax X, . 

lot aionat...-.- a.o a|,,.o.„loa, .1,0 71-. ho..,a -N..hk.-o.. .M. 

(Mnn-liO 1 


Th. 


<.on<L Hx HA 1 .in^ 


1 tflloNN 


UnniHN' I N-l 1 1 i< *i . < )t’ t 1 h X.itiN.' 

I,, hah. (a.. I- ..f < alo,,- |o.j:otho,- 

xxith .lo- Moiol.ai.t-, I’.ai.xal.-, a.i.l 
NNhosf th-liUt'-, <>t- 

hiiHit :U 

• Kin-rlotu^ot r.t.n-Ml, li.iliiUS < >riv:K 
itlMM tlH‘ ini ..f tlM‘ 

h^h 

""a,:;:," a,.,.,..:.... o'-.-;-;;' 

IJMclat-luirn .>1 < ; . .1 > i n < 1 - 1 

< 'filrut ta, .1 .•nunaal < l;u ( n\ 1 1 < < ‘:m 1 \ a t ( a< * 1 1 1 n . • n < aia ^ 

Kn^l.^h avf t..,t ..nnnt.nt t.> >...<• n H a .a . > . i ~ • n < h a n n t -A t . . 

(liatb al thf (itMi.-ial <,>uaiui a* t < a l..vNn <'t < a ^ 

lit'ld < a» t lu‘ tla \ anti <l:n i' af.a-.‘^a>d, Ix-m- ini\it I'a »-'i an. ..>n\i 
, .r^^hi.•h h.. ,^-ta.tM.-l, .nn.ft.t- l>nt ...f xsanl ..t Htanu 

.a .x.U. t... la. l.v .inf. in- va. Mn-tl. ^ t- 11 ^ ‘ ‘ 

of <loff ntlinf ldnl^-f If a ml ia-.>\ in- In-^ inn.M t in t 

X 1 : . . < »r 1 1 1 1 1 1 ■< >~xf f n t « a- .1 n<l 1 1 1 ^ <)\\ n i von.iam f * 

tho ...al... O. I..- ,... ^ ^ ,|,o-o..o,al 

^'oul l't‘l It loin- m t ln -1 i-ita t I m 

ft.imt.-rna t ion, a^^t . .n mil im-nt , a ml f \ f n | .a n n k \n 1 1 1 1 w n n i ’ ‘ ’ 

all 1..1.1-- .....lo. Iho ,loi.......tioii ot iho l-.i.yh- . ... o -oixo, .X 

eNa»M.lo of Ihxla. h.ii 1. Moll,-. 

I n ta-f f ol 1 . >N\ >x a 1. a 1 Li; \ i - a n n - n t . . . \ m ■ . a - | 

N-,,.,.. 1-ot.tio,,,-. - il„.,ofo.oh...,,hly I.i-ax Ih.- llo,, hi,, r.oa.-.l t 

t:..a..t tho... a .oxo.-al of th.. -a..l - 0 ... 0 .. 00 . a- i. xxa- ou. . 

■ti..,o, a...l t;.a..t tho ,..i-o...., a . -h.-a.-ah .... if th.U .a.o.o, ho ..hta.l.. . 
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that they will at lea>.t le.-^pitt' the execution of’ the unhai>l»y eon- 
aeiniiiecl creature till iei><>i tTje made feheieof to Llis .Majesty of tiieat 
lUitaiu and his most ^iaei*nis pleasuie known thcua'in. .fVnd, fuithei, 
your l’etiti<mer.s i>ray that th<‘ la^^ s to which they are t<. ke subject 
may be translated int<. the lien-ally ton-ue, that they mas be enabled 

to know what will make them «ibn<)xious thereunto 

Signed b^ IJo of tlu‘ principal nati\e inhabitants 

>subkissen iMoon^«‘\ si— ns. 'I'lu* list ^eems substii n t ial 1 y 
the saim* as in the pie\ ions l*etitioii, jind X.'ubkissen c^ccupies 
* piacticallv tht* same position, if indeed an\tliin— depends 

on that.j 


lbi‘ ]a‘titi<>n'' Iuino :i Nulin^ <il tlnur i>\\n io 
tho lir<‘ ainl -mitiinont- <»!’ tlio-<‘ tlu\-- nnl tln‘\ ur<‘ also 

rcl<'%ant a- th<‘\' ar<‘ botii -ioikmI b\- Nubki--<‘n. ldi<‘ pidi- 

tioil- -u<aa‘--t'nl. 1 'Ih‘ laa-oial piaxauaU : 

'Mil Older to -Inc these people the fullest < on\'iclion <>1 oui- lenity 
as well as pistice, and in hopes»ithat this man’s condemnation will alone 
1,e a sufVicient example to deter otheis f i 4 »m t he comm ission of the 
like otVence, which is imt held se heinous in their eyi-s, 

It isa-ieed to <.om]>l\ with tlieir appli<ation, and that he be 
accoidinoly respited till the Kin-'s ph-asuri* is known 

<)idi‘red tluuidore that the Seeietaiy <lo reipiiit* fi<uu the < 'lei k 
4 ,f the beat-e a <op\ of the ] )i< s-.-edi n ‘»f 1 1. c sioi i s and transmit the 

same together with a e4>p> of tlu^ ])etition .d tin- inhabitants in order 
to l>e laid be foie If is JMajest\-.’ 

SoiiK* idea of 2s ii bk i s--< u i ^ p<“<*uniar\ i a >i i < I i t i o 1 1 , ol lli(‘ 
<‘Xtont of lii^ r(‘\oiin(‘ j iir isdi<*t ion ami ol' bis oiunual position 
in tbo <-onntr\ from 1 7r>(; to 1772 innvjx* oatln iaal I'roni tin* 
following itiuns ^f uot-ount and I’oinarks o^hainotl from officdal 
rc'i-oial'-' : 

Accounts*nf l>ena-epoor I>istints (Ajnil 11, ITlio to April lO, 


i i bd). 

— P»y ( hai— es (leiieiitl ... 


^ Xobkissen, Xc. 

“ I >y money, boi’jx*w'<“d at 
\)eople, r / . .* — • • • • • • 


IX c 4 bo k i sse it. 


Sunat lJupees, 

... J,80b-1-10’ 

inteiest and ]>aid to the followiii^r 

Sunat Hupees. 

... 1 ,0(J<J ... , , 



iNlAlI AUA.J All N I - r.Kl:>SK>; l>An ADlAl, 


r^oLcl (Mivt‘’s statement 


Pnn.K' ( ‘oXser.'i’A riox, ./m>>ntr// >, 1 

(tf “ l"x!^)enses (Ji^meiitl <>f my \ o\ ag;e to 
/ It (f^r </f it* . 

JJeoi-ivod from N ol . fur 1<> liorse«i sold lino 

Do. for the- followinj^ miv'.rr jewol* and dro.-s.-.s ^*old, 
r/ ,, sundry dreswra, small jowt-ls and laarls 
I pallamimon rreoivod from tl.e Xabob of Moradaliad ... 

I pallamim on r.roivcd from the Nabob of AreoL ■■■ 


7<;7. 

I ndla. ” 

« 

:5,< M M ) 

M )< ) 
K K > 

l ,r>oo 


r>atta Spet. 


I { ),7)Uy 
S H > 


I^S. I 1 ,3 H > 


[Probably, hosve^er, it is o,d> the b- horse.s that are meant to no 
to Nobkisseii-l 

lb m.io fo-.«sl 1.1 .M'lON, A ' dis. 

.V.rount of the Pr.oioeeof balenttaand ir. Dbees.’ 

Do the eroditor side is this eotia ; 

Paid Nubkisseo the ammiot ol sundry d.s- 

bnrsementsmadebyhim e/oV.^/Mc ,.„//eDme.,. • 

e e/v fa /o‘.s /oom'.s- ... • , * •" ’ (Sicea Ps.) 

-n.e aeeount .S dated Pour ^V,,.m.^^b :f< W- 

The folleetor (bneral of the time ^vas Kiehard lac h . 


A r Sibia-'A r t 'om m i r i i — •> 

Was submitted "( helat aeeouiiL for the P.eo^al > eai ' * ' ” ^ * 

nth M.ril IT.ai t.i the bUh Ap.il 1 TOT, beino,^he amount ot a . ess 

r.illeeted for d..fra^ ino the Annual < •ha.-u of 1 tresses pr.-sent. d t.> 
proi.le in i-ublie emi.h.y ment at the time ..1 U.e P..omtd. 
leeeiviiio any new apl.uintment., - I ransmitteel to t ie 

...itteeby Mr. Kiehard P.eeher, Kesident at tl... Durbar, -Uh othe 
d.icuments, IT-elou s eoe erino lett.-r brine ilated Mo.dcKoe, Abueh 

177<1. 

< )ne In^adi n D- i . i < a ; t 

‘‘ Xubkissen, Pa\\ ntoo, and peopU* \>elon^in^ o -‘>1^ 

Mr. ^^yke.s .... 7ot> [J^icea ru]3ee.s]. 

iS ukkis.se 11 .**• 



A 1 >V AXC KM KN r 


7,-, Apvaxckmknt in Lii f, i i’ r<> I77('. 

Aco.v.nt fo,- lioi.-ul 7 .a.' 1174 ( A|.iil l(>, IT. 17 U. April 

‘xvbki.s..n and sundry pruplr in tin- so.u k-r ..f tl,r liosidont (Mr. 
SvkesJ . 

' I, .">()() (Sicca I'll pecs). 

N ubkisscii • ... » ... 1, 

(P)cnl IJ usual ... • • ••• 

l\‘dun bnehen, [L^iulina l.o<hun Nfb- 

ki.'^i-cii .s Piiishkar ’ 


^ul>ki.^^scll•s aiul (iocul (Mi..aul Munchs- .->r>-2'’ 

Piko unu.unt f..r H.n-al soar 117.-.( -April II, l.'.N m 

'^’’''N!d,klA\loo. lu.t appoar undo, thohoadinr ul •‘|•ul.l,. Sorsanls 
,,f Mr. ( 'arti.-r and lUo lb-si, loul,' ‘ Imt Idsna.l. d... s. (Sioca 

liabuu Haul I’aulit 

P. dun lau.'hond, Ll“nd...a l„...l.un '1 Na'’’ 

' . . . <) n I'upccs). 

auuu.n, for IVnoal , C7.l( Ap,-,l , 1 , 1 7.11., to April Mk 

.’'"’oPuMi. Soisaulsof llu-Cnsoino. and Uos.douf ^ 

1? -^uLk Nt>bkisN'cn ••• '*■ 

lupccs). 

( iucul ( lo^^aid. cl<- 

\ Ski.im T l.’uM -M r» VKib, Jam' P, I < P >. 

MMs load loUoi f, on, Air. llu l.ard Uoolior. Uosidoiit at tl.o 1 lurbar, 
aat.d M"iasp...-, mi Uoolu.r ssntos .-■• ...Tin- 

f A’riakl.s and ts^on.y-livo ihousaud rupoos roiuaius to l-o 

Auod l,v tlio Ka.ia'. ' N nd.loa and Nol.Ussou, k,.- . laiiuors, ssl.on 

should 1.0 paid l.s ....V l.a. ',V ">■ 

\ r Sl'll f 'l' ('uMMiriKK, Si‘l^(*'ni^>rr l.>, I < d>. 

'a.o .o.; a;;. 

^ 

".-M 

" ... that l^aso 1.001, inourrod, you svill soo Iho largo sun, 

of“.U Ski rih-:>. loiuain as a halanoo. Of this^suiu . svu. lakhs and 

Mr. R.ol.aid Bool, or sn.-o.^lo,! .Mr. Syk.-s ou .lauuary I, IT-O. 



Maiivka.iau Nn-.KI^^I-.N r>An\i>iK. <> 

v-liv.- thoiisaiHl lup.-.'S tl..- l*i..Nin..- <•( \nk.i;ilvs ..r 

Nu.l.Vu, vvlii. li 111. Ikiinli a-,. i*l- I'.v and tin- 

othi r fai in.-rs \%hili-t tin' laid llu- iiiaiai-i'iiuiit ..f tlu' . < .11 ■». 1 1 . ai- 
llitlu-iti. Niilikia^.-n and I In- tai nni- liav .j,i\iii ii<> -itiaf.nl . .1 \ ati'iNMn-. 

,n...d.u-..d a.i oiinl. of Ulait t liox ,«dls did .■olt-. l. ■n.is tlioy 

.•.•itainls i-li..uld 1 ol .1 1 o,d to do, ,md to |.;i> Nxliat.M i l.alaii..- nia\ 
appoai- ju.^tl^ duo fi oin thorn. tli.it 1 llaltor i.i.\-o If at h a-t a oi. at 

naiL of tlii-^ .,11111 iiia\ ho ioio\oro<l 

staloniont of 1 ; o n 01 1 . 1 . - . .f tho Potty Mahals f.,i iho Hoii.oal yoar 
1177 ( 1 77< ) 7 I ), s^how m.u ;iN«f tlM‘ t 1011 1 1>“ yt'Jii . 

Opposito tho .hsli 1 . t '• U^apooi-, ■ - Itaiah Nohkisvoii - isonij.io.l 

tho o..l.ii.,n hoadod '■ Nanios of t ho 'la h .ok da , s a n d Pi , .fiotois ol 

Si( r;i 

tlu* liiiul'-. • _ _ 

Nf.“t lvc*v(‘nnt' 'srtth'd (<> {or I I 

** ( K*ct (‘<1 t‘<»i { • .111 

•• Itoniission maiilod on anoiint <.f tho Paniin,- 
and dioailfiil .alani.ls ..f iho-oa^on 

, 1.1 , , . . ■ 1 1 t 1 , -1 1- lo ti 

0 Not PoNonuo sotlloil to •" ■ 1, l'.d-ld->-' ^ 

A'l' \ ri'A'i'UfN, I f < 

-l-Nliait from tin- P, oooodino^ of , ho < oni.n , t ffi.onitat 

( asiinharai. tho -iOlh A uousl IT,- , , , 

That tin- f..llo\\ ino I )is|.i i.^t ^ and Nhi ha P. 1 .0 1 nu in tho hands 
.,r loi.onsihlo pi.-plo, shall ...ntiniio t.. pay thou , .nl s at t ho K liaPa, 
t,„t sul.joot to tho P,..Mn.ial ('..nils of \dawliil ostahhshod at Mooi - 

>luM lal ».\cl, i'f . .... 1 

, , , , , . I Ja i.i < < t fU rila^-.s. 

ruKUb-rporo, t\< . ••• J 

llookaporo (..r llo, hapor..), No., No .. Nohokissmi. 




(HAPTEl? V. 


Ac'(n'I^I'l'IO^ O'' t^<iO'''ANri''lY. i 
It iipp<':irs Iroin ;i jx'tition ol Nnl>kiss('n, dated 

duly I77d. that h.- had alr<‘ady been appointc'd Talukdav of 
Nownara and >om.‘ other villae-es. On tlie <)eca^ion of a 
resistance to tin- ex.-rcise of his riohts as s.ich Tn- ^uhnutt<-*l 
a ,,.-tition as will apja-ar from the followine proce<-din^ 4 s : ^ 
ICxtrift of the Vroeef'<ll,t<jH of the l\h<iU(t <f the ^2(>th J>if>/ 1 / <3. 

JU-ad the following IVtition frein Kajali iS’ohkisson : — 

To the Wor.ddpful Itic* aid Barwell, Ksip, Siiperiatondent of the Khalsa. 

Tick llrMiiKK I’Kirm-N ok Rajah Is’oiiktsskn. 

SHKWKTH 1 ^ 

That one ISlallick Abdul Wayad lately eoiiiplanied againat your 
Votitioner at the Khalsa, .ett nig fort^ that your Pel itioner was only 
a Waddadar, but not a Talukdar, of N.iparrah, &c., villages, wheie- 
unon Philip Milner Daeres, Ks.p, then Superintendent, sunnnoned • 
your Retitioner to api.ear at the Khalsa and make his answer. N onr 
'petitioner accordingly waited there, and proved by the Nabobs 
sunnnd that he really was the pr.-sent lalnkdar of the .said villages, 
and accordingly on the 7th .I urn- la'st a decree was given in Ids (your 
Retitioner’s) favour, since which your Retitioner received a Rerwannah 
from the said Khalsa to make the New N eai s Rooneah. lie dis- 
patched the same with his peo)>le to the .said \ illagcs to put it in execu- 
tion. Vour Retitioner's peoxile ari ived at tin- dilferent villages and 
made the Rooneah, but at the in incipal village of the said Taluk the said 
Mullick and his people*would not permit them to make the Rooneah, 
pretending that the said village was his the sa#l Mullick ’s (t'onnah 
Barry) or dwelling-house, which surprised your Retitioner to find that 
he should make a dwelling-house of a village or market, t1\^ rent of which 
your Retitioner regularly paid (government yearly ever since he 

has had the said Taluk, besides the assistance he has repeatedly given 
to the said Mullick, by which he is a sutl'erer of no less than seven or 
eight thousand ruiiees. Your Retitioner most humbly begs youf 
Wox’ship will be so gracious as to order the sawi Mullick together with 
his peoplfi to be iirought to the Khalsa, where they may be made 
an example for disobeying the Rerwannah and preventing your Peti- 
tioner’s peojile from making the Pooneali* 





^ii» ’■ gtanted a 
of which he would 
with content to 

his *i^igioh#Si^fe^^ ; HalW for . ttirfs ,tfm%,'^ coMidering his re- 

presehtip^tion: as to .a jcooamendahle end, favoured him 

with ,a fc-uanuPd f or, tih© of :N'oparrah, &c. Three 

r<^h^wiM^pened, during whioh period the 
ijiffc>i^i^feq*>ded the revenue without a 
single claimant MulUck Abdul Wahed 
' makes pretensions to and s©ts fcorth that !Maha Rajah 

Nobkissen has f<»reibiy jdiliposiwBM^ him. Whereas the usages of the 
country admit not the reversiii|f of the orders of Rulers, Mr. I>acres 
having this in view, decreed ISTobkissen to continue in the Taluck. 
If the abovementioned j^nllick reflects on his former right to the 
Talookdajoey^ I submit it to you. Sir, whether the sum of lO per cent, 
on the jrVfmma of the Malgezarry shall be fixed on him or not, and 
wh^her his houses and gardens on which there are no ryots, but 
simply trees, -should not remain in his possession. 

Upon this Report the Superintendent came to the 

following conclu9^5>^^r;-r- ^ ' 

•ipiyfe^uperintendite^^^ofei^^i^ that, whatever irregularity there 
been^n the first grants, yet the length of time which ha% 
since those, were issued, and^the usages of the country in the 
above sentiments delivered by the-Raylayan, render it necessary in 
established rights throughout the country not to make any deviation or 
cvlteration, but upon the most mature consideration and under the 
most weighty circumat^-ances. It likewise appears that the grant 
obtained of this TalUick has no^ proceeded any p^icular or 

,priwte views of the person who solicited tl^CT^^^^tonlerely for the 
"lftttp|k>rt of - the religious and the^nstitotion iBhe^waS^^ an 
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application to aAch an end evidently; Oafc,Jbiw».t no private 

ejnolument has been the object. -eavi*% f 

linden t proceed^ tp.ob^^e ui>on the ptJwc* B&^h'a 

,Sntiinent% ^ confirmed 

^otd ■ 

the ord^9 ^ O^^hmeht — sn<^ an allo^ranoe as is estln^tM stifR— 
Cient for their support ; and that the crl^riq-n at which it is uanaUy 
fixed throughout the country is lOper cen^. on the dtiinma of the.lands 
granted away, and to oontinne to them Athaai allotments of ground^ 
ten and twenty bighaa* with their hdoeea, 35iat_ the Jumpc^ 
parrah, etc., is rupees 1,832-12-11. As thia atipeod, though hgreeAble 
to the custom of the country,.from the smaUlK^ of, the ^iJattdck afibrds 
but a mean support and^ wilf sta^rely i^orve the U^ OEhluhaar above 
the distresses of want, it is judged but ^uifcable^||? tbe Talook is an 
improving one, instead of lO to allow 20 per cent., eq.ual to 360 rupees 
per annum. Further, that whatever ground KAuridge, a^ 

for which he can produce prop^ and auth^tioai^^PSfentt^ jji;hdei^|ie^ 
aovernment seal, shall remam to ^ 

further easy, that the ground that^nMiky be specked in these 
shall altogether be increased to lOO bighas ; that, ^ abstract of tois 
proceeding be transmitted to Hajah Nobfcissen : — Mullick Abdul 
■Wahed, being called upon to answer to the complaint on account of his 
raising disturbance and opposing tke^ order of. Government to make 
the Hundabust of the ensuing year and hold the Mofussul Funeah in 
the village of Mullick Bung, replies that it is a separation that took 
place long since, and does not appertain to the Talook. Being asked to 
whom it pays its rents, he replies : to himself. It appears too obvious 
from this that he would willingly evade a compliance with the orders 
of Government and depri^ the Talluck of a part of its rights by divid- 
ing them from the other parts. The Sup>erintendent remarks that this 
is obvious, because no private collections are allowed to be made in any 
place without the particular order from Government ; ^hat, without 
he can produce some order of this nature, he cannot be entitled' lifj^ny 
- respect to tlie pretended right he adWhces of a separate collection. 

On the 5th November 1777 the Board [Warren Hastings 
and Council] resolved that Baja Nobkissen possessed no 
legal right to the villages of Nowparah* Chundaleah and 
Baugmulli^k and decreed that they are. jUie legal l|ih.^ritaj3Lee 
of Mullick Abdul Wahed who waA to W |wsaession of 

them. The petition of Haja 'b^mplahsteg of this 
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order is a reniarkaVde document. It exliibits his intelli- 
o-ence and capacity of reasoning, and has special interest 
as an aiitohioo raphical recor<l. Thc^ petition runs as 
follo^vs : < ♦ 

PoR’i' WiRLiAM, tJie orc^nhcr Xi 4 


To TiTK IToxourablk the C4 


OVERXOR-< j ENERAE AX1> I'OINeiT. OF !ReVENX E. 


The TTfmree P»etittox of 

ISTaharata ISIarkissex 15ahaf>oor 


Sheweth : — 

That on the 6th instant your i>etitioner n-ceived a verbal message 
by his Vakeel from the Superintendent of the Khalsa acquainting him 
that your Hon’ble Hoard had come to a determination to dispossess 
your petitioner of hi>i Talook of Ts^owapara and to reinstate the fornn r 
possessor, ISIullick Abdul Wfihed, therein. 

That your petitioner wholly unaecjuainted with the reasons oi- 
grounds whereon such determination is founded and not consciou.s 
either of any defect in his original title or of having done any act 
whatsoever to vitiate or avoid the same, hunil.ily ciaves leave to re- 
present the very great hardship and severe, though he submits it, 
undeserved roHection such determination if <arried into execution 
would be on him, and <lraw the attention of your Honorable Board 
to the following brief state of faets whi. h he humbly hopes and doubts 
not will prevent the siiine : 'o:. 

That your petitioner derives his title to the Talook in cpiestion 
under a sunnud from aovernment in the Bengal year one thousand 
one hundred and seventy-six or Knglish year 1769, which sunnud was 
duly granted toShim according to the establi-shed custom of the 
country in consideration of his long and faithful public services as per 
note at the foot heref>f (Iteference A) and of his relinquishing at the 
desire of Oovernnient a grant, he had before obtained of the Ber- 
gannahs Koymungal, &c., which the Ilon’ble (,'ompany were about that 
time desirous of taking into their own hands. 

That the said sunnud was aftei'wards, on a suit being instituted 
by the present claimant to set aside the same, fully recognized and 
examined, and duly and judicially confirmed, by two successive decrees 
of the Superintendents of the IChaksa, the first pronounced by Bhilip 
Milner Dacres, Esq., the 7th of .Tune 1773, and the second by Tlichard 
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Barwell, “Esq. (now a inonil^er of your TTon’ble 13oard) on the -26th 
July following, men whose aV.ilitfes anJ experience in the laws and 
customs of the country, your petitioner huml .ly presumes, eanm.T he 
called in question ; and who were then, in virtue of tl^>ir ofhces, m- 
vested with competent authority, and th.<» ouly proper judges to act 
and determine in Uie premises. 

That ever since the granting of the said sunnud you. petitioner 
hath been in possession of the said Talook, hath duly exercised every act 

, . , - 1 oaid all demands ^*id revenues 

of ownership therein, and i<'prnlail% paici . - 

, - ^*- 4-1 c-oiilidino- in the faith and justice of 

due in respect theieof, and toiiuci „ ■ 4 -u^ 

Oovernment hath been at consi<lerable expenses in iinpiovin_ 

same and in making purchases contiguous ther.-to, &c 

That the granting of the said sunnu.l was the sole and voinnta > 

act of t4overnnient for the good ami valuable considerations aforesaid 

and in conformity to the established custom of the country 

cases, for time immemorial used, and approved (many 

1 1 ^ whi<‘h mi<'‘iit d>e eiiumeiated, youi peti- 

aniono: numberless othois \\ hicu mi-, ^ p 

Uoiier and as your petitioner has ever since complied with the terms 

tirreof and of the said two decrees, he humbly subnnts to your 

'„,p.^h.ba A.d ^ I3.,a.d, l,.ki„s tl.. for.sotag 

circumstances into consideration, will be pleased to r. vise and reconsider 
your proceedings aforesaid, and communicate to your petitioner in 
writing such things (if any) as may be alleged against his right and 
afford him an opportunity, of answering the same and more u y 
elucidating and establishing the justice of the case if it shall be 
necessary, and that in the meantime the said ordeF of your Hon ble 
Board for the dipossession of your petitioner be either suspended or 
annulled, as may be most consistent ^witb justice, and »s to your 
Hon’ble Board shall seem meet. • 

And your petitioner sliall ever pray &c. 

]^ote. Your petitioner’s Sunnud and the two decrees above-men- 

tioned are herewith left for the inspection of your Hon’ble Board. 

f Befeuenck a. ] 

[This statement of services rendered by ISTubkissen to the Company 
from the year 1756 to the year 1767 has already been quoted and need 
not be here repeated.] 
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[llEFJSRJDyrCE B.] 

Old I7i3ta7ices. 

'' U,ule,- Caivn late Nobab of that name). -Obackla 

Batorea, etc.,>arganna Cat^vb. ana 'l egutcby, BadsUy, Sawojal, grant- 
ed to Ram Jeeban Rai. A.11 the then proprietors turned out 

Under Ncihob Mahuhctt — Parian n:i Arxah, now p.ii t of Bui 

wan, gi anted to Alanick ( hand. i (Li i- 

Pa.ganna of Burdah t hunder t hack, and feahnm- 

. had granted'to Rajah KerrillC-hand and Raja Iv.ssnaran., b.uduau 

Biiiahs. Foriiiei- possessors turned out. .it 

^ Parganna Buzergomeidpoor (under Baccah graute. 

Raja Rajebulleb, Sahainut .Tung’s Dewan. 

Modern Instances. 

C.uler Meor J.tfur'x H .-M t/orrranieah— Coolooral., .'cc., villages an.l 
•I'alooks granted toP.am ( haran Rai, The then possessor turned out. 
his rei)rt‘?entative still living. 

t-arfer .hVOc - Four annas of the . I assure Pergannahs anted to 
S\la Odoin ('awn, who remained,, in <juiet possession dui nig ns le, 
and his widow now enjoys it. Forn.er proprietors 

Under ditto . — [’arganna CTiiingurrah, tN:e., gi.uiUd 
lal, Zeininder of Myaixdal. Anandolal since dead. Ins widow now 
eniov^=^ it. The former propriej)ors dispossessed. 

Under Meer .Tafa'r\<f ff7'sf < iorrr,> ,nent . — Twenty-four Pargannas 
-ranted to the Tlon’iile ( 'ompany, and the f-rmer propi letors all dis- 

l‘M>asessed. , , . , r 

Ka^^inX AH,, t'oe a’.s- O’o,-er,oae,h.— tirant t o ( 'olonel oote of 

the proprietorship of tiher..tti, &e., as a .Taghir. Pos.sess.on thereof 

ordered to be delivered to Raja Nobkisse.u to whom he sold .t, by 


( 'ompanv’s general lettei* of this ye.n . 

Under Talooks of Bassai and Barhutp* 


L^ranttal to Saum 

tthose, and the then proprietors, refusing to .,uit possession Mr 
Vansittarfc, the then tiovernor, gave his own Perwannah and sent 
sepoys forcibly to turn then. ..'n'.’., pursuant to the grant winch was 
done accordingly. Mr. Vansittart’s ..riginal Perwannah .s herewith 

UtKler ditto . — Perwanna Beerah, &e., granted to Ram C'harn Rai. 
The then possessors turned out, and Ram t hai n s son no 

possessiom ^ villages, granted to .Sanker Outt, 

Madan Butt’s brother. ' Kormeie possessors turned out. 
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Meer ^faffor s .'^ecoiid Governmeat. — Hadoor, &c., Parj^aiina j^ranted 
to i^ija JNTun C'oonicr. The then ij^jssessur turned out. 

.Vuboh Sei/*>f no>Gnh. ?^atpoor villages, ifce. (part of Jcssore)*and 
Talook IVIeergodai, graiiLea t- llari Kisseii Tacoov, and the then 
|>ossessoi's tinned out. 

TsTundo <\)oinar was turned out by i^ord Plive, and Saukai JJutt 
b^ Becber -both rein..ta ted, X undo C Wmiar by Mr. Vorelst, and 

Sankar Outt by Mi. < ‘artier, and now remaining in ]>ossrssion. 

(Sd.) XoijkAskn 

'rii<‘ <li-cu — ion of tin* potitioii an<l tli(‘ la'solut ion on it 
will show that X^ubkis-oiT- bononr was ^avtul. Ft was <l(‘cid- 
<mI to r(‘\<‘r.-o an irr<‘<;nlar a<‘t of (4ov<‘rn nion t , but it wa^ aPo 
<loclar<‘<l that this <looi>ion wa^ not to Ih‘ takmi a- a judgment 
passed against Xubkiss<‘n for any oppre^-ion or ot^o^ mal- 
practie<‘. It was d<‘ternnn<‘d also to grant a eom\iensat ioit to 
th(' Ha.ia for tin* d<'pri\ation of tho» grant which had been 
made to him, ddi<‘ following paperr^ embody thc‘ rer^ull 

( t oVUll NOR-ldENKllAl. 

1 :i,n «en«ible of the juntieo of Mr. I'.arvvell s al gnn.ents so f;ii' 
as they respect llaju Xobkissen, and the formal act ot govern- 
ment imssed in his favour : hut A ea.Inot admi't of it in competition 
witli positive justice. The injustice done to lAaja Xobokissen oriKina- 
Led witli tlie grant whicli it was not in tlie power of tiovernment to 
secure to l.im, because it was against law. It wae an infringement of 
the rights of property eonlirmed iiy a possession of 1 2.'. years, as I 
am well informed, and could exi.st no longer than the duration of the 
influence which gave rise'to it. It is therefore my oi>in.on, in whi^ 
t persuade myself Mr. Harwell will concur, thar j^lie decree of the 
.->th November do stand contirnied, but that at the .same time a 
lAecIaration be given in writing under the order of the lioard by t le 
Superintendent of the l^halsa Records, to both the parties, that this 
act is the reversal of an irregular act of floveriiment, not a judgment 
passed against Raja Nobkissen in consequence of any oppression 
which may bo imputed to him for it; and if it shall lie the sense of the 
Board that a compensation should be made to ibija Nobkissen for the 
deprivation of the grant which was made to him and intended as the 
reward of the public .services, that this TAeclaration be made to him at 
the same time. 



OF SofTANUTTY. 


JNIr. Francis. 

I tKink that the Kesoliitioii of the oth Noveniher must stand, con- 
firnied, and that the Talookdar must have his li^ht if he insists on it. 

I ae<iuiesee in the declarations proi^osed to be made to Raja TSTobkis- 
sen, and as t understand the property is very inconsiderable, L suppose 
it would not be dillicult to him a compensation for it. J>ut I do 

not admit of this as a pre- ^Mlent, and sliall invariably consider every 
case as it comes before us on its own meiits, 

:Mr. l*\R\\KRr.. 

» L entirely coiicui in the sentiments delivered bv Mr. Francis. 

Ri:s< )id ri< >x. 

Resv>lved that the 1 )ecree of the oth of Xo\au u bei“ do stand contirmed, 
but that at thi? sauu‘ time a declaration be ^i\en in writin^^ under the 
order of the Hoard by the Sipieri n t(uiden t of the Khalsa Records, 
to both the parties that this aet is the reversal <»f an irre^ailar act of 
(iovernment, not a judgment passed a<i:ainst Raja Nobkissen, in con- 
secpience of any oppression, ^wh ich may be imputed to him for it, and 
that a compensation will be mad** .to Ra.ja Nobkissen for the depri- 
vation of the ^lant whi<*h was mad ' him ami inti'iided as the i*ewm‘d 
of his public sei’vic*es, 

( )ri>kr oi rni: Kii.\r.s\ 

< )ideieil that the Supt'i inttuident of the Khalsa be advised ac- 
coi'din^ly and that he*l)e dirt*cted to repoit, if any, ami what c‘ompiui- 
sation can be niiid** and acct*pte*l by t*ithcr of the paities and the 
justice of tiovei nmeiit \ indicated t<> both 

Tliis was uiitiirally b\- a p< ‘t i t ion i i'om Niibki.ss(ui 

askin^*- t'or :i xaluatioa oT tin* pj*o[KU'ty In* lia<l lost and t'or tin* 
orant of ad<*<juatt‘ c*oni[K‘nsu t ion, a 

W'li.ia.vM, t/fC itiher 1777. 

Read the ftdlowin*^ l^etitiou from Rajah Xobkissen : - 

. 'VilK IJoN RRK WaRRKN IiAsriN(JS, F.S<^., 

( luceritor-f ic/iercil^ mid <>J tha CikhicU of Ilet'aune. 

Tiik lluMiaa-: 1*ktition ob R.v.iAit Xurokisskn. 

SllEWKTil ; -- 

Vour petitiom^r humbly be^s leave t*> lepreseiit that oil 
being favored with the llon’ble J3oard=s Oecree of the 18th Novern- 
ber be presumed to prefer a petition to your Honours requesting 
a valuation to be made oC tlie Talook of Nowparab. The reason for 
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tliis request was that your justice might determine on .. eompeiisa- 
tion eciuivalent to the present^ value of the said Talook, and that at 
the same time the execution of your Oecree might be complete, in all 
its parts, both in Avhat related to your petitioner’s yielding up the 
said Talook, and to his receiving an equivalent from tJovernment. 

i^s that part of your Beciee which relates to his yielding up the 
Talook has taken efVect, and your petitioner has received the orders 
of the gentlemen of tht‘ Calcutta Committee, he now humbly prays 
you may, consonant to the justi<'e <»f n our decision, be Dirther pleased 
to send a peremptory order to the gentlemen of the CAunmittee to p'*t 
him in possession of some parcel of the Company s own lands; and 
that no difliculty may arise in the exe.*uti<m of your commands, your 
petitioner begs the indulgence for pointing out Sootalutty, its Haut 
and Ba^'.ar, and IVauJ: UixyAii and its Sayr ; as a just and etjuitable 
compensation at Ihe sanu^ rate of revenue of 1 rupees per annum, 

which is the Suddei- .1 \imma of tin* said ^Palook. 

Vour petitioiuu humbly hopes the 1 ron’bh‘ Hoard will consider 
the Circumstances his case, that N^dle one part of their decision 

operates against him, if tln‘ other part which is t.> operate in his favor 
is not now enforced, their jxxstice •will b<‘ incomplete, and that in the • 
of the whole c<)unti‘N he will .appear under theii* displeasure, foi 
the act tjf taking fi'om him a gift the Ciovernment had once made will 
be notoiious, and his fail* nauie will sulfei*, unless it is vindicated by 
an immediate and similar gift from*the i uleis. 

For these leasoiis your humble petitionei* has adventured to jioint 
out what he will willingl\- and gratefully r<.‘ceive as an ecpiivalent for 
that gift your homjuis aie pleased to change, though the value of it 
may be lathei* undei- what he diew fi*om ISTowparah in the improved 
state to which he brought it, vud if on a Jerilf <»f TSTowparah your 
Honours may conceive- h<*has rated it too high, he hereby agrees to 
pay such additional revenue for the hind he reepi^sts as shall make it 
a bare compensation for the lands he yields up. This he engages to do 
that no obstacles may arise to his being put into immediate possession 
or to the drawing out the necessary^sunnud should your ftonours be so 

released. . , , , i ,, 

And ^^)ur Tetitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever pray, 

(Sd.) TsTorktssex, 

following; pa]_)ers sot forth tho dylilxu'iitions iintl tho 
conclusion : 

Read again the Board’s Resolution of the 18th November regard- 
ing Rajah Nobkissen, 
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OoVERI^OR-GtENEUAL. 

A.S the l>oard are bound by a prpiiiise very tiulemnly made to 
Nobki^en to ^rant him an equivalent for the land of which he 
lias been deprived by a judicial Decree, T myself shall veiy ieadil> 
agree to his pro^posal, because it cannot atfect the property or riglits 
of others, but as I understand that Xtajah Nobkissen still retains 
possession of the Talooks of ISTawporrah, &c., I hope that whatever ^y<^ y 

be the Itesolution of the Jioard respecting the compensation which 

is to be made to him, the execution and even the notification of it may 
le-nain suspended, until justice shall have had its course and he shall 
have yielded up the possession of these Xalooks of ]S^ow|>orrah, &c., t<> 

tlie lawful owner. L^pon this" occasion 1 think it necessary to 
remark that the ilesolution of the Board of the 18th November ex- 
presses a meaning in some respect different from mine, although 
in justice to the Secretary I must add that to the best of my re- 
collection it was dictated by me, and the error 1 am willing to take 
upon myself. The words are : “Ordered that the Superintendent of the 
Khalsa be advised accordingly and that he be directed to repoiD 
if any and what compensation can be made and accepted by cither 
of the parties and the justice of Oovernment vindicated to both. ” 
This implies that a propositi should be made to each i>arty to 
v'ield up his right of possession. I had no idea of prevailing ui>on 
Abdul Waited to resign his right, nor that anything more was 
necessitiy than to make a compensation to Raja Nobkisseii for his 
los.s. This is not material, but I hope I shall be excused in having 
taken up so much of the time of the Board in this explanation, 
as in a judicial question I would wish that nothing may appear as my 
opinion which is not strictly confoi ntable to it. 

AIr. Franc’ is : 

The Besolution of the Board of the 18th November is right, but 
the order to the u in tendent of the Ivhalsa goes beyond the terms 

of the Resolution. I do not think it material. 

AXr. Bar well 

I undetatand from the petition before ns tliat the decision, so 

far as it relates to tlie establiahiny tlie former Talukdar in his rights 

has taken effect, and is now in course of execution. If this is so, I 
.think the Committee should be ordered to put Nobkisseii in possession, 
but not otherwise as pr'^posed by the Oovernor. 

Resolved that the Committee of Revenue be directed to put Rajah 
Nobkisseij in possession of JSootalutty, its Haut and Ba^iai and Baug 
Bazar and its Sayr at the rrte of rupees 1,832, the Suddar Jumnia 
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t,f the Talook of Nawpaiah decreed to Mullick Al)dul Wahed on 
the 5th November 1777, and if on a ZeritV of the Talook it ehall be 
found that the grant exceeds the value of the Talook, in sueh^ ca.se 
Raia Nobkissen stands engaged for, and is to pay, such additional 
Revenue as shall make the said <lrant a bare eqiuvalent for le 

lands of which he is dispossessed. . , , ,, .•.i,,f,„ 

Agreed that this Resolution Vie transmitted to the t aleiitta 
( V^mniittee with tlie following I^etter 
To 

Mil. John IIolmk, • 

cVe., ZVordie/o/ Ovoo-// o/' AVreu tulr.tta 

'"™hm:ewith tri^nsmit you a copy of Uesolution pas.sed 

on this day, on a iietition which has been presented to us on beha 
of Rajah Nobkissen, which we direct you to 

as soon as he shall have yielded up the possession o < 

of Nowparah, etc., to the lawful owner, until whieh time the execiit , , 

and even the notihcation of it.is to reiflain suspended. 

We are, (gentlemen, 
r * Vour most ohedimit Servants, 

I (Sd.) Warrkn llAsriN<js, 

I (Sd.) nCHl>. liAllVVKr.H, 

{ (Sd.) V. Francis. 


FoR't WlI.RlAM, 

The T^th Deecniher 177' 


On the t’.tli of .laniuirv 177S Hii.in Nobkiss.ui -nhinil 
toil n petition |.iayino for n snnninl for tlie inoin.nli ol 
Sootannttv. cVe., possession of whiel. Ita.l lieen dei reed to Inn. 
in lien of inonxah Nowparah. After ^o.ne eor re-pon,lenee 
the sunnuil was ^ranteil. OetaiC of the proeee.l.nos are set 

forth in the followino papm s ; 

At -v CoLNCin (RF.vKNet; OKi-AaTMKNi'T, .Jaainn-.j Hth, liiM. 
Read the following Petition from Rajah Nohkissen ; - 
Translation of a l>etition from Rajah Nohkissen. ♦ 

•‘.xs I have not yet received a J^niinud from the < oiiiniittee tor the 
Mom^ahof Sootalutty, &c., which the foui.cil were 

in lieu of Mouzah Nowaparah, and as I am apple leiisivc o , * 

difficulties arising to prevent me from obtaining one, 1 pray that 
frf^b orders may be given to the t •ommittee to grant me the Sunnud 
^ also that they may be desired not to give Rattahs for any ground 
within the said Mahals, that disputes may not be occasioned heveaftci. 
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Agree<i that a copy thereof with the following letter be trans- 
mitted to the Calcutta Committee : 

To 

*' iSlR. Jonx IdoLME, 

1^7'ovi/icicil Coitiicil of Iteveyitte <xt 

CjrE>rTLEME>r, ‘ 

^Ve herewith transmit you the copy of a Petition which 
has been presented to us by Tlajah Nobekissen and desire you 
will not give Pattahs for any ground within the Mahals granted to 
Rajah N obk iss 3 n . 

Port AVilriam, e are, 0<:c. 

iyth J^anuanj 1778. 

At a C-otrxciR (Revenue Oepartment), Ja miari/ 1778. 

C overnor-<4enerar’s Minute. 

“ i observe the draft of Sunnud to Rajah Nobkissen, laid before 
the Board last Council day, is not drawn out agreeal>ly to form, 
as it includes his engagement to make good any overplus which may 
appear to be tliereby given Kim on a valuation of the villages of 
l^owparrah, &c., before held by him. I am of opinion and move that 
o the Sunnud be granted according to the accompanying foini, in which 
the above clause is omitted, and that a Muchulka may be taken that 
if the present grant exceed the rents of ISTowpaiuah, he will make up 
the difference. 

Be it known to all Mutsuddies in present emi>loy, or who here- 
after may be Canongoes, Ryotts, ilu.sbandmen, &c., &;c., &o., of the IVIal 
and Syer of the village Sootalootie and Bang Bax;ar and Ifogulkoon- 
dee, that the Talookdariy of tlie above villages, their JMal and Syei-, 
according to the particular.s hereunto annexed, are in exchange for 
the villages ISTopoorah, &c., granted to the hig4i and powerful Mahah 
R^jah ^N^obkissen Bi^iadre, to take place from the beginning of the 
Bengal year 1184, and the said Rajah Nobkissen on his part shall do 
whatever shall be necessary and proper and customary for the benefit 
of the said Tulookdariy, conducting himself upon the principles of 
justice, and in no wise neglect to give his attention and care in this 
respect ; and he shall so behave himself as to secure the satisfaction 
and content of the Ryotts and other inliabitants, and by his good 
management cause a daily increase of husbandry and prosperity, and 
shall regularly and punctually pay a fixed annual jumma for the same 
(excepting Ram Bazar and Roy Bazar) of 1,237-13-10 exclusive of 
the Chowkidary Tax. 
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IVIaiiarajau Nubkissbn J5AiiAr>i it. 

And the abovenientloned Mutsuddies, Ryots, &o., &c., &c., shall 
acknowledge him as the propel. Talookdar, and not deviate in the least 
instance from his proper and legal orders or counsels, nor require of 
him a new Sunnud every year, and in this respect they must be at- 
tentive and. obey. 


Original Jumma 

1,8.32 

O 

O 

.Jumnia of Bam Bazar,) 

.094 

2 

lO, 

&c.,tolie deducted...) 



J umnia of Sootalooty, &c. 

1,237 

13 

lO 


Pctrt 

icidctrs. 


i ltam l^vx.ai* 441 
T^a^a Bazar ir>0 


2 lO 
O O 


The whole village of Sootalooty, &c., o Mahals 
Mai ... • ••• 

TTaut Sootalooty 
Bazar do. 

Soobalv Baz.iir 
( diaries Bazar 
Baug Bazar, 

Bang Bazar ... 

IToogulkooudee 

Ordered that tbe Sunnud be 
be required to <-xecute a 

Agreed tlierefoi ' ^ 

ciitta Committee- 

T 


, ni : — 

1 jMalial 
1 
1 
1 

1 99 

2 ISIabals 

I 99 

1 


anted, and that Bajah Nobkiasen 
that tbe folTosving lett.?r be written to the t!al- 


MFs. .ToTIN lIoI^MK, 
Preside n ct-f.. 


l*roci nciul 


Colt tied ef lleretiue at Ccdcutta.. 


Sunnud whicli we have 

Vneloaed we transRnt you a cop> ot tne .-^uniiuiA 

rprer«:r.vr;aL\T.?«:>SorKo»,.^ 

up the difference. 

Fort William, 

ietJi dctmutrif 1778. i • 

Sootanxxtty at the prosoat dtty is only a name 
worth while inquiring what it meant Mnd inclmled at Ae 
Time it was granted to Nuhkissen. The C^omnnttee having 
called upon the “ Duan ” CLewan m- Accountant] to report 
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- ^vhut pardeulav Mahals an.l Bazars fall within Snctanutty 
Mahah its Rant an.l Bazar. Ban- Bazar an.l Sy.-r. >,KH-.tyinji 
th.‘ am.nal .lunnna ..f .-a.h Inr the i.rocn.hn- .. y.-ars an.l 

th.- suhnntt.sl. lh<‘ 

folio win ji may h.> l.'ft t.> sp.'ak for its.lf : — 

vr \ t:oMMiTiKK (('Arc. Kev. (,!om. <'.>N.-.) /J,:c,„,/.rr y , <■ 

The Vccoiupfc>''»t' lays Wf..ie the t •oi.nuittce a .Jnnnna W as.l l>ake:> 
the Hants and Ikvzars of Calcutta for the present > ea> , 
to th'eir .adors ..f the - 24 th instant, and the Connnittee 


( >tt<vr;iin Mctri-* 

lilKil.tiiaut i'hattli u ; 
^5<>s.tc> ram 
' Naliiah Babu 
1 Bai.ib Niibki'-'-en 


«i>oLaNutt> Ktmondar 

BoLfbuzai 'b). 

[Bhuj.!- 3 a/.Hr 1 

t'h.irlc-' Bvi/.tr i:/.ardar 

Hants Sootanutty d“. 

ivani Buzai tic. . 

Sob. lb Llu/ar 'b>. 

San..- dav the Ac-.-.-iptant lavs hefo.e the Con.n.itlee 
NVasil IJakey' Account ..f th.- Candlients and Cho wkey dar. y I a.v of 
t\,e 'l-oNVU ..f Calcutta f.>r the llen-al years 1179 - 1184 . 


•J uir ma of 
1180. 1' 

Ki-t to 
i iiti til r 

the 

“oo8.e 

( 'ollcctcd. 

ISalan.-c. 

10,680 14 9 

8 ,345 

O O 

3,j‘2l 1 

4,H‘21 0 o 

1.112 O 4 

1 550 

1 o 

I 180 

:-,70 4 0 

j 8oo o o 

1 633 

8 O 

1 

1 74 

469 8 O 

2,510 O o 

1.603 

1 o 

' Oil 

770 4 0 

1 • 

1 701 O 0 

1 107 

1 

n o 

1 lO* 

1 68 0 o 

i 

! 500 0 0 

i 

j 333 

8 0 

i 148 

1 85 8 o 


M \ H AB^ 


Ktni<>n« lars. 


117D. 

trsoottaiintty 

Bc{^- 

1180. 

^oottaiintty 

Bok,'-Buzai 

SH \ 1 K : 
llaat St)otUinutt\ 

('bavbv" Bnzai 
Sobali Bii/ar 


nt_-cb.ii am Muudlc 

, S 

k (ittaram Mt'tre 


4 ’jLzanuab or 

R(*m. 


(5lio wkci diirr’. 
d'ax . 


•- I 


Jicebaram Muinbo, 
I (ittarain Metre 


Jogttriiaat C a n - 

FUIIlilb — 


K,f -nouiob iin 
cottiib 


i>o. ! 

lid- i 


321 '■> 17 


.108 11 14 
17 o J i 


4>2 15 lO I 

03 U O 1 


860 13 r> 
18 8 15 


T.Oal 
Ba lance. 


321 O 1 7 


130 14 «' 

(>0 6 lo 


1,208 

65 


02 15 lo 
232 14 O 

231 € lo 
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Soottaiivitty 

Bog-T3vizar 


(.’'azannali or Obow ko> darry 'I’otal 

Rent. Tax. Balance. 


Becliaram Mamllc 445 1 ^ 15 

Ottaram Metre 7 H 11 


1,^5 7 15 S 1 1,C08 18 3 


Haiti -Bvizar .. 


Ntmtiah !Ial»<>o 


Soot tan VI Lty 
Bog-Bnzar, vV < 


lii-cluvrani Miiiellt' 
< tttar.ini M<‘tre 


410 7 r» i 1.132 8 


■Hant Sootauntty 
Ham-Buzar 


fBiarlet, r.n/ar . . 
Soltah liuzar 


Ui>v.>\ Sine: 
Nannab lialu 


Rannuirain M o - 
/o«.>in'l.»» 


SereN tUinr Tagore 
Hata\t NaHk»-'<‘n 


H.og-lUi/.ar 


Beoltarain Mtin<l*.<‘ 
ottaram Mctie* 


Ha tall N uHki' 


A l\,rth...- l{..,H.r1 -ulnnita-l tlu- -=nn.‘ offic-.M- .A 

(Mnl.<).li<Ml in tin- lolfoNN u>e. l>ro<-.-.-.rni-~ ; 

AT A COMMITTKK (('AT.<r TTA l?KVK.VrK < M M .f TK K « .V-A ' ..T AT , O S S. > 

I r 1 / < < 

Th.. LA-o-i.-nt TOM-ints two<' ‘ t'' 1 1;: 

0..,n.cil-no,...- this nu.o.inK Kv ooh-r fron. th.- 

Kevenuo Oepartmont, an.l ^^as air.-ctoa to .Law ont tiu — 

^ 1 ,4-^ Xolikissen in compHiisivtian 

authenticating the grant nva.le to llajah Nol.Ms.sen ' 

for Nowparrah innnodiately and to the 

appertaining to Sootanutty, except Ham Jtazai an< a< gf ^ 

rent xvhereof are hy the Board’s orders of the Ihth instant to be pa.d 
direct to the Huz^-om. Agreeable thereto, the Bres.dent now )a.>s 
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tet„„ Ih. th. torn, ol th. grant »iacl. the N«lb b» 

“„p.,=a, .vbM., il th.y .pprav.. h. »m airant t,. 1 « .ra».a to Nnlb 

“■”;^raCn bning nW ra,..d np»„ .on ,n. ILp.-t. o.d.rad yraUtra 
dny “w Bnrara, -..ov. I.y « Won. Coraratt..., nnd 

olirv.. tlral tl.. l.nd. ol SooW, Bora., li.ra. Eorar, H.nt bootn- 
„X”“nd B.ra., ... ln.lnd.d .... o. V.H.g. of 

Sootanutty. 

.Tunima of Sootanuty, &c., for the following yeara 


Sootanutty Toeil 

Atraam<lar* . • 

1179. ^ 

6,930 8 11 

1 HO. 

0,921 12 l< 

llHl. 1 

0,920 H lU 

1182. 1 

6,933 11,19 

1183. 

7,177 11 n ! 

Total. 

54.890 5 8 

Sobasar T o a 1 1 

Hoozoory 

Rambazur 

llaut Svittauutty 

ir>u o 0 

370 O 0 

1,400 O 0 

251 0 0 

4.0 0 

1,500 »» i 1 

316 12 15 

144 2 K 

1,152 4 0 

T 

816 12 15 

114 2 10 

l,8H0 4 t 

316 12 15 

414 2 10 

1,961 4 0 

1,361 6 5 

2,102 7 10 

8,199 12 0 

Bazar S u 1 1 n • 

nutty 

o 

diaries Bazar . . 

360 0 ol 

llu 0 0 

SHfi O O 

460 o 0 

3l<> 12 15 

269 4 10 

680 12 15 

569 4 It 

596 12 15 

669 4 10 

2,245 C 5 

2,207 13 :0 

Total 

9,620 8 14 

0,907 12 14 

9,726 3 0 

10,737 0 9 

1 

1,086 0 1 

isi.os; 2 iH 

Bogbazar Toeil 

Atmaniflar -- 

416 -2 18 

440 4 4 

447 15 0 

449 3 9 

492 4 i 

> 2,281 13 IS 

Kaie O u n g e 

Tosll Hoaoorj 


160 0 t 

1 

)] 150 0 C 

> 150 0 t 

) 160 0 ( 

) 600 0 0 

Total 

Broogbt flown 

1 446 2 1 

9,620 8 1 

9 I 696 4 

4^,907 12 1 

4 697 15 ( 

4 9,725 18 

I 

B 599 3 ' 

0 10,737 0 

9 G42 4 

9 11,066 0 

6 8,881 IS 18 

1 51,057 2 18 

Total Rupoea . 

. 10,066 11 

7 10.504 0 1 

H 10,323 12 

6 11,336 3 1 

. 

8 11,708 4 

7 53,939 0 1 


Ordered that the Sunnud be translated against the next meeting. 

The grant o€ Sootanutty to Nubkissen called forth a 
protest from the » injiabitants and landholders of Sootanutty 
Lid Baug Bazar.” The or.ders passed on the petition were 
firm but conciliatory. The original documents may be 
interesting. ^ 
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At a Councii. ( Rkvenue 1>eeartment ), Januartf 23, 1778. 

Read the following petition fioni the inhahitant'< and landholdera 
of Sootaniity and l^tng l>Hx:ar. 

“To The Honi^uha hi.e Wahuen JIv^jtinoh, 

f t OVGl'ilGl' - (j C?** * f y of iicVGH'itC Ctt t* <>i't t ft HGIlCfClf . 

The Humble JVtition and Reinonatrance of the Inhabitants and 
Landholders of the Histriets of Sootannty and Razar in the 

Town of t'alontta 
Humbly Skhwktii; - 

That yoiir Retitioneis have been from time inkinemorial Inhabi- 
tants and landholders in the lli^triets of So<ktanuty and Rjvng Rayu\r in 
the 'Town of < ’alcnt^a b\' virtut^ of sovtn'al Pott^ihs ‘*r grants which 
have been gi*aiited and I’t'iiewctl fi“*>m timt* to time by the Hononrabh* 
Kast India C%)nipan\- at a ceitain <juit-rent pa\abh' <\uai*terly as 
api>ears by the IN>ttalw and Keeeipts f*n the Rents in \ i possession, 
and were never 'Tenant s or Ueiots to any other pin son for the sivme 
except the Honourable i ’oinpany ; andTstJinding in that relation to the 
Honourable < oinpany, your Petitioners have been in<*ouraged to im- 
pr<^ve and build ui>on the lands which have been granted to them as* 
abu'esjvid, confiding in the seciiritv they enjoy under this (Government 
and tht‘ little danger they had to apprehend of their lands being 
assigned over to any <>ther person. ,^nd you r .Pot i tioners being so pi o- 
|jrietoi's of their lands iind houses have betui allowed the liberty of 
<lispo.-^ing <*f them with the appiobntion *»f the < 'omj>any and of exer- 
cising e\i‘ry other right of propi-rty over them which tliey might 
think fit. Not withstamling whii'h, your Pet i t ionei-s. to t heir inexpres- 
sible concern, have lately l>t‘en given to understand that the above 
Histricts will be shortl>^made over by an oi^er of the Huz^^.oor to 
Rii.jah Nobkissen as his Talook, which will tend greatly to prejudice 
them in the ceiUiinty of their possession, and witf probably heap upon 
them a load ^»f oppressions, grievances, and extortions ; and the more 
so as the said Rajah Nobkissen will thereby become a judge in his 
own Oistricts, and they must b« under the necessity of applying to 
his Court for justice. 

And your l^etitioners liumbly apprehend that, as they have 
received Rottahs from the East India (’ompany to hold of them under 
a certain rent, it would l>e unjust to assign over the said lands to any 
other person and thereby subject them to such innovations and oppres- 
sions which that fkerson may think proper to introduce ; and likewise 
that as the absolute property the said lands has been granted to 




^Petition- 
Ltrary 

-ur. 
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Bristow regarding tne di and 

tos \ teterf erenco with the usual ^ Mhito 

^hioh wwe on her by the chsthfd^^ hei 

l^e al^o laid the Board the reply of 9^. Bidatdw to 

#^uteBftn£>^<^nertif John Claveritig thought 
j^titlemen properly <juallfied must ^>e appointetl 
to enquire the inu tier and report thereon. \N a i ron 

Hastings oo^idored the i^ply of Mr,. Brwtow to be conclusive 
and Woid the matter might be safeiy^di^posed of against the 
Bow Begum. Sir Philip Francis strcmgly objected to this 
mode of procedure, insisted on an enquiry by two gentlemen, 

“ and one of thom/^ he said, **inust be Ib^ja^ N^obkissen ; he 
is well versed in Persian and is well acqt^ihted with the 
customs of the country and he may be very safely relifed on 
by the Oovernment. ’’ Mr. Barw^.li I agf4^ to 

this arrangement. Ra ja Ifobfcissen is a proper nativ e who iuay 
be entrusted with this transaction/* Mr. Monson questioning 
Nuhki>s<‘ir> <jnaliii<‘at ion on the ground of his being a Hindoo, 
Mr. Barwell iin-vN<‘ieil: - He i- profoundly learne<l in lN‘r>ian 
and ino-t of the eu-toin^ of tln-^Malioin<‘daiis are ha>e.d oil 
the Per>ian JSer i i »t u if- ; he-id<*-, Jh't.ja Nohki>-><‘n i> a man of 

vast experi<mee ami hi- ri‘p«*aled im <r<'(m r-e Nsith thi' Nawai> 
of Murshi<lai)a<l had made iiim a «init<‘ < >111 pt t < n1 man for 
the purpose.” Nid>ki-sen \Na- aceoialin^ly appf»int< d a incnn- 
i»er of th»' <\^mmittei‘ rn‘|nir\'. 

A similar <’ommi--i<>n wa- <ntrn-n‘<l to him sluntly 
after die giuint of the -unnmlfor Sootaiiurtv. '1 In re wine 
suspicions;^ of a eonspira<*y, ;iiid Jta ja ^nhkisxm N\a- appoint- 
ed to make an emjuiry and snhiiyt a report. All tlu* ne< c‘s>ary 
facts will appear from the following jiapers : — 

At a Council (Secret I>ErAUTMENT>, J^ebryAxr^ 2 , 177 H. — 
MimUe by Governor- Gen^irctl (W. ilASTiNos) relative to Jjjoq 
Mohan Dutt : inter alia , — 

received iiifonuittioii iu OcUjber last, tUa-t a niau warned Jugg 

Mohun Butt, a near relation of tlie Sircar of JMr. Chevalier, the 
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If'rencli Commandant, use<i daily to frequent tlie bouse of Lall 8evuck 
Ram, the Mahratta Vakil, and to hold very long and secret confer- 
enced with him. Having taken the proper means to ascertain the truth 
of this in/ormation, the Oovernor-Oeneral gave order for his being 
apprehended aLid brought before him ; but these were not executed, 
the man soon after falling sick, till yesterday morning, when he was 
taken coming from the house and before the door of l>alla Sevuck 
Ram. ” Questioned by Gr. O. ; denied intercourse with L. S. Ram. Gr. C., 
confirmed in Vis suspicions, sent Dutt to the New Fort under a 
•guard and caused all the palmers in his house to be seized and sealed 
ill the presence of creditable [ ? credible ] witnesses, and to be 
brought to his house, where they now remain.” 

He now proposes “ that persons properly, qualified may be nomi- 
nated to examine the papers now under his charge, and for that pur- 
pose that each member of the Board will be x>leased to appoint a 
person versed in the Bengal language (in which the papers are mostly 
written) to meet at the Grovernor’s House and jointly inspect them, and 
to take the reports of the evidences of this transaction.” 

Mr. jFVu 7 iCi,i\'t Minute: — “Agrees, but can only suggest Mr. Moore 
as qualified to examine the ijai>ers.” 

Mr. BarirelVs Minute: — “I ai:)prove, and think Raja N ubkissen 
ought to be present at the inspectioii of the Bengal papeis. 

Mr. Whele i' was unable to i., commend any one. 

Then : — “The ( Jovernor-C i eneial having oidered the papeis which 
wei'e seized to the Council House, and JNlooi'e and Rajah ^ obkisseii 
attending, they aie delivered to them, with diiectit)ns to select such as 
have any I'elation to confei'ences or concei'ns with Balia Sevuck Ram, 
the ISlahiatta Vakil, and to delivei back the,otheis immediately to the 
owiiei*, Jug ^lohun Butt. ' 

“ Mr. Mooie i^nd Rajali Nobkisseii, hav ing examined the papeis 
of Jug Mohun Butt in his presence, infoim the Board that they 
contain nothing but accounts and papers lelativ e to his own concerns, 
but no letters receiv'od or copies of letteis wiitteii by him, and, havung 
put sevei'al questions to him on the subject of his frequent visits to 
l^lla Sevuck Ram, the Mahiatta Vakil, they deliv'er them in witli 
his answers as follow ; 

* -K- * 

“ that J ug Mohun Butt be remanded to the Fort, to 

continue in confinement there till further orders.” 



Mamakajah Nubkisskn Baual>uk. 


yu 

Thi.-t was not held to he conclusive, and a further inquiry 
was ordered and held. The ]>roceedin^s are reported as fol- 
lows : - 

At .V Council (Skcukt Okiuvrtmkni^, Moftfiat/y Kei^ruart/ 23, 1778. 

(J/'t.iered tlia-t an abstract of examinations of various i>ersons 
respectin|i^ tlie visits of «1 ^lobun 13utt to tlie ^Mabi'atta Vak-il 

(I^lla Sewuk I?am) be entered, tlie full examinations bein^ “ very 
voluminous. . 

“ <h'd< rotl that the Sei i etary do < all on Mr. Mocu e iiud ItajaSi 
Nobkissen to deliver any further information which they may have 
i*eceived respecting *T uj4^ ^lohun I>utt.” 

The Gtovernor-Oen^ars (VV'^. liastin^s’s) speech on the points lepeats 
that he had caused the Vakil’s |>apers U> be aeixed with a view to the 
discovery of proofs of intriK^i**- says : — 

“ 1 understand from Itajah Nobkissen that there x. not a Mingle 
letter i*f any kind amon>/ the j>apei’s that were seized and of which he 
had the inspection.” 

At a Ck>UNCiL (Skcukt IIkiuvutm k.n t), Monda//y J/arc/> 2, 1778. 

Head the following letter from All*. Alooie: 
lloN ..L. Sir ano Sirs, 

In pursuanc** of your directi*»ns to obtain inf«>i’mation whether 
.Ja^amohun i:>utt has any and what connection with the banian of 
.Nr»>nsieur C’hevalier, th<‘ ( hief of < 'haiidernag^ore, Hajah IS^obkiMen 
undertook to make the necessary einpiirieH, and, having furnished me 
with the lesult thereof, 1 beg leave to cr>miu u nic^ite it to you. 

“.lagamohan llutt has five cousins, who are brothers, rtz. Hamuaut 
|>utt. Ham Alohaii lJutt, V ilmoney 1 )u tt , Monoo Outt, and Hoy Churun 
Dutt, of whom Hamnantl>utt and Ham Alohan Dutt are in the sei vice 
of Alonsievir Chevaliei as pycars, and support an ii^^rcourso with Jaga- 
inohun l>utt between < handei nagore and Calcutta. 

Itajah Nobkissen having pei-sonally einjuired of Atter Ally Cawn' 
whether Jagamohun Ilutt had ap^y ied Ut him to be introduced t«» 
L»alto Sabuckrani, he informed him that he had ; that, on asking his 
reason for wishing the introduction, .Jagamohun told him that he 
had occasion to send some letters into the Mahratta country, and 

' Said by Jugg Mohan L)utt, in his answers to be ** a Doctor in Cal- 
cutta,” to whom he applies! for an introdaction to T>alloo Sabuckrani 
(^I.,alla Sevuck Ram) 
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tlierefore was desirous of becoming acquainted with ballo Sabuckram ; 
but that A.tter -A-lly Cawn, at the mention of the Mahrattas, being 
sonie'^hat apprehensive of the consequences, declined the introduction. 

“ Th is is the substance of Itajah Nobkissen’s information to me 
this morning, ^le is still pi'^osecuting his enquiries ; and the result 
thereof shall be regularly communicated to you as I receive it. 

Fort Wilriam, I am, &c., 

25^A FehniLtry 1778. (Sd.^ F. Moore. 

“The Secretaiy acquaints the lloaid that he called on Ilajah 
jS^obkissen tind leceived from him almost a repetition of the above 

infoi'ination, wliich he lays before the Hoard as follows : 

“ Itajah Nobkissen, attending the Secretary, acquainted him that 
during the time of J ug Mohun JJutt’s examination before him he 
declared that he had desii ed to be introduced to T*all Sewuck Ham by 
Atter Ally Cawn. Nobkissen has since been informed by Atter Ally 
Cawn that Jug Mohun Outt did earnestly request to be introduced 
by him to the Mahratta \ akil on account of some business of im- 
portance which he said he had with him, and when he was asked as to 
the natuie of his business, lie replied that he wanted to send a letter 
into the 13eccan, but Atter Ally Cawn was deterred by this declaration 
fiom introducing him and denied his request. 

“ Nobkissen further acquaints the Secretaiy that hSam llutt, 
Mannick Jlutt, and liujoo Ivis.sen JJutt, all deceased, weie three 
brothers ; that the former left live sons, who all reside at Chander- 
nagore ; that the prisoner, Jug Mohun Hutt, who is the only son of 
the second brothei*, resides at Calcutta ; that the third brother had 
one son, named Anund 3 )utt, who iy also a resident of Calcutta. 
l^ol>kissen, having sent a peison to </han danagoie to mak<^ piivate 
enquiries into the f >ecu [>at i* »ns of tlu’se st'veial prisons iind to luing 
him any fuitlnu’ \ n tt‘I I igence in his powei' lespecLing their con- 
nexions with each othei', obtained fioin him the following infoiniit- 
lion : That Vvamnath Hutt anil Ivammohun Hutt, two of the live* 
sons by the eldest biothei*, ai*e pyears in the employment of 
Mr. Chevalier, and indebted to him ; that they frei^uently came back- 
wards and forwards to Calcutta, and take up their I'csidence at Jug 
Mohun Hutt’s house. He expects further intelligence on this 
subject and will communicate it without delay. 

The OovERxoR-GrENERAL 1 — 1 think it necessary to add to the 
above leport thcit Xtajah Nobkissen, when he w^as befoie the Hoaid, 
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observed tliat, although it appeared from the i^apers of Jug Mohun 
r>utt that he had commercial dealingn to the amount of (T t^unk) 
thirteen lakhs of rupees, not a single letter either in business or of 
any other kind appeared among the papers whu h wi re si i/ed, »hu 
his cullundaun or standish, in which it is Customary to ^eep papers of 
a secret or import4i.nt nature, fr.uu which « ii c.nnstancc, which he 
mentioned as very e vt i aordinarv , he di ow t he com lusion that .lug 
Mohun Diitt must have given early orders foi t hei i bci ng secreted for 
fear of a discovery. I do not knoxv whether the member^ of the Hoard^ 
may recollect this i><irt of Nobkissen's information, but I think it 
necessary to r(‘C<.rd it, and to de. larc that I consider it as a confirma- 


tion of my svispicions 

Tliou^^li ( ; o \ orn<>r-< ioncial m»t jiliuinlon bis sii<- 

pic-ion-, notl.injr fn.tl..-, xv;.~ ol' >1.- .•..n-l-irac-V, nolhino 

untowar.l hai.p.-n.-.l. Co-iMv if ;>>.% ,ni~c l.i. t .r.-win-, 

it ,va- on. I '.v th- c -rv in.,ni.-,v tln.t nv;i~ 




(MIAPTEU VI. 

N TNCOM \1?. 

An iinportnnt worth oon-itlorin;^ at tlii'^ >ta;j;o ot‘ 

Nnbki'^'=aMi'< lih' tho iiatnro of hi^ reflations to Mahara.^a 

Nnneomar an-i th- part h.‘ took in tin* .-a... tl.afwiU ho for 
ovor a-i^ociat<Ml not only witl» tin- moinory of many .h^tin- 
..-ui-ho.l in.livi.lnaU. hni with many anory ,li-pnto-< ami ro- 
orimination- oonoornin;i tin- into^^rity of .ln,loo- ami ( 'onncil- 
lor. in tho oarlv *lav~ of British a.hnini^t rat.on m this 
oonntrv. thi^ work profo--.-. to l.o not tho In^tory of a 

porio.l^ hut onK- tl.o hi..oraphy of an imhvul, . , it only 
nooo-arv to ~a v a^ mu. h of Nunooi,i;.r ami hi. < a.o a^ hrmos 
him into rolation. with Nahki... ,,. At tl.o .a, no timo. Nun- 
<-omu- playo.l .m h a ..on.pi.uTon^ part m tho oarly ht.tory ot 
Hritish rul<f, and hi- <‘are'or and <diara<-teM' have* , to 

<o manv FmolUh writo,-.. rofhu-tion^ on tl.o . hara.-tor ol tho 
Bonoal.'o in o.-noral ami tin* Bryhmin in pa rt m.ila r. that it 
will not l>o alloo.uh.M- out of pla<-o to tako a .oinowhat wi. or 
viow <.C hi. lif<“ than that pr<‘.onto.l hy it. |.omt-< ot contact 
with tho life of Xuhki..on. ri.oro i. another .'oason for 
atf-mptino; a littl.- .tmlv of Xnm-o.nar. Ili.tory as written 
hv cninont Fnoli.lulion in tim<‘s aft.-r olahorato rc- 

soai-ch, a. written. f.,r in.tam-o, hy Sir .lame. Stephen, ( 'olonol 

Malle.on. ami ^fr. Forre.t, has, in th.. fves of imi.artial 
rea.ler. a. anv rate, .lolivere.l it. iinal vo,-.li<-ton N.incomar 
.ami hi.! trial for forecry. The^i n. pre.sion left oil the mm<l 
of the la.t eonoration hy the flamine perioil. of Burke, tho 
pon.leron. irree.of Mill, ami the hrilliant portrait, of Macau- 
lay, cannot hut .ulfer to-<lay a larec <leerc<. of <‘fEa<;ement. 
But there are tho.<‘ who will not see, who love to hug an 
illusion that i- h<*autiful, ami who with litth? ceremony 
or scarcely an apology .li.mi.-^ facts fcl.at are repellent to the 
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tn^to. Sonio I'r^eont writer-, bnvc^ nia(l<^ a lioro o£ 

iSTunconiar. The\' ]ia\'<‘ r<^| >r<^-<‘iite< I liini a^ the victim of 

a coii>i] >i rat • y Ital l)\' WarrtMi I la 'i tin wlio (mi])Iove(l Impey 
a^ liis i n •- 1 ri i niri * n t ior a jn^icial innril<M*. ^^uncomar was, in 
thtMr pn l;_»;m < ‘n t . a mnrtyr to hi-- pa t r i<it i^m . llo wa-^ not only 
a <ocial hvidta* t>(‘ t}i<‘ Bialimin-. hnt tlio ]>olitioal l(‘a(hM* of 
tlit‘ Ilindu eominnnir\' in I>(atyal. i I' not of tin** nati\'e‘ 

po])idation y <“^ 1 ) e j*a 1 1 \'. Io>iind him Ilimlii intoi-o-^t-. and forct's 
w<na‘ to rali\% or at a n \' ra l o tlio d<‘<*a\'in^ -tr(aiy:th of JNlaho- 
in<‘dan rnler^ wa-- to i*<‘\i\<‘^ : an<l Iw* \va -> to '-tan(l forth a'^ the 
< l< d i v< * i*< ‘ r ol hi-, nati\<‘ iaml I i‘om a 1 < > la d volv<‘ an(l thc' 

fonnd<‘i' of a nnit^aj nation ami -lal<a Xnl>Ici^-on, on tht' 

ot]i<‘r liantl. iii tin* liyhl \<Mi<di'-al<‘(l tt) wrif<^r<, 

a >n(‘ak and a (*o\\'ard, a tritntma* and ti*aitor who Ix^travtal 
native' int<‘r<‘-r-. ami d<di\<*/<‘ 1 hi- <*oinirr\'. -o I'a r a-, it lav 
in hi- lirt!<‘ pow<'r, info tin* haml- oi' tlu' I^hi;_^li-lK lit' iih<'tt(Ml 
ILa-tino- in hi- atl<‘mpl \<> r<-mo\o hi- ehit'f aceti-t*r and 
itm‘<— <)l yuilt, ^\nn<a>niar. I>\' yiNiitii; lal— <*\'i<l<'nct‘ lit' 

ahett<‘d Tmjx'y in hi- jmlioial itiinah'r. 

-.VII thi- \ lew <>l N nm*<).nar i- <'x<*<‘I I<‘n t roitianct' ; it is 
not h i - 1 ot' \' . 1 1 n ‘ \\ id 1 < ‘ r- ha \ < ‘ \ < - r \‘ 1 a r^< ‘ I \" d ra wai on t h t'i r 
i ma;^i na f ion . ddi<‘\' ha\<* at oma* i o;m)ia*d ami cia'at(‘d hi<toi'\'. 

^iin<a)niar at lii< Ix'-l ^^'a- a -hrt'wal., worhllv man of 
hii-iim*-.--, th(‘ iiK'ditx're <diaiaet<*r <>1 wlio-t' ahiliti<‘- ami th<‘ 
ntod<‘-ty ol' \\ho-<* -otdal ])o-ition aia* p”o\ «‘d hv tin' faet that 
In' ilid not mal^(‘ a prominent app<'arama‘ or txa upy a di-itin- 
^'iiisln*d po-ition in pnl)Ii<* lif<‘ IxdOia* In* wa- pa.-t liftv. "^IVdct'ii 
all round In' wa- an and)itiou-^, ^^t'ln'in i intrioiiino \illain, 

al)solul-('ly -('Ifi-h, thoronohlx- .n pri in*i ph'd, dead tt^ ii st'nsc of 
^rat i t in !<', prom* to al>ii — (* <>l pow<*r., faithh's-^ as a friend, 
implacahh' a^ an ('in tny. Almo-t tin* whoh* t^f his ])ublie life 
is a ti-i-iu' of c'rime-;, -t'xtortion, con-^piraey, ^ivinn hrihes, 
taking* hrihe^, making' fal-t* <'omplaint<, ^’»*ttin^' false coses, 
perjury, -uhornation of jx'rjury, for^otny, the uttering of 
forced document^, and the likt* Ili< ]>nl)lic life had nothing 
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of public -pii-it in it. lli< ninbition \va~ \vh.>Uv p.T-onal. 
The .<olitarv in^tan.-c of laithfntn.— - in hi- ^^holc life xx a,- hi- 
attachment to Mir .latlir, hni ex en in the -erx iee ot that 
potentate he -.-em- to haxe ha.l tty thotteln e.kee,.t that ol 
<rtrrantli'-'<'nR"R T • ll<‘ aitp**.!*" to \ 

.liplomaey or a.hn in i-t rat ion. atnl if he ha,t anv inih.enee 
over Mir .laihr. if h.- -h.ape.l hi- poliev an-l eui.le.l In- .•onn-.-l-- 
the he-t in-h-x to hi- h..ne-tv. xxi-,lon. atnl fo.l-ieln xxonU 


\)0 tho not- ol' Mir Jallir liiin-oU , t 
pro-ontlv 1>«‘ in;ulo, :m«l vnIuoIk 


liK’li a Itriol r < * i o r< ‘ I H ‘ w ill 
It iiia\' !»•' 111 lli<* 

meanxvhile. exhibit, very little of . ithe, fairne--. 

Tn <-haraeter .a n. 1 .a -( 'i ra t ion - Nnl.ki--ei. w.i- the xery tin- 
ot‘ XuTK'onRtr. 

Th.> te-timonx of the b.-n xx, iter- in leo.oal to tbe 
<hiira<-t.'r of Xtn.eoin n i- ..naon-ott-. M aea nla x . xvbo xvtll 
„ot be ,n-peete,| of anx p.-imliee in faxonr ol lla-ti.,e. or 
Impey or of anx laekol -x'mi.nbx xx n 1. Nnn.oniar.n In-' 

(li-tro--* -])oak- <»!’ kint In tin- lollowin^L tt-rin-- : 

o,)f hi- .....ral elrna.a.a .Inl.al, f .nxe i.,., t . , , ho-e 

who are aeauaunea xxnl. lx - „ .n.,..'.n.- ... oar 

uLa What the i- to .be Ko^a.a n.-aa .- 

tothe Italia.., xvhn the .•,e.,^,a.. lloela-, -a.h xx a- Naa- 

t-oiaai' to tttlna » • n ;i;a 1 f.--- 

'I’llen ft.lloxx- hi- xxell-K..oXX ., ae-e. .ptio.. ,.f l*,e.,oalee- 

Sir .lante- St.-pbe., .»a.-i.le.- tbi- e-i,...a.e n, 1 ,e e ^a o o.-rat .0 

1 ♦* .t * fin. I- an ox nla nation *>1 Nnnooinar " 

in it- ooinloinnat toll . l\* inni an > 

ohara<-tor in tin- <i lau ni -1 ain-o^ nl lln- Wnn- ainl tl.o piano 

in xvbieb be lixea. Hi- ..xx.. opi..io.. ...ax be take.. a- 
mtirke.l bv that '• d i -e .i in i nti t ni e oo.mI -e.i-e ike ab-en< e <» 

which be' rejrret- in Maea n k. x . le-er i pt i. ,n . a . n I tb.-.l op, .non 
oxpro--o<l a- tollow-. : 

“Of all the ,>.-avi, - of the K.apo. .oa.e wa- -o aeKratle.l aa 

Bengal, and till he xx-a- ..early -xty ,x ear- old Nu.eo.aar - 

the worat and mo-t dettraded p-'t ef that .o.happx 1 rovn.-e. A p.iHh- 
ke active, pronnnent, -..cce-f.tl ...a, < ne..mHta„ca.H eonld 

hardly be other than X..ncof.,ar ■•etaally-xva-, fal-e all t.ionh'h 
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dead to every sentiment except pride, hatred and revenge. Tt is, 
however, clue to N^uncoinar to say that even a bitter enemy gives him 
credit for one good quality. “ He was,” says the author of the Siyyar 
ul Mutaqherin^ “ a man of a wicked disposition and a haughty temper, 
envious to a high degree, ai»d on bad terms with the greater part of 
mankind, although he had conferred favours on two or three men and 
was firm in his attachments.” 

Colonel Malleson, apparently thrown beside himselt' by 
tlpe shockino'^ record of Nuncoinar’s intrigues, goes on to 
^^j^eneralise about liis race : 

“ It [ Murshidabad ] still remained, however, a hotbed of in- 
trigue ; and it is by intrigue that the Brahman of high caste, who finds 
his abilities too little appreciated by the ruling power, always works. 
Xhere is no greater adept in the world in the capacity to undeimine, 
to insinuate that which he dare not openly charge ; in the disseminat- 
ing of slanderous whispers ; in convincing those with whom he may 
converse that the false thing is*the true thing.” ' 

Tn a foot-note the writer adds : In stating this I write 

from my own experience of the class.” Then again : 

“After the first moment of astonishment, the more astute amongst 
them, especially the Bengali Brahmans, recognized that whilst the 
new rules had abolished, for the time, autocratic powers of Mr. 
Hastings, it had widened the road to intrigue, and would afford them 
opportunities, such as they had never dreamt of, for the practice of 
that chicanery in which they excel all other races. The first field on 
which the ablest and most uniirincipled amongst them determined, to 
practise his hereditary vocation ^ Foremost to recog- 

nize the brilliant opening thus offered to his genius was ISTand 

Kumar,”- ^ 

Tn fiico oE snoh a oonsonsns o£ opinion, do TTonf^aloos ad- 
vance their .reputation, do they serve the interests of trutli. 
when thev put forward this in'tainons person, this Pennine 
“ Captnin-Oeneral o£ iniquity” as one of the nohlest speci- 
mens oE their race, as their champion, leader and representa- 
tive. their ideal o£ a -hero? No, such a view is essentially 


' T.ife of Warren Hastings, page 198. 

- Fife of Warren Hagtings, pp. 201, 202. 
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nnlair to Bengalee^ anU to lirahinin-. Nuncomar Nva- not 
only not tho nol)l<-«t of B.-n<ialeo~, hnt not ov*ni a typical or 
average Bengalee. Macaulay <ngge-t< that he was one ot 
the worst specimens of a Bengalee and in<i«'ed as much 
inferior to the aver.age Bengalee as the Italian is to the 'Eng- 
lishman ; an.l in that view he is alwolntely right. No 

Bencralee has e.ptalled him in villainy. The foot-note .piot.d 
frotnt 'olonel Malh-nn's work sl.ows that that Writer did it^t 
know his own mind. Colonel Malleson's experience ol 

Brahinins,- it wotihl t.e intere-ting to know the suhere of hi e 
• t -..I. ......uii e.k eonld never hav.‘ made him indulge 


know his ow n miml. » omnei 

Brahinins,- itw .nd.l t.e intere-ting to know the -nhere of hi e 
in whi. h it was a.siwir. d. .-onld nev.-r hav.- ma.le hin, indt.lge 
in his generalisations ahotit Br.-.hmin eh.ara. t. r if Im ha.l not 

l.efore^llim the -torv of Nmieotnar. But that -te.-v .loes not 
represent th.‘ normal -tat,- ..f thing- in t he ,n nt ry : it 

wholly without a parallel . v.t. in .legrad.d Bengal. About 
Brahmins in ge.ieral something may have to t.e -aid later on. 

Nuncomar Bov wa- a -on of Ba.llal, B.>y (whi.h name 
appears to l..‘ a.l Etlgli-h corruption of the name P.tdtna- 
m.l.ha Bov), who was Atniti of two or three Bergminahs atid 


appoiirr- 


iiihha Uov ), 


who nppointe.l Nttncomar a- a kin. I of Nail, ttmler him. After- 
war.ls, iti tin- r.-ign ..f tin- Nahoh Ali V- rdi Khan, . alle.l al-.. 
Mehahut -Fnng. Nnn< <.mar wa- a]. point. .1 .\min ..1 tin- Bergnn- 
nahs lli.lgel.'V an.l Mti-ha.lal. wh. r.- h.' . ..mmitt.-.l oppr.- — 

-ion ..n z.-min.lars an.l rvot- an.l wa-gniltv ..f mn. li malver- 
sation in his otli.-.-. Vl... vi. tims ..f his ..ppr.-si.m lai.l th.-ir 

. omplaints before tin- B..y B..yan ( b.-v •• B..v . win. immediate- 
ly .lisplace.l Nnn.'oniar, ami aft.-r hi- a flint- vver.- prop.-rlv 

siat<*.l, conlin.*.! him in <*hains l.»i' lh.‘ t>av nn nt ol^ hi 
mill '-mil I him <l:nly to < ntflmi i > , \n)hi * 1m 

wa s con -taut I y Hogge. 1 an. I b.*at<‘n. t la-f hi- l.itlni p.ii.l tip 

for him the balam-.- .Itte to t b.v .‘inm.-nt. .Ntmeotnar wa- 

released, but hi- father in-v .-r afterwaial- -aw hi- face or for- 
gave him. •• As soon as tin- -eel- of internal enmity sprang 
up between the Nal.ob Mehabut -lung ttn.l hi- (Jeneral 
Mustapha Khan, an.l Nuncontar beg«n to -nsiiect it fa- B •- 


Iv (li'-placMMl XuiM iiinar, aiMl 
r*onfin<Ml liim in t-liain 
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his natui'O to n.pply liimsolt* dili^ontly to a party, when any 
distii^'bance arisc's i)etw<*(ai ^reat iikmi), Ik* immediately waited 
iij)on Mustapha T\han.” Miistaj)lia Klian took into his hands 
th€^ Mal^nzani*y ot s(*v<*r^l ZemiiKla rs, tor some ot whose 
lands Niiiicomar became security. W'lien a heavy balance 
was incurrc‘d on tlK)s<‘ lamb, and N^nncomar’s practices came 
to bi*ttt*r understood, jVFnstaplia Klian (l(*termined to seize 
l^ii7i and s<m(T liiin prisomn* to tin* Roy Royan. He ^ot intelli- 
^ouco of tin's and (‘scap<*d s(*cr(*tly to ( ^ilciitta. ^Vhen the 
qnariad l)(*tw(*(*n tin* Nabob and his Gtmeral openl^Hjroke out, 
and Mustapha was slain, and th<* lioy Rovan ( lievn Roy was 
also (h*ad, Nuncomar mad<‘ hi'^ app(‘aranc(* ao-ju'n at jMoorsheda- 
bad, and })y tin* reco»inn(‘ndation of tlu^ Mutsaddis obtained 
the collection of tlu* P(*r^unnah of 8ut^e(*tra. 

Th(‘s(* facts ar(* obtaim*^d fi*om a lett(‘r of Mr. RarwelTs 
to his >ist(M’, di'icovtaaa I and publi>]K'd foi’ tin* first time by 
Sir damc'^ 8t(‘]>lK‘n in ]ii-> work on tiie Triid of Nuncomar. 
The l(‘tt(*r i< a cond<‘ti'-(Ml l)iot»;ra j>liy of Nuncomar. All its 
details it i-^ ncMthca* m‘c*C'v«.a ry nor d(*<irabl(* to r«*produce. 
Much of it is home out by otlaM' <*^'i(lenc<‘. Only thc^ more 
important point'> ol tie* narrativ<* can la* here noticed. Nun- 
comar was -so<^>ii r<‘called fi’oni his ]) 0 '-:t and he liv^al for some 
time the life* ol an un ■'(*rn pulons ad v(*!itur(*r. He* caniei to 
Hoo^hly ; wa^^ i*e)nfimMl <*lo-<e*ly fe>]'five‘ <lavsh\" jMeer Hootu- 
bidlu, an inhabitant of the* place*, for hb eleht of lb. 2,000 ; 
then he ahscoiie le*e 1 to iMe>or>lK*da hael. He* was e>n one^ occasion 
scvc‘r(‘ly hastinaeloe'd with a bamboo hv Nabob 8iraJ-ud— How- 
lah, aj^parently for some imp<*rtinent remark. The Nabob 
sent him also to Hidayet Ali Khan at Hooelv, whoso treat- 
ment of Nuncomar com])(*ll(*el him to a^ain to Murshielabad, 
where he was reduced to the* utmost ])Overty. After many vi- 
cissitudes, through the patronaer^" of ouo Munshi Saduk Ulla, 
he was appointee! Dewan of Hoe^^^hly, uneler Mahomed Var 
Re^ Khan, Pouplar of R[oo^hly. This Foujdar was dismissed 
from his post eluring the* life-tiihe of Ali Verdi Khan, and on 
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the death o£ that Nahoh, Sii aj-u<l-no\\ lah a\>i>oinJ^'<l -ucces- 
fively two Mahoniedan^ to th<‘ t>tKe<-. L' ll iinat ely Nuneoiuar 
to liilvo liiiii'^1‘11 :i j )| >oi 1 1 1 1 l''oiiJ<liii ^ »_N ll i i 11 tln' 

I of tlio ;^oooii<.l ^Ta lii>iiit*t la 11 iiicaiiii I )t*iit . ^ 

Whon CViloiii'l wa- I ( 'haiulorna;4ori\ I >i'- 

wan Nuiiconiar Hoy >oiit him lompHimaitary nuw-a^i‘> hy 
oni^ Ki-xMi l\am How, ami -o<»ii ‘'tin' ( \>l<»ml ci>m‘< i \ <« I a 
|>ro<li^»ioii- f‘ri<‘ii<l-hip for tht' Dt^xNaii/' whit h iimiu* to l>«‘ 
m*rally hiiow ii. 1 h‘1i i \>lom‘l t li\ <* \n a^^ t<> t(» 1 atna^ 

Maliaraja Dooliih Ham a 1 4»oiii1 «‘*l Nim<H>mar a*- hi- Vako<'l io 
accompany the ( oloiicU expec t iii;j. thu- to i m pro\ e h i*^ own 
relation- with tlu‘ r'oloml. ‘^Niiiu-omai ha»l -o in;^rat ial«*(i 
liini-elf into fa\oiir that it \\a- n-ual for the peoole to !'tylc 
him the black ( olonel. ' Throu-h the inflmaua . . i live ho 
wa- ap[)ointea DtAvan to Mahoimil^A imar H<*;z Khan who was 
made Foujilar of l\iu^^h\\ . 1 I id - eh ‘ n , A:i-. M i r d a fhr imabh* to 
pay <lirc*ctly to tin- Kn^H-h*tlH‘ -um- h<‘ liad aort^al to pay 
after the battle of Fla— ey. had -iNen tln in a — i-nment- on the* 
r<‘V<‘nuc,^ of the <li-triei ^ of Huialwan, Na<li\a and lloo;4hly. 
Niinconiar NNa- on th<‘ r<‘<omm<aidat ion of appointed in 

175 ^ th<‘ir aeent for tin* <*ol h‘<'t ion . 

No lono tiim- ha- to pa-- In-fore Xmieomar'- elo\tni loot 
i- out a;j;ain. 1 1 «• <-ont i i \ ed to brin;j, a bout an »-nmity bc-t ween 
Maharaja JJooliib Ham and Nabcdi Mir dathr, which almo.si 
cairn- to ojM-n war. ^d'he IMaharaja had r< • mon r-t rat f*d with 
Xiinc-omar for the* rapaeitN In* had exhil‘it< d a- < olh-c tor. Hy 
hi- intrieii<'> he- -iiece<*d<*< I not c>nly in -<‘c#rino tin* reinoxal 
of tlic* TVIaharaja, but in c au-in;^ a wiih* brc-ac-h bc-twa-c-n him 
and tin* Nabob. At thi-^ tinn* ^J^unc-oin.a r al.-o dc-nfandc-d from 
his old friend, patron and master, Maliomed Yar 
Khan, the sum of Us. 14 ,HOH undc*r prete nce of expenses 
formerly incurred, ami by threate-nin^ him with an e*xamina- 
tion of all his accounts. ^‘Mahomed Yar 13 e^j;. lookin|^ upon 
Nuncomar’s principles like to those of the* addc,*r which will 
inevitably stin;^ the bosom thj^t cherj.^he.^ it, paid his unjust 
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clemaud.” To his pres>ent master. Ameer Heg ILhau, he gave 
such pernicious advice that he raised a suspicion o£ him in 
the mind ot' the Nabob Mir Jaftir, so that Ameer, finding his 
situation des^3erate, begged leave to resign his post, and got 
on board a vessel. 

Discovery ot‘ a certain unlairness on the part oh' Nun- 
comar in a particular matter created a breach between him 
and Mahari*ja Dooliah Itam, but Nuncomar had played his 
cards very well iiml he could <lispense with all other hriend> 
and patrons when he secured the conhdence and patronage 
of Mir Jafhr and a monopoly of influence over him. 
He could not long retain Clive's confidence^ and when 
Clive was leaving the country, Vaiisittart, warned by him, 
kept up the a])pearanc<.‘ oh friendship and countenance to 
Nuncomar, but intrusted l^ini with no l>art oh his confidence. 
Nuncomar would not be himself if he did not plan a 
revenge. He studied every ' possible method to raise a 
war and to endanger the Company, to which purpose a 
lett<u* oh his was detected after the victory oh Jlurdwan 
and the death oh Indar Jat Derklu^e.” Mr. Vaiisittart put 
a guard of tSejioys upon him and produced before the Council 
many treasonabh^ letters and copies taken from Nuncomar’s 
house. Dissensions in Council, brought about by Nuncomar 
himself, led to his release after forty days. The scurrility oh 
two letters that he wrote to Colonel Cfive and the Compan\ 
shortly after his release led Mr. A'^ansittart to coiitine him to 
his house for a ilf^ambm* oh days. The iliscovei*\' of certain 
letters fabricated by Nuncomar, of whicli more will be })re- 
sently said‘ led to his being pn}>risoned a second time under 
a Sepoy guard. He was released after a year, on the appli- 
cation of Mir Jaffir. He attended Mir Jaftir in the war 
against Meer Cossini. AVhen the victory was decisively 
obtained over Meer Oossini, Nuncomar, unknown to Mir Jaftir, 
solicited and obtained from the Emperor IShah Alum the tith' 
of Maharaja, which wj^ a£te%wardb confirmed by Mir Jaffir. 



Ill 
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The next iiici<.leiit in Is iineoiniir > lite had better he S'ta toil 
alto-ether hi Mr. Ihir weir> osn n Nsord^: After tlii*. ^vhen 

Meet* Muhonied Cor-r-iin Ivhan tied, i»iid the Nal>oh tsliuja- 
ud-ilo\vlu had levied an army . Maha rajah N uncoina r wrote 
a letter to Kulwant Sin^h, upon di^eoveiy ol which trt‘a>on- 
ahle corre^^pondence. C^eneral i hirnae w a^ determined to 
-idze Nuncomar, ami >end him uiiiler a ^uaial to i'alcmtta. 
But at last hy the earm“-t t‘mii‘a\our ol Maiiarajah Nol^ 
kissen, who at that time wa- Banian to xMajor Adams, liT 
e-eap«^‘d. .V full acH-ouiit of this i- to 1 >e lound in the 
Records of the ( ouncil, where esery partieular of the w hoh‘ 
atVair may he- learnt." 

Nimcoimir < <>Mtiii.u-<l ••> :> '<>111. ••• ol .li-l in Ikiiioo^-. iukI. 

at tor Najim-u.l-Dosvla ha. I ....-.•.•.•.U-.l Mi. .lath i.a.l to 1 .0 

-out iiii.ler a ^t.ai-.l (. faUutta. ^l>or.l <iiN.‘ on hi«. r.‘tnrii 
Iron. ICn.-oi-.- to Calcutta " a i-j .ohitcl u/./,alV.-r >hc 

princil.al inini>tct, a.nl a ( .l.oiwl .-.I Maharaja Doohah Ham anil 
•Jno^ut S.-at I.. a:-- i~t hi... it. tin- ( Jov <•..... ..-nl , ami ha. I .Ictcr- 

iniu.‘.l in hi~ .»\\ .1 mi.t.l, i.>r ih.- iramutilHly .>1 tin- kin^.tom, 
to hatii-h Nu...-....tar ir.l.. Chitjaooi.o, ami all N ...icoinarV 

iamilv ih... in ih.- ..tmo-t ( ri 1... la I i.t.i iiih.ii that ac.-onnl.” 

I'hi- It.it.' al~.> Nttn.-.unai \\a~--a\.'.l h,\ N 1 1 1 >k “ Mahaiaja 

Nohkir-h.ui ..'I.. III. -I ll'al a- Maha.aja N m..o..tar a 

Biahinitt, it N't.- n.«t . iu>.» 'o i.....i'l. Iiin. ».>.> \ .-ly, ih.-rc- 
lore hi- -.>nt.-.ic.- ..1 t.Rni-h...c.it 1 .. Cli it t a ”.... h-H ...i.-xc- 

<‘Ut ed 


liratitude wit- f<jrei-ii l=> «!»<• naiuie^>i N u uet>mur, n m 1 

he w'li- ii<*\ei* h\ aiiv i-han<*e h«*tra\<*d inlt> that w oa K 1 1 e*--. . J I i - 
naturt* i'ullv manil'e-fed il-<If in lii- relalion- w il li*N u I >lviss«‘ii . 
Ill rememhranee, it would ^eom. of Uindly -er\ re<a-iitl\ 

iendere«L he -ot up a faBe hut -ei ious t t>jii]>laiiit a; 4 ainsl 
Nuhkisstm. lie suhorned a woman, hy name Neehoo, for 
a presiutt of 2,(M)0 ru[a*e-, to ae< Use Mahaiaja Nohkishen of 
having forcibly committ<*d a rape up<jn lier. i li i s <a>m plaint 

wus fully inquire<l into, and^the n^sult has been ;>^iven in a 
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previous chapter. Upon the same affair, fourteen blank 
covers o£ letters sealed w'ith many English gentlemen’s and 
fil^oestanee names ^were found in the Maharajah Nun- 
xsom»T^» hoo««, and delivered into Council, as may be fully 
proved by reference to tfie Records of Council. The real 
reason that weighed with Nubkissen for interceding on 
behalf of Nuncomar had evidently been put in an official 
guise when addressed to officials, as will appear from the 
following record * of proceedings : 

At a Selsct Committee HEi:.p the 19M 1766 at Tort William. 

JPreseTit : 


The Rioht Honourable X»obi> Clive, President. 

Mr. William Briohtwell Sumner. 

„ John Carnac. 

,, Harry Verelst. 

„ Franci^^ Sykes. 

Whereas Nun Coomar had tried to destroy Mussalman adminis- 
tration and to rise on its ruin ; and whereas the Company's servants 
had repeatedly detected him in the most criminal intrigues and where- 
as Nun Coomar, while professing the strongest attachment to the 
Bncclish, had been engaged in several conspiracies against them ; and 
whOTea* he had been found to be the medium of correspondence be- 
tween the Court of Delhi and the french authorities in the Carnatic, 
WO, the members of the Council in our previons meeting, formed a 
resolution for his banishment to Chittagong. But our well-known 
friMkd, Nabokisaen Moonshee, has lately given us a very sound advice. 
He says that as an intriguing man. Nun Coomar sliould not be sent 

to Chittagong, at a Oonsiderahle di.stance from Calcutta ; on the con- 
trary ho .should Ijc detained at Calcutta under strict surveillance. 
It is therefore ordained that Nun Coomar be detained at Calcutta 
under strict surveillance as a State prisoner. 

This does not by any ine.ms show Nubkissen’s enmity to 
Nuncomar. A\ lien a boy is convicted of an offence, and his 
parent pleads that the young fellow would be demoralised by the 
Lmpany of criminals in a yxW and might be dismissed with a 

r,^^a from Kabu OhaUdi Churn Sen’s Bengali work on Maharaja 
i^uncomar, pp. 22 4, 22o. 





Maharajah Ncbribshk Bahahur. IIS ; 

wholesome flogging which he miglit nt^vor Forget^ is it tliiB* 
cult tcT guess the motive of the plea ? Tt is not the inflictjon of ^ 
flogging but the avoidance of jaiK ami tin' spirit that prompta 
the suggestion is one of tenderne>r^anil ^not of 

easy to read the ^me spirit in Nubkissen's >uggestian in the 
present case, ^ The “ surveillai-ioe is a mere exotxi^ . to 
r€M 30 iiiniend the suggest ion*to the ofti«*ial niiml ; the real nK^ VO 
is tlie desire to spaire an exalted Brahmin the* 
deportation. If the i*e<jommendation as put in the 
proc.ee<lings is to be understood literally, it has the fatal fault 
of proving too inuclj. l[>e|>ortalion i- a punishment held to be 
specially suitable to turbulent and aisafl*eote<l ]»ersons» and if 
Nnneomar was not to be sent away to Chittagong because he 
wa- an ^ iiitriguiiig man/' that wouhl be a good ar|pimant for 
retaining in Calcutta under a»r v^ | |an oe ** aU, 
cbaracters at all times. "Was. surveifwince or intpi*isdmtwht 
im^wssihle at i "hittagong f 

Tlu‘ pr<‘<*i--o nature of N uncoiiiar's duties as Collector will 
aj)j)<*ar From the following extract from a letter of the Cpuneil 
to the ( ourt of I )ir<‘< toi s. <late<l the :l 1st Decern hiu' 1756* : 

“ Ak we were of opinion, it wa*= too troublesome^ ta^k for a 
Km’oj>ea.n to collect in the f>ayiiieiitH amount the tuncaws 0iven U» by 
the Nawab, and being willing UkewiKe to the moneys in theaocx>unt 
brought by the I-lajah» immediately to lluj^ley witliout being sent tO, 
Muxabad, we appointed^N undkumai on the 19th AcUguitt Ta»ll<lar Ott. 
behalf of the Company, Me bein^ recommended by the Select C?om- 
mittee as a person greatly attached to the English, and very capable 
of the employ we liad api>ointed him to. flis business is to call upon 
the Rajahs Cor the payments conformable to the Kistybunda 
have signed to, and when any considerable sum is leceivcfl from tixmHi, 
to pay it into the Treasury ; and in order to give him greater weight 
and influence with the Rajahs and Zemindars, we have procured a 
Perwanna from the Kawab empowering him to settle with the Rajahs, 
&c., for the amount of their tuncaws to the Company. We b^pe this 
method will have a good effect, and be a means of co1lect6^|r^fb 
money from those pe;|||p>le witliout trou ble and disputes.** , 

• Tx>ng*s Sel^rftonM from tfnjj^blishedmUtt^OTd*^ 
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j\ll thi*^ coil li< U^nc't* ;m<l rcputution \\ lo-'t in no tiin<‘. 

ISfaboh Tvasr?ini Ali Klian in rh<‘ <* 0111-0 ot a l<*tt<*rb clat<'cl tlie 
24tli l^<4)ruary 1 7 <> K wrings : 

“ I hav<‘ >>t,‘fore wrote your Kxcellenoy concernini^ the contentw 
of the letters 1 had intereepted of Xunkuinar’s, that he had carried 
on a cori’CHpon do nee with oui* enemies j that X had made him pi isonei 
and was examining his pap<‘i‘s. On an examination thereof, T Hnd 
that he coiresponded witli tlie Shahxadali’s people, ( \>ingar Khan and 
^'ee l^hut ; Kiinkumar has also endeavoured to detriment the atlkirs 
of your Sirkar and the ('oinpanv’s* He is therefoie undoubtedly 
culpable, and had it been of sueh a nature as to come undei’ the tenoi 
of our laws, he would not hav<‘ t*scaped unpunished. ’ 

(_)fHc*i;il <* \ i ( h‘n<*<* ol* A 11 n<*oin:i r'- <>p pr<*-si on > at IIoo^IiIn' 
and liis inalvi'i'sation a- d'a-il<lar i- to b(* foiiinl in a Itdti*!*'' 
i’i*oin tin* ( lro^'<‘I•nor to tin* Xabob. <><*tol)<*r 2iHb. 1 Oi.b 

Xiineoinar contri\<‘<l to in<*r<*a-<* liis inHn<*nc*c‘ \<‘r\ laru'<‘ly, 
blit tbou^b b(‘ inanau'cal all tin* aHairs of tin* Ivlial-a in^- 
tbin^' was propcrlv s<*ttlod <*v<‘ n up to tin* end ot 17G.», 
and tbi*^ oolb‘etions wcr<* poor. d'bis app<*ar- I roin a b*tt<*r 
of Kaja Ooolub Kain'-, r<*(*<*i\<‘d <>n tin* l(hh danuar\’ 17t»l.’ 

d^hat I<*tt<*r al-o -<*1- lortli a li-i ol iln* otfic<*- \\hi<*li w (*r»* 
fornn*rlv anin‘x<‘d t<» tin* Ni/.ainnt and \\hi<‘li w <*r<* inov 
s<*pai*at<‘<l from it and ln*l«l b\ Nnin-oniai-. ddn*-<* w <*r<‘ ( 1 ) 

1 luzzoor Xov<*sy (ofH<*<* for takin;^^ copi<*- of Sunninl-, 
Daro^asbip of tin* pri\at(* d’i<‘a-nr\ ami da;^ln*(‘r.- ^fustoty- 
o ur r y (^otlic<* for <*\aminln^ tin* a<*<*ount-t>l (li-mi--<*<l 1 ) fbc< *r- ) ; 
(^2) Accounts of tin* Ib'o\iin*<* of Patna ; ( :> ) A<*c*ounts of 

l^ooriK'a ; ( f) Accounts of tin* (’liuckla of 1 >ha;^idpor<* ; 

(^51 ISIusb rt*f (*<* of tin* I )<* \va nklia na : ( ♦> ) JVI mislii- Ivhana ; 

(^7) A<*e*<mi'its of tin* da^i^ln'crs. 

Thr <*<* months lat<*i'. tin* (wov<‘rnor in a lett<*i** to tin* 
Nabob, dat<*d tin* 1 7 th April 17G4, bitt<*rly complains of tin* 


' I.oiiy;*s ( ," n ptt hi tsh fti ilt'i-i* nJ.'i ^ Art. r>r>S, 

- TjOiig's T" n}>nhli /j*/v*e/v7.s*. Art. 70H« 

^ Long's L^npuhl is/t rd Ilrrortls^ Art. 710. 

' I-eiig's ( ipt4hlis7i\ €l Art^ 780, 
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maladniini-trntion oT tln‘ | >rt>\ iiu-o- aiul atfrihultw it to tlio 
‘MnHuiaic<‘ aiol diroc tit>n " of Nuno<»iuar. on^: 

“■ are strong iiistaneos* of liia aacl iiepjligence, l>vit/ 

what j^ivea ua ^reatei* reason to he ihssjit isfietl ^vith him is, t>mt 

from advices lately received from Maj?>r t ai nac, we have too much 
reason to suspect he has bt-en caiiyinj^ on a sei-ret c* >rrt‘spt>ndence with 
the eiiemv and counti ract iuLC ei y im^asuit* we base been takiuLJC for 
the Hupj>oi t <»f \ o ii r ^ i o\ ei n mei» t 

'rh<- < <nii t ol I )ir< < toi - < ii- opinion of N n»- 

oomni- in tin- rollox-cino l.riu- in :> l.-tt.-i-' .I:il.-<1 tin- 22n<i 

h'ebr iia r \' 1 7 b* 1 : 

“ I*'romtho \oui pi . tb ii^rs wiili i . '-tpt« t t.* Nnndc<niiai, 

thei<* semii^, t<» bt* no <!< ,.i bi ot 1 , i e m h a v. m i r i n - b \ fo> l-ci y a n d fa Ise 
accusations to luiii li ini ( huin . lh.it he h.i'-^ biMUi ;j;uiltN' of cari*\'injjf 

on coiiesi>>mb‘nct* with the < ouniiN bo w ci h u i t t ii 1 « c 1 oiuiMiny k 

inttrcsts, and i n-t . u men t al ni Idtci.s l>cLwecn the SUah^a^da 

and the French < i o verm vr < binra I «*f INbubcheriN , »n short, it appears 
he is of that wicked and turbulent dispo^>ition that no harmony can 
subsist in a society w hei e be has t be oppoi t u n i t y of in tei fering, we 
therefore most readily ooncui with you that Nundcomar is a person 

i.npi^oper to be trusted with his liberty in our settlements, and capa- 
ble of doin^^ mischief if he is permitted to -o out of the provinee 
either to the northward or tow arJs ( he 1 )ccc;Ln, a nd we shall there- 
fore depend upon your keeping watch ovcj all his a«aioiis as 

may be the means of preventing bis distuibiinx tbe epuet of the 
publi • Ol- injuiine i n<i i vi«l uals for the future. ^ ^ ^ 

<iroat !i'*lit i- thrown <ui nno t*hji]>1<‘r ol' N inifoma I'V 
bi-torv hv Mr. Wln i^er in his M omoraniluni of tho Recordn 
in the Korei^ni Department. He oives tlie; I'oUowin^ analy- 
sis <>r th<* Droe<‘e< 1 i n;^^, •' 0 <*r<*t an<l seprii'ifto, liroill tlic* 2Ttll 

Aplil 17bl to the 27th Si-ptembei' I7b2. ^ 

“ 'riie volume of l»ro4 ct dineK on ♦he early forgeries of Nuneomai is a 
cul ioas I'ei'oiil coiineet***! with the ailin i ii istration of Mr. Vansittart, and 
is inn>oriant on twogi-ounds . fiist, as illustrative of the secret intrigu- 
ing, real Ol- imagineih w hich w'as cal l ie<l on betw'eeii the 1 1 iinloo chiefs 
in the service of the Nawab and the militaiy com iiiandei*s in the 
array of Shah Alum ; and Kecomlly, as indicating the origin of tho 


' Long’s Unjmhl lit^cord^^ Art* 
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loii^-noui'ialiocl liJ\ti‘ecl of iiiiclcoiiiar against Wanton fl^istin^s, wliielj 
did not find full ox i >l•o.s^,ioll until many yoai.s aftti wards. It lias 
alroadyMjoon pointed out that the [lolu v hy which the Nawab Ali- 
verdy ivhan had been enabled to icd.iin his ^Ndwabship fiaa* fioni le- 
bellion was that ijr ieser\in- ail imp*. i taut jiosts for Jlindoos alone, t<j 
the exclusion of the ISl ussu 1 mans. II is successoi-, Suiajadowla, did 
not exactly reverse this policy, but he olfended and insulted both 
parties, and was, conse( pien t ly , ousted b\ a union of both parties. 
Aleer Jafhr, and his successoi-, l\K*ei- tV^s.sim, both attcunpted to reci iiit 
their respt*ctive tiavisuiies at tin* exjiense of the -wealthiest indix’iduals 
amongst the Hindoos. It was under such < ircumstances, and whilst 
the Knglish and Meer < Vissim weie still at war with the ‘ King’ Sliah 
tVIuiu, that some e.xt raoi-dinai >' hdtms w<uh‘ il is'-o v(.*red on the' pc^i son 
of a hurkrii'a, whieh sc^emt-d to impl_\' (hat Iv.ija l>o()lub IJam ami 
anothei’ of the Stdts, namtal Iham ('huin, wert' <'air\ing <m a tieason- 
ous correspondence \\itli om- of the militai \- commanders in the camp 

c d l^hah A I uni f i-om the [> r< u •< -etl i ngs of (lovtu’nnuuit in this 

matter it may be gatheied that for a long time Mr. \hinsittart 
and his (’ouneil were divided upon th<; subjtM t until about a year after- 
wartls, when Air. Waiaam Hastings \n as a]»]>ointed Alembtu- of ('ouncii. 
Strangely enough, as it now appears, one of Mi. Hastings' first acts 
after liis airisal in < aU-utta was t<» in\estigate tin* ease; and his en- 
quiries led to tlu‘ discovery that the Nati\t‘ « orr(‘sp, »ndenee was a for- 
gei^V in wliich the* notoi ions Numlc«miai‘ was dcejilv* i m [ilicatetl. 
The object of Nundconiar in f<*rging thc-si. letters was apparentlv 
to ruin those influential pers. mages in the e\ cs of the Knglish, probable 
to get rid of parties wdio appealed to him to he standing in the way 
of Ids advancement, and possibly to alfoid an excuse t., Meer (\)ssim 
for plundering their private proiiertx . How tjiis unprincipled intrigu- 
er sought to revenge himself many \ i-ars aftmwvards by bringTng 
charges of corruption o.gai nst Warren Hastings, and how- in the end hV 
was himself convicted ami executed for a rejagition of the .same crime 
of forgery, are matters of general history. It is c-vident from these 
and other notices of Xumlcomar t\iat he wars a thorough villain. In 
the Secret Proceedings for 1 Ttw (see paragrapli 14) a charge is recorded 
against him of endeavouring to ruin a rival named ATobkissmi by 
inducing a married Brahmin woman to bring a false accusation against 
ATobkissen of having violated hei-.” 

ISTo OIK' will ^usp<*c*t ( Miv<' of any nialicu* towards Xiin- 
conun\ PIo was at on<' (piK' ( I'avoiirito and prott'a,^ It 
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w a ^ i>n ( ’1 i \ r(‘< ■(>! i ui u “n« la t ioi! , a ^ Ini'- a I la ‘a » 1 \ 1 xaai --t a l ta i, t lia f 

li(‘ \\ a a|HK>int<‘«l ( \>ll<a*ttn‘ «>i < i i--i ri<*t Hut Nun<‘oniar 

l»a«l t>iil\ to l»t‘ known to ko hat<aL In 1 7tk"> (’li\o lta<l -<a'n 
onoii;_l^li oi’ lilin to inako liini oha^t;^«* lii" opit^ioit <*o i n pi t ‘ t < *1 \' . 
\\ hon (fonoral l ’aina<* a-kok for Ninuomai- tlio po-t of Nuik 
Sukak, ati-NNoiaMl tkat "altkoULLli N a t n 1 k ii i na i- iua\ not 

pro\ ;_i^nilt\ ol tli<‘ oilino^ lal<l to <*kai*;_^«a Not, k<*li<‘%i* ini‘, 

in\' (kail* (ionorak ko will «lo no kononr oithor to ilio Na\>^ik 
or to tin* < 'oinpanN in an\ !j^r» at oi (uniiuail pt)"!, whioli Ih‘ 
wa" n<‘N<u' tit toil or < 1 < - 1 n < < 1 Itu : an«l I <an i n < ‘ von inl- 
and w <• I'a 1 »k ■ ia‘a''<>n- a;_^ain-t k i - koini^ tin* ]>iin<‘ipal |K*r'-oii 
akont tko Nawak \\k< n I ka\«- tko pkaa'-nro of -«a*iii^ \oU.“ 
(>11 t k o ( i < “a t k < > t ^ I I I » 1 a t k r . .M a k o i n o 1 1 K < • / a *'*C ka ii ka < 1 

ko«*n a j » j K > i n t « •< 1 Nail' Snkuk k\ tk«* < akaitta < 'on noil. < 

on k i ariiva! in ( 'ak-niia till kiin-«‘lf <‘alloil upon tutkor to 
<a>ntirni tkat a p p< > i n l i n o n l oi i<> appoint '-om<‘ko<l\- oNo. Il<* 
ka<i ;j. la \ o < > k j < •< •{ i < >n - t<> NTnuaunar. knt lio ka<) littlo oonli-^ 

< k ‘11 o< ‘ i n I \ < ‘xa K ka n a 1 - < ». I'l > ( k ‘ii o ra 1 < 'a r na < * k o \\ rot o tkat 

tk<‘ fa<t i)f ki- koin:^. '* '• .Mii--nlman, ai-nto. ami (‘lovor, a ro 

roa^oii^ <)1 t I H • I n ‘ I \ if tlnu-o woio no otkor-. a^ain^t trii^tin;^ 
tkat man witk too nimli po\'*T. ami \ ot tko \onn;i. man [ tko 
Xawak Naxiin inu»t ka\<‘ akont kim im*n oapakk* of ( liia *< • t i 1 1 o 
ami ;j.< » \ < * ri » i n kim : lor. k<*-i<k‘-- k i " \onik, k<‘ i " roallv’ Ncn'y 
''imj>k‘. ami alwav- r(*<M‘i\<‘- lii- i i n pro^'^ion ^ I'rom tko-';<' la^t 
ak<>ut kim. It i- ro)*lI\ look i n;_L. to --oo wkat a ^ot of mi^m*- 
akk* ami im*an w la *1 < ‘k o*" Namlkumar Ini'- phnaal akont liim, 
mon tkat tin* otkoi* <Ia\ \va*r<* kor'-'<*-koopor<.*' Jlavin;^ to 

mako a okoi<<* <»f <‘\il- <’li\<‘ <'oii ti rima I lk*>'a J\kan in lii>, 

a)>pointmont a- N a i k Snimk. knt a ‘"-o<*iat<al witk liiiii 
^lakaraja l)oolnk Ivam ami tin* woaltliv' kankor, *Jaoat 

Sott. 

\\"kon in 1772 W'ana n IIa'>tin;j,- wa- apj>ointo(l kv tin* 

< 'onrt of |)ir<*< tor- to pia*~i<k‘ in tln*ir ( 'onm il at l><*noal In* 

fonml tkat Alakomod Wo/.a Kkan a- Xaik Snkak wa*- tin* }n*a<I 
of tin* nativa* a<knini-t fat ion oT Hono^il, ami Shitak aI>o 
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as TSTail) wa^^ tlu' h<_‘a(l oF tli(* nativ<' a(linini>trat ion of 

Tli(‘ l*cjrni<‘r wa" oialinatilv r(‘''iil<‘nt a M in'>lii<lai>a<l, 
tlic* lattcn* at L^atna. N^nii<*oinar Iia<] in in<*aiilim<‘ ina<io 

complaint^ toctlu^ ( 'oiirf />!* I )i a^ain-t iho a<linini<- 

triitioii oL' li(‘za Ivlian. Th<" ta-^k iin|»o-^<‘(I upon \\ ai rcn 

Hastings when 1 h‘ took hi'- ^^^at a^ I ^la'-i (halt ol tli(‘ ('oiineil on 
the 28th ^\pril 1772, wa-^ to intorin ihe* l>oai*(l that in 
c^>ns(‘< pKMiee ot oi‘<l<a’'^ r<*e<a\<Ml ti-oin the S<‘ei’(‘t ( %)in in i 1 1(‘<‘ 

“ Jh' lias -('lit in-t r net ion- to Mr. Middhton to arr(‘-t the 
])<‘rsons ol Mahonxal !\<‘za (’awn ainl Ihija Annil Sin;,:^. liis 
lJ<‘W'ans, and to -(aid tlxan midi'i* a ; 4 iiard t,o < ’aUaitia : that 1 h‘ 
lias ri'caa \ (‘( 1 ad\ie<‘ 1 rom i-. Mid«ll<aon. tliat th<‘ -am(‘ ha- 
aoe<>rdin o 1 y Ixaai put in <‘x<Maii ion ddx* (’oiirt oi‘ |)ir<‘(aor< 
had writtiai to I I a -t i i that it tin* a--i-fan<*c and i n t’oi i na t ion 
<.)F N^uiu'oinar -honld l><‘ -(a\ ieea hl(‘ to Idni in i n \ (*-t i;_:,a t i n^j, 

th(‘ (.‘onduet ot l(<‘za Ixhan. h(‘ -lionl<l \ i<d(l him -n(‘h (aieoiir- 
a<i;(an<aits and rc'ward a- hi- tr'oid)l<‘ and ih<' extiait of hi- 
s<a'\ i<*<‘s mi^ht d<‘-(a\(‘. lla-tinL»- liad no dilH(adt\ in ;j^i\inx 
<‘H('et to th<\-(‘ direction- a- he wa- him-c'lf conxinccd tlial 
^nnc'oinar could \alnahlc a--i-tan<M‘ in i n \ <‘-t i;_ia t in;^ i1m‘ 

eonduet of l\eza Khan. ( )n tlx' d( ‘ p( >- i t ii a i of that otticial In* 
)»ropo-(Ml that ]\Innn^' Ih'^nin. tin* widow of Mir datHi-. 
should lx* made S ii p<aa n t <a i d( a 1 1 of llx' Nawah'- hon-(‘hold 
and ^^uardian of hi- per-om and that Ua ja < h>oroo 1 >a--. the' 
son ol Nunc’omar, -Ixadd a--i-t Ix'r a- l<><‘wan. In a k'ttia’ to 
th<' ( ’oiirt ol l)ir('ctor- h<‘ wrote : 

.. T 1 lOio is iio dic.abt tliat Nun<-<>niai i- ta | >.d >I »' <4 ri fl ( >1 d 1 1 1 /j; inr 

^reat s<_avic<.'s 1 )\ Ins i n f<>i mat i< )n and ail\ Uf ; l>\it it is«.n h i- al »i J 1 1 i\‘s, 
and on the activity of In- ambition and liatiad to Malmmed Jvo/.a ('awn 
that I depend foi- investigating the eoiulnet of the lattei* and, l>y 
eradicating^ Ins intluence, for conliiinin^ tin* aiithoi ity wdnch ^'oii have 
assnnied in the adniinistiation of the allaiis of this C(nintiy. The 
reward which has Ix'en as-i^ne<.l him will put it full\ in his ]awvt*r to 
answ'er those ex pt*eta t ion-, and will la* an enc< mi a^eim'U t t<j linn to 
exeit all hi- ahditie- f<*i the acc<.»m pi i-h men I of them. Had I not 
Lieen ^^uarded by the citulion wdiicli you have been pleased to enjoin 
on me, yet ray own knowdedf^je of the character of ISTuncomar w ould. 



M A 1 1 A i; A.l A 1 1 l>vn\lM)K. 


1 11 ^ 


iMHiltl pi<tvf tleti iiuvnt^il to tho < '■ ‘H 1 1 > 1 1 1 \ illicit"-!-- 

In inukin;^ tli*‘ :i i r;i n ^ ^ n i» -n t I I a -l i n w a - ohhUmI, if will 
l><‘ "onn. not li\ o t > n < * » o- i t \ . I»nt l>\ j >r in 1< ai < a * . Ilo lia<l known 
^iiina>niar loi> Itniij, ainl to<> woll to lia\t* aiiN tanititkana* in 
iiiin. \\ iial < 'liN<‘ liatl 1 1 1 "OON t at •« I lal<' In* luol t i i -i a* \ la’ot I 
<*a rl N . - V ^ 1 1 o w la it i ‘ t < i t 1 1 o 1 ) i la a a o i'-- : 

Kroni the \ tan to the tnnt‘ w lit n I It tl Ihai^al in 17<II 

I \\ ell ma . on ( i n i n-tl op| m t ion tt» lln^ inltit‘-it'- ainl tle.-si>^if^ 

ot that man, lutau'-c I Inin to he .nlv< a-c to tin* wa-Ihiia* of 

ni\'t‘inj)l<>\ta^, aiul in lh«*»oni->f **t ihi— <<»nt«‘ntion I ita-tavaal 

t nail 1 ntlitail ion t.l In- 1 1 1 - w • 1 1 to have math- m<- an 1 1 i t-fo nei lahit* 
ia)caii\ it 1 etniltl -niha niv pas-ion- O* -ii|n i-etle the t^nt^ wliit li 1 

owa* 1 1 ► the < t >1 n I >ai I \ 


r 
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< n 1 1 \ t 
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hut tin tin* <<intiar\ w a - tin- a*aii li -<-i\an1 aini iiiini-1f*r til" a 
ma-tfi wlni-o intt-io-i iiatuialK -no^,-„l(v,i tlial kiinl ol’ |M>li<*\' 
w 1 1 it 1 1 -o u ;_ l 1 1 1 h N I t na - i» n a i t 1 - a I n I t ) n - < i i I n i M u t i on t if tin* | lo w t * r- 
< il' t lit • ( t )in ) >a n \ to i a i -o hi- 1 1 w n t on - t - t j m * n ■< * a i n I i <i la a 1 il i - h 

hi- authority." 

'Tin* < tiurt til l>iitt itu- a j I j 1 1 1 •< a a t t *t 1 lla-tin;j,-' wi-tioin 
ainl -t * 1 f-i t - r ra i n t . ainl wioit* it> Jiiin : • 

“ 'S'oui « Imiec of tin* I a ‘mini f<»i ;i;uai<iian to tie N a wall wf taitiif- 
! > a ] > 1 II t w f t h f n-^f \ on i n 1 1 * ii fl i n a k i n ^ * t N n mh < n ana i i a va-i jiroj ita*, 

and it atloidsU'* or,, it Mati-fa<tion to lint] that \on cailtl at tinct* 
detei nil ne ttj -ai j ipi a*-,'-! a 1 1 ptr-tonal i ♦wt* n t nn*iit wln-n tin* pul>he welfare 
seemed tt* ela.*>h with ^<aji* ]>ii\iitt* st-nt i rn‘*n ta ii'lati\f tt> n ndctHjmiii*.’’ 

Nuneoinar inu-t ha\t* tlt>Mt* hi- ho-l to -t-oina* < * \ i t It *i i<.*< • 
aoain-t tin* a d ni i n i -t i a 1 1 n w hfi-<* ola^t* In* \'ant<*t| ft> lill, htii 
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iiltrr u protriictcd trial hath ^[uhonuHl j[i(*za Klmn and liaja 
8liital> Jioy w(‘r(‘ acajiiittcd of tin* cliar^(*s against 

them. Cxreat was Xuiiconiai’’< di^appointiiKMit wIkmi tlu‘ 
offices of tlujse ;i;raiidee^ wcoa* aholi^-ilKMl. TIk' (‘fL(‘c*t of tlii> 
stroke of Jrlastiii^s policy on Nimcomar '> mind (‘annot l)(‘ 
better descrilxMi than in th<‘ woimI^, of Macanlav : 

“ Nuiidcooinar had proposctl to destroy the Miissalniaii adiniiiistia- 
tioii, and to lise on its i iiin. l>otli his malevolence and his cupidity 
fiad been disappointed. Hastings had made liim a tool, had used him 
fur the 2>urpoHe of accomplishing the transfer of the ( Jovei nment from 
^foorshedabad to < ’alcutta, from native to lcuro}>ean hands. The rival, 
the enemy, s<» long eiivietl, so imj)lacabl\ persecuted, had been dismissed 
unhurt. 1 he situation so long and ardentlv desiied had been abolish- 
ed. It was natural that the (iovermjr should be from that time an 
object of the most inbmse Initied to the vindictive Brahmin. As yet, 
however, it was necessary to suppress such feelings. ^I’he time was 
coming when that long animosity was to end in a desperate and deadly 
.struggle.” 

I liat Nimcomar-' "ob' cml wa-' j)(‘r-.()iml a g g i‘nn(li«,<‘ni(Mif . 
that h(‘ want<Ml to ri-.c on th<‘ ruin of (In^ MaiionuMlan admini''- 
tration, is (‘vi(l<‘n<*<Ml also by th(‘ pi’ociM'ding^. alrcjidv <piot<‘d, 
of the S<‘b‘ct <ommittc<‘ ob tin* Ibth did\ I Tiid. ITa-ting- 
hiid now giva'ii a criisliing blow lo lii^, long clKu i^lKMl ainl)ition, 
hilt, a" cviMit" '•IiowimL In* ha<l only ''(•otch(Ml the' ''iiaLi'. 
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rii<j appoint MK'nt to wliii'li Xunooniar a'^pii otl, ami of 
wliicli Jto wa-- lianlkcil, \\a^ ono \vln<*li couKl lia\(‘ 

ha<l foi’ th(‘ a^kiii^. 'rhc» dooinimiit ‘ whioh follow^, throw- 
li^ht on th<‘ <*i r-mnn -t a m*o^ \\ hiidi h*<l to tlio a ppoint imait <4! 
AIalioim*<l K<‘za Khan. 

Ar A Sha.FA r (‘hmmii ikk iiklo tiik \\}f/< Sf utht r ITn.'t. 
r I'oar \Viiaa\M. 

'I'llK Itlt.lll liAItl.K I..«)|U> i'laVI-., I *rf . 

John t ' \ i; n Ai , 

H vioiv \ 

ltappv<iis tli.it thoui^h M.ilioiaeil lv«-/.a Kh.in is ji May phablo 
;^oiitK'nian, yi t wt* tlo not \» i> niin h juipiovo his app«niitinent to tlu* 
post of Navl> Na/,iiii of lU n^aU 'rkis ^laithanan lias a vory »ai gt* 

amount of pis'^ivc g< x mI im‘S'<. l>ut w«‘ want, that thi* Nat*h Xa/Jiii 

shoultl hv a viuy a^ tivn man, who wouhlinost willingly loml ns val uabh* 
a.ssisbims* in tlio impio\rnn*nt of oui mo-t lawful track*. 

J'hi*r<* is no otln*i m,in ^^o wt*ll, tittccl for tln*j>oHt IJabu Ihim 
ILari ( Iiat tt*i j« <‘, at pi«*s. nt l><*\\an <)f oui Ka.-im l>,i/.ai’ l^'aotory. Hut 
sonn* wi<;ki*cl pi'oph*, at tin* i nstigat ion of JM aha rajah N u n ( ajinar, liavi* 

.'■^eiit us a p«*tition obj<*4 ting to Kam llaii - appointment to tins mcjst 

lespj ui'-.ibl e po-^t JJu* giouncl of their t>bj<*etioii is that Ham JIaii 
not a (leseeinlant of an ai i sloe ratio famil\ , and that his fathei* was in the 
sei’viei* of Moonshee N#^bak i.sseii as a took at a monthly ])ay of one 
rupc*e eight anna.'-'. 

We would have tiled oui' bc'-^t not to belii*ve this false stc>i*y. 
Hut imfoi’tunati'ly Naba k is.->en JiiiiiMelf told im*that Itain J 1 aii’s fatfiei 
was Ills cook on a -viilai^ of one Hupee oiilv. Nabak issen Ws eeitain Jy to 
blame for u ncoii'-kcioui-tly eori olxjraft ng a false stor \', eoiieoeted by nieli 
belonging to Nun ( '♦.loiiiai-’s pal ty . 

We aie therefoic* eompelled to appi’ove and eon tii in the appoint- 
ment of Mahcjined lb*/.ii Khan. 

An appoint rnoii t to which ;i -on of Xnhkis-cuT- <*ook wti.s 
held eligible wa- <jm‘ which Xuhki.--<‘n might not only liave 

^ lu the Beu^uli book on Ma^har.ijuh NuuUa Coo^iiar by Cbau«li (Jbariiu -s^u, j^affe 220, 



122 


NLNCHKMAIi : ills Pill A I.. 


i\r hi- lijul earc<l l or il, hut wliicli h<‘ ha<l | >raet ic*all y 
at liis tlispo.--al. Any ol* hi- couhl have' ohtaiiK^'il it. 

Jlo lia<l no anihition, lio \vc'v<*i'.. to lill a ppoi n t nuMit - ot* that. 
Ivind. ynnol iinK^mt - \\(‘r<‘ no a t t iiic*l ion t < j him. lli"^ 

inhna'st-i [)olitioiih ami imna' c*i\il otHc<‘<, lio\vo\ (M' hi^li, 

wore not to hi< ta>t<‘, at any i*at<‘ alter li<‘ ha<l ]>rov<‘d his 
]>olitieal eapaeitv ami ma<l<‘ lii- nuirlv in ])olitic*al life. ZS^uii- 
eomar's amhition was wIiolK' < 1 i ll‘<‘ r<‘nt . JI e wa- iw (‘r tliir'^t- 
in^' Tor lii^^h ei\ii <‘m plo v imait . Tor im‘r<‘ s<‘lt-a;^;^ramlixi'- 
immt ami not ><M'\’ie<‘ ot the state wa-^lii'^ eml. (irt'at imh'iMl 
wan*<* lii*^ im li;j,na t ion ami < li-^a ppoin t immt w htm tin* otHc*<* ot 
TS^aih Snhah wa< a h<_)l i-h<‘< I . Il<‘ ]>lanm*<l \ en^<*am*e a^ain-t 
\\"arta*u lla^tin^-. ami a ta\<>n!'ahl<* oppoi't nn i t \' aro-c* when 
hy tin* arri\'a! ot tin* ni< ‘inl )t*r'> ot tin* m*wly app(jint<*<l ( 'oini- 
eil, tin* pow<*r iiinl iniportane<* ol lla-tin;_i,- w <*!*(* r<*«lneetl. 
ddu* C'ouneil eann* "arnte<l with tin* mo-t n neom prom i>i n^ 
spirit ot lnj>tilitv towaial- tin* ( wo\ <*rn nn‘nt ot tin* ('ompaiix', 
ami toward- lla^tin;^'^ in pa r t ii* n la r ^\lnn)-t i m n n *< 1 iat< * I 

att<*r (In'ir ai rival tln*>' ■' wr<*-ti*d tin* ;j^o\ <*rnnn‘nt out ot tlie 
h;imls ot 1 ia>t i n;_i,-." Ninn*o;nar took ad\ a nta;j^<‘ ot tin* -ilna- 
tion. JLi'-i att(*mpt to humiliate and it po--ihl<* c-i n-h lLa-tin;i^- 
ha> heen ti> ALaeanlay a t<‘xl tor a -we<*pin;_t, eotn h*mnat ion 
not nn-*ri'ly ot lh*n^al<*e. hut ol Indian ami i*\ <‘n ^\-iatie <*ha- 
raeter. lli- jinl;_;nn*nt i- worth notin;.:, : 

“'ria* out |tli,it i-, lli.O |m> wi'i.-, of 

m>voi !inn*iit and its most VriInat>K* j>ati ona^L^e li.td l>t*eii takon from 
n lLastin;^sJ. 'I’l o* \' considt‘ia‘d liini as a fallm man, and tln.*v 

aotrd after theii- kind. Soim‘ of onr i e<iders may have seen in 
India, a cloud of crows peeking a sick vulture to death, no 

bad type of what happt*ns in that countiv as often jls fortune 
deseits one who has been i^re<i.t and dreaded. In an instant all 

the sycophants wln> had lately been leatly to lie for him, to 

for^e for him, to pandei- for him, to pois<^n for him, hasten ti> purchase 
the favour of his vdctoiious enemies by aecusiii;^ him. j;\.n Indian 
Cirovernment has only to let it be understood that it wishes a particular 
man to bi* ruiin.*d, and in twenty-tour hours it wall b«* fui-nisln*<l with 
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-i.ive |)p*>rt<‘d 1 >y di* p» 1 1 « •U'^ full .tiul r i i i 1 1 in^t ;\ ul u^l , tlial 

a.iiv i>«‘rs«>n u n ;ici- u onu‘d t<» V^i.itio n u- lului t n' \\..uld rt‘^_c,4id it 

ileci'^ivt* I w iM»\N 1 «' L;.t i « Km 1 um lu-lplt-^M, Tin' po\v?r to 

»ii«ikc* t»i’ 1u.1i' tlu‘ fiutuiu* <»f t \. i\ lu.iii in lit‘nL;.il liati pUH.^*tMK it 
Meoinoil, iut<> tin* li.iudM of tlio lu-w < ' )U u« hu I m nu'^iat nl \' nliai;_C*‘'- 
tin* < iovnruoi < K MCI a I Kn^au t«* pom in 

ddl i-- luu t Ihu- j u-t a- opinion norooriool ;i>- lii^tnix. It i'- a 
<M*n<''rali''at ion t i'oin a --in;,:^!*- in-taiua* and i" at l>t“*t a <‘X- 

a<>o<M'a(ion ol a iKd'iMt in -onm i\p<‘-ol‘ Indian idia ra<‘l or. In 

lIi<‘ lioxt plai't' it d<M‘^ n<»l appoar that an\ < • 1 la |•;J^O'.. poiiiani in 
a;j^ain''t llio ( i o \ < ‘ n u n'-< d 11 o ra L IiuKmmI no om x t a • r f a i n 1 v no 
non;j,aloo ox<<‘pi Nunooinai, appoai- !<► Iia\<‘ lu'on;_»^ht aiiN 
< lia a;^a in-l Ila-lin;.^-. It i- Nnnooinai aloiioth.it I K m ;.:,a K 

inu-t tliank lOr -noli <an 1 i fio.i t < - a- M.i<-anla\ lia- Mion;j,lit lit 
to ;j:i\o tin ‘111 adoui tln'.i- national oliaiaidoi. and tin* onl\ 

\N a \ in \v ld<li tln*N <;in \in<li«-ato t 1 1 o 1 n -<* I \ o- and nplioki tlmir 
lion our i- 1>\ < 1 1 -o w n i n tin* wd.inion- Nmn'oinar. that i^ i>\ 
d i • 1 a i I n i n all inpatlis w illi him. N<) l>on;j.ah‘o a p p r< ia c * 1 n *d 
him in <mnnin;_l or < • r 1 m i na 1 i t \ . and nono w a ^ -o r(‘ad\ to ho 
a <To\N pi'okin;^ a ■'iok \nltnio i<» «loalli. 

rho a « -o n -a l i on whioh .Nmna>inai hr<m;_ihl .i;_Lam-t I I a *-1 i n;j^^ 
\\ a " I'ormnlalod in a h'lior' . 0 1 d r< ---od f<» tin^ <»o\oi'nor ami 
t '< > n n< • i 1 a n d laid ho 1 < > 1 •• i | n * I K >a rd o n tin* I I t h .M a roh , 1 7 7 o. 
hv h'rain-i''. into \\ h o-* -^h a n d - it had hoon doli\< ro(k ft \va^ 
pa It 1 in tin* natnro •ol an in-innation and pa 1 t 1 diroot. 
Nim<*oniar lolati’d hi" <'onnootion with tin* (’omiianv and ro- 
oonntod \\liat Iio oon-ldorod to h<* hi" "<‘j'\io<*", ono oT whi(*}i 
wa" that In* a""i"t<d lla"tin;j." in [ »ro"o< ■ n t i n;j, Maln^nod H<*xa 
Klian and Shitah Ih»\ . ddn n t h o^n •< 11 "a t ion hoohi". IVIahoinod 
ld*/.a Khan <^IV<*r<*d Itt lakh" to !Ia"lini^" and 2 lakh-, to Xmi- 
('omar. an«l Sliitah lv<)V oflorod I lai^li" to IIa^tino< and oin^’: 
lakll to Nnrn-oinar. ddn*"!* ofVoi " Nnnoomar, in all ln>no..tv ami 
>\ith a nohh* < I i " i n t o ro"t od no--. r«*poitofl to Ifa"tinos, wlio iif>t 
\vi-hin^ that tlioio "honld ho a witin*"- to In- oorrnption, 
refused them. 13ut soon aitt*i lla "tinu" ..et ^Mahomed lieza 
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Ivliiin lit libc'i’ty iind drojjt th(‘ oiKjuiry ijito lii> c‘iii- 

bezzloincnts an<l nial])riic*tice^-- this (‘xt raoialina r v 

f ^ ' 

t'avoiir Avas so smhhaily shown, tho Ciovta-nor t*an }) 0 >t as>i^ii 
thi' i*easons.\’ Shitab Woy \\ a< a tot I in offiota iMotivt‘> 

oh* the.“>(‘ jn*oc*(HMlin^> will bt‘>t b(‘ ini(l(‘r>too(l hroin Mi*. IIa>- 
tin^>. liiinstdh." in^tai nous ^ nnooinai* c*oiihl not iina^int' 

whv his I )ro>t‘c* lit ion “^hoiihl brt^ak tlown nnltv'-''- tli<‘ jxa'son t,*on- 
(luotin;^: th<^ iiKjuiiN liinl rt^otaA etl an illt'^j^al ;_:^ra t i ht *a t ion . Ht‘ 
\va> a i)j >a rtaitly not |)rt‘])ar<al to >ay that ht* had oH'ortMl oon- 
vincino (w idtaiet* a<i:ainst iht^ intai lit* had ] )ro'-(‘c*ut<‘(h but li<‘ 
niad(‘ lh(‘ (|ui(‘t a-*>iiin | >t it)n or >uo^<‘«,tion that bribta-y alono 
ooiihl aoeount hor tht‘ rt^-^idt. 'rh<‘ dirtH t char^t' ooin(‘> noxt. 
^Vt variolic tiin<‘> in tht‘ Ntair 1772 lia^tin^i:^ had r(H*ta\(‘tl th(‘ 
Slim oh thrt‘t‘ lalvh> and hhty-loiir thousand riip(‘(‘> I'roni N ini- 
coinar anti Munny Bt‘oiun ht)r }>rt)curin^- Kaja ( hitirtio I >a>>'s 
a j)[)ointmt‘nt tt> tht‘ Niabut and taiU'^in^* ^Itinn\' B(‘^um It) bt‘ 
inatlt‘ tht^ >up<‘rit)r t>h tht‘ hainilV, 

ddit' lt‘ttt*r ft>ntainin; 2 ^ tht‘ at*t*ii'-a t ion had Ik^mi rt‘t *t‘i \ t*d by 
Kranc*i< in hi^ homo in tht‘ otim-'^t^ t)l* a \i^il ol' N imotiina r'>. 
lie j^)rohc*s>eil to haNt‘ nt)t rt^atl it l)t‘l*t>rt‘ ht‘ lai<l it btd*t>it‘ tht‘ 
Boartl. ^Vr a mt‘otin^ t>h tht* Boartl on t ht‘ ll>th .March 1 7 7 7> 
anothta* hatta* hrtim Nimooniar wa*- r(‘ota\odand rt'iuh in which 
ht‘ ohhta*tal tt) apptxir btd'ort' tht‘ Boartl to <-:,i\<* hi'- twitltaicix 
oral anti documtaita ry . 1 la-tin^>'< taioin it\- in ( 'oimcil, 4"ranci>, 

iSlonson anti C da vtai n < 4 , --taanod tortwx'lin tht‘ tipportunity thus 
ohhca*etl oh luimilla tin^- lLa-tin^>, Tht'v dt^sirtal tti >ummon 
liSrnncomar litdiir*!* tht' ( \>uncil to ^i\ t‘ tw idtaicta ILa^tin^s 
ri‘coi'dod a Minute in w hitdi lit* protested aoainst tin* proct‘tUire 
as bt‘ine uneonstit u tiiina I antkincon>i>tt‘nt w ith ids jiosition. It 
is not necessary here to rt*her in tltdail tt> tin* \ ai ioiK passages 
at arms betw een 41astino> anti lii-^ oppoin‘nt- in ( 'ouncil, and 
it is enough only tti statt* tin* eomlu'-iom Ha-tin^> th*elared 
the t.'ouncil tlissolvt*d ami prt)tt*stetl aoaiii'-t aet- t)h tin* C’ouncil 
during his absence as ille^iil anti un w*a rrantetl . lie* tln*n 
quitted the Council.^ Bar*s^ell also withdrew hroin the 
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in;^ tli<‘ ^inn- <>t in<)iM‘\ nnIihMi llu'-tin;,*'' 1 »;h1 I 

to pax into tin* ( 'ompanx*'' troa^nrx. 'Tho law 
of rho ('oinpanx in H<*n;jLal <ii<l n<t< a<l\i-<* an\ pro^< u • n t ron in 
1n<lia. l)Ut lli<‘x a<lN i''<‘«l fin* lM»ar<| t«> flu* if •< •< n'< 1 " to tfio 

(’oin]*an\ who nii;_ihT tak<‘ -n<h lo;j^al '>l<*p'- a " ini;i;ht lx* 

a<ixi''<‘<l. M’Ih* - ii 1 j-i** p k a 1 1 hi-tor\ ol rla* j ua x mm x i i n;j.- <*annot 

lx* lx‘ttor «lo-<*rilxMl than in tin* woial'- of I>or<l MMinrlow : 
** (lo<*mn<*n t -- arri^o<l at a tinn* w hon it tM*!*tainly wa-^ 

tin* anxioii*- wi^li oi‘ tin* Mini''t<*r to tak<‘ an\ fair ami ri*a>on- 
al)h‘ ^^I’ouml ho oonhl ft>r tin* roinoxal of Mr* I la-tin-^. MMu* 
pap<*r< w-oi'<* all " n hni i 1 1 <*< i totli<* law otH<*<‘r^ ol' tin* t’oinpaiiv', 
who <l<*olafa‘<l that tin* i n i'or mat of timleoomar, o\«‘n up- 
on th<‘ i'.t rt i' i-a-'O hoforo thorn, oonhl not pos^ihlx* h<* friio. 

"fho roa-on^ for that l>oli<*f woim* a'-''i^m*<i at hm^tli. Tin* 
I >ir<*otor'', thouo;|i a majority of tliein were vc*ry well disposed 
to ohli^o tho Mini>'t<*r, eoueurro«l with th<*ir law <^ffic!<‘rs, and 
all that riihhi<h and trash romaiiie<l unnoticed from 1 7 7 (J to th<‘ 
year I7bih wli<*n, a** y4jur J^ord^hiji- know, it was rep#‘atediy 
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to you 6y tli<^ as c*oiitainiii o- proofs 

of tlio corruption of Mr. Hastings, atui it was vt’^ry properly 
r€"‘jeet<Ml l>y tlu‘ ( \)urt. It was iu‘v<‘r ]>reteiuK‘d l>y the mana- 
gers that tliey had evHienc*(* to ^o a st<‘]> Ix^yond tliis la^jeeted 
information <)f N undc*ooina r."’ 

Nunc*oinai* in^xt c*oin<^-i intf> notice^ as one <>f thi‘ aceiisiul in a 
<^haro-<^ of <*on >i rac*y a;^ain>.t I la stints iiinl Harw oil. ( )ne < ^imal- 
iid-<lin ina<h‘ a (*omplaint to lla'-tin^s to t lic^ that h<‘ hati 

la‘<‘n for<*e<l hv Niineomar and ]\[ r. f^owke- to >i^’n a pi‘titii>n 
statin^' that lie ha<l hrihod Ha^tino-< and Harwoll. He was 
referreil to th<* ('hii-l* dii^ti<*<‘. aii<l tlu*^ d iid^t*-^. who <‘x<M*c*ised 
the fnnetion> of pi''ti«*e-- of tin* pea<*e. h<d<l an iii<|iiir\. There 
was no pritna a^ain^t f'ranei'^ f'ow k<‘. who was dis- 

ehar^iMl, llastiiie>, Harwell ami \'an>ittart w'<‘r<‘ ask<‘<l if 
tht'V int<‘mh‘d to pros<‘ent<‘ .Io^<‘ph Kow ke. ?sHnt.*oinar iimi 
Hadha <4iiirn for eon^pi ra<‘\' . Th<‘y de<*lared lindr intention 
to ]>roseeut<‘. t tin* >«‘-'.i«>n, ^Tuneomar and Kowke were 

oonviet<Ml on the charge of <*onspirac*y against Harvvtdl alone. 
Kow'ke was fined fii*t\' riip<M‘-. No '-<Mitenee w'as passed on 
Xuncomar, h<H*au-e ln‘ wa^- in jail awaiting* th<^ t^xtiaanc^ penal- 
ty of thf‘ law foi* hi-s nieinorahle c*onA ietion on a eharoe of 
for^'cM'Y . 

Tf it is n<H*<‘ssary to rt'f<n' to th<‘ 'trial ftir foi-otMw, it is 
b<‘CiiiisC‘ >sid>kis><'n ea^ <‘ es id<‘ne<‘ in it. ddn' popidar notion 
wdth regard to that trial has. fi>r a lon^, time, lanai that it was a 
vindictive prosecution ahette<k if not --tartial. hy Hastinos, and 
that Tm]>ey, actii^^- as his tool, <*onA ieted Xnneoinar, or ratlnn* 
securetl his convi<*tion by tin* unfair a< 1 in is.'-ion and i'ejt*etion 
of evidence and hy misdireck’ions to the jury. It is mH*(*ssary 
to remember, however, tluit tin* pros<*c*ut ion aro>i* out of a 
idvil ease which had l>e<*n institut<*d in tin* Diwani Adidut oi- 
( dvil tk>urt of i Calcutta about two years befoia* Sir Hlijah Tin- 
pey and the other Judges of th*^ Supr<‘me ( ’ourt arriv**ti in 
Oalouthv ; that when criminal ^>roceedin^s w ere first institu- 
ted the complaint was en«piii-t*<l into hy two Judges of the 
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SuprtMiK' ( V>ni*t (not im*lii<Iino I in | >i‘y ) ac*t i n o ju-tu*<wof tlio 
poiioo tlio oaso \va'- i‘oni ini t to* I th<‘ ^<*s.'-ion'^ |n*i*si<lecl 

ov<‘r hy Sir Klijah Impt^y : ami trial was ii«‘ltl not only 

l>et‘or** him, hut Ix^Foro him ami tlu' oth<‘r <>1* tli<‘ 

Siipia^im^ (''onrt. 

'^rho hii't"; of tin* I'a-^o ar«* hrinHv a*' lOllow-^. '^Tho t*i\il 
^iiit r«*t<*rr«‘«I to hatf l><*«‘n i n -^t i t nt<‘< I against iin<.*omii r 

I >y ( )I I m^a hi •^''< * ! i , tin* oNw«*<*n<or ol BoIlaJv*‘\' l^o>s, a hank<‘r^ 

It ha<l in la<*i h<‘«*M i ii^t i t u f <*< I <‘arli<*r in tin* >lmli(‘ial < ’iitt*ln*rrv 
ami wa*' t i*an'^tt*rr<*< i to tin* l)<*\\ani .Xtlaliit on it-^ ♦*>'f a hi i'-li- 
im-nf in 1 4 7 2. A '-ym of o\<*i* a lakh ami a «|iiart<‘r wa*' 
<'iaim<‘(l a" “ <iin* fo tin* <‘-lat<* for i ’ompan\'''' homl'*.** N tin- 
<*omar <l<*ni<‘<I tin* nlaim, alh‘;_*in;_* that aifnr ailjii*-tm* of' at*- 
ooim t*-. t In •!•«* wa-x a x.niall ha la ii<*< * i 1 1 lii^x favour. 'I'in* a(*<*oimt 
U|) ha<I hn<*n h\ tin* plaintitV amf hix. attc)rm*v, 

Xfohnn l*<*r-ha<f. hut tln*y (l<*ni<*4f that it wa-x an aooount with 
^unoomar. In tin* canir^xc^ of'^tln* <f<*l'«*m*4*. ^^nm*omar '^nt iip 
thren homl-x alh*^<‘<| to ha\«* hnc‘n n\.<‘<*ut <*<1 in hi^; favour 
h\' Bollakny Ma^x^, upon tin* 'xtr<‘n;i^lh of' \\hi<*h Nimoomar 
<‘laitm*(l to r<*tain tho t’ompaii>''x ))<»inl<. 'Thn oonrt m- 

< *0 ? n n n * I n I < *t I a r i m t ra t i< >i) f<n' 'x«*\<.j*;it roa'^on*'. rSiim*omar at 
fn'''t F'ai''<*<f a <li tti <‘Mlt\. hiit alt<*r w arh-x <*(>iix.oiiti*ci. ^I'l n * 

partin'-, lio\vn\4‘r, <*onhl not a;j.rn<* ahont a r hi t ra I oi*^, ami 
whil-xt mattf*r-< \N<*i-n in thi- 'xi|.,|„.n^,.^ tin* Snprnnn* (’ouit of* 
*1 mlii-at 11 r<* a rri \ n< I in ^nn^^a 1 ( < )«*t ohnr i P, 17 7 1). ’'fin* \ >laint itt‘, 
who lK‘li«‘vt*cl tin* h<jml*x to hn ti<*t it it)!!-!, was a<l\i-x<Ml hy his 
eli<*nt to inx;titiitt3 a <‘riminai pro'x«M*iit ion f*t>r for;^<*i*v^ a^^ainst. 
Nuncomar, now' that a eompc*t<*nt ainl iml<*p<*ininnt ( \>urt was 
ayailahh*. Xo i)rocn«*<linns conl^l hn i n - 1 i t ii t<a I , howov<*r, hnt'orn 
tin* plaintiH' conhl nnt ao<a*'x'x to tin* ori;rinaI pupnr-x whinh 
w <*re not ohtainntf till aft«*i* man\ a pj »l i<‘a t ion-^ luni hnmi imnin 
fiom tinn* to tinn*. ( )n tin* t*»th of M a \ 17 7.7 Niiinomar was 

hroiinht hnforn hn Xlai-tm ami ll\aii* ami was ooinmittntl 
t^> tin* common ^aol t<j h<* ti-it*<l on a < harn;<? of felonious- 
ly uttering a fortr(*(l writiw^ ohiioatory with intc*nt to 
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'SBe ej^^^tors ^ Bojlakey Boss. Thos^ Judges in 
tc? of Directors;’ August 2, 1775, say : 


, of the foPg(^iy was exhibited ugaiiSSt the 
tr^- . 3tr. Justice De Maistre happened to 
^ifeig^strato, ^nEJe requested * the as^stance of 
Hyde, who attended with him the whole day upon 


h. the 



^ ^^^03i[;aininatiQii, which lasted from nine in the morning till 
ten -at night ; when, ' of his guilt 7 ‘e} 7 iaini 7 zg in 

tl^ >i^ 0 iTt of! TJLS^ upon the (evidence on the part 

of thW^^r^yrit^ . commitment in the usual form wa< made 

'"v', ' V- ' 

. iniportanOe of these detftls,^’ says Sir J. F. Stephen, 

. ** lies in die fact that they show that whatever connection 
Has^ngi^and Impey, or either of^them, may have had with 
-tl^V^oso^htion.of H 3 t:inooinar, it originated in the usiial wa5^. 
TffiOTohAd been A^lith^tion of long stan<ting,-in which an im- 
putation of: forgat^y had been east upon IN^uncomar. His an- 
tagonist deeide^ to. prosecute him orrminally, and tried to do 
so inaany nq^nths before the Supreme Court was established, 
at that time to get the necessary materials. 
.'r^'VlJfbeh Ae Supreme Court was established these efforts 
and succeeded ; and as soon as the forged 
doci^Slih^itVWas obtoined, Muncomar was brought before^ 
the and committe<l for trial in the ordinary 

. -cour^;^. ^ 

, The purposes of this book do not require a more elabo- 

- rate statement of ^lie facts of the case. The most complete 
< and. the most searching and systematic account of the case 
all facts connected with it is to be found in Sir J. F. 
^s *^rk, to which it is impossible for any writer 
lis chapter of Indian History to avoid incurring a 
|l^ry iai^ge obligation. There is no occasion here to discuss 
the merits of tlie case or the impartiality of the tri- 
* Tt is sufficient to consider the evidence given by 
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A. It Is not necessary. [Translate of a bond exhibit A read. 1 

The prisoner desired he might ask Uajah Nobkissen a question. 

Court. — I^et him consult his Counsel before he ask the question. 
[The question being overheard by Nobkissen, he said, “ Maha Raja 
Nundocomar had better nqt ask me that question.” Rpon which 
ISTundocomar declined asking the question.] 

Court to Jnri /. — Vou must receive no prejudice from this ; you 
must forget the conversation, and judge only by the evidence at the bar. 

[The Jury siiid they wouW only judge by the evidence.] 

* C. How long did you know before Iiis death ? 

A. T believe, three or four years, when Lord CUive was Covernor. 

C- ArVliat was Rollakey Doss’s business t 

A. He was not tlien in any business in Calcutta. 

Q- Was you intimate with him ? 

A. I was very well acquainted with him. 

C- What was his general cliaracter ^ 

A. A very lionest man. 

V- Did you know Pndmohun Doss 

A. J did. 

V- r><. you know ;iny thing of Bollakoy Doss’s .•ir. n.nstancea > 

‘ fie was I'ecktjiied a monied man. 

V. A IV yon aoquaintod with Hollak.w Doss’s mannor of oxocntino 
bonds ? ^ 

-1* — T know nothing about it. 


Ao-ain ; « Hajali Nobkisscui. 

C- — Hid you know Sillabut 

q..-_Ves; he was a V^akeel and Munshx of Rollakey Doss 
V- — Are \a)u acquainted with his handwriting ^ 

J- T am ; 1 ha^’'e seen him wi'ite many, times. 

[ J>ond shewn him. ] 

Q' — 1^ this the handwriting of Sillabut t 

d.— The words “ Sillabut, Vakeel ofRollakey Doss,’’arf 
his handwiif ng ; it is not his common wiiting : 1 have se<.*n 

papers of his hand wiiting. * 


not (jf 
several 


C - — Cun you take upon you to sw^ear it is not his handwriting ? 

A . — Sillabut wrote several letters to me and Lord Clive, and has 
wrote several things before me : this is not the kind of writing 

1 have seen him write ; but Cod knows whether it is his liandwritin- 
or not. ^ 


' Idem. Rp. ;^0, 31. 
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Q , — What is your opinion ahout it ^ 

A. — Xhe prisoner is a Hrjihinin ; T am a < V>it ; it may hurt my I’eli- 
^on ; it is not a trifling' mattt r : tli<‘ lift* of a l^i'alnnin is at stak^. 

— f>o > ou, or tlo \ ou not, think this th«* hanclwrit in^ of Silla- 
hut ^ 1 {emt*ii\her, \ ou ar** upon \oui- < 4 ^th, to tell tl^e truth, ami the 
wliole t i-uth. 

.1. - leannot t**!! what is \ipon my mimltui t h is ot'casion ahout it. 

</. Wliy not ^ 

A. -'riiis fom-erns the hfet.f a I>rahniin. I <l<ui‘t ehost*t<>sa\ what 
is in my luiml ahout it. 

—Did Sillabut write a ht‘tt<‘r, oi- woist*, hanti than tins 

.1. — Xht* h*ttt‘rs on thi--. paptu* art* wt*!! foiined tlm.st* f>f Sillahut 
ai't* not haclly foiim.‘<:l, ^ut art* not so i^ootl as thes<*. 

Xh«* ]>ap<*i.s ait* sht*wn liim whit'h wt*rf* sht*wn to tlif* f«u iner 
witm*ss, f<»r tiu* jun pttse ttf st‘h*etin^ thost* \N’hu*h \\t‘re f' hand- 
writing of Sillahut ; he ii 1 1 »m*d lately lix<*s on tin* thrm* jwipt'i s before* 
pr<»\'ed tf> ht* the handwiiline , tf Sillahut 

'I'lit se tliiee are tlu* haiulwiitino of Sillahut ; 1 ean 

lind mt other [lapeis of his wiitiuLC amon^ ihest*. 

— Ditl you ev<‘r set* tht*H«* pa]M‘i'H before* 

^1, — TS^«*ver in my life* * 1 ne*\ e*r was in sm b a r ause | w’onlel 

rather le>se a ^reat huiii of mt)ne»\ tlian !)e* in sn<;h a ean.st*. 

That is all the* <*vieli*n<*e* f liat .JS^nhk i-»se‘n oa\<* in the* e^a-^r*, 
aiie! it ini^ht have* l)e*<*n h*tt to sp<‘jik leir it'^e*!! il it hael iieit 
1 )e*<*ii \'e*rv intie-h m inline le*r-te><><l :inel ni i'^rt*) n'e‘s<*nt e*( I . Sir 

k 3 ijah Iin])e‘y in hi- e har^^e* te> the* jnr\' re‘fe*r- tei it in the* 
feilleiwin^ t<*rnt- : 

“ H ijali Xohkissen, the paper hein^ shewn him, swore posi- 
tively, that it was iie>t the hamlwriting^ of Sillah :t ; hut afterwards 
l etraoteil the positivei)e*ss eif his opinion : hut tlii^ e ircnni .stance of his 
immediate fixinj< en» the thi<*<* papers, wliieh wc‘re* before proved to he 
of Sillahuts writinpr, is a stre>nK^*»* kno^led^e of Iiis 

liandwritiiif?, than any pe»sitive* emth. I must aj^ain caution ye»ii 
af^ainst receivin^ij any impre-.ssion unfa vr>ijrahle to the* prisoner, from 
the he*sitation and dfuiht.s oi’ <*x< lama t ions e>f tliis \vitrie*«H, or from 
any other circum.stam-<*s e*xcept wliat he actually dejK>sed to,’ 

This is an a< knowh el^^iiiont that, in spite* liis li<*sitation. 
.I<)ul>t-i an<l cx. lamation-, th<‘ <.\ idoiic- <riv<.n by Nubkif-.-on 
\\ a- ab><>liitoly true, jud^o*! b^ a ve»y ]>ractical test. There 
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was no atr<Mn]>t at <*rf>->-oxaininino bin,. Sir Jaino^ Ste]>honV 
ooininont on lii^. <‘vi< bauv *• P><>th tin* r<*l uc-ta ino ainl tin* 

ohvions <*on\*ic*tion with w hi<*h In* -| >ok<‘ a rn \ niw r<*ina rka hlo." > 
In anotlmr |)a'-^a^<* tha^ w » it«*r ha-' o<*<‘a>-ion to r<‘l'<*i* to 
X nl>ki'^'-(*n ^ r<‘l iu*t ain <* t<) ;i,i\<‘ idonct* on Nniu*oinarX 

t ria I." “ 

I In* r<*l iK'taitca* i- oa]>al>l<‘ ol' hoina utnh*r-to<Kl in two 
^way-, (*itln‘r a- an artfii! nn*nn- oi' | »i‘<*^^iii o tin* n (‘rv thino 
which it a|)|>cin<‘(l to 1 1 | n*c--. <»• ;i o-.^nniin* n n w i 1 1 i n o n(*.,^ 
to -a\ u thino \\hi<h wonhl <*n(lano(*r ;i lhahinin'- life. 
Pule- oT charity ainl i-onnnon alik<‘ t(*ll ii> to | iin* 

an honoiahh* pnrpo-c in | >i‘<‘l'crcnc<“ to a j )<*r\ <‘r'-< * oin* w licit* 
hoth art* <‘(|iiallN' po--il)l<*. Apart I'roin all priin-iph*- ol' pr<*- 
*'iinij >t ion, how'c\<‘r, tln‘r<* aia* c<*rtain Tact- to lx* horin* in 
iniinl in conn(‘ction with Nnhki--<*n'- i(l(*nc<*. d'ln* truth ol 
it i*>i iinli^piitahlc. Hi- ln*-^itation cannot t ln*r<‘l'or(‘ lx* rcotirtl- 
0(1 the i)ix*M,rication ol' a ]x‘r\<*r-<* witin*-^ who conc(*aU 
hi- ionoranct* oT a I'at-t hy an-w<*i*- that -iinnlatt* k now !<*(! o<., 
who in -pitt* ol hi- ii*noranc<* i- ix*nt on riiinino ^ pri-on<*r 
h\' inert* -u oo(*^tion- td' onih. hut who dart*- not make* po-i- 
ti\<* a Itirniat ion- lor rt*aF- td' t‘\po-ino hi- nn*ndac*it\*. Xuh- 
ki--<*n -how't*d that In* rt*ail\- ditl know SiHalmt'- ha n d w ri t in •> . 
and wa- -ati-(it*d in hi- own mind that tin* -ionatuit* -how n 
to him on tin* bond wa- not in Sillahnt'- handwriting. No 
cro-— (‘xamination couht haM* di-crt*( fit t*d hi- cAi<l(‘nc(*. J 1‘ 
In* -till ht‘-itatcd, it i- clt*ar that it wa- a honn-fule ln*-itation. 

nan n(*\ t*r lx* ' prt*t <*ndt*d that In* kin*w nothin;.^ of the 
matt(*r on which In* wa- callt*d upon tt, uivt* 7*x id<*nct*, 
or that In* kin*w tin* rt*\<*r c of w ha t In* c*ho-<* to -a v, and 
that out ot -pitc aoain.-t tin* pri-ont*r or to ln*lp the j,ro- 
secution. In*, hy hi- In*-itation, mer(‘Iy put on a knowing 
a‘<p<*ct. \\ hat In* did know wa- aeain-t tin* ])ri-oin*r, and there 
was nothin^ to j>ix*\(*nt hi- -ayino it tMitrioht. .-a\ino it with 

^ JWn n4unn tf r find fntjft't/. \"c>l f, p. 120. 

Jd^/n \ ix\. 11, p. i>87. F.>ot-ju^to. 
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iinti it with ♦•in | »1 in -i n t ion ninl or- 

iininont. if Iii^ }niri»o>-o \\ n - to liolp tin* | n-o-<'<’ it t ion ninl^»iniii- 
;i;^o tin* ilofoinn*. "rin* ho^itatitni \Nn'' < i i^j »ln \ o< i in a ('oniM ol 
I^n \v a in I not in a < I ra w i n^-room . Niiltki--<‘n \v^i- ;_Li\in;_;. oNi- 

♦ lonco and not <-o<j u<‘t t in;_l witli a Iriond. \\ }i\ thon \Na- In* 
^(_) lln>do^^t. ''O "WOi'tN' roliKtant, -o i in | »ort ii na t o not to ko 

od ? ( )i A i^ni "1 ho ^^a'' i in I nl;_iin;_t in no a tl i'ot a t ion . hut w a - 
^i!nH‘r<*I\- nnwillin;.^ l><-ai o\ idoin o a;^aiim a Ihahiniy 

\\ lioin In* a 1 \N \ ^ r<‘;_iar<lod with kindl\ l<‘olin;_:‘' and lio-^o 
Iir<* wa- now iix -tako. 

rin* trial <'oni ny n< ‘o< 1 on tho Sth ol dnno ;iinl la^tod loi 
"(A <‘n oomoontivo da\-. I'lio |m\ i<*tnrnod ;t nnaiinnoii^ 

A oia h\ t ol ^ n i 1 1 \ . 

A 1 not ion in a i i o - 1 ( >| | n d ;l: i non t w a - n la do I > \ tin* | > r i - oi n • i - 
ooun-'ol. Mr. I'arroi. and topMto<k d'ho ('oint jirtnionnood 
tho •'ontoina* ol <loath. A potitioii loi loa\o to a|>|a*ai w a " 
?*ojc‘otod. .V |M‘tition to tin* »tn<l;jLo-. to v\hioh tho -i na t u ro- 
ot tin* dur\' w<-io -on;^ht to ho ohtainotk j>ia\in;^ lor a ro-|»ito, 
ha<l to ho ahandono<L hooan-o onl\ on<* juivinan <'<ni-ontod f<t 
-i;^n it. Xnin oiiiar |H<‘|*aio<l a (lotition to ho |>ro-ontod (o tho 
( ¥ ON < * r n o i'-( * o n o T a I in t o u n o i 1 . 1 >< • I o r o - u h i ji 1 1 f i n it ho w ro t o 

a lottor to hhaini- o;Mno-tl\ -id i<i t i n;_i hi- i n t o i \ on t ion . In 

tho oc^nr-o ol tho lottoj ho wioto : 

* ‘ All I M \' 1 1 « n I a h • I t ; » k I A 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 \ i - in n o u , I 1 « * I oi i* i iion 

Innnhlv in llio n^na- of <n>th \ on w » I ! hi- nli-a-i-i.l to inti-iia-do 

foi- iia* and ]»i oi-in o .1 1 L - |>ito t ill 1 I i >1 o>'t < o a* lo . . , M aji -l^ V i>lua!^ni i- 

i'- known \ 1 I nlirolv l olyoiA'uin W'oi -h ly ^ i.ndoa\'ou i to tio na- 

all tlic ^oo<l \on can, i -IialJ not, acooidujo to tla* o]>ijjion ot tla- 
111 la loos, accti.'^o son lu tiaj day ol lud^niont of ij axloct i n I o a-siwL na- 
111 the ext lean ity I am now in • 

Sir daino- Sto|dion rojnint- tin* h-ttoralatod tho ;>l-t d u I \', 
177o. from ^lorixah* - /.//7 tfj l’'rauo’i' aotod a- ]Ma- 

♦ •anlay'-t 13ono;doo would ha \ o <lono. Sir d. Stophon 

remai'k- : 

“ Xliere is au oiniiioiiri tone in the couel udin;^^ woitls wliieli nnist 
at least liave j^iveu f'laueis all iftieasy twinge in aftei life, wdien he 
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tlioiiglit, it he ever tlitl think, that earnestly aiicl unsnccesaf \illy a^- 
lie had lahouied for yearis to wreak his ileadly iiitilice on Idastin^s 
anil linpey, he had left jS^uncoinar to die when lie eouhl have savetl 
liiiii with a word, itnd was as false and tieacherous to his friend as 
he wiis ])ersistent in his inaii^/iity it^ainst his enemies.'’ 

Tin* |>i*ay<‘r ot* .Xmicoiiiiir’s jaditioji to tlo" ( f o\ (‘rtior- 
( femoral wa'- “ t<^> i nt<‘ix*<‘(l<" with tli<‘ d mint's on yonr [>c‘tition- 
Ixdiair for a r(‘S|>itc‘ on siicli <*on d i tion as ini^lit lx* 

lh<ni;i,lit |)ro)x*r/' lla'-lin;_t^ ^n^;_:,e^t<*< 1 that tin* ('oiinoii 
^lioiihl <‘n(lor^(‘ tin* |x‘lition to tin* ('onrt. (x<‘in‘ral (da\a*i- 
in; 2 , and ( 'olonol ^Nfoiison ojipo-i*!! tin* i(l<*a. and tin* inatt<*r 
wa-' <lro|>|>c*d. "^hi-^ (*on t <*in j>t nou> r<‘J<*<*t ion h\ tin* inajorit\ 

ol tin* (-onneil, ol X in n,*oina r r* {x*tition to tln*in. forni" tin* 
sid)ji*<,*t oi sonn* stron/j^ hnt w <*1 l-d(-x*i*\ (*( 1 r(*inarlv'^ l>\' Sir 
dames Stc*|)ln*n : " ( )n tin* I ^t ol' ..\u;_!,n^t 1770 ," \vrit<*- In*. 

" they had it in tln*ir power to ^a\(* Xinu'omar's life* l)\ 
simply vutin^j, in their <‘apaeit\' s>l‘ a majoritx' of tin* ('ouneil, 
to send to t In* jnd;_:,(*^. in tin* nann* of tin* ( il o\ (*rnor-( TC*in*ral 

and ( 'o line i 1 , 1 1 n * h * t t < * r w h i<*h l^ a r r< ‘r hail ( I ra w n I f a t that 

tinn* tln‘\' ri‘all\' di<l lx*li<*\<* that In* wa- an innoe<*nt man, on 
tin* point of h<*ino Juilieially mnr(h‘i<*d, tln*\ made* lln*m^c*l \'<*-. 
ii\ tln*ir eondiU't, aec*om pi i<x*^ in tin* mniMl(*r which tlu*v Ix*- 
li< \<*<l to he in the course* of heiii;.; eommitt(*d." 

* ( du\a*rin;i;, ^loii'^on an^l l^^ranei- wt'rc* erin‘ll\' i n diffc*i*en t . 

'fin* petition w as not '-t*nt t>n to tin* d ud;_;(*> ; no r(*'^pit<* 
^\a- granted ; ainl on tin* dth of ^Vu_^u^t 177d XTuneomar wa- 
haunt'd. rin* (*xtli*me '->e\<'rity ol tin* "I'li t <*nc*(* has ina<h* 
Xnneomar, and will proha I )ly eont i n in* to mak<‘ him, an ohj<*et 
ol' ;j,<‘neral sym[)ath\'. Ft is impo^ — ihh* not t<^ a;^r(*t‘ with 
Macaulay. A s(*nt(*inM* falling- short of the c*apital would 
ha\e iommande<l uni\<*r'-al approval, for not onlv was tln'ic* 
no tlouhf ol Xuncomar s ^uilt in the c'a'^i* in wdiii*h he wa^ i*on- 
\ icted, hut no man could Ix* in w(>r-<* rejuitc* than In* \va-' a- 
to his general cluii'ac*ter and heha\'iour. Tt would ''(*<*m that 
in spite of this se\a‘rit\ -ol tin* si*ntene‘<'. tin* conviction wais 
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1 


ri*; 4 a r< i»M 1 with ;nn»r<)\;il h\' xarioii'- ol In tlm 

coiir^t* t)!’ »)iil\' four a « l« I w tna* j >r< ‘-t a 1 1 < a t tn tlio 

yj)^)P<>\)n^ot th<*irt*<»n<liu't. lli«' wa*' a<l<ha'‘''~-<Mlh\' th<' 

;i;ranil jnr\' to I i n | >< ‘ \- | m • I'-ona 1 1 \- :tho-o<-on«l wa '^^a I'^o a < h I 1 

to Iin|)«*v |n‘r^onalI\' !>% 10 u ro j )oa 1 1 « -a 1 1 i n 1 1 n ■ni'^ol \ c'-- “ tin' TitM' 

1 1 1 < * i’< ‘1 i a n t tr<‘(‘ nia rinoi*'', ami otlnM* i n 1 la I n t a n t oi tin* tt>\\n 

i>i' < ah-ntta tin' thiial wa- h\ \ -i li r<a' A nmaria n- 

ami a< l« I 1 to all th<‘ Jmli 4 <‘- : ami tlio ionrtli wa- -i^j^mal i 

ahout a ImmirtMl h‘a«lin;_t nati\ 0 '- oi* (’ahaitla ami tin* m*t^h- 
I )t > 1 1 r h o< )t h ln‘a<l<‘<l l>\ !N!aliara|a 1 1 hK i * n . 1 in* la^t achlio^ 

-lat<*- tliat tin* l<in;^ol‘ lOn^^lami lia- l\>rimal a m w law ; that 
tln'ir" In-art- w^'ia* tillo<l wiili \a»it>ii- hoiiht- < -om •< * in i 1 1 tin* 
ma n I n * 1 ' i n w 1 ii< • 1 1 1 1 H * m * w law w < n i h 1 o } >< * i a t < • . h n t I > n t I n i a 1 1 m * r 
in whioli it Inn I lx '<*11 a < 1 1 n i n i " t « * la *« i 1 1 10^0 thniht'- Inni lx ‘on r(‘- 
mo\o,i. ami <‘onlihomx‘ ami joN -pran- \\\> in oni ln‘ail-, ami 
w o ai-o tliorou-lil\ <-on\imt‘«l that tin* o<mntr\ will pro-poi*. 
tin* hah lx* pnni'‘ln‘<l ami tln**^oo<i h<* <*)n*ri'‘in‘<i . It w a not 

th<‘ inHu<‘m'<* <>1 tin* ( Onirt wlii<*li <‘li<*it<*<l tlii'^ a<l<lr<‘^'' oi tin* 
ii;ili\<> <*iti/a*n^. i\ 1 1 it w a ^ o\ or--lnn low <*< I l>\ tin* infim*m“<* oi 
tin* < 'ounciL I'In* aihlro-*-- ratln*j* ;_ia\<‘ *'lion;^th to a ( onrf 
la<*kin;j. inHnoma*. \\ itli la *i < • r< an *< • to it Imp<*\ \Niot<* : 

Tin- ;nl<lres-. fiointln* HiimIoom I la. innn innt> <,i>nhl 

<li \ Cl t fi oil) pro V 111 tin* sens.* .>! tin* nxt i vch in tins tow n, Imt it see ins 
,t IS si^ncl i)\ i>hnk banyans. Kn. i\ ^anticni.an wlio li;,s ixcii ii^ 
( alciulit wall inform > o*n loi .Ish ip t liat thci c is s. ai .a*l> one Himlooin 
tlic settlement except th^ banyans of tii-neial t'laveiinj^S I’.ilnnel Mon 
son and Mr. Kran< is, and one na med 1 ohmi nan t , wlio lias not huIi 
lilic d to lliat papei ( ossinant was one of llie«tirHt tliat proposed the 
address , lie liad afteiwaidsa .iispnle witli tlic ( ;o\ ei noi -< J eiiei a I and 
( ouneil aljout some allowame oi^ace.nint of a fai 111 asAviJl appeal on 
the leeoi'ds t»f tin* (’oniieil, ami de<-Iine*<l si^nin;^ tlie addie*HH. 

It would thn- appear tliat pui>li<- opinioin lOiiropoan a- 
well a" initi\<*, wa*' <*xpia*'"-<*<l in an nnini^takahlo w'a\' in tin* 
natnrt* oi a voti* oi eon iideiicn in tin* t tiurt. It i" \c*r\ 
likely that tin* ina. — **- of the* Himioo population were t*>pe- 
e iallv shoekod }»y the han a eon^pinuon- ]>riihniin, hnt 
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it f<r Ifc cJi'itr tliut nil citi/:rn>. iti whom th(' 

U^^nl ju>tici* ] trt'Muhnl ov<>r or/ir/* ^<mtini<'nt^ nml whohnd in- 
f f'/l i^(*n * ] lifllowi'il /h<‘ <>/' flw* trinl. 1o\ii1J\':u‘f‘(^]ft<'<I n 

I’f^'r-iilt which. ^il In nx'H t :i hl<\ file w* i’ctt(lcr('h i nc^ I tn h](‘. 

Thii^ cl(j^<‘il n cni i'i'v tit w hi<‘h thi‘ ^cnhithl hn^ h<'(m n n'nl 

f ‘1(‘ \ :it loll . If ^ ii nconia r an of > jc‘< *l oi i n [ ►a t h \ 1 o a n \' ( *Ia 

<>1 inon. il is l»i‘caii^c lio wa^^ lian;j^<*<l. .\ii<l "C'a lia^ a 

1 ‘riniinal nioi*<‘ l”ortnnat<‘. !l<‘ ln(>u;_Llit clia a^aiii'-t 

Slaliom<‘<l II(‘za Khan, ami llioM;_lh lhal lunl to 1 k‘ 

a<*<|uitt(Mi h(*<*au-<‘ iIh* ohar^<‘- \n <‘i<‘ j)r<>\<‘<l t<> lx* lal^t*. -ii''- 

]>i<*iou> im*n look<‘<i n|>nn tin* r<‘'«nll a^ |)i«M>r jM)^iti\(* of iho 
oori’ii pt ion of Ila^tin;^-. Il<‘ hron;^lit < 1 la ol corruption 

auain^'t H a '-l i luit thou;^h t h<‘ <‘\ i< huux^ in support ol‘ tluun 

wa-^ of th<‘ I < x ‘f »1 < ‘'-t . ami <*oin p<*t <‘n t jn(l;_t<‘'' to-<la\ look upon 
tluun a" wIioIIn' unfoumhxk Ila'^tin;^'' lia^ Ixxui pix'-^u imx 1 
to ]iaN<*, ^^ith a natural mali<*<‘. i n^t i^!.a t <x 1 ami ^ccux'tlv 
mana;^<xl the pro^txuition (►!' sh- anta;_ioni-t ami ac'cu^ci’. 
"riu* < 'hi<‘f •lu^ti<.*<‘ of tlic ( 'oui t \\hi<‘h tri<Ml him ha- Ixxui 
roumllv <*har;i<‘<l \Nith unfairm*-- on tmux* -u-pirion lor no 
otfuu- rca-on tlian that he wa- a frieinl of lla-tin;^-. Nun- 

eoniai’ ^^ith i m I i-er i m i na t < ‘ thre\N mml at nlan^. ami 

-onu‘lhin^ of it ha- -tuck to <‘aeh. I'oi him-elf 1 h‘ po-<.‘(l a- 
an injuiaxl innoetmt , am 1 th<‘ im*re <‘inpha-i- ami p<.‘r-i-t<‘n<-\' 

' <^l hi- prote-tation- ha\e in th<‘ <‘\ <‘- ol a ^<jo<l inan\' in\<‘-t<Ml 
hi- -toiie- ^^ith an air oi I r u t h f u 1 m * \\ hen. ho\\(‘\(‘r. h<‘ i- 

I 

ju<l;^<Ml a- he ^^a-. ami not a- Ik* oi’ lii- -(‘ii t i uk'Ii t a I eliampieui- 

/ ha\e ina<U‘ him oi»J to he. he cannot hut <*onu‘ to he reeo^ni^ — 

<*<la>a monumental \ ilia in. com pa re< I to nn horn ( (theo n.. ji 

simple citizeii and Titu- Oate-^^a man of honour. 




< iiAri'ini \'i 1 1. 


l.\>i I>vN- ()i IN r. i.i<' 1,11 1 Si,/. \\\i i.'^itir. 


X r i; K I 1 \ 1i;hI in m nP lln* 'TmIooIv of 

Hu'lnipur (\\ritt<‘n Jil-o I' i < I la | m i r. Inhajmr t»r Hit<'1iapni ). 

< )n th*' Itli oT .laiinai N 177 1. tin- Pre-nic-nl l;n<l l>fl*nr<‘ tho 
2l.‘> <‘oin- wlii^li wnr*- < i(‘l i \ <‘r<M ( to liiin N\' Xul»- 

ki-^<’n a- a l\<)\ah\. lia\iM;.i Ixoii lournl in that t a look. 

NN'a- oiai<‘ro<l tliat tln‘\ -lionhl Wo WoWnommI to tlio 'J'i<*a-ui'\ ot 
tlio Klial-a. ro-or\inLi -noWa- lia<l iho (aiio-l i n i j » i o«--. »n to Wo 
''O n t 1 1 < * n 1 ( ‘ to t h o <‘^1111 oi I ) i too t < ► I *- a ^ 1 1 1 < ‘ \ -oo i n o< I t < > Wo 

\oi\ aiK-ioni anW oniiou- 

In t W o -a m < ‘ \ o, n N 1 1 1 *k i - -‘on oH < ‘ t • * W I v . .”><»(» | » i < • I’a f i n 
ol' iWo SouWali l>a/<ii to Im- oonlmiH‘<l to Wnn in |»or]>otnil\ 

111 ' '-oli<*itoi| tW<‘ ii-«ial -anaW. It- fnmnia in tlio pfoNioil^ 
%(‘ai- \N a - Iv-. *J7)(L I'Wo Wa/ai^ <‘onti;2tntN lo tlio IWija- 
(IwoUniLi W<m-o ina'lo Wnn «lo-iron- ol tlio oianf. Imt it }ia«l 
In'on tlio < 11-10111 t<t !<‘t ilio Wa/ar- ol < alonlta l<n ono \ oa i 
oiil\ ,n tlio oo n I n I < ‘ n< 'll ion I ol t‘a<l) \«'ai. 'Fln^ Uaja*- |»ro- 
|)<>-al l<n I’ainnn;^ tin* SiniWaW l»a/ai in |>or|>o(nif\ \\a-aooo|)r- 
<‘<1. X<‘\t \ oa I oiH' IWiiilin Natli M it for wanfoil to o-taWli-h 

,1 ii\al Wa/ai on In- <»\\n ;^roiin«l a<lj<nnin;^ Sonl»ali l>a/.ar. 
Nnltki--on iiiado o<nn plaint. .Xatli !\Iillo|'- attonipt 

w a - r<»ilo<W llo lia<l <iWi,nn*‘<l n<> -ana<l lioin tin* lNa*-i<lonf. 
ami if N\ a - <*onirar\«a- woll to tWo uonoial M<^nlation- a- to 
tin- <'U-l<nii ol tlio iininti \ that a Wa/ai. hat. <»r ;.:anj -Iioilltl 
1)0 o- 1 a W1 i -1 1 < •« 1 without -mh .i -aiunl. X^ i Wl^ i --<*1 1 - polition 
ami t h o o r< I < • I' - | *a - - oi 1 1 1 h • roo n a i o i 1 1 - o i t o« I Wo h > w . ^ 

"f ' I * !'< n ' f I tf 1 1 ^ nn ttt tlf f •' •»( / (f t ,f ff 

\\ I f f I * I j t ! , f /tf "t t /» [)'<*: tn hf r I T 7 o 


ilia t< 'll* iw inj.C Ai/a** fiom N a W< >k i .- 1 m ■ 1 1 



Lha;/ l<a\<' n» lopio'^anl lliaL ifn; 4 liu Natli Mitta 
l)t*in;^ iwil <1 po-,!,!! towaicl.- iiio wants to iiiin Sonl>ali 

l>a/^<ii and t‘» i-^^ta Wl I'-li a in*\\ Wa/:ai on liis own ^lonnd 
adjoiniiiL; l*f tin* idln-i . I ha\ e Weoii t'ai tiiei foi- a lonp^ 
tiuio and am |>os.soK^.ed of % -annad in pei potnity. It 
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y<>\* will pleMHe to take the iiiiitter into consideration, you will find no- 
thing l>\it viciousness and erroneous conduct in Lviigoo JMitre. Some 
time ago Ram Rehaiy Sect whose land is near th(‘ hazar applied to the 
Superintendent of the ( -alsa for leave to estal>lish a bax.ar on his own 
ground. It was*^ not granted to him. The then Superintendent is 
now in ( 'alcutta. There are many peisons possessed r>f ground here- 
abouts. Should Rogonat succeed, all t1u‘se peisons will on the same 
prin<u])le apply. I thereftne re<piest that you will reprovt^ Rugoo 
^litre and order him to lay aside his project. 

'The President’s informati*>n thereon : 

Xubkissen lMahai*ajah made to me a legular complaint against 
Rugoo ]\litre, bef<U'e he ])referred it to the l><jaicl, my i n t eiferencc* 
alone liaving been b)und insufficient. < )n the rec^i]jt <»f it, knowing the 
eit‘ction of a ba/.ai' was conti-ary to tln‘ establisluHl cust<»m of the 
<()untrv until a sannad should first be obtained fiom < J oxeiTimen t to 
authoi'ist* it, f sent for Ragoo Mitrt‘ and enquirtsl th<‘ truth <>f tlu' 
circumstance which he conlirming and ]nomising to destia>\ it if I 
thought pi-op<*r to direct it, 1 gave him a \ erbal order to put it down 
immediately ; as he did not comply with this, Nubkissen preferred to 
tin- r>oar<l this representation. 

S 1<: N T [ M K V TS O !•' T UK. t '<) M M 1 11' K 

It is part leulai ! \ forbid bv the (lemual Regulations, and is con 
trai y to tin' custom of the <-ountr\ that any pel son shall establish 
bazjiis, hauts, or gunjes without saniiads fiom the Jhesidc'iit, and it 
seems from the vicinity <»f tin* situations of the Sobah lia/-ar and 
Rugoo M iti-e’s Inmse that m> ba/:ai- can be estalil islnd tlnre without 
prejudici* to the grant lately made by the ( loveinment to Xobkissen. 

' Agieed theia*fore that Rugot* Mitt<‘ bt' obliged to t*nti*r into a 

Mo< halaca to destroN the bai^.ar he has erected anti desist fi<.msnch 
undertaking for the fuluit*, anti <ndercd he or his vakeel dt> attend at 
the next meeting. 

/"J.rf/'tfrt from f/i*' J^rnr^rtO *ff o it trt- of /o'ffi of fort 

^ \V itlia niy tJm 177(>. 

d^he vakeel t>f Rugoo Metre attends the (’ommittee, being 

asked, if he has any sunnad for establishing a Ijazai', I'eplied he has 
not ; he is then made aetinainted with the tVimm i t tee’s l?esolution of 
the 7th ultimo and directed to give a Machalaka that he will not esta- 
blish a bazar without x>reviously obtaining a sannad from th)vernment. 

In 17 7 7 a <iu<.*stion arosO as to tin' pr<M*is(' limits and con- 
tents ofc* the A illaot. malial orante<l to tlic‘ Ita ja. In tlie 
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‘'aiiaiK it worthy of noto, Xiibki-'^OTi i- ih'-orihtal a^s ‘tlu' 
an<l powi'rfnl Mahara ja N^t>hk i""*'!! Bahailro.' I fi^a po- 
titioiK which wa" cf >i i -- i « h *r< m I in l><aaMiil><‘r 1 777. Nukki-'^cn 
'-tato<l that lie ]ia<l not hciai put i n j ) 0 '-''«‘-^ion id' Uain Iki/ar. 
Si)iil>a]i Ba/^ar. < ’liarh*-' Ba/.ar. Ba ji' Baxai* ami tin* ''a\cr oT 
Bau;^ Ba/ar. An ln<jnir\ wa- niatl<' ainl it w a I’ound tliat 
th<‘ la n < I- ren t " t >t l\ain Ba/^ar. Sou]>ah Ba/ar. (’harh"- Ba/ai. 
an<l Ba j<' Ba/.ai wcja* inclinhal in the inahal ol' Sookmtitt^. 

It wa^ (lc<*i<lc<l. lio\\c\<'r. that th<‘ ////untit <>f Ihain liaxar an<l 
Ba jc Ba/ar \\ a - to he < 1< ■< I n< • t < I t r< » i n. t h c t mt I * / u : it r r// to 1 >< • 

pail! h\' Baja Xul>k^^''eii a^ tli«>'-<* jj.rant'- wcr<* ''till f<» he h<'I<l 

h\ ( 'o"ijiaiil f l\a''Iii Nath : ami Banjo Ihiliiih [ Ihi f Biilliihli j 
I < po( • t i \ o I \ , ri 1 o I < ) I h > \\ i n 14 a r< ‘ t h o o r i i n a I pa po r-' 

<>i<leitMl that (In’ K «*''< . 1 1 j ( loi » Im* t i a 1 1 'tiu 1 1 t ta 1 te the Ivhalr'.i 

Nsitli fatlei-- t<> tile S I a pe 1 1 11 f « • iM ha 1 1 (onfoiin to it 

A I \ < ■< »r N< 1 1 ( lx t'.N » N I I I )i- r \ r I'M I'N r ), / >> < < m f >t >' \i\f h ^ 17 77 

( >i<lei ed t hat t Ih‘ Secret on ilo^i ppl V t o I 1 1 e Set i e t a i %• t o t h •* 1 'ah ' u t t a 

< 'om iin t 1 1 ‘e to know \s h el he I 1 1 le \ u III I Ida I V I *ei\va 1 1 iKth haK I aaa i deli 
\ ei ed t o < ’« >1 H 1 1 O p 1 >a-^-> foi the fa i III of pal t of the I I idj^eh'i* I )iHt rict ", 
if Ihijali Nohki''"eTi Iia" he<ai pat in ] "ihh) n of the lands oi <l<aed 

him 1>\- tlie l>(»aid. ami if he ha'^ rec«‘i\etl the Aninildai\’ Perwaimah 
In ea^e the I 'e rwM n n I h have not hetai de 1 1 vei e< 1 t o ( '< m d i op 1 >aHs a nd 

f hi ]a h Xohk I ""en, that he \s 1 1 1 1 1 n i ne«l la t e 1 v' older t h e i n t o 1 u ■ d ra w n out, 

"O (hat th«'\ in,l\’ he klld h.-t-ae the J^oai'd hefeue the\' hi e,ik n)> 

\ I \ < 'ol N * I r ( I J n\ I N I I I > K I'A R'r m k n i i, /)• , *•,,» hf I f >///, 17 7 7 . ^ 

head the follow in._r petition from Ihiiali N « »hk i n, delivered 
in h\ tin* ( o ^ <a nor-< haieral, to}.;ether with a Nhit«* from 
the I *i e-^iih ■ n t of t he < 'al< a 1 1 1 a < om in i ( t ee 
riMn"lation of a Petition from Ihijah Nh>]>k is»ien . 

'Tin < ‘ouij. il ha\ini4 heeii ^^laiioiisly ph'anetl to aj>pio\e of mv 

le.pn-'^t, the ^^eiitlenien of the < ‘oii i in i 1 1 t*e ^.-ent ei «l.iy frtn* 17 th <Iav 

of I)ee< inhei ) 141 anted me an oiah i of poaseHsimi undm Ku^^Ii.mIi -<|ona 
t a i e,-^ and tin* f^eal of tlie <'<*mpai»v. I htm Jki/wii. Smihali lia/Jii', ( ‘liai len 
l'»a/ar, Ihije iJaxai-, wdnkli have fi»*m of old heen andei' Sootalattv 
ami V n*h! a it*\'enue fjf ahont two tlioiisaml i ap<*eH, as ;i1ko the Hayei- 
of l>aa^ liji/iri’, wdiich is ;tt pit'".eiit tle-^ohite ami pH> s no jamma, hav'e 
not, ln>\ve\'er, he<*n inelmle<l in the ah<»\'e oT’<h*r ; ami I liav'e to pray 
tlieiefoie that oialei-.s ma \ he irivey (r* the t’oiimiittee t<j jnit me in 
po,^~.e^^ion of the--.*;; mahal't a 4; 1 e^^ihl e to the tx*iiii.s of my i’ef|af*Ht 
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N'otk l iioM >Iii. Ilt>rjMt:. 

Xo j'HK lIox’iiLr. "VVaiiukx 11a«ti>'cj.s, JOsq., 

(jt o cc)' itui'-fJ € ite rtt f , 

TCon’hll. ►Siii, 

l^poii im^uiry I tin4 tiiAt tlie IaiicI roiit^^ ul Xvaiii Soobali 

13a /AT, CliAile;^ J»A/.ais anil llajo I3a/^af (bc*iii^ a ^uii^e j^iaiited. t<j* 
IvajaH Raiije J3ulliib) aie iiiclud.e<l iiiicler the >labal uf Sootaiiooty. 
Annual lve\'enue : 

r»<j<i Soobah J3a^at\ held bv sunnatl to Nobkiwsen. 

7<XJ ... Ivani 13a/:ai-, do. d«^. < ossinauL. 

bTjO (1184) ... IJhailej^ 13a -^a i , faiined out annualJy by the 

( binpan^-. ^ 

ir>0 ... Ilaje JL3a/:ai\ held \*y sunned to Rauje JJulliib. 

X undei'rttand li*oin ^N^obki'^sen that he wants tt) have the fixed 
lents of the thiee bazars held by sunnad as above to be paid to him, 
the sunnads to continue as heietofoie. A l.so that the .piinina ol (.^liailes 
13azai- should be comprised in hi.s ^rant. 

L am, NN'ith lespect, etc., 

(Sij.5ned) J. tionMi:. 

LO^/t JJccfJnibcr 1777. 

.Voiced that the Calcutta Committee oi lve\ enue be written 
to a.s follows ; — 

To Mi:. John lionMio, 7Vvc>«CvC, dc., rrocm^jiol Cijatujil Jt AV- 
> euac VLt Oulcatt^A . 

ti KN 'I’LK^IKN, 

.\s we understand that Flam 13azai and Ivaje X3azai‘ aie in- 
cluded in the mahl of Sootanutty, lately ^^raiited to Xlajah 
>7obkissen, we direct that you deduct the amount of their juiiima 
from the mal j^az.iiriy to be paid X>y Xlajah >r«jbkissen, as these gi’ants 
must still be held Iv' Xlajah llaje X3ullub and tbssinaut, who have 
.sunnuds foi- them, and who must pay the lent of them direct to 
Ooveiiimeiit. 

W'e are, etc. 

Ko HT \V' 1 n L 1 A M , 

The \Oth JJeceniber 1777. 

Xn the list of a mil natntis before thef ommittee on the 

2:ird (Jetober 1 777, liy tlie President, Nnbkissen is tlescribed 
as Zemindar of Hunehapore. And in a list of i>erwanas to the 
talookdai^ of the Zilla Calcutta, laid before the Coniiiiittee 
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on 24 tIi < >i*Toh<‘r 1 777. NnKki^-on t:tlo<>k<lni' 

ol* ^l:ihin<l«n*|)or«*. • 

In I77N th<‘r<‘ \\ to -<*t it|» ;i ri\:il In'u 

in Sonta n 11 1 1 . 1 Ih*n' w <*r<* mack* l>\»;iii i n fl in ai t Ta 1 ;_i«‘n t In ma n . 

M atlan I)iitl. ami a <*< >m | »a rat i \ <‘l \' i litM n t |M*r'-on. *1 

inoliiin Soornn. I»ut artmnpt'- al-o railmi. 'Tin* oi iLiinal 

|>a|><‘i*«- in rlii’- c'a^n arn ratlmr l<»n^- ami timx max Im* to 

'iju^ak l'<»r tlmm-nlxn-. 

li//# .\/>/'^/// /*/’/• ITTn 

A 

'l'«» Till: IloN laa W'xniiKs 1 1 v«t i s« , 

( /' H • >r - ( » t ^ . A->‘ , \/<- m h>' r < > > / //#>/> f>Jt r/,, 

rin* iluinUlt' I’ntitmn of liiijali 
Xatx* K 1 if-hna. < ’al.iit t a I n 1 la \ »i t a 1 1 1 

li r M lilA Sli KSV h I'll 

That til tin* N'llla;:;** of Sootahitlx llant ainl lia/.ai tln*i«* sva-t fo» - 
iii«*ilx- a Modii^h Kl;^ah (a |ila«i* \x ln*i o tin* Mooiiinai ni L;«‘m*ia), m- 
halataiit^ of ihi-^ *<«*t t i«*iin-iit . ii>%«*<l to » to \x<»r*>)ii|> o\«*i \ \ **ai ^ om* 

Mailaii l>nlt of lak-utta 1>\ '^ol^n* iiinaiix oi otlna' | liiiit^*‘lf 

of tin* -4anl liliifali wifliont litxiin^ oIitaiin*<l an\ |>attah'^ fioni tin- 
( 'o| I <*(■(< »i « fOn -«• f< a t 1 1 n I »la « « *i j » i xa* i njf a n \ at t nn t loii t o t In* I .a xx '^ 

< »f .M ahoiiiod. 'Tin- ~^anl Ma<lnii l>iitr xxi’li a \’n*x\ ti> Ins oxx-ii t*iin>- 
lunn*flt'^ haxa- oi<-«t<-<l «>n t I n spot of oiotincl a in-xx lta/,ai xvithoiit 

aiitliorit v xx'liicli lia/ai L^ioatlx iii|iii‘«*<l tho ia*nts of x oar l\*tition- 
t'l'X l>a/ai and haat of S^otanlo<ax* \'oui i *f*t i t i oin* i tindiii;:^ hiinsnlt 
thus injai«*<l noniplainnd to tin* <‘al<'iitt;i C V>ni in i 1 1 i*c% xx'lio wnr<- 
plnaso<l to or<lnr an ainniin ami foai pn<^>Ms xxatli ^ ]>arxvannah to dn- 
st roy tin* HJiiil in*x\" Iwiz-.a!- lint tin* said Al;id;in l>ntt and liis pno pi.* 
paid no att.-ntion ♦*itln*r to tin- parxx-an nali oi tin* aininirt ami pnoiis 
l>at l>«*at and di'oxa* tln*in axxax' Sim*n xxliicli In* tin* saitl Madan linit 
.*sntl>l i.sli.*d on tin* s;\nn* s]>ot a m*xx hint xx’haih p^rnatlx' pr<*j mli<<*il tin* 
MaIj'axairy of Sootanlooty liants and l>a/ar, tin* i.*nts of xvlii.-li 
formei l X' amounted to tin* sain of ri.-^oO rap.*»*s as x\ i 1 1 app.*ai hy t In* 

1 'ollotitoi' s liooka 

*Vls.> tin* Sal>ii.h lia/'iai' in tin- l>istri<*tH at ^:>of>tan l.>.>ty Ix-lonpj t.* 
tin* 'i'aloi.kda l y of yoai j>i*t i t ii>m*i- ;^oai I**-t i t ioin*i- hax'in^ lia<l t In- 
Sabah liaz^ii sannnd from tin* f iovorniiient Krantod him a Jontr tiiin- 
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ago in perpetuity. Now one Juggomohan Sooree, finding Madan 
Dutt ^ad taken such steps of erecting bazar and hauts of his own with 

impunity, raised a body of sepoys with hrelocks and bayom ts and 
by force of arms erected a bazar in the main road, whi<di is als<^ under 
your petitione^'^s talook and" in his golah harry' by which your l^eti- 
tioner is greatly prejudiced and sustains heavy losses. 

Vour Petitioner has heard that it has been represented to the 
CVouncil by the bazar people that he has ma<le uncustomary collections 
f.^om them. This is utterly void of truth, as will a,>pear from the caboo- 
liets of the people to whom he rented the tobacco and betel leaf mahals, 
and if on enquiry it should appear that he has received anything 
beyond what has been usually paid for the thret^ years prior to the 
date of his grant, your Petitioner is ready to forfeit three times the 
value agreeably to the tenor of his sunnud. d^he shop-keepers and 
bazar people are poor ignorant men who know not how to write, and 
the petition given in their names is well known to have been fabri- 
cated by Madan Tlutt from motives of enmity to your Petitioner, 
thereby hoping to avail himself of necessary time for emiuiry into this 
circumstance to establish his own bazar and hauts. The bazar people 

and shop-keepers recpiest permission to erect a new haut and bazar; 

this has never hitherto been permitted to the prejudice of the 
established ones. If they were dissatisfied with coming to your Peti- 
tioner’s bazar, they ought to go to other established bazars, in which 
case your Petitioner could make no objection. 

Vour Petitioner therefore now humbly requests that the Ilon’ble 
Board will be pleased to depute an ammin to the !-.aid old haut and 
bazar of Sootanlooty to examine the shop-keepers and bazar xieoples 
on oath, when should it be found that he has over collected anything 
he is willing to repay it three times. Your Petitioner further reipiests 
that people on the part of Oovernment may be sent to destroy the bazar 
and hauts newly er-cted by Madan Putt and Juggomohan S.>oree as 
likewise that Negabans may be .stationed to prevent the re-establi.sh- 
ment of this bazar and hauts, as also to prevent any further disputes. 

And your Petitioner as in duty bound 
shall ever pray, &c. 

The gentlemen of tire Committee having on a former occa- 
sion defined and assisted the rights of government, it may not be 
improper to annex to my representation, the formal decree on whic i 
the prayei of my Petition is grounded to shew the equity of such 
prayer and that I am warranted in making it by the usage of the 
country repeatedly and foWHy declared by Oovernment. 



Mattarajah Ni'BKISSKX Bahaiu-r. 
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r*Il OCK K r> I N o s . 

To ]Mr. .loliN’ Kv’KRYN-, 

r* tif tfi*‘ ( 1 f >t t f 1 1 > i)i u\ * 1 1 

i T K. N T r. K M K X , 

l^^i;olo»e(l wo transiinit yoti tii*' <M>py of a ]>otition wl»iol» Raw 
totl to nsi in l>r*half of Rajah Xohk i'-ison. 

\Vt^ (hvsii'o yon will rofoi- to out* foi inoi* oi’tlor.s on this snhjoot, and 
we lecoininend it to y<^)iR if yon liavo not already derided upon th;#t 
lefertnue, to sninnion ^^a^lan T>nrt t<» shew eause why von sliali not 
]>i<>eee<l to the abolition of the ha^'ars ei*«‘eted l>y him, and if In* ean 
]>rodn<*e no authority foi' them, they ninst he abolished. 

^Ve are, t?ve., 

(S <1 ) Waiuikv II . ^'INOS. 

(S«l.) R. f'RANeis. 

(S<h) Kl>W. \VlIKT,KH. 

Po[’.T W IRF.I \M, 
y/re (>^/f , Vo ITTH. 

To Mi:. I^dw \ki> <fORnivo, 

/*/v'vzVA///, f for t Dirisifoi rtf 

< - KN ri.KM h.N, 

We hav«* 1 s-ee, vod \ onr loiter of the IGth ultimo, a<‘Ooinpany in/^ 
\ our procoe<li n ‘_cs on the snhjf«*l of tin* eomplainls of Raydi Nohkit<Ht-n 
a'_;ainst Madan l)ntt. 

We have in c on^oz j neii<e resolvn*<l to alK>lislj the ha^.ar ere<*ted 
hy -Matlan l)titt and wf^have issnetl our iust rint ions for this purpose 
to tin* Snperinti inlent of The Khalsa R4*corfls. 

Wt^are, *S:e., 

(S<|.) W'AIlFtKN I I ASTI NOS. 

(S<I y Ifr: / >. liAMtWKJ.i., 

(S<l.) I*. Fran< IH. 

(S<l.) Kf>WlJ. W'llKI-Kli. 

Fort WiiauAM, 

77/ze 8//- *fu/inc(rj/ 1771). 

Mr, \’an-itfiirt- Minut<* on tin* Bazni' i- soin(*what 
tedioii-ly lono, hut it contain- niaii\^ points of' o^^neral and 
!iist<>ri<* inforost and ina\ , tln*r<^*oro. Iff* ins<‘rt<*<J. 



144 


IjAST IJ)AYB of IjTFK ;SEZAWTTT.SHTP- 


2klR. Vansittart’s MixufK. 

A-ri the dispute between Itajah I^obkissen aiul Moden l>att has 
not only long employed the attention of the C^onimittee, hut a1s«. 
engaged the no^dce of the Bpard who hav-e issued to us repeated 
orders on the subject, I think we shall besl discharge our duty and 
fulfill their expectations by presenting it in every point of view and 
discussing the varir^us objects, which are contained in its compass, ft»i 
it is not a concern which atl*o<ds only two indiv^iiluals, but invol\ e>> 
public and political questions, which grt atly interest and merit the 
consideration of Uovernment. It is our duty to explain and the 
province of a superior i>ower *o iudg<s assisted by such infoi matimi as 
we may be able to supply. 

1 shall record my opinion, pia viously to the general ies<>lutn>n 
of the Committee, that it may 1 h‘ mort‘ * • unpact and full than any 
which £ could poasibly blend with the -.tmtiments of the i>ther memhers, 
however unanimous we might be. 

In order to make the subject entire, 1 must unite the two points 
on which we have received th<‘ orders of the Boaid. The first is, 
Bajah Nobkissen’s complaint against ^loden l>utt for erect ioLC a baxai 
in Sootanateo without the sam‘tion of ( Tovern imun , ami b\ this 
unauthorised proceeding injuring a puhlit* baxai wiiieh he (baiali Nob 
kissen) holds in its vicinity by virtue of a sunnud. I'he ^e. ond m 
the complaint of the bthbeezairies oi* hucksters of ( almtt.i against 
Bajah Nobkisseii for exacting luoro than t lu' authori^tsl ilntie-^ and b\ 
his'^ppressions necessitating them to <pn't bis talook 

With respect to the first complaint Moden I )utt ha-, dennal that 
he lias erected a ba^vii*, alU'ging that the t<*st of a hax.ai is the eolleo- 
tion of duties and making the weights and ^vj'h s, m itluu <»f whu h lu- 
has over practised, but has taken ground r**nt. 

To tli'uv tlie rigJit of Covernim-nt to establi>ih puhlic hai'.ai s, m 
to deprive it of part of the resoun es which qualify it t«> x>eifoiin the 
functions of J.upremacy by conti-olling and protecting it^ subjects and 
providing for the exigencies t»f tln‘ State. 'r<» dtmy the exeliisi\e 
privilege of public l>i\zai*s, i« t«» frust rate this light of (Toveinment ami 
-to" €:omtllit injustice towards the talookdai oi' faiunei's to whom tin.*' 
faith of Qovernment is pledged and who is promoting in a suhonlinatt* 
'ea||||MBity the public good. To tu-ect a private baxuii* is m>t only to 
cr^ie all the evils suited in the foregoing proposition, but to destroy 
of iTTOvtu ninent aiul to as.sume t ht‘ powei s whii-h it d»*h - 
l^tea to others. 
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If iiooK W ri£(ht of Oovenumettl; force of it V»e bo 

‘ a3fc^n§^ M to bo i5^Jb J>y tKe itidivi<iaiU wlio is l^OW of 

er^^cteH CpfrtyoAe , ebiil I person bo^ to 

ix]d^i;«afp mbtle reMg^xuim t ^ idTowevei^ 1 will oxMaiM ' 

. tl^ beto prodocad. The drst^l* ttet Modeb 

hmm <mly ttikiem ground rent. 

A spot of ground, before almost, if not entirely, uninhabited, 
becomea on a sudden a public mart, and is crowded with those very 
persons who used to resort to the p^blie bssar held by Bajsh Kob^ 
Vtitsen. The iparket days are observed, j^jah Nol^tSSSn*s basar 

* aikl hhuts of Bootapi^k^se have be^ desolated. * 

This is Incontrdvertlh^ evidence tbat^ldoden Thitts basar is 
used instead of BajaJ^hi^iseen^s, that it is f r e qu ented by the same 
peraons, and that it has been so effectually approx>riated to the same 
purposes as to render the other useless. 

Mowever^ Z Shalt oonsider the distinction pointed out by 
Moden ZHitt that he has only received rent,.^ |p^her words, X will 
endeavour to mark the Hmlts which divide the natures of dwelling 
houses and marketa Z think it s*ay be admitted tliiat the tenant of 
a dwellinjf house may sct Up a shop in it and maintain himself 
by his sales. I would admit also iliat three or four or more dwelling 
houses of this kind might be collected together and would not be 
taken notice of. Hut should an individual step forth, and encoufUga 
the tenjiiits of publii* ba^^ars to rel i ntj u isli ihe protection of Qo vern *• 
ment and plac <5 themselves under his j>atronage ; should he a s e ig n 
them ground and exempting them from duties, charge With 

house rents which will be proportionably enhanced, as tlUr bazar 
rtourishes, will the (xovainment tamely sufTer such an injury, alarm- 
ing in its immediate coiisef\uences and more dangerous in its future ? 

There are various kinds of markets in this town, a bakkr hlOUe, 
which is open every day, and a haut is frequented on particular daj^. 
There are two kinds of shop-keepers in the bazars. The i^ioodies who 
keep a .shop in the houses, in which Uhey reside, and the tahbuzarries 
who expo.se their goods on stalls or in temporary ^shops in the day time 
and return to their own houses in the evening ; the utmost indul- 
gence, to which an individual can have any pretentions, is to let hia 
ground to nioodies, who are his tenants in the same manner aa any 
other |>ersona who may inhabit his houses. However, Ok>vernment 
niay certainly restrain such shop-keepers, should they increase ; 

great a number and injure the revenue, eparticularly if 
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one f;eneral tandlord an.l x.atron, a^, no individual has a 
to convert to Tiis own use, or to suppress the duties whi. h appertain to 
tJoveriiinent. Hut the tahbiizarries are to be reearded in a very 
ditferent lif^bt. They come to a spot of around appropriated to the use 
of a market and with no other intention than to vend their articles 
which are usually of a perishable nature and must be sold within 

the tlay, svich a>s tish, tSct*. 

imblic baxar^ ait* ho necD^^Haly that lluy claim tlu‘ cart‘ ol 
(Government. M’licy should not be left to ebanct^ or to tlu‘ plca.~,nit‘ ot 
indi vidualH, but (b»vernment slmuUl pro\ i<lc them and plate tlnin 
*^ulatit»n. The ea^^e, nay the vuy t^xisteiice of tin* 
un, as they eireulatt* tin* con \ enit‘net‘s and 
necessaries of life thiou ghout the ctmntry. 

I wish that the customs t.f baxars had be«*n more full\ t*\plain<*d 
in the answei’, which has Iksui deliveis'tl by the tanoneot \\ i ai < , 

however, informed tliat the duties are at hr.^l lixt>tl and tannot b.* 
alterial afterwards. l>>ut 1 ]^re^.ume, although it is not expressed, that 
tlu‘ lule fot‘ tixing them is tin* custom of the spot, which \'arics in 
evei-y \)art of th(‘ pi*o\inci‘s. 

'Idle tahbuxavries ix'late some ci ren ni'-t a n cos pis u 1 1 a i to ('ahutta, 
which do not apply to bax^irs in other placc*s, su< h a^ the .* ^t abl ;^h n n* n t 
of tlu'Chistoin House, t he a[ )poi n t nnm t of Nc*g.tbanns, Oxc. 

A nation gradually establisliing theii intlm-ine, and (*\el*i-^ing 
authority under various foi ins, may ha\ e ei*ea teal ehan ges, I mas sa\ 
some confusion in the ])iincipal s<‘at ot tlu*ir ii'.sidc* net * b\ blending 
customs and acting at ditlereiit time's from ditVen nt principh -, our 
I'ecaucls givc‘ us no insight into the IJegulations ot the ( u^^tom llou-vc, 
noi* are thc'V eif any importance*. We* are* to toe»k to the* pre^e'iil s\^^te*m 
of letting the baxars to farm whieh ee >m me* oce'il fiom the* la-^t e h.inge, 
and e*stablishc*d eluties, if none* ^^e*le* colhctecl before*. 'Ihe* baxnrs 
have yielded a re*\enu<* to <;ove*rnment a ml t h e d u t ie*s h a ve * foi m e*d 
the as.sets which have* enabled the farme'is to fuHdl their engage*me*n t 
The dutie*s are m^w a custoinar*' brane h ed' the re*venue*, and the* 
collection of the*m is authoiixe'd by the* prac tice in all other parts 
of the <‘OLinti‘V, as wc*ll as by the* incre*ase* e>f population and \\e*rilth 
which so amply supplies Calcutta with the* means of paying them. 

A market is a t^lae*e where authority mu^t be e*xe*rci^e*d to regu- 
late the weights and .scale's, t<» pre*se*i \ e* oi*dt*i', and to alloid piotection 
to the* pe*rsons who fieepie^nt it ; can ^AUe*h autluuity e*xist i ndepeiident - 
Iv of the^ ( G ov^ernmc'nt * rdode*n l>utt argue*s that the* as-,e*mblage of 


-ht 


und<*r prope'i 
pe'ople, de'pends upon the*! 
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in lii'^ i^ioinul i-s n<>t .i tlnn*' ,iit‘ no oiVnH'r-^ of tht‘ 

niai kt*r, and l*o«an--«‘ no mark i'-. atkixtal to t !\«* wanLcht^ ami •^nalo'-i. 
lUlt It IS not .1 plain inf»r«‘n<i‘ from tht"-i‘ pia-inist^^ t liat a markiM 
oii^lit not to l>i* ontrii'.tod to an indi\nlnal who <annol --talion in it tin- 
‘►ffictn's iit'cnssai s to ia\LCnlat“ .ind fontiol Ti. 

A talookdar i-. drpondant npoi; tin* < J ovt*rn m<‘nt whirh i-aii liv 

oi* it*du<o tin* flutn-', l»ni .an tin- < i o \ m n n n* n t tiv <.r itslm-t.* thi* rnnt 

whi\h an indi\idual to fioin hi-^ own t«‘nant:^ '' 'Tin* truth 

of tin- a-^-^«-ition <.f th.- X'aknnl of tin* Modnn l)utt nannot hn <h*nin(T, 
that a pm > n ha -- a i i Lch i to lot h i i^roii n d f oi tin- i m >-^1 In* ran 

'Ndiat tin-n will rn^m- I i om tin* tohaation «>f '-inh ha^at'^ '' Tin' ]>nh 
hr ha/^iT'-- will h.- d«‘^.»Iat<-d and tin-ii rr\.nnr rnliri*I\' lo^^t , thr 

1 nha hit a n t who ha\r l^-< n n'-<‘<l t*. «lrp«-n<l np.ni 1 hrin h n pro\ i-x i o n 
'' i 1 1 h* • h • t t at tin- i u « 1 . \ ot I n d I \ 1 d na h, who a rr p ropr i r t < n s of 

i; roll n d \\ ha t th '^t u 1 ha n ^ will a i i • h. - t w rr n la in 11 n > 1 dr > ho w' 1 1 1 

inutuall\ opp.ix- ra< h (.tln-i ainl vonn tinn--. usr forrr to ^npfxnt tln*ir 
1 (.'s j >r « t i \ r ha / a t I’li < « \ 1 1 w 1 1 1 hr -^1 1 1 1 r rra 1 1 -r if a po w’ri f n 1 ina n 

''honld a«(piiir an rxt- imi\. inthn-inr, oi a ninnhrr of inmi slnnihl 
( oi n hi n r to r n i n 1 1 t 1 n • 1 1 m. - 1 \ t --- h\ ^ oppi r -^si n^ I h r i i f <* 1 h > w - n h ) <*<-( ^ , 
an inroiin* ini-^ht ltiosn tioni tin* -pods of tin* ahoiishrtl dutirs ot 

< io vrrn nn-nt , undri' tin- nainr « >f imt t.) an amount ronsidt-rahl \ 
ahn\*r thr dutn*s. dhr shop krrpris .an ha\'r no i«‘nn-d\’ rxc-rpt 
from rhan^in^ their sitnatn>n ainl piivatr inthn-in-r oi < om hi nat ion s 
nii^^ht <!<*]>! iv<* t!n*ni of that 

I <annot av<)id t a k i n lc not n r of an a i t t**i-ation in tin- s*‘r-ond prti- 
tion ..f thr <h*kainlai- In thr tii^t thr\ .style themselves / /f h/t -</ I'rifM 
.iinl >‘i\ ////// /,'/.> / ,t , ,, ./ w/ f < < / f < / 1 rf , i f f'f ,, 7 / t ff Hfj /'( i / ft<t {/ /'M iff 

4 ,•> />'/'/> /r//r //. f /f ' > rr> 7 ff/,,f //-ff/f ^//<f H. In tin* 

-rrond p. titi<.n thr\ -t \ ir •hr m-rl \ r^ <h,kainliirH : and in the petition, 
whi.h tiny drli\«-ittl to thr I ioai d, shop-k »*ep€*rH. 1 an i i n rl i ne<l t o th i n k 

tin- . han.u:^ ''a- MU^r^n--tr<l to thmi, as it a^^rees w«h the means whicli 
have hrrn Iliad'- u-r<»f^tr» piovr tlmt tin* Mhop-kt*t*pt*iH in AJaclan l>utt'H 
oiouinl air ir-idt*nt- and not ^ * 

Anothrr airummt adduced by tin* dokandars is, that there aie 
man\ ]uivatt* ha/uai s, ddn- interposition of tiovernnic^nt therefore is 
thr nnar nerr--ai \ to snj^pre.sH the evil in tlie pre-^ent instance, as the 
aholition of all otln-i- ]>ii\ate hazars will follow, whenevc*r tin* talook- 
clais r»i faimeis who -.ntt^-r by them shall lod^e complaints. 

An argufiient latrly adduced by ^foden Hntt is, that some mer- 
chants wdnj reside in the baxwais have settlec^some Hhop-ke€*per.H undei 
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A.rn.tK>ali, anil toT propose some means of 1 iquiclatinj^f the same, also 
directing us to enquire and report to you who had charge and manage- 
ment' of the collections of Amhoah during the period of Rajah Noh- 
kissen’s security ship 

Tn reply th your directcons icKpecting who had the charge and 
management of the collections of Aml><»ah duiing the period of Itajah 
I>fol 3 kissen’s securityship, we must observe tluit we are wholly igno- 
rant to what pericjd the said securityship extended, but we have learnt 
fi'om an exam i nati<.>n of I^issenram IVIetre [ ? -flitter]) that he, Ixisseii- 
lam JVletre, has liad the entii*e management of the collections at 
Ariiboah from the commencement of the Bengal yeai* 1183, when 
Nobkissen became security, to the present time ; that by order of the 
late Rii-nny of Aniboah, until the time r>f her doi^th, which happened on 
the 20th Augun 1184, he l emi tted the amount of the collections, except- 
ing the Raniiy’s expenses, to Rajah Nobkisseii in ("alcutta, and after 
her death and by ordei- of the piesent Ranny of Burdwan, he remitted 
the collections in the same manner dui ing the remainder of the year 
1184 ; and that, duiing the whole late year 1 185, he remitted the 
whole of the collections to the Ranny of Bur<lwan ; and he avows 
himself solely a servant of the two Rannys.’’ 

^^uHlviss<Mi ill coiis<‘<[iioiic*(* <)t bis nbility and spi'cial ex- 
I )(.* rioiicu * of flit‘ affair'^ of Riiialwaii wa*^ appointiul to tlio 
►Sozawiilslii p oi’ control of tin" ol that district in 

17t50. The old Itani of^ ^nibooah di<‘d in 177 7. The lady, 
who was Idani on the occasion of ubls.is*-i‘n s a[)})ointnient 
as Hezawiil, and who was mother of the infant Raja, put 
every obstacle in IS^nbkissen's way, ami sti'ingont nieasnres 
hi^d to be taken to enforce her obedi<tnct‘ to order-^, as the 
following; yjaper will show - 

^ At/f August 1780. 

T1 le Boai’d Liking into consideration the petition of Raja 
IS'obkissen and the report of l!ie JSuperintendent of the Klhalsa 
Records thereupon — 

Resolve, that whereas Rajah Nobkissen was furnished with a 
perwannah from Oovernment to the Rajah and Ranny of Burdwan, 
directing them to act in concert with him as Sezawul for the year 1187, 
in farming the settlement of the current year, making the collections, 
&C,, her refusal to proceed to Burdwan, her not permitting ISTobkissen 
to see the Rajah, and lu-r sending for the iiemindary officers from 
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Burtlwan to are aels of direct disobedieift e af\d eontiiniacy, 

and detrimental to the authoi’ity <»f < iovei*nmi*nt. 

That tlie delay whii^h occasioned hy this disobedience ii^ liold- 
iii^ the ^lofiisil Pooneah anti inakiiiL!. the collections and i‘einittances 
of the revenue^ is not onlv attended wit^i « 4 rt‘at prese*t inconvenience 
to 1 hjvenment l>y retarJinj^ the |>ayment of such jwiit of the pid>iie 
I'evenue as luis bet'onit* due, but may eventually be tht* cause t>f actvial 
lt>»rt to < J o vei*nmen t . 

'^riiat it is highly incumbent on the lioai'd, not tjiily to bikt* t‘t1ec- 
tual measures to prevent the above conseq iiences, but to support thtnr 
aiithoiity in the prt'sent insUinctc 

A^retal thtu efoi't* that the Suptu i ntendtm t of tin* Khalsa Jtec<»rds 
be tbieetcd t< ► pit»eeetl i innuaiiately to Ikiusbaiiah, and that the 
Se;^<iwul do accompany him thither. 'I'hat he i*ead a^ain to tin* Jiauny 
of lhn <lw;in the pi*i wannah a]>p<untin^ the* Socawal, ami e.^piire her 
nniue<liate ret\n n t<» lluidwan with the Ihijah and xemimlai^r olVnauK, 
ami that sht' oivi* an a.ssura ic** that she will punctually obey the 
P>oard's orders contained in the perwanna relating to the ap]>oint- 
ment of tlu‘ Se/.awul. 

'Phat in case of her lefusal tfo comply with these oiders, or shew- 
ing? iny tendency to evadi* them, the Superintendent do then peremp 
toi ily insist on seeing the Hajah of Hurdwan, and acquaint him that 
the B<.»ard have thoujrht proper on account of tin* contumacy shewn 
by the Ibin ny, his niothei , and hei' l efusiil to yieltl t<» obt*dierK*c? to t heir 
ordei’s, to divest her of all authority ami ^control in the iiiana^enien t 
of his /'emindary. 

'Phat he is rt*quii’ed by the < 2o vernoi -< oMieral and ( ’t>uncil to pro- 
cc*ed to Burdw'an to take upon himself the charge and tnana|^einent^ 
of the ^.emindai’y and ♦<> make the collection of the revenues in con- 
pinction with tin: Sex^awul of < iovernment, and in the manner i>oi*lted 
out in his perwannah, and to ap|K.»int proper officers to conduct tin? 
business of Ilia zemindarv' in liis owm name an^ independent of the 
Itanny. • ^ 

That th«» Superintendent of tl«» Klialsji, llecords pi’oceed with all 
possible expedition >vith the Itajah to Burdwan, and on hia arrival 
there, proclaim the Bajah’s authority over the jirovince, re<juire him 
to ap|>oint proper officers for the management of the buaineas of the 
zemindary, to hold tfie Alofusil Pooneah, and make the collection in 
conjunction with the Sezawub 

That the Superintendent be empowered to call on the (Jommand- 
ing Officer at Ohandernagore for ftie assii^Aance of an oflScer with two 
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or three companies of sepoys, if he judges it necessary, to attend 
the l^jah to Burdwan, as well to prevent any insidious attempts on 
his pel-son in the way thither, as to announce his return and the 
authority vested in him with greater dignity to the inhabitants of 
the province. ' " 

That the necessiiry orders be given to the C oiniuanding Ofticer at 
Chandernagore in consequence of the preceding resolution. 

Nubkisson's adniinistrat ion <lnrino the tir>t year of Ins 
was roinarkably siicces-^f ii 1 . Ht- inanagod tho colloc- 
tion of the revenues so well that In- paid tin- demands of 
(drovernment in advance without any trouble- or e-inbarra-s- 
ment to the Boarel. Tt wa<, tln-r<-fore. determiin-d that he 
should continue in the othc<- of S<-za\\ ul for the m-xt year. 
On this occasion also hi- pow<-rs wc-re- (h-fiin-d and 

t-nlar^ed and ste]>s taken to hel]> him in tin- dut* di-ch<ii^'t 
of his duties. The following documc-nt be-ais te-timony to 
his services and throws light on the situation of affairs at 
liurdwan at that tim<^. 

20^// Jamtartf^ 1781. 

Bead again the ►Superintendent <->f the Khalsa’s letter under 
date 26th of August last, entered in consultation the 12th of Sep- 
tember. 

The Board taking into consideration the subject of the al>ove 
petition of Bajah Nobkissen arc of opinion that the Bhanee has 
acted very improxierly in taking away the Bajah, farmers, or public 
servants at this season of the year, and during the heavy collections, 
without the smallest intimation given to Go , eminent or permission 
received from them. 

That the absence of the Bajah and public ofheers at this time 
from the Sudder C»itcherry of the district may not only e«)ntribute 
to prejudice the collection, but to spread an unnecessary alarm 
amongst the inhabitants of the d strict, and induce them to leave 
their habitations and neglect the culture of the lands for the future 
year. 

That at the present crisis, when Bengal itself may become the 
seat of troubles, and when this < Jovernment will have occasion for 
itll their resources, it behoves them to take special care of the 
revenues of so valuable a province as Burdwan, amounting to neai 
40 lacks of rupees, and thaj the continuing the management to the 
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Rhanee, a woman, and maintenan^o <>f hei* intl'ioiiro m tlo' disLi ict 
during the present crisis is im|>olitical and inipro]><M- 

That it ij? the opinion of thi;^ Hoaid that, in i>rdi'» to pio-a ivo 
the tranquility of the Ihudwan Pi'ovinct* to prc\ t'ut tho operation 
«-»f any intiigucs on the pai t of the Rffanc‘<‘ and Ium adhoi iii t mIm* 
l>e required to reside at Ainhoa in tin* -vaino inannei as the inothei 
of the foi niei' Rajah used to do until tin* fuilhoi oi thu ^ of tho R»oartl, 
l>iit that the Ivajah and pul>!ic orticei s Ik- dii«‘i te<l to n-tuin to 
F3urd wan ini med lately 

That as the lihaiiee has on iu:in\ oteision.s sIm wm hei l)a<-k\vard 

to comply with tlie ortlt-is of (lu- Roaid, and ma\ in tin- ]>ies»‘n 
instaiici* endca\oui to evado them h\’ it-turninLC to Ruidwan, that 
the Ts'^axii' or Nail) Na/ir of tin- Khalsa 1 m* <liit-etnd to pio,oe<l to 
Aniljoa, ami plact- pi opt-r fh<>k»*\.s of p^-on-^ lound her h-aise with 

stri^'t tlii'cctions not to -~,ulK‘i‘ the Rhanet* to ictiiin ti> Ih van, mu 

any eovt*i'e<l dooly oi «(>n\e\;*m«- to pas.-, w'lthout tln-ii ht-ing pi opi*rl \ 
satisfied that the Rlianee i- not in it, hut not to <‘n!nr In-r house 
oi othtU’wise molest hci, than h\ pic\i*iiting hei- i«‘turn to Rurdwan 
till they hava* oidei>^ from the m>ar<l, ami that the Supi-intemlent. of 
the Rhal.sa Recoids <lo fui ni-.li tin* Na/ar <»r Naih Nax.ii with a propt*i 
NVaiiant foi- executing this older hy the sam-tion of the l>oar<l. 

I'hat a.s Rajah Nohki.ss<*ii appeals to haN'<* managed the t-olli-etion 
of the rev'cniies of this /.einiinlaiy with .-.o minh sin ee.ss duiing t he 
past year, and has paid the d<*imim].s t*f (o>\4-inment in ^idvance 
without the smallest tiouhleoi em ha i i assn le n t to tlie iSoard, he he 
continued in the otliee of Sc/^iwul <liiiing tin ensuing year, ami 
dirci ted to pi oe<*cd with the Su ]>eri n te mien t of tin- Khalsa R.iords* 
to Rurdwan imimaliatel^ to take the most ^-iVeetual measures undei 
his control for seen i i ng *such pai t of the i ev( i ues of tin* curient 
year as may remain outstanding ami f<u’ promoting tlni cultivation 
of the district, and enahling the Rajah and /.rniindary to afloid a 
competent aitl to ( J o v^^*! !! ineiit in The following \ ear ^ 

That as it ajipears fiom the letter td the Nu pen n temle n t of tin 
Khalsa Recoids that an impiopei use has heen made hy Ram ('aunt 
and others of theii- influence w'ith the Rhane<*, and that the piopei ty 
of the l^jah has hemi w'asted and dissipated duiing his niim>iity 
which i.s a fact of most public notoriety. 

That Itajah N'obkissen be vested with autlioiity to examine into 
the pi'esent state and account.s of the Rajah’s household under thc 
control of the Supei iiitenden t as al>ove, find to use his endeavouis 
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to discover and to account any propeity or ctT'ccts <_>£ the Ixajali 

which may have hoen secreted oi* enihex./Jed hy Ihitii (‘aunt or othei's 
of the i^haiiee’s ofticers during her m-inaj^t'ment, an<l tlnit if tlie 
>Supeiin tenden t shall fi*otn the iiifoiamition he may receive have leason 
to think that Ivahi ( 'an n t or ai.y othei* persons employed by theUhanee 
ha\'e embe>c>ded oi- secieted any of the Xvajah’s ]7i‘o]>eity, that lu‘ 
shall be empowered, and is hereby dii*ected by this l>ojird foi- the se- 
ciiiity and l ecoveiy f>f the said p o|>ei ty to take the peisons suspected 
as above in to custody anti to st‘t i^uai tls t>vei' theii houses, <)i‘an\' <jthei- 
place's, where' the* Supeuin tenden t may believe such ]>re>pe'ity to be* 
conce'aleel in eiielei- to pie'vent its beinjjj con\t‘yed away eu- misapplied. 

That foi* the* puipose* e>f Ctiii\in^^ the* abeive* oide'is rind le*solu- 
tions into execution, the* Su]>eiinte'nele‘ n t of the ivhalsa lve'ce)i*ds be* 
tlii'e'cte'd to jiieice'eel as soon iis he^ eon ve-nien t ly < an with Ihijjih Nob- 
kissen to Amboa, and notify them to th<* Ivajah and Ixhanee, and 
that he* fiom thence* conduct the Jtajah and such faiiueis, oi- publie 
<*niceis as may be* at that place* to ihirdwan, and that any of ‘the* 
farmers or ofhce'is i*e-‘fusinpj t<> atte*nd him thithei*, be* foithw'ith dis- 
])ossesse‘d of theii fainis oi* olhc*es. 'That on his ai iival at liurdw’an 
he* ]>ublicly notifs the* iliscontinuance of the Khanee's autheuit> in 
all matteis ie*httin^ to the ma nai^e‘me*n t of the /.eniiiulary e-ollection 
of the i'e*venue*s, oi* the Ivajali s household. 

That the* Su pe*iin tenden t foini an e*stimate of the neeessaiy ex- 
pe*nsc's foi* the main tenaiiee* <>f the* Rajah’s hej> use*holel w'ith the.* assis- 
tance of Rajah Ne)bkisse*n,* and tiMiismit the; same* te> the lioaiel fi>i 
their approbat i<^n. 

'^I'hat the h?u ]:)ei*in te*nele*n t do continue to i'e*si<le* iit Ruidw'an till 
the fui the*!’ oielei's of the Roaiel, anel be dii’e'cteel to j^ive eve*ry aid 
anel svn>poi t in his pow’^er te> the* Sexawul to eh'iabh* him t(^ comply with 
the fe>ieg;e>in^ ie*solutions of the* l>oard. 

>7iibkiss<‘n n]p)li<*d liini-(*ir witli n will to hi- ii(‘\v dutit*- 
an<t i*xluhit(*d rnrt* [)o\ve*r- of indu-ti'x' and finani*ial adinini.stra- 
tion. AIi’.*Cr. (P l)iie*ar(*h ( is-ion(*r at Pnrdwan, wrot<* 

to say tliat the Se*xa\vai liad -iiice* his arri\al h(*e*n tak(*n ii|i 
in making the inofussil se'ttleinont. The followino pap(*rs 
^ivo some evidence of the kind of work li<* did : 

C'oUNcin, Rkvkxck 1 )ki*a iitm knt, ry(A 1781. 

Read the following translation e>f a letter from Rajah Xobkissen. 
Se^zawail of Jjurdwan ; — 

“ In conseepie*nce of fin oi*der fre>m the iSutjreme Council, I hava* 
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clir-c« fioni tht* account'^ xipwaid-^ of IS Inkh'^ T»f iTi|ki‘s wa-^ tin* 

INlolut.'^il «>i’ pi'ofiL of Hui’tlwaii, vVo , in the \oai-n I I So and llSiI^ 
cltisivo of the Iv^iniiN dowrs’ inoiu‘\- I >01 ro vvt'd fi«>in Mahaj;Tn'> and 
tht' ixpeii-^i' of dospatohintr t ho < J o \a‘i n nn‘ n t s lovtiino Six lakh'- «*f 
lupet*^ aia* fully ^-llflh•iont foi tin* i* a* n of Nt a h.i ra j.ili l)i.*ra]o 

'J\‘jh (’hniul Ikthadui' ; tho KaniiN, ami Ihim t'annt, .110 aii'-NNoiahU* 
foi- tlu* ri*n^aindt‘r. 

< >ixlL*ic*d that a ^oi>\ ot tin- .ihoxi* lotlor la' t ra n '^nn t Lial to Mi 
l>ii<ait*l at Ihiialwan, that tin* So/awal ht‘ r«apiiri‘tl t*» hrin^jj hi'foio 
him the pi'ofits | '' jiioof-- J .tnd vouoheiM <*f tin* amount'- tlu‘iein 

<i!huled t<*, that Mr. I)maroI la- diio<tetl to enltf into .1 miiiutt* in 
vo>ti Ration of them and ♦'xamine tin* o\\(h*nio^ up(»n 0,1th Nvlii^h tin- 
Se/'.a\v<tl '-hall ]>i‘odin^* in -^'^ppol( o| Ii!--! » har^t"-, ami to 1 a n 1 him 
-<ueh aasi'-tame a-i he ni.i\ i*«juiie i.>i a ppix'hi'nd 1 n Lt tin pei--<»n'- ot 

In'- e \ ide nce^. 

( ‘or 1 i , I J I \ I N I 1 I >1 r \ It I M I N 1 , h .////.. I 7 1 

l>ettei' ( 2 <)th dune) ti<>ni Ml' l>u.aiek < 'o m in I '--u o ii e 1 .it Ihiidwan . 

“ I have heen honoiiii-d with \oui letter ot (he .‘>1 h iii'-lant en 
» lo'-m;^ << petition from i;a)ah N ol >k I'-'-en, Se/,a\vul ot I'uidwam and 

-^ha 1 1 h»* p.i i 1 1 « n 1 ai ly attentive to the e x e« u I 1 on of \ o u 1 • om ma ml e< u i 
(aim’d theimn I'he Si/aNNul and Xamimlarry .\mlah ha\ e >-im«* 

their ariival at thi'- ]ilriee been I'litiii'ly taken up in making (he 
mofu'-^il ^e 1 1 1 1 * I m ‘ n t , whn h ha'^ pre\ent<*il their alttiMliiiLT tm* f»>r (In* 
piupo'-e ot proeeeilino <»n the i n v »"-! i^at ion diieited 

In oi <lei' t * t e nahl » * me to atl’oi < J the S(^/,i will the a '-'-I Mt ri nee il 1 1 i*<: t eil 
in \our lettei in a ppi eh eml 1 n u: tin* ]>eiMon'-i of t h 1 •- evid<‘nee, I h<*i; 
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f«*llowinf^ peisoii'^, servant'^ ami «>tlie«*r'H of tin* Ka.jali of IhirdwanS 
hoiisehf>id as evidenei*s in '-uppoit of tin* <*har^e-- cijiitained in liis 
petition d**liveied t<» yotir Hoaial * • 
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Budden C’hiind iVIojurndar, C_-ai*kon, 

Suniboo Churn (rhoso, Mohrir of the Dewan J>uftei, 

Kishencaunt Oosj^, ]Mohrir of the treasury, 

Ramjoy i^nrrall, .Tuninia Klhureh Nnvrees of the Cansainany^ 

Juf^gut Jjullub Roy Mitto:% ( 'ansaiuany Seristadai-, 

duggnt 2>Tarain IMitter, Naib of the Oan.saniany, 
from whom I have received the accounts, receipts, and disbursements 
the Zemindary of _Burdwan for the two years cy£ the Ivanny’s 
management, 1183 and 1180, tlie original of whieh in tlu* 

Bengalee language', togethei* with theii" respectiv'e ti’anshit ions, 1 
liave now the honour to lay before the Board. The ])Ui‘poi-t of the 
said accounts together with the order in which they aie arranged 
will appear from the Abstract JI. 

Agreeable to youi' dii’ections contained in the above mentioned 
letter, I have examined the evidences which the Sexawul has pi’o- 
duced in support of his charges upon oath, wlio have attested the 
accounts in the manner which will appeal' at the foot of each 
lespectively 

The Board, taking into consideration the abo\^e i eport <y£ the 
( \jmmissioner at Bui'dwan, and accounts accompan^>' ing it, find that 
the sum of 11,10,370-1-1 t Sicca, rupees appeal* due fiom the lvann>' 
to the Rajah for the ]:»eriod of her management. 

Resolved that th<‘ Sezawul be directed to attach the pi’otits <>1 
the Bowry, and liold them se'^piestered in satisfaction of this demand. 

Resol v-ed that the C^ommissioner in conjunction with the Sezawul 
do proceed in the business directed by his former commission, and 
give the Rajah and his oflicers every assistance required by them iii 
recovering the amount of the above balance fu'om those pei'sons who 
may appear to have embezzled it. 

Nubkisson for his con-'i-'tiuit slip] K>rl oi Ihiglish intoia'>t-« i.*- 
highly un[>0|>iilar with a certain cla.'-s. Tluur Inu'o is ^yTuuconiar; 
their authority is Bolts, ;in English Tlicrsitcvs iu the early 
days of Piiglish suj)r<Miiacy in the Bast. They are ('ager to 
grasp at every hit of scainlal that tlie tongue^ or pen of a 
malicious imagination niay have inviuitiul about N^ubkissen. 
It has been said or suggested by some of this class that 
Nubkissen as Se'zawul of I^urdwan was guilty of much 
oppression and many fiialpractices. There iloe's not seem, 
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lioNN <‘\ «*i\ to ot* ;in\. In M:irt*h. 1 7 1 . it 

tln‘ro wa" a ot>iuj>lainl ai^aii*"! liiiii ol‘ !*al-«* i i n | » ri "* n^iin ai t . 

Tln‘ ja'i-t^n iinj>ii^on«M| wa^ ono (tooiil ('Itiiittlor ( '1 1 « > \\ » il i r \ ; 

ami on hi- holiall* hi- ( h>ina-tah. ^^hhai (’huru (iht»-«‘. in-ti- 
I n'ootaalin^- l>\ an athiiaxit on tho ( ’»-o\n n -ith* ot tlio 

Sin>r«‘ino ( \>nrt ol" . I in I ioa t ii ro at Bi»rl WiUiain in lh‘n;^ah 

''lMn‘ <^a>inj >laint \\a- t'al-o. ami tln‘rol\>ro it proxotl a- ahorti\<‘ 

a- iho oomplaint- ot‘ iioi-nl Stniar ainl Uainnaut. (iootil 

< 'hinnior ( ’ho\\allii’\ liatl iinloo<l Ix^on impri-oiHMl h\ tho Ma- 

haraja, l>iit upon a lu-t <'an-<* ami in tho < * x'* * i'< * i -< * oi hi- 
lo^al ri;_^ht- a- S<‘/a^\nl. I'o l<‘a\o no tlc.>nht a- to tho ia«‘i-- 

and tin* hi-toi\ ol ilo- ca-o llio lolIo\\in;j^ original pajMi- 
a r< ‘ in -<‘i't < a I in lull : - 

, (orMii., I . \ \N I >Kr \ H PM r N i , A/>irr/, ITHl 

A } t 1 1 ) A \ 1 r 1 a t I M ‘ S a pi 4‘ II If < ’< H I rt of J uclic.it a i <• at l*'« »i t W 1 11 ia ii i 

III licliL^.il, (’lowii Sid*‘ 77/f l\ i r-< ,\ n h K t 

Al>liai t 'liiirn < ilai'^c, < 'a^li ki'fp.-i and < Jonia>^tali foi < oxail ( 'liniulfi 

< 'liow<.li'\ , tin* plaintitl al)ovi‘ nanictl, inaU<Al» oatli aiul ^^aitll 

That fr«nn tin* foui tli (lav of IMial^^nn lani pant (answci in^^ ncai l.\ 
to the 1 2Lli da\ of Kohl u.iiy la-it > until the I 1th day of the •saitl month 
«.f Phalmni, he, the .said < ioeul < *1 1 u nde r < 'ho wd r \ , w.ts confined against 
hi- will and <-oii-ent in a dwelling hoiisc^ of loij.di Nohki.sseii in tTn* 

» hueklah ot IhiidNNan in the l*rovinc*e of lieneal, ami fioin the said 
11th <la\' of IMiale;.!)! until tin* fouith da\ of < hoiti* ( \i h leh aiiMWtu' 
l<, the 1 1th ila\ <»f Match instant), and whicli is the last day tli^ 
<le]ionent saw tin* .-a i d •< 1 oc u 1 ('hnndei* t’howiliv', he, the saitl <iocul 
( 'hiinder (_'ho wdi \ , has been kept a pt is<nier and ^till is kept a pi isoner, 
.i.s this deponent belie\’es, in hi.s own house by the oialer of tin* sjiid 
llajah Xt>bkissen without .iny le^al au t hoi i ty * or warrant for that 
pui’po-e obtiiined by tin* -aid Ibtjah Nobki.sseii as tins depon<*nt is 
infornnal and believes, but nn*i to com pel tin* .said ('htinder 

< ‘howdrv to pay to him a lar*^!* sum of money as lent for certain 
lands winch he, the siiid t Jocul t hunder ( 'how<li y, holds under tin* 
liajah of liurdwan and iirnler the Ihiiniy' (mother of the said ibtjah), 
and which rent this dejsineiit oi* eash -keep**!* and j^^imaMtidi for tin* 
said llocul C’hurnlei' t 'howdi’y has already paid to the s;iid Itajah and 
Itiinny, to whom the saitl <h>cul (‘huiider ( 'howdry is bound to j>ay 
it, and this dej>onent saith that tlft* said Kajah Nobkisseij is ^:k.*;^jiwul 
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or Oollector of He venue in tlie service of tlie TUnited. Company of 
merchants of England trading to the East India for the chuchlah or 
districts of Eurdwan aforesaid and therefore is subject to the J uris- 
diction of this Hon’ble Court as this deponent is advised and believes. 

Sworn before me this 20tl^ day of March 1781. 

,J. Hydk. 

Writ. 

Crowx SiDK, — On reading the witliin affidavit I do order that 
a writ of Habeas Corpus in the usual form do issue from the Office 
of the Clerk of the ( T'own directetl to the within named Hajali 
x^Tobkissen commanding him to bring up the body of O. C. C. 
conhned in his custody (unlawfully as it is said), together with day 
and cause of taking and detaining the said O. C. immediately 

before me or the C'hief d ustice of the Supreme t'ourt of .Judge at . 
Fort William iix Eengal or any other .Justice of the same Court 
at the C'Ourt Ht^use in Calcutta at Fort William aforesaid. Hated 
this 20th day of ^larch 1781. 

i^Signed^ .J. Hyde. 

^ jM r. Oeorge Wroughton, Attorney for the Hon’ble Company, 
writes (March 21st ) to the Secretary to the Eoard of Hevenue, Mr. 
Isaac Eaugh, enclosing the above papei*s and asking instructions. 

He says : — “■ At the same time inform them (the Eoard) tliat I 
have ent^uired of l?ajah Nobkissen, to whom the Habeas Corpus is 
directed, the reason of prisoner’s confinement, from whom I learn 
that he is the farmer of the purgunnahsof Ehant Ohauxee, Eadepoorea 
and IJhauxy in the Hi&tricfcof Eurdwan, and that he is imprisoned fora 
Valance of revenue due to the HLon’ble tJompany on account of the 
aforementioned pergunnahs, amounting to about the sum of 4,500 
sicca-rupees.”] ^ 

Ordered— (March 23rd) that the Company’s Attorney do instruct 
the Company’s Coun^l to plead that G. C. C. is in the District of 
Eurdwan, a farmer of the public reveiiue, of which Eajah ISTobkissen, 
is in virtue o% his office of Seza^jul, the Collector on the part of 
Government, to whom the said Chowdry being now in balance, Haja 
Nohkissen has Tn consequence, by virtue of his office, and the 
power delegated to him by the Governor-General and Council, 
a xHght to demand payment of such balance from the said farmer, 
and to confine him, and to use such other means as the law and 
usages of this country do warrant for enforcing the recovery of it ; 
further, that the plaijr»tifr having confessed the defendant is in 
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jx>sseaaion of tlie office of Sexawiil on l>elialf of tlTe l^in|>any, ai^cl 
he himself a farmer of the revenue, the ri^ht t>f the <fefenda»it 
to proceed with the plaintiff' as he has done is thereby p^iived ; 
and that the < Company’s Attorney do alsi> instruct their Counsel not 
to enter any further than here specified tiito the merits of this cause 
but to rest the issue of it upon the facts abovenien tioned. 

The opinion delivered by the Chief Justice in the cause wherein 
Ttadha Oovind Sin^ was plaintiff and Mr. Ht>sea and other defendants 
applying directly to tht^ present case. 

Orokhko — T hat the fol hawing tract from it, as it ali*eady stands* 
recorded on the t Onsultation of the 20th of February, last, be here 
entered. 

Extract from the^]>eec‘h d<‘liv»M'ed by the Chief Justice 

“ 1 thought it was understood! that tht‘ right of the ( ’onipany. 
t‘xecutt‘d by theii l^rovimaal < \>uncil, of getting lamls for bt s, due* 
to tin* < h>verninen t , was int‘ant to be‘ oonteste*d in this action. The 
( ovinselfor the* defendant disclaimed controverting that right, and 
as far as tin* Court can judge by wViat h»vs already passed in it, it 
entertains no doubt whatsoever of that right. In the judgment 
given in the < ase of ( 'amaul-ul- 1 >ien, the final opinion of tin* < N>urt 
was that, in matters of llevenm*, by which I im*an tin* settling »*f 
the 4 iuantum of the debt <lue to < Jovernmen t, the l^rovincia) ('ouinnl, 
oi' those ofliciTs to wlnun tin* trust was committetl, hail full and 
c omplete jurisdiction, c'xclusivc* of tin* i n tei f erence* of this C'oiirC 
\Vc* have* give'll saiK'tion to the*ii- jinlgme*nt«” .... 

< \>i Ne.’ii., Eavs I )F.rA r. pmknt, JA/// 17H1. 

Ihfi H4. . 

The* following h*t te*r ^re.>m tin* C'ompanv’s Attorney to the Secre- 
tarv w ith tin* re'turn ]»ropoH«*d to be maele* to tin* Habeas C Jorpus 
i.ssned to Tbi.jali Nobkisse n having been He*nt in circulation for the 
orders "of tin* lioard, the* < Sovei in u-Ce*ne*ral <f?*livered the opinion 
thereafter entered, to* w hic h Af r. Wilder having subscribed, order s 
w*ere signed accordingly. 

rTKOROK WROT^ej riTON, 

J CUnn »• t/ , 

Te> Isaac* liAToni, 

Sf’nrfttt rj/ (ft /’/'C /ittftrifl of I{erfni'or>, 

I>ATKn Fort WiRr.iAM, 

April et/t, 1781 . 
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“ I recju^t you will lay l>efore tKe Pon’Tble Board for tHeir approv- 
al the enclosed; copy of the return intended to be made to the 
Pabei^ Corpus issued to Itajah Nobkissen at the instance of Oocul 
Ohunder Chowdry provided it meets with tbdr sanction. The return 
has been revised and approved by Mr. Newman, Mr. Davies, and 
Mr. ^ Lawrence on a meeting yesterday evening, and has since 
received the sanction of the ALdvocate-Qeneral, subject, however, to a 
circumstance whereon X must request you to .procure rne the advice 
and direction of the Son'ble Board. 

'X’h© return states the acts complained of to have been committed 
by liajah Nobkissen in the performance of his office of Sezawul in 
the District of Burdwan, the duty of which office is stated on the 
return “ to have been at and before the passing the Act of the 
thirteenth of Oeorge the Third to enforce payment of the revenues due 
to the Don’ble Company within that district and to imprison persons 
owing the same without bail, &c.” It has been thus formed under the 
idea that the office is not a ^icw institution, and that it has been the 
in some places within the Provinces to collect the revenues by 
Sejawula, and to imprison in case of non-payment, at least some short 
time previous to the time of passing* the before-mentioned Act. The 
doubt which now arises is whether the nature of Rajah Nobkissen’s 
office be as above stated, or whether extraordinary powers have not 
been siiperadded to those considered as incident to the office of Seja- 
wul. SbQuld the latter prove the case, the gentlemen seem to be of 
opi^on it .will be more advisable to alter the leturn in that respect 
. and^flijl state in lieu thei-eof that Rajah Nobkissen has coniint^d the pri- 
soner by virtue of his office of Sejawul, an appointment recently made 
*lDy the CXoV%mol^?€ieneral and (V>uncil, they having j\idged it an office 
requisite to ll^^^B^ituted for the better managing the territorial acqui- 
sitions and entrusted to them by the before-mentioned Act.” 

^ Enalosxtre iiv Attornejf s I^etter. 

Tlie Schedule to which the annej^ed writ refers. 

“ In obedience to the command in the annexed writ conticined 
T do hereby humbly cei tify and fetuim to the Ilon’ble .Tohii Hyde, 
Ksquire, one of 1 lis Majesty’s .Tnstices, and to other. His Majesty’s 
Justices of the Supreme t’ourt of .Judicature at Fort William in 
Bengal, that in the District of Burdwan in the Province of Bengal 
there is a farm commonly called or known by the name of the Per- 
gunnahs of Bhaul, (4hawxee,‘ Bundepore, and Dhawree Mundelka, 
which farm now is and at thi* time of passing a certain Act made 
in the thirteenth year of*the reign of His present Majesty King 
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Oeorge tlie Xbir^, entitle^i **Aii A.ct for e«tAl>iii£in|g^ certain re^u- 
lationa for tbe better mana^ment of the afftdm of the Saat India 
Company mm well in India an in JBurope,** ww pntl^^idBid pnt^ , 

territorial abOc^fiiaitloAe in aueh ALct mentioned 9 and rente and 

profits of the aUd farm now are and at such time ae idoreeaid were ' 
parcel of the revenue of the said Brovinoe of Ben^pd. llhat at the 
time of paeeins the Act aforesaid the said farm waa and still is remain- 
ing in the possession of the said United Company as part and parcel 
of the said territorial acquisitions and revenues and at the time when 
the debt hereinafter mentioned accrued duf^ was held in farm by 
the said Gocul Chunder Chowdry in the annexed writ mentioned 
under the said United Company at a certain annual rent payable to 
them, the said Unitec^ Company. That on the^^SBtlt day of Kebruary 
last, there then was and still is justly due and owing by aud from 
the said Oocul Ohunder Chowdry to the said United Con-^>any for 
rent and revenue in arrear of the said farms the sum of -4,620 sicca 
rupees, and for which he was and is ' imprisoned by and under the 
authority hereinafter mentioned. Xhat the lat h IPrssiden t and Oounell 
and Select Committee of Fort William aforesaid in the said Act 
mentioned previous to and at the time of passing the same Act 
exercised by themselves or their officers the whole managemcmt or 
government of the sivid farm (so being part of such territorial ac- 
quisitions) and also of right exeipcised a power by themselves or 
their officers to adjust and settle the accounts of farmers indebted to 
the said United Coiiij^aiiy for rents and Revenues in arrear and of 
enforcing the payment of such revenue in ariear by i rui>r intoning such 
farmers so being debtors as aforesaid without bail or mainprise for 
non-i>ayment thereof, and which mode of pioceduie at the previous* 
to the time of passing suc4\ Act was the known usage and custom in 
the Province of Bengal, Jiehar and Orissi* in th<‘ enforcing the pay- 
ment of such rent and revenue. 

Xhat the accounts of the said farm having been settled and which 
were actually settled by the pi'oi>er officers of the said United Com- 
pany, the said Oocul Ohunder Oho^dry on such settlement, to wit, 
on the said 12th day of February, was found in arrear the said 
of sicca rupees 4,520, the justness of which upon Cettleilimt 

allowed and confessed by the said Oocul Ohunder find tlkfi 

amount of the same debt ackoowledged by him to ^ 

Query : tf to tUc l^nzCecl Oom^ny^ and the said fifcra 

Qompcuiy or tLic rupees liaving been af£erwfird% wl^ bn th# Sfild 

12th day of February, 
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Chunder Chowdry, and which was so demanded of and neglected by 
the said Oociil Chundef Chowdry to be paid. The said Gocul Chunder 
ChoWdVy on the said 12th day of February last was lawfully 
taken and duly imprisoned by me and now is detained by me for 
the same debt so due to the said United Company as aforesaid. 
That at and previous to the time of such imprisonment I, the said 
Xiajah Nobkissen, was a known officer of the said United Company, 
appointed by and acting under the authority of thetsaid Governor- 
General and Council in the place oi* office of Sejawul in the Oisti iet 
of Hurd wan aforesaid, the duty of which office is and at such the time 
aforesaid was to enforce the payment of all revenue due, owing and 
in ai’rear to the said United Company in the district aforesaid and to 
imprison the person owing the same without b/til or mainprize, in case 
of non-payment thereof until the full payment of such revenue in 
arrear. That in the matters aforesaid, I have acted only according 
to the duty of ray office as Sezawul for the district aforesaid and 
which authorizes me according to the laws and usages of the Pro- 
vince of Bengal to keep and detain the said Gocul Chunder Chowdry 
in confinement without bail until the debt aforesaid shall be discharged. 

* But in obedience to the command in the said annexed writ contained 
1 now have the body of the said Cocul Chunder Chowdry before His 
Majesty’s said Justices of the said Supreme Court of Judicature to do, 
receive and be subject to what His Majesty’s said Justices shall consi- 
der of him in this behalf, t^iveii undei* my hand this day of Maieh 
1781. 

t Juvr.iiNoii-CJiiNiiUAL s Opinion. 

(J overaor -O eiicrat : — “ It does not appear for what i eason the ex- 
' traordinary powers given to Bajah Nubkissen, if any such have been 
given, in cases which have no reference *to the impii.soninen t of a 
farmer of the public revenue should be inserted, since as a Sezawul 
he possesses the power to imprison a farmer of the public revenue. 
May it not be propel to inseit the clause proposed for amendment in 
addition to that which states the legular powers of the Sezawul 


The following further letter, having been received by the Secietai^' 
from the Company’s Attorney, was circulated on 13th April and is 
now recorded : — 

WHOUGHTON TO BaUOU. 


Dated Ajj7'il Wth, 1781. 

“ I request that you will c6mmunicate to the Hon’ble Board that 
I have just received offierd infoi iiiation fiom the Attoiney of Cocul 
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<'hundei i.’liowdry that the matter in oontewt betwoeti hifi client aad 
Ihijah Nobkirtsen is adjusted, and tha,t thereft>re he does not intend 
to call for the return tt» the writ of Habeas < ’oi\j»us issued some 
time a|:fo/’ 

Here" end<i thi- In or St»|>teinbor 

both thi' Ihijah of Hiirdwan. IVlaha r:i j:n Ih i r a j C^htind 

l>aha<lui. and Maharaja Nnbki--<‘n, tlio S(‘za\vnb made coin- 
]>laint^ in Nvritin;^ a;iain‘^t oort^iin acts of !SIr. An.stin, 
of iho Dc'wanny ^Vdawliif at Mnrdwan. ldio^<' acN^ IJk'.V 
alh‘o;tML \N tua" ))oyond hi-- lo;4.it iniatc‘ ant horif y and th<*y had tho 
«dV<‘ct of liind<'rin;^ tlicin in the ia>ll<a*.tii>n of tin' ia>\cinn'. 
Tin' (\jmmitt<H‘ <>V Kovonin* <"v|>r<‘. — . chI ^ui ofunion on tin' 
fom plaints, \v|ii<*h wa- a"^aa*pt<*<l hy t ho t 'ounc'i I and wliich rait 
as follows : - 

• -- Xlie (‘ouunittee .n *' of opniion that su«*h st^avanls as have ac - 

l opted assi^^nnients of tin' balaneos of leats in lieu <d wa^es may un- 
d<>uhtedly demand payment of the sam*', and if coercion is neceHsitry, 
they are to apply for assistjvnco of^he Itovenvie t 'utoherry, and the collec- * 
tioii to bo enforced its a balance of rent, wlncli in fact it is. It appears 
to the CJommittce that by the Hth Article of the Judicial Herniations, 
the .Judge of the Dewanny (^>ul‘t has no right to intt^rfe'ie in thesi* 

< .eses. The nature of the interference assei le d to be made by the 
.fudge of the JJewanny Adawhit 13 n^t jjarticulai i/ced, it ap{>eaA, 
howevei’, to the < 'omini ttee. 

— That the Aymadais <»{ Burdwan having been subjected to 
t))e payment of rent, they are to be considered as Talo<jkdars and huI^ 
ject to tfie same jurisdiction, as pointed out in that artiqle of the 
.1 tidicial Hegulations. • 

jrcL — By the 1 4th Article of the Judicial Regulations the enquiry 
into the right and title to lands, as well as to th^ limits of ibe same, is 
within the jurisdiction of the^Tudgeof the Oewanny Ada wlut with- 
out any exception. Further expcsrience may, howev^or, suggest the 
propriety of some modification in this Article. The Committee of 
Revenue exercise the power of resuming grants of Ra;^ ^emin, 
either where they have been ooUusively made or granted after certain 
periods, and delegate the same power to Zemindars, Farmers, and other 
ofl&cers employed under them in the collections. The exercise of the 
same powers by two distinct establishments will create confusion, 
and interference, of jurisdiction. •The Committee of Revenue will 
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direct the Sezawul to report to them such instances of the inteifer- 
ence of^ the Judge of the Dewanny Adawlut as occur, and will lay 
the same before the Supreme Board, who, from these instances, 
will be enabled to ascertain the proper rule to be laid down in such 
cases. In the interim it does%iot appear necessary to the Committee 
to issue any particular orders, as the vacation of the provincial Coui'ts 
of A-dawlut has taken place and will continue some time. 

— The mode of conduct prescribed to the Judge in the Slst 
Article of the Begulations with respect to Zemindars, Talookdars, 
Chowdries, and Landholders, or persons employed in the collections 
under what name soever immediately under the Committee of Ivevenue, 
or ahy Collector of the Itevenues directs “ that he is not to issue a 
summons to compel such person, being defendant in any cause, to 
appear, but in lieu thereof to issue a summons requiring such person, 
being a defendant, to appear personally, or by vakil, at a certain 
time.” An attention to this Begulation on the part of the Judge 
will remove the inconvenience complained of in this Article. 

In November o£ the f?ame year a fresh complaint was 
made by Nubkissen against further illegal interferences of 
Mr. Hugh Austin, and the Council, in the Itcvenuc Depart- 
ment, rebuked that officer for his illegal acts. The following 
was their decision : — 

The Zemindar by ryats, and farmers against fai-mers foi’ encroach- 
ments and the like, their revenues are nevei' realised until such 
disputes are settled. The officers of the Zemindarry in conjunction 
"ivith those of tlie Sezawul determine such disputes and collect the 
revenues. Now ]Mr. Austin, paying no kind'of attention to the usage 
of the country, opposes us, and has sent his peons to summon my 
brother, who is Tahsildar to Burdwan, and disgraced him in the 
presence of the farm'ers, &c. As none of the customs of the country 
are hidden ^from you, you must be sensible - how much the re- 
venues will suflfer, when the Te’isildar is unable to support his 
consequence. I now hope that, as what has happened cannot be 
recalled, orders will be issued from the Council to Mi-. Austin that 
in future he do not, by disgracing the officers, interrupt the collections, 
and, as the Zemindar’s vakil is always in waiting, 1 request he may 
be directed to transact what business he may have with us through 
him, and, in case any of our officers should act contrary to the orders 
of the Huzyoor, that he be directed to represent it to the Council 
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for their de term iimt ion, by which mertn*:* all dispute* anfl diKturbances 
in the niofussil may be prevented/' 

Ordered. — That a copy of the re pre.se n tat ion from the SezAwiil of 
Burdwan accomi>i\nyin^ the C ‘ommit tee’s letter of the 2Gth of Novem- 
ber, be ti-ansmitted to the d iid^e of Wie l>ewanny Adawlut at that 
station and that he be directed strictly to attend to the Board's 
orders of the 11th of Se]:)tember last, and |>ositively ft^rbid any further 
interference with respect to the Tannabhdars and Bykes than what 
immediately relates to his Foujdarry j urisdiction. 

Ordered — Also that he be iiiformed that, as by the 18th Article 
of tlie .Judicial ne)jf illations the Tt-hsildai' of Burdwan is exempted 
from the pi'ocess of the C ourt, as well as from beinpf eompellefll to 
personal appearance t^i the hurt of his credit am<m/;r the farmers, tbe 
Board highly dis;ipprove of the summons i.ssued to him by tlie dudge. 

CouNi II., Bevenck I>F:rARTMKNT, . A/ a ?*// 3/v/, 17 

Ej'truct from (hr pror*'c<li of the ifommittcc of Itccenuc of the 
^4th December^ /7o’i. 

Petition of < huiul Bahailur . 

“ Chutt[ajr‘ Sing, the Etmauindar of Boagree, has not sent a single 
cowry of revenue foi* the last three months, but has removed with 
all his people into the jungles. 

“ A Tehsildar resides on the spot to which ho is retired who has 
no control over him, nor does he imy any attention to my letters. lie 
owes an immense balance to Government, which lie will not liquidate. 
Tillook Sing, his uii - le, prays lie may bi** appointed in his place and 
♦mgages to pay his i cvenues regularly. 

“ I hope you will comply with this request, and that two com- 
panies of Sepoys may be sent to put Tillook Sing in possession, antS 
to lay liold of Chuttei^Sing that measuies may be taken for the 
recovery of his arrears to Oovernment.” 

Council, Bevenue Department, October 1781. 

X^etter from Mi .^liugh Aus^n, dudge of the Burdwan Dewanny 
Adawlut, dated September 18th, 1^81, replying on the pbints in Arti- 
cles 1, 2, and 4, in respect of ^Maharajah Nobkissen’s complaints. 
It does not seem net;essary to quote more than the final sentence : — 

“ How far the representation of the Sezawul is just, respecting 
my having occasioned impediments in the business of the revenue, 
I submit to your llon'ble Board and request that in any future com- 
plaints that may be made against my conduct he may be directed 

' Later, called Chittcr Sing. 
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to state specifically what he has to charge me with and not by a vague 
and general detail of circumstances, wholly imsuppoited, prevent me 
from entering into a clear justification of my conduct.” 

Tt would .se<Mii that Nuljkissen as Sozawul ot* Ibirdwan 
was tilt** lii‘ad and tlii' com])*lcdo rt^pia*s(Mdat i\ ol* that ii*t. 

It' iiiiy ptu'soii reuiuiriul auy tiling; to be dom^ <‘\a‘n by lh<‘ Ibija 
ot 13urdwaii, lie would liavi‘ to work through the Sezawul. 
Ill Sejitember 17^1 oik- Cjrunganarain (xosc- [Cihose], tlu- 
tariiier ot gungx- Murshe<^lpoia-, coinnionly called thanu 
Cutwa, complained that the Zemindar ot l>urdwan ha<l lattdy 
erected a gunge within a distance- ot two or three /v:nsh from 
his, and prayc;d that a ]>erwannah might be- sent to Maharaja 
Nubkissen desiring him to order tin- Zemindar to abolish 
his gunge. The ( Council, in tlu- H<‘v<*nu(^ Dt-parlment, rc*- 
solved that the tollowing answ(-r might lx- writt^-n to the 
( ^ommittee ot Revenue : \V<- <lc-sir<^ yo^i will is<n(» a pei - 

< wannah to the Sezawul ot Rurdwan, retpdring him to abolish 
the gunge erected by the Rajah contiguous to that ot Ciunga- 
narain Grose, tin? tanner ot tlianu ( ditwa. Thi-^ ordi-i* we 

hav<- communicated to the ( 'ommissioin-r ot ( Uistonisd' 

There is abundant testimony to tin- >ucct-ss ot Nubkis<en 
as the Sezawal of Rurdwan. Tin- tollowing i'^ one : 

CoUXClD, ItEVEXUK DEPARTMENT, XoCOulbcr 27^/t, 1781. 

'' Letter from tlic (."ommittee of Revenue giving “ an account t 
the ] settlement of all the districts of Rental and Behar ” for April 
1781 to April 1782 in Bengal, and Septemhei 1781 to September 1782 
in Behar. 

“ . . . . 8. I^ajah Nobkissen had the cliarge of tlie collec 

tions of Burdwan when this Commictee was established. The merit 
of his management in that capaeityb can only be estimated from facts. 
In the course of a few months ho not only relieved the Zemindaiy 
from the incumbrance of an enormous debt, but discharged the revenues 
of Oovernment with great punctuality. A very large poi tion of the 
surplus rents which enabled him to pay such considerable sums ha.s 
been added to the public revenues a.s an increase this year, and he has 
been united in the management with the young Zemindar. lie still 
preserves the office of Sezawul, bi»t is at the same time re.sponsi bJe foi- 
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the amount of the ensfaticementM of the Zemindar. *A c!>in|)ariMon be- 
tween his conduct and that of hia* predeceatjoi'^ in the inana^eiiten t 
the busineaias will, we iinaj<im% |M»int out the propritAy i»f thi.H iTwKle c»f 
set tleinent.’' 

t'otTNClL l?KVKNrK I > KT* A IIX M F:N />< vv ►//# 17 SI. 

l./etter from C^'oinniittee t»f Hi‘Vonm' (2Ni ove in bfr iiGth, ITSl). 

“ We have the honor to lay bef«>i'e yon a representiit ion which has 
been made to ns bv Ihijah N obkissen, the iSex^wul t>f Hnrdwan, sUxtinuj 
iiistancfs of t he int erftnimce «>f t lu- .1 ucf«.je of flie Dewanny AchtwInL in 
matters wliich we a]>pi<‘hend ai't‘ not wit h in t lu' I im* of h is j n i-isilict !<.»n . 

“t)n the 3rtl of Sc*ptt*mbvr last wo had i>cca.sion to atldii'ss yoni 
llon’ble Hoard on .i snnil.tr i e pia*.st*n t at ion fi'oin the Se/awnl, and we 
h<»|a‘tl that the »*r<lei'sWou t Inni issinal to the .1 nd^e of Atlawhit would 
havt* prevtmttal his makins^ fni thel elaims to tlu‘ snperinteiulene** <*f the 
lands appi'opi'ia ttal t<i tin* niai n t mia ne<* of '^raiinahdai's ai Hyken in 
that l*i'ovinc»‘, who, though the> aie immediately emph>y»*<l in colh‘Ct- 
iiij^ the revenue's fi*om the i'\ots and are in fact sm-vantt* of the Zetuiii' 
t la I'M are likewise snhjeot to olwy all ord<‘i*H of the .) ud^e in pliouM- 
tlarry matters. As wt .. of opinion his jorisdictiou extends no fur- 
ther over the Taniialui 1 1 -» and l^vken, we request you will please to 
i«*pair to Hniaiwan within a limited and convenii'iit time and account 
foi’ the amount of the rev'enut*s }»aid to them, and may eoiitain an 
aMMUi*ance that tln^y' shall not lx* eoiiHned or ill-tieat»*d upon theii 
ap|>earaiice. If <jiie oi- the othiT should apiM^ai' ac<-ordinK the wu^i- 
moiis, ^ on will cjill upon them to pay what is due from th<*m, in which 
should they fail, w'e shall piojM>H<* to the Hon’bh» lioaid to comply with 
T he rtM 4 uest of thelhijah U* in vest "I'il l<a>k Sin>^ in the management of the 
dimti'ict uj>on his making ‘.;«K»d the pieseiit en^jjaKemen ts. We shall also 
pi«qK>st* to them to axlo^ the same altei lUitive in cjtwe neither CJhuttei- 
Siu^ oi- .la<lo<i SiiiLj should a]ipeai‘ aj^ieeabh* bj I h.- .su m mons. . . . ' 

'rher<‘ i'- oqiian> ^<^<><1 1 o^t i moil y in.i-ooard to lii- work 

4»1' a lat<*r date. . • 

Atfrccti that the following aii^wei be written ta t In^ < 'om m i 1 1 ee (d 

Ite Venue 

“ We appr*>ved youi- pi-oceedi ii|^s resfx'ctin^ tlie 
Ktmaumdar of Huj^j^ry and of the measures you pro|K>He f<.»t the secu 
i ity of the revenue.s tliat I>istrict. 

UouNC-ii., Hkvkntjk UitPAr.TMFAT, ,/a 1782. 

Cjrenera.1 acc<junt of collections of revenue, from Onuniittee of 
Revenue. jVI r. Jihore’s re|>ort on the balances of Aug;bun. 
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^’'‘Biu'dioa n* ’ The former of these districts is under the manage- 

Dincigepore. ment of the Sejawul, Kajah Nobkissen, the latter 
under llajah Deby Sing. Both these persons liave been punctual in 
their payments through the whole course of the year, and there is no 
reason to apprehend any failure on their parts. llajah Nobkissen is 
very forward in his payments for the month of Poos, and the pay- 
ments of Dinagepore are completed for the same month.” 

Council, Revenue Department, March \9th^ 1782. 

Letter from Mr. Austin, dated February 4th, 1782. 

“ I have had the honour to receive your letter under date the 
18th of December enclosing the copy of a representation which has 
been made to the Committee of Revenue by Rajah Nobkissen, 
Sezawul of Burdwan, charging me with interfering with the Tannah- 
dars and Pykes by requiring the papers concerning them, and sum- 
moning and disgracing his brother in the eyes of all the farmers, 
in consequence of which your Hon’ble Board highly disapprove of 
the summons issued to him by me. In answer to these charges, I beg 
leave, in justification of my conduct as well as to expose the misre- 
presentations of the Sezawul, to inform you that, in pursuance of a 
letter from the Hon’ble the Governor-General under date 3rd of July, 
placing all the Tannahdars and Pykes employed in the foujdary 
jurisdiction under my charge, I thought it necessary to request a list 
of them from the Zemindar, that I might obey my orders in stationing 
them so as to protect the peace of the districts, and which I have 
been hitherto unable to obtain. 

“ I beg leave to assure you that I have never in any instance inter- 
fered in the appointment, payment, or dismission of the Tannahdars. 

It is not possible to fix the date when Maharaja Niib- 
kissen ceased to bo Sezawul. There -is evidence to show, 
however, that he declined to undertake the management for 
the Bengali year 1189, declaring the impossibility of realis- 
ing the jiiinina [the assessed revenue] of the preceding year. 
The office of Sezawul was apparently the last public office that 
Nubkissen held. Henceforward his life appears to have been 
one of ease and dignity. He had given j^roofs of his capacity 
not only as a diplomat, but also as a statesman and an adminis- 
trator, and he could afford- to rest on his laurels. He gave 
himself to the discharge of social functions with an undistracted 
mind and soon came to prove himself a king in that sphere. 



( IIAPTEH IX. 

INlAnAPiA-TA NrnKi>'-K^ in Socikty. 


TriK social position oi ^laharaja Xul>ki<soii \va^ unique. 
It aro>e not from his wealth or his stilt us and importance in 
public lif<‘. Position in Himlii sociidy iloc's not tlepend on 
wealth or ollicial rank or int<‘llec‘t ua 1 <Mnin<*nce or public 
servic<‘s. It il<‘j)t‘mP tui ea^to ami on behaviour in st>cial Jift*. 
('asti‘ does not m<‘ay in mod<‘rn Indian lifo tin* pursuit of any 
])articular trade or c'allii';^. It i^ an inln*ritanc<* of a;^es. The* 
four leailin;^; ea>t<‘s or divisions of so<.*ioty, ahinan, 

K^sln*triya, ^^ai^ya. and Sndra. are of aindont, imh^c'd of im- 
memorial origin. Sub-d i n i‘-i<m of th<*se *‘spi*cially of 

the last, ha*^ bron;i;hf into exi^toiu'e a mult i j)lieit y of castes in 
Pen^ab ami that i' ( ste^T attributed to tin* Hindu kin^, 
llullal Sen. d'ln* ca'-n* ^v^tem, ^o far a*' it is a modern creation, 
is founded upf»n a distinction, not only of «><‘(‘Upations, but of 
character ami capacity, ^nch as they cxi‘-tcd in the days of its 
origin. Tlic ori/^inal <iivi^ion, tliat into the four c‘astes, rests 
more* clearly upon a di'^tinction of moral t<*m})(*ramc*nt than 
upon a di'-tinction of pursuit'-. < 'las'-ilication by callin^^ is 
ind#*eil recoe;ni^ed, i^, in fact, a])parent on tin* face of the divi- 
sion, but it arises of and is tlepend<*nt on the former 

]>rinciple, namely, that of classification by t(*inpf*rament and 
1‘haracter. The castes const it ut<* a hierarc"iiy, and their divid- 
in«4 lines are rigidly fixed. *Idie caste of an intJividual is the* 
c aste of his fatln»r'i. ^\'hat<*vet*ini^ht have* lia}>pened in ancient 
tinn*s, when Hindu kin^s reigned xind made and apf>lied 

tin* law, it is cc*rtain that to-day no one can be* transferred 
or can transfer himself from one caste to another. He can 
m*ither be promoted to a higher* caste for his virtuous acts 
or qualities, nor degraded for liis sins. The caste of a man 
is supposed to be a necessary consequence of his acts in a 
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existence ; iniO tlic* Jife tiiat he now ]ivo<^ wiiJ, it is 
b(‘lieve(I, doterniini^ hi> cu^te in his next birth. The peniilty 
for iin-Hintiii Ixr'liavioiir is not degradation from on<' casti‘ to 
aiiotluMx }>iit r(‘] nnliat ion !)V <<K*i<'ty, tliat i<, <‘xconnmin ication . 
A man wlu) violates esstmlial rid<‘s of reli;i;ion oi* soedety will 
not be reli‘^ated to any inferior caste, but will be put out of 
society alto^^dher as having' ciaised to be a Hindu. It is ini- 
]iOSsiblc‘ to enuinerale' all the (‘^^ontial ruh\s, all th(i restric- 
tions ol* ca-^te a> thi‘y ai*<‘ >onieti nK‘'> called. Ou(' or two may 
be mentioned a>. ill ust ration.^'. It is considt‘r(‘d im])roper for 
tile hi^iher ea^^ti's to dine with men of low(‘r casters or to <‘at 

^ n 

t'oo<l cookial by them. Tlu‘ Jdrahman. in particidar, has to 
obsi*rvc‘ special purity in this la^spret . Them, aeam^ ao 
marriae(‘ is ]K‘rmissibh^ btdwt^im on<‘ caste and anothei*. As 
regards social practic<‘s, it is ctodain that lh<‘ performance t>f 
th(' sacrannmls in a non-Hindu way, or tlu‘ omission to ]^er- 
i'orm sonu^ ol‘ tlunn, will not tolerated. Amono’st the 

sacraments may he inentiom‘d inarria^(‘, SruthiAa (^oblation to 
th<‘ d(‘ad), and, in th<‘ ca^e of lhahmans, ( investi- 

ture witli the '‘acrt‘d thri‘ad). The hi;2,h<'st eastc^ is that of the 
Hralnnans, of whom, of c*ours(‘, as of ih(‘ othtn* castes, there 
are ranks and erioh^^. Th(‘ m^xt in ordin* is th(‘ Jxshetriija 
east<‘, in w liieh th(‘ J\\i//ast has are includ(‘d. 

JNIahaiaja Nuhkissen was a Kaynstha by caste*. Th<‘ 
Kaj/asthas are diN i<led, in point of ank, primarily into 
Kutius and d/e////7.-.s, th^‘ former bein^ the higher ; and, in 
point of local distribution, into the L (tai^a liahr/ class and 
th(‘ jL)ak'shiii(i llak'i’i class. Th<‘* Kalins cotisist of only three 
families, classes or clans, nam.dy, the CjHios^'s, the iJoses, and 
the M it tins. ^^ubkisseii was a ^lonlik\ and a member of the 
I >ak:shina Rahti So)tiaJ. Hi‘ came, however, to be the heatl 
of the Kai/astha community ot Cddcutta, that is, of the 
J Jak shin Ra/n'i section of it, and tliat is a fact worth explain- 
iit^' in view of the acknow h'd^e<l ascendency) of the Kalins. 
The fact of liis leader di ip is not i^lisputtal. A w riter, w lio 
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\\ i 1 1 n«»i l)f ''ii" j I aJiniiMiitni ol N iH »k i n ,ni<l 

hi- t‘:unil\^. !ia- : 

N iiv.vk li.sli n:i s«*ci.il i ui j >« *i t a n«.t* wa-^ LCitat^i iktit 

h i s j >« > 1 1 1 1 i . 1 1 y\ 1 1 1 » 1 - < • t 1 1 * ‘ I l: 1 ‘ > r i * • - ' I 1 ■ « ► u I h * > n « 1 » N ! 1 h ■ i.; I • » i \ w h i * h 

at t a<‘lii.‘tl <<t tilt' llin<l(><> <*<>ruiutinit\ »‘t I'.iUutli liitli*' 

tlnati*' tit pnlilii- aflaii-, !i»' liatl niaii\ <‘<pi.i!- iinl i It'w u]n'in*i'- 
1 )m it'lia ntl, W.ijitU Hiui|t'tt Htts, I i .i ] 1 la 1 1 a 1 », aiul i»t1n.'i- \n a 

coviUl naiiu^ w t'l t' ct‘aitt*l\ lit'liiiul him in th | >1 < >i nat • \ Nniuhtminai 
wa-^ a boliK'i’ ai«el all alt-n^, in In*^ Ia-( fatal iiuiVt*, a .-niaa*.-Nf n 1 

i 11 1 11 lullin'. Malit'intH Ivhan liatl iKa-n l*it*inii‘i, anil .‘^t ► hail 

N n nclt. < >oina 1 in icalitN ilu»im_c tin- ninninil aih n i n i ^ t na L i» > n «•! h i -mi 
Hut in thi* -tieial kinj_'^(h»m it hi- iit\ hi* \\ a- tin* ^ i > inmiaith * A- 
In' o \\ i*i 1 his f c» i t n n I ' 1 1 ^ h I - t • \^ n i - n 1 1 - 1 } »i i ✓ t ', *^.1 i^ai 1 1 n anil > m n i n -t * h i " 

-t )<- la 1 pi i' - i.*in i 111 lit- f \\ a - I )n 1 * I \ t >t h i - < - w n at « j n i i i n 

is a tianlv a < ‘k n i > w 1 « “i i i: « * 1 1 n * n t i»t Nnl»ki- .. s -ta-ial 

pi^ition, hilt th<‘ writi*! - v \ plaiial ion ol it iL;ni)ia'*- lai*t- an<l 

run- countm to laa-oii. !t i- oiiI\ a<\ni<‘al -«)it oi *-pi ‘Ciilat ion . 

• ‘ \S' Ill'll t-Nfishtal tn ny-tail,ai« n]-lail htaili nostjimi.il 

N a \ a k i 1 " h na h . « I im t i • < i ' n - to ha< k him, I >n t i m >m‘ i l-o \\ a- hi t ti - 1 
-itnati'il <Mi '« h ' <>th' lanil Na\akiishna po-^-i'-^'-i il tiiii' impoit.int 
ail \ antatri- al m;v t' . -I hfi - fh- j m *--til h a h-t a 1 1 1 ; v « }...\Nt'i in llimlot. 

-oc It t V in ( a 1 1 u 1. 1 a I I « ■ \s a- t h t • . J uil i 4 t h t < ,i - t « ■ t i i I » n na I 'J 'I m • 

I H >- 1 1 m i >h\ tl III ht' 1 1 1 III ( h t • t • N t < >f < ■ 4 > \ i - 1 n n M n t l 1 a * mo - 1 i t - 1 >i -t t a h W* 

1 11.' tJh t.ial iili/t-n chi*f <a ill.' llinil>M.4<)nimnnits. h* ta-.tl\ la-. am»' it-^ 

I < at K i . 

All loiiinloi- ot laniiiio-. all a ril i il on t - ot lortiinos ar<» 
lip lait-. 7Sohilit\ l'«i - alwav- its oi’ii^iii in -onio i n 1 1 i \ i < I n a I . 
-\nil in llimlu yoon i> tin- iiu ro a;_ii- ot a toniil\ or it- wo tilth 
or iitHcial ili-tinriion will not ;j.i\o it a liahino po-ition. 
Ih'aliinin- a ro li-ailoi.- o\<r^ A <///< on ///</>, /\ u 1 1 u a ro loailoi- 

o\<r AMtftfh / It i- not triio tjiat tin* i cijm 1 1 1 ii n i t ol 

< aloii 1 1 ;r con -) -t I 1 1 lail^ ot iip-tail-, ainl it it w a m> oon-tilu- 

till, what t 1 n n " it i i i t a i n I \ i n < 1 1 n 1 1 < 1 a n i n 1 1 h o i o t fho 

in;_i;ho>t /\nhfi> : and how oaino it that • A/^mhf. oanio to ho 
tin* hc*ad ol a hod\ -o con-tilnti d !" d'ho oflioiat |»o-ition a*- 
dndof ol iho ( 'asto-l I i hnnal oi f '///oA/o /y will 

■ M ' » > K I * I * * e ® M ii Loi * 1 n I • . 
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explain no£liing. A3 has been observed already more 
than ^once, social position in this country does not depend 
upon official rank. And the Judge of a caste-tribunal will 
no more become the social head of’ the Hindu community 
than an English Judge who has to decide mercantile cases 
will become the head of the mercantile community. The 
functions of the caste-cutcherry are thus described by Mr. 
Verelst : 

“A.11 national have their courtai of ecclesiastical jurisdiction distinct 
from the administration of civil justice, in some with a more limited, 
in others with more extensive authority. The followers of Brarna in 
Bengal have their caste-cutcherries or courts tc? take cognisance of all 
matters relative to the several castes, or tribes of the Hindu religion. 
Their religious purity depends on the constant observance of such 
numberless precepts, that the authoriry of these courts enters into 
the concerns of common life, and is, consequently, very extensive, A 
degradation from the easte by their sentence is a species of excom- 
munication attended with the most dreadful effects, rendering the 
offender an outcast from society. But as the weight of the punish- 
ment depends merely upon the opinion of the people, it is unnecessery 
to say that it cannot be inflicted by the English Oovernor (as Mr. 
Bolts asserts, p. 83) unless the mandate of a Oovernor could instantly 
«?hange the religious sentiments of a nation. Neither can a man once 
degraded be restored, but by the general suffrage of his own tribe, the 
sanction of the Bramins (who are the head tribe) and the superadded 
< concurrence of the Supreme Civil power.” ' 

It is easy to see from this descrfption that Maharaja 
Nubkissen’s fuuctions as President of the Caste-cutcherry 
were of a judicial character. His social position must have 
been the cause of his office, not the eflect.>of it. The Caste- 
cutcherry, *it may be presumecf*, was analogous to the Pun- 
chayet. Authority in such an office could not invest one 
with leadership, the explanation of which is to be sought in 
wholly other circumstances. The inquiry is worth pursuing 
if only to ascertain the , calibre of Nubkissen’s mind. In 

*. “A View of The English Government in Bengal.” London. 1772. 

Pp. 27, 28, « 
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social life, as in political, ho exhibitoil his thoroff^h ^;rasp ol* 
the situation, his insight into realities, ho felt tho necM'ssity 
of evoking order out of chaos, of organising loose elements 
into a consistent whole, and he sayr with unfailing certainty 
tho means that were best adapted to the end. llis niothoil 
may be simply described : Not to light against tho laws of 
nature or society, not to attempt to stem the irresistible tide 
of events, but to watch and utilise the available torces that 
make for order, to reject effete ami jarring <domonts, to 
waste no power, to submit to the iiicvitabK>, but with a 

single-minded aim to march with stea<ly ste[>s ancl -ilow, that 

was his method. Tho Ivulins wore the natural Iead<'rs of tho 
7/ community . Nul>kis8<‘n tlid not work agn* t (horn, 
but with them. lie <lid not seek to Ix'ar them <lown by th<^ 
weight of his w^oalth ami official position or to snatch from 
them the authority which was rightfully theirs. But ho 
put himself into co-opcratiofl' with them. ll<' invited and 
encouraged liigh-cla:'^ /vt<lin,s to settle in tho town ; he hel{)cd 
them with funds ; he showed them every respect ; ho unit<?d 
his 1‘amily with theirs by bonds ol* matrimony. They soon 
Clime to look upon liim as a patron, as one of their nearest 
kith and kin. Through him also they came to feel a |X)wer 
they had ncv'cr known )>efore. They had never Ix'en organised 
for social purposes. lie gav<; them an organisation ancT 
secured for them a general recognition of their stiitus. With 
the aid of the (J hataks he had a compilation made, called the 
ICnl<z(jranth<jL or a systmatic social record, of tho J^ulins 

in particular. Tho Crhataks^ are the men who keej^ registers 
ol pedigrees, of marriages, of important social events, even of 
important incidents in the history of families, and they declare 
the social status of men. They arc thus something more than 
heralds. They are no more chroniclers of pedigrees, but as they 
are authorities on some of the social practices, like marriage, 
and on tho way in which families are affected by them, they 
come to be in effect the makertf of theP position of men. It is 
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for thorn to*Meclare, for instance, the depjenoration a family 
may have undergone by a marriage or some other social act. 
If they arc mischievously inclined they can do mischief by 
raking up everything untoward in the antecedents of a man. 
Lf they are propitious they can render a service by bringing 
into prominence points of superiority. They had, as men, their 
weaknesses, especially as they had to depend for a living on 
private generosity. But it is unquestionable they rendered a 
very useful service to society. They maintained social dis- 
cipline and kept men straight in the path of customary social 
practices. It will be an evil day for Hindu society when they 
shall have become extinct, for there will be none to register 
the social lapses of men or fix with definiteness the position 
of men in society. Nubkissen was a patron of the (jrhataks 
and by the aid they gave in the compilation of the JFCxdagrantha 
they made him appear in the eyes of the Kulins as their bene- 
factor. Nubkissen’s position was improved by his known ear- 
nestness in religion, his intense piety as a Hindu. He lived 
according to Hindu rules, believed in the Shastras (religious 
and social works) and was zealous in securing a proper inter- 
pretation of them and their application to life. These circum- 
stances tended to raise Nubkissen in the estimation of men, 
Kxditis included, and marked him out as entitled to social 
^leadership by his virtues and services to society. His office 
in the Caste-cutcherry had made him ? fully acquainted with 
social practices and the rules governing them. Added to that 
qualification therc'werc his religious disposition, his knowledge 
of works on religion and lifd, his services to the ICulirKs^ 
his union with them, his chee-ful acccj)tance of their supre- 
macy and of the authority of Brahmans as interpreters ot 
social and religious duty. His crowning claim was the Jithj<xi 
be held. 

This was a gathering of the caste people, to which 
Nubkissen invited K'ulins of all ranks. The concourse was 
a grand one, especially' as most of the ICulins were present 
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in person and not (Jhataks. They wore ^bceived witli 

fittini^ honours and paid the lees due to their rank and 
station rahmans were present, Crhataks in 

particular. All social claims wert' considered, pcdipjrecs 
examined, family history ransacked, and ultimately by uni- 
versal consent Maharaja Nubkissen was recognised as the 
(iosthipati or head of the I?cikshtii Ixahr? section 

of the ICciijastliLL community. It is said that even the former 
iwost/uputi of the Sin^ha family of Oopina^ar rooo^nisetl 
his leadership by a distinct act, by marrying, that is to say, 
a daughter of the family to his grandson Sir Raja Radha 
Ivanta Deb, contrary to the rule observed by the (Josthfpui/ 
of never marrying a daughter of th(" family t<^' a AIouliix\ 
The recognition of Nubkisseii as the head of tlie Ktiyusthci 
community of Calcutta need cause no surprise. lie had 
brought the community into existence. The scattered units, 
whatever their individual in^portance, had been welded into 
a society by him. lie paid them due honour ; he formotl 

alliances with them ; he maintained the purity of social priio- 
ticcs and Hindu worship ; he was in touch with the ttitclits 
and the t/Au/aX.v aii<l was tln ir most munificent and illustri- 
ous patron. Before he was formal invested with the rights 
of a social leader, the responsibilities' of leadersliip had fallen 
on him. I^ot only hail he inade large religious endowments 
}>ut his private charity and his gift^^ for public |)urposcs wcri‘ 
liberal anil catholic- Religious and vsocial ceremonies were* 
celebrated by him on a grand scale, and. the entertainments 
which accompanied thi*m wiirc for the benefit of rich and 
poor alike. Learning and religion had in him tlie most en- 
thusiastic anti liberal suj>porter, and society its most en- 
lightened and illustrious representative. We hear a great 
deal to-day of bridging the gulf’' between the races. 
The idea had occurred to ISTubkisscn in thosi^ early days and 
he reduced it to practice. ISIany were the j)arties in his 
house to W'hich he invited tli«f cif the Ruropean and thi* 
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both communities, 

^ yvith both. He 

by the Mahomedan Oom- 
^ ' I iiiten^e«fer ” of 

';;,r^;,v‘;j^^;;,i^ pc^pp^. ‘l^i; ey^iry he 

^ cf .JBU^du aocfetgr , tefore 

declashifdon 0f ^theiCfhataks 

I® :%© ojp |(£lAa^[i^; Ni^j^i^m V pitarffy can- 

no^ -li&’Wr " 1^ it & well hapw he con- 

striaoied ^ loi^ frotn Behala to Kulpi, 

on the ;nprth j^e several tanks in 

ihffesFtmt parj^'pf^^kd^ 4^0]anhdari0a c^ many improve- 

n^eh^ln them* dEh. &4ng;^Mandi(l exoairated a large canal 
moire '^han tweWe to erected two tubing 

ghatf^^j^ the octostruc^d a house 

for the fi^e £boM* ‘^ong. to ^die on the 

banks of>^0Bat sa^wgi^^'-river, and -are there in their 

moinents^^^ jil^' n^t c^fined^trithin the 

lits Qf/>ldli religSon* or race. In December* 1783 he 
addition to the old Durying Qround, six 
bij^shs awt: wn biswaCs of the adjoining land in Mowzah 
£f||ee Oaleptbi^'^^This was the spot on which the old magazine 
stood, and the old Burying Ground, forms the 

John’s. The ground given by 

yrf^:? tih« ^ooo 



ibHty o^ T^arren ^Hastings fbr the 
^Ihat Nubkissen ga’^ him the sum of Rs.43>00,000 
Mjl^ the establishment of a Madrassa for the encouragement 
mg leaning in Persian and Arabic. 

' This is cosmopolitan charity.. And it was inspired by 
^l^i^k|[ggy^^j^rit of charity and not by any motives of personal 

Sketches of Bengal since ^he Foundation of Calcutta. Calcutta : ISIS. 
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advantage^ The charity of our times is very 4 >tieii a species 
t>f investment, a bid for titles or some other sort of r%30g«ii* 
lion by Gtovemment. If roads ai^ constmctecb tanks and 
Mnals excavated, or colleges end<^ed> tho inspirer of those 
works of beneficence is generally the Government in its con- 
crete manifestation as a District Magistrate. Charity that 
springs from either sympathy or a sense of duty has become 
almost extinct. A people constitntionhlly charitable, chari- 
table by instinct, by tradition, by the impulses of religion 
’and the standards of society, has somehow or other com^ to 
be demoralised, agd in most caSes it is either a dread of 
official penalties or a hope of official rejpFards that is 
the spur to munificence. The meanest of gifts must be ad- 
vertised or the donor will not be satisfied* Nubkissen s ^ 

time the demoralisation had not begun ; the Hindu conscience 
had not been deadened, and Nubkissen mixed with the 
greatest of Englishmen os * a friend. His charity sprang ^ 
from the heart. 

As might h(' <‘xpectetl, Nuhkissen’s expenses on religious 
cerf^moiiies were on a ]>rincely scale. Tin* Eurga Buja was 
celehrate<i in a styh‘ which made if^ a ])iihlic rather than ti 
l>rivaf.^ ceremony. It was for tht^ whole town. And the 
genuinely religious character of the* performance was n«Hr'|bst^ 
in mere grandeur, in a display of the vanities of the wbirlii# 
attentive was the Maiiaraja to worship in i)roper form and SO 
apprehensive was he that the priests might be ignorant or 
careless, that he had the whole ritual carefully compiled hy 
competent men, with transliftions in Bengalee of Bie mantras. 
He performed his own part in^he ceremonies with scrupulous 
accuracy, submitting to i)rivations and gpi^g ih^ngh the 
forms with perfect cheerfulness. And the Onr^, 
only one of several Pujas celebrated by him. Every of 
them was performed with eclat ^ in 4Compleie conformity 
directions of the authoritative religious boc^, and with n 
due regard to the expectations and detbands of Hindu society. 


catifedr 

Sri Basonti Balia v Sptt 
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On a visit to the shrino at* Kali^^hat in (Calcutta he 
expended not loss than one hiindro<l thousand rupees on 
the worship of the Goddess. Amonf^st tiie offerings 
were a gold necklace valued at Ils. 10,000, and besides 
other ornaments, a rich bed, silver plates, dishes and 
bdsons^ sweetmeats and other food sufficient for the entertain- 
ment of a thousand persons, and trifling presents of money to 
near two thousand of the poor.^ He endowed the temple of 
Xtadha Ballabha at Hallabhpore, about 12 miles north of 
Calcutta, with lands, houses, <fec., to the annual amount of 
Rs, 3,000 which is divided among sixteen families of Brah- 
mans.^ Religion was with him not a thing of show, not a fitful 
gleam, not a periodical performance dependent upon regula- 
tion, but the ruling principle of his heart. A good and devout 
Hindu, ho never omitted the daily religious ceremonies, and 
it was not simply in the peace of his quiet home, but in the 
busiest moments of his eventful life, when his mind was 
agitated by issues of grave public moment, religion was the 
abiding sentiment and impulse. It was the ever burning 
flame. It will bo remembered he went to the North-West 

and was employed — he was the only native so employed 

in the several negotiations with the Emperor Shah Alum, the 
Vizier of Oudh, the Maharaja of Benares and others when 
the grant of the Hewanny was made to the East India Com- 
pany. It was at such a time that Nubkissen visited tem- 
ples at Benares, performed ceremonies, made offerings and 
presents. Benares is one of the chief shrines in India, one of 
the oldest and holieslr cities. To die in Benares is one of the 
aspirations of the pious Hindu. To live there in retirement is 
the highest bliss on earth. To make some endowment for 
worship, to repair or adorn a temple, to establish a charity in 
that sacred city, is one of the best uses of wealth. The 
temple of Bishweshwar in Benares is the holy of holies, and 

» ■ Ward*s History of the Hindoos. *Vol I., pp. 160-161. 

* JTd , Vol. II., p. 9. 
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Nubkissen longed to do good to his soul by the ostublishnient, 
in his own name, of a special worship of Sivu in wntixi^ss of 
his faith. Much was the jealousy excited by his proposal. 
But Nubkisseii’s ardour and faith^ and, it may bo added, 
his tact and humility, conquered all opposition. The gods 
were propitious to the good Hindu. The Hindu public 
and the jPd72d(is ^ministers of worship) caino to support his 
idea ; and under the auspices of the then almost independent 
Maharaja of Benares, was established within the temple a 
symbol of Sit^u under the name of Sri Sri Navakrishnesh^^ar. 
This was an unprecedented act, and it has not been allowed 
to form a precedent itself. The Maharaja spent a largo sum 
on the occasion and made an endowment for the j inanent 
Sieba or service of the idol he ha<l established. Oreat was 
the sensation in Benares and among almost the entire Hindu 
population, for the act was unique. To this day the 
of Sri Sri Navakrishneshwar is regularly performed every 
day within the temple of Sri Sri Bishweshwarji. The 
Maharaja's piety turned his political visit into a pilgrimage. 
The circumstances under which he established the family 
idol Sri Sri Q-opinatliji are wortliy of recjord. Tt is said 
on the occasion of his mother’s srctd/i he spent a largo sum 
of money in V^ringing eshiblislied idols ( ) which wc^re 

best known and most largely worshipped. From Agradwipa 
within the possessions of Maharaja Krishna Ohundra of 
Nuddea he brought the idol ( ) Sri Sri Oopinathfi* 

He returned the other idols after the ceremony, and endowed 
their shrines with lands, &c., but retained tho^ ladt. The 
family tradition is that Mafaardja Nubkisson dreamt a dream 
which determined him to keep the idol in his family at any 
cost. He was prepared to give up for the sake of this idol 
a sum of three lakhs of rupees which he had lent to Maha- 
raja Krishna Ohundra. A friendly dispute developed into 
a regular quarrel and Maharaja Krishna Ohundra brought 
a suit in a court of law for the i^storation of the idol. 
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Nubkissen was not to be baffled however. He hail an image 
madocexactly resembling the idol from Agradwipa ; he sent 
this copy and reftained the original. Such a substitution 
would be unpardonable if^nit was a piece of furniture or any 
other article of property that was in dispute. Hut in retain- 
ing the original idol ho felt that he was obeying a divine 
command communicated to him in a dream, that the spirit 
that was represented by the idol had elected to be with 
him, and he would be offending Grod and conscience by 
a , literal submission to the legal rights of Maharaja 
Hrishna Chundra. The fact is noticed ^n Ward’s Ilistorf/ 

of the Hindoos in the following way^: 

“ Itaja !N^aT3akrislina of Calcutta once sei>:ed. this image (Oopee 
Natli of Agradwipa) for a debt of three lakhs of rupees, due to him 
from the owner Raja -Krishna Chandra Itai (of Krishnagore). T'he 
latter afterwards regained the image by a suit at law ; but not till 
^N^abakrishna had made another Gopee IN^ath exactly like it/' 

It is no great certificate to such a man to say of him 
that he was kind and generous to his relations. - He erected 
for them pncca [brick-built] buildings ; he awarded them 
maintenance. In his native village, Hunchagram, lie gave 
lands extending about three miles, to his distant kinsmen, 
free of rent for their habitation and other uses. He was 
variably kind to his dependents, and courteous, generous 
and even reverential to his poor kipsfolk. He looked up 
to his elder brother with the respect dtie to a father. To his 
g-UTu (spiritual preceptor) and his pnrohit (priest) he gave 
lands free of rent. 

Hopular tradition credits Maharaja*^ ISTubkissen with 
having spent nine lakhs of rupees on his mother’s Sraddha, 
According to another account, however, “ Grunga Govinda 
Singh, a person of the writer caste, head servant to Mr. Has- 
tings, expended, it is said, 1,200,000 rupees at his mother’s 

* Vol I. pp. 205-206. See also TJi-e Calcntta JRevieiM.^, Vol. VI. 1846, 
Article : “ The Banks of the ^3hagi^aihi.” 
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Shraddha : und Raja Nobokissen of Calcutta nearly ns much 
in the Shraddha. for his mother. Mis expense was principally 
incurred in presents to the Rrahmins, su<?li as bedsteads, at 
two or three hundred rupees each»; waterpi tellers ot silver 
and gold, some worth a thousand, and others two thousand 
rupees, dishes of silver and gold at five hundred, two hundred 
and one hundred ; silver and gold cups and lamp-steads, at 
two hundred, one hundred, <fec. ; covered bowls for betel-nuts, 
and gold and silver w'aterjugs at from five hundred down to 
one hundred, anil cloths at ten or fifteen rupees a piece.’’* 

It is impossib\p to know with definiteness the expendi- 
ture of a private person on a private ceremony unless he 
chooses to declare it or to place adequate inatiMaals ’ fore the 
pjiblic. The different estimates that have been made of 
Nubkissen’s expenditure on his mother's Sruddha are all in 
the nature of reckless speculation. The only thing which is 
definitely known is that the celebration was on an imxierml • 
scale. For. the distribution of alms and entertainment of 
guests the districts were divided into a number of thaiias 
with superintendents placed over them. They were called 
Darogas and were provided with^ stores and funds. THo 
almsgiving and the entertainments continued for a number 
of days and passed off to the satisfaction of all. IMen on all 
sides were heard to say: “ This is more than a Sraddha cere- 
mony, it is like the fj^avat Y^ajna of the Kali JMarut 

Vajita was the sacrifice which had been celebrated in the 
Satya Y^iiga by the class of Vedic gods called Alarztts., on 
which as a prototype the liaj-Stiya y^ajrwa of adjust hir a 

was solemnised in the next ^gc, the Uicapara Yaga. The 
following is a good account of the popular reminiscences of 
the celebration as they have come filtered down to the present 
generation : 

‘‘There were full thirty days between the death and the iS^radAday, 

and Navakrishna’s countrymen made good this advantage. At first 

■ ■■■ ■■ • 3; — 

* Ward’s History of Hindoos^ Vol 11., p. 1'I5, 
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the professionaTi heggars, Bhats and. Pariahs, undertook the journey. 
Next those whose condition oscillated between decency and beggary, 
who hitherto wavered between going and not going, decided in the 
affirmative. Lastly men even in competent circumstances, tempted 
by large expectations, and ur^ed by greedy wives, coupled with the 
small chance of being distinguished in the crowd, followed. Those wlio 
had to come from great distances, necessarily carried their homes 
about with them like the Bedouins. As presents are given per head, 
the very babies were brought, and when many of them died of suffoca- 
tion, their parents preserved them for the occasion and exhibiting 
them as if they were alive, added to their income, — the distributors of 
the presents, bewildered with the crowd and attacked by the army 
of beggars, each demanding and endeavouring to wring his share out 
before tlie others, had not the time nor the wits left to examine the 
recipients, and even dolls immersed in a heap of rags were passed 
upon them for infants. It was as it were an exodus of the moffusil 
to the metropolis. The very baz;ars of the zillahs, rendered unne- 
cessary for the time by the depopulation in the villages, were trans- 
planted into Calcutta and the Suburban JDistricts. 

“ All the Pundits of Bengal and many even of Benares were in- 
vited, and came. Navakrislina with all his wealth could ill afford 
accommodation for this host. But in all cases where he failed, the 
Hindoo inhabitants of the city and of the surrounding villages opened 
t^ieir hospitable doors. The beggars slept in the fields, under trees 
and on the roadside. The diet etic resources and the confectioneering 
skill of the whole country were invoked to feed the motley mass of 
humanity. The entire pottery of tlie country was exhausted. All 
tlie plantain trees of the land were laid under contribution for plates 
for the eatables. The confectioners had begui|^ their labours the day 
following ‘the last of danger and disti-ess,* and tlie result in time well 
indicated tliat a nation W'as to be fed for days. Piles of spices, the 
produce of all the betel-topes of Beiig;?! disposed of in heaps, pottery 
that rivalled Pabel, Himalayas of brass vessels and Alps of gold and 
silver things, all the shawls and broadcloth and other cloth Burra- 
Bazar, vast pyramids of sweetmeats and lakes of liquid sweets, kheer, 
dohee and milk, wore an imposing aspect. Everything bespoke bar- 
baric profusion. T. he arrangements were as perfect as human foresight 
and wisdom could make, but the contest was unequal. A nation 
besieging Navakrishna was too much for him, even though the military 
W€'re called to Ins assistance. Nav^ krishna, with the soldiers trying 
to preserve order among that swarm of locusts, was like Dame 
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Partington with her mop repelling the Atlantic. The presents to the 
Or^t Uninvited were iineqnally distributed. Some who had travelled 
a fortnight or twenty days received nothing at alj ; others who were 
plundered of all they possessed to boot heavily retraced their steps 
homewards, or, for want of the where Arithal to do so, settled near 
Calcutta ; while the presents and plunders reaped by a third number 
amounted to the annual income of many a big keranee. Rather better 
fared the invited Pundits and relations of Navakrishna. But the 
Amlah literally made fortunes. A fabulous sum was spent 
in this Sradh. Popular estimation reckons that sum at nine hics of 
rupees .^’ ' 

This was of course a uni<iiic celebration in the history 
not only of NuVjkiifSen but of the country. But the festive 
^atberinos held in his house on ordinary occasions wore 
iii:niy and varied. Apart from the Ibija ente:i. ninents, 
pjfi tics were especially la id for hringinnr to;^ether represen- 
tatives of the Kuro[U‘an anti Nativt^ eoinmunities. Those 
held in commemoration of the battle of LMassey wore frener- 
ully honoured by \Ih‘ presence of (Hive so \onyf as he was 
here, of the Oovernor-Oeneral of the? time, of members of 
Council and of other lea<lin;^ Eii^lishintui, official and non- 
ofRcial. That Nubkissen was in touch with the English 
community and mixetl on familiar te»ms with it, appears from 
an account in I s (jrCLzettey ol a party held in his 

house in celebration of the birthday of a Miss Wranghani^ 
Mr. H. E. Busteed ii^his kJchtws fnnn old CuLciUta devotes a 
chapter to that jouriud which he calls the " first Indian 'News- 
paper/ Miss Phnma Wraiighani was, according to this writer, 
probably sister of one John Wrangliam who entered the 
Indian Civil }Servic<», ]\Iadras, in "She was iho "‘social 

star'’ ""•who came in for the must prominent notice from 
the contributors to Hickey's paper.” Mr. Bivius, who is 
mentioned in the report of the entertainment, was a protdgd 
of Francis who had got him made Military storekeeper. The 
Guzette had an existence of only about throe years, and 

• # w#'. A itl'il lb<Ti. i»i'* 166—169. 
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its editor and itself had an unfortunate fate. The report 
runs 

From Hickey* s ^engctl GazettCy from Saiiu^dct/yy Aitgiist 18 ^/i, to 
Saturday y August 26 thy 1781 . 

On IVHonday niglit Itajalf Nobkissen gave a nautcli and magni- 
ficent entertainment to several persons of distinction in commemora- 
tion of Miss Wrangham’s birthday. As the ladies arrived, they were 
conducted by the Hajah through a grand suite of apartments into 
the Zenana, where they were amused until the singing began, which 
was so melliiluous as to give every face a smile of approbation. The 
surprising agility of one of the male dancers occasioned loud acclama- 
tions' of applause. The principal female singers called the nymphs 
and swains to celebrate the festivity of the da/^and spoke a few com- 
plimentary lines suitable to the occasion. After supper there was a 
ball, which was opened by Mr. Livius and Miss Wrangham, who were 
dressed in the characters of Apollo and Daphne. When the minuets 
were ended; country dances struck up and continued till past three 
in the morning, when the company departed highly pleased with the 
elegant festival. And when the liajah was attending Miss Wrangham 
to her carriage, he thanked her in very polite terms for having illu- 
minated his house with her bright appearance. 

Maharaja Nubkissen was the Maecenas of Hengal. There 
never was in this province a more munificent or more en- 
thusiastic patron of lettci;s and the fine arts. His home was 
the favourite resort of men of learning. His SaO/ta (Associa- 
tion) of Pundits was pre-eminently the first in the land. It 
has been popularly compared to the famous Council of 
Vikramaditya. It included men like v Jagannatha Tarka- 
panchanan, Vanessur Vidyalankar, Hadhakanta Tarhabagish, 
Sreekantha, Klamalakanta, Palarain and Shankar. The pundits 
of his Sabh^ more thtin once saved the honbur of IBengal by 
the triumph they achieved in disputations with champion pun- 
dits from north and south. A pundit of those times, named 
Hamnath Tarkasiddhanta, was distinguished as much for his 
learning as for his cynical pride and independence of character. 
It is said of him that when^Raja Ishwara Chandra of Huddea 
paid a visit to him in his humble dwelling, he spoke to that 
nobleman, in response to*’ a kind enquiry about the jiundit’s 
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wants, with the lofty dij^nity anti stubborn prid^ of Dioj^enes 
answering Alexander. But this same pundit, hewn fr^m the 
block out of which the best of Q reeks w€u*e made, accepted 
an invitation of Nubkissen'‘s and ^nteretl into an intellectual 
coml>at with a southern puntlit whom he easily laitl |>rostrate. 
He tleclined, however, ever 3 ’thing in the nature of a x>i‘csont 
that Nubkisseii offered to him. 

The Maharaja gave large anti frequent presents to 
beamed pundits. To Pundit Jagannath Tarkapanehannn he 
gave a taluk ^deUling a tlecent income anti also tht* cost of 
erecting his houst*.^ The Maharaja hatl math*! tt> fht' puntlit a 
ver 3 ' rich offer, namely', of a ztMiiintlary ^deltling a lakh of 
rupees ii 3 ’ear, but the puntlit tleclint'tl it on tht^ ^untl that 
riches were demoralising anti his tlescentlants, if thc*y were» 
wealth^’, would not care for learning anti woultl give them- 
selves up to luxury’. A smaller gift he accei)ted. It was 
through the Maharnja's influence that he was appointetl by* 
Crovernment as th<* < -ourt Pundit and Compiler of Hindu 
Law. He gave to Puntlit liatlhakanta Tarkabagish 1,200 
bighas of revenut^-f ree lanti untl obtainc'd for liim the title of 
Puntlit Pratlhan from the JEinperor of Otdhi. Ht? built for 
Puntlit Vaneshwar Vitlyalankar a house* in ^>obha-Bazur. 
Learned moulvies also received handsome encouragement 
from him. Ho was himself a great Persian scholar llffd 
was well versed in the history and literature of the Mussul- 
mans. In his own family he encouraged the reading of 
English and Persian, His collection of books and manu- 
scripts, Sanskrit, -Arabic and Persian, wM.fi large and valuable. 
It included many rare and original works, and the Sanskrit 
and Persian manuscripts in particular appear to have been 
compiled at great cost and with the most laborious and 
discriminative research. They bear evidence of the univer- 
sality of his tastes and of his general appreciation of learning* 
No private person’s library in this country could be com- 
pared to Nubkissen’s in reject df the value of ancient 
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manuscripts. * His appreciation of the fine arts, of music in 
particular, was in every way worthy of himself. Haru 
Thakur and Nitai Hass, well known as composers of songs, 
were his proteges ; and he introduced into Calcutta society 
and popularised the nautch which Englishmen believe to be 
the chief of our public amusements. It is JBai Nautch. The 
songs of Kahis f ) were a favourite entertainment of 

Hindoo society. They were a curious illustration of the 
blended powers of metrical composition and of controversy. 
Songs composed by one person or party and sung before an 
assembly wore then and there answered ^^by another. The 
answer brought a reply and so the song-duel went on till one 
side was fairly exploded. The full name of Haru Thakur 
was Hurray Kristo Hirghangi. He was called a Thakur 
because he was a Brahmin among kahis. It was in Nubkissen’s 
house that this species of entertainment had its origin, its 
^jfirst exhiV>ition. Haru Thakur was so attached to Nubkisson, 
that after the Maharaja’s death he gave up his profession. 
Of another kind of musical entertainment known as JLkhrdi^ 
the Maharaja was a distinguished,’ probably the first patron. 
JECnlui Ohandra Sen, who was not only competent in J^khrai^ 
but probably its founder, received great encouragement. A. 

cousin of KLului, — Ram Nidhi Grupta, popularly known 

as »Nidhoo 13abu, made great improvements in the art. 
Distinguished musicians — singers and players on instru- 
ments — came to him, attracted by his fame as a votary of 
the Muses, and none went disappointed. All had their due 
appreciation and reward. The writer who h^is been already 
quoted more than once thus delivers himself on Nubkissen’s 

encouragement of letters : 

Navakriskiia’s abilities, Persian scholarsliip, public spirit and 
liberality rendered him greatly respected in the English community. 
His vices were the vices of the age, of both NTatives and Europeans, 
of whatever rank ; but none' of his contemporaries, except Clive, 

approached liim in the better parts of his nature Nund- 

coomar, a better Persian scholar tlian Navakrishna, at the height of 



Maharajah Nhbkisskk Bahahhr. 


.187 


his power nicrelv lived in royal staU'. The name of (4un(;a Gobind 
Singh is preserved in tradition by a single act of magniBcent expendi- 
ture ; and of C^anto Baboo, a l>oor, by only his unexpected godd for- 
tune Navakrishna, on the oo..tiai y, Wivs an able official, an accom- 
nlisbed gentleman and a munificent noble».an. A warm patron of lettew, 
his palace was the centre of association of all the learned of tbe 
surrounding districts, and the resort of those of distant part^ of Jnd^ 
who chanced to co.ue to Calcutta. In acc-or<lance with a 
but most unexceptionable custom of this country, great 

ed by a number of pundits who give them the benefit of their opi- 
nion on all occasions and often discuss logical and metaphysical 
topics before them. Kavakrishna s council of the learned was splen- 
did, as the names of, two of its distinguished ornaments, Jagan- 
nath Tarkapanchanana and Vaneswai V idyalankara, will indicate, 
and discussions in it were always encouraged by large presents 
to the wranglers. Mis wealth and infiuence procureu ...m many 
rare I’ersian and Sanskrit manuscripts. Nor did music receive 
from him a less hearty w. lcome. Whoever, player on instrument 

or songster, came from Oellii, Gwalior, bucknow, Benares or other 
seats of the art, as far .1 wo as Mdorshedabad, was sure to be attracted 
by the fame of Raja Navakrishna’s fostering care .>f whatever was 
good or lieaiitiful. The letters of retired civilians to him frona home 
show the great confidence they repose«l in him. .Most young civilians 
desirous of attaining a knowh dge of the Persian t..nguc were referred 
by their elders to him .... The couple of dwelling houses he 
has left to his descendants are living monuments of the grandeur 
of his taste. They are, in Oriental estimation, perhaps the only two 
specimens of palatial buildings in a city styled the City of^ Palaces^ 
and the nautch-room in «ne of them is tbe best in Calcutta.” 

A.S the puntlits liavo boon so often rolorrctl to, it may bo 
necossary to say a few worths in ro^rartl to their character, 
functions an.l place in society. The pjni<lits are Brahmins 
Icarnctl in the lore tresisured ni^iii Sanskrit works.* They arc, 
most of them a.illiya'pcLhs or teaeher.s. The institutions in which 
they impart learninp? arti calletl tols in the vernacular of 
Benjral. They tak«‘ no fees from pupils, but, on the contrary, 
offerthem free board and loajring.. They are maintained by 
fiifts from the eominiinity, or, rather, from tbe hijt'bor castes 
thereof. Tn the da of Hindu iTings they eonld count on being 
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maintained iJy the king also. Though their work o£ teaching 
is wholly honorary, wholly a self-assumed labour of love, 
they may be in Ti certain sense called i>rofessional teachers. 
They have no other occUfpation than learning and teaching. 
They have no other ambition. If ever the ideal of plain 
living and high thinking has been realised it is in their caso. 
They form a class or community by themselves- Very often 
j>undits enter into family connections with j)undits alone, and 
the succeeding generation has pundits for ancestors, both 
on , the father’s and the mother’s side. The world has not 
seen another class like them. Plato and #A.ristotle, Abelard, 
Averroes and Avicenna, Duns Scotus anti Thomas Arpiinas, 
Usher an<l Sehlen, Grrotius, Puffendorf and Erasmus, Popp 
and Pentley have l>een great as scholars, as devotees of learn- 
ing, but which of their ancestors and descendants have lived 
the same life as they ? The race of scholars is ke]>t up in other 
parts of the world, not by a succession of them in the same 
families, but by fresh recruits from families never previously 
distinguished for learning. In India fresh recruits arc not of 
course excluded, but many are the families that have furnish- 
ed pundits for generations extending over centuries. There 
has been, so to say, a caste of ]>undils, an cl a caste that has 
justified its existence not by a mere name but the successful 
pursuit of its own sj^ecial calling. And the wonder is that 
the calling which has secured such steady votaries is so little 
remunerative. Next to the S<z7i9/asts and S<xd7zi4s the pundits 
are the most notable class in India. Ancient works have 
not till recently existed in the form of published books, and 
they are written in a style so ’condensed and elliptical as to 
be scarcely intelligible without the aid of well instructed or 
rather duly initiated teachers. Hence the value of oral 
teaching in India, and the works would have been of little 
value as instruments of education if the class of pundits had 
disappeared or collapsed. The intellectual development of 
the country came to be^Virrested under Mahomedan rule, but 
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there was one class that in the midst of poverty and perse- 
cution contrived throu| 2 ;h the dark centuries to keep byrning 
a modest flame of ancient Aryan knowlml^e. It was the 
pundits. Pro^^ress was out of the qyestion. But these pundits 
rendered the only service that was possible, the savin^y from 
utter extinction the loarnin<j; of ancient India. A fragment of 
it only remains, and for that w'C are indebted to the pundits. 
It is not merely that tliey have preserved the works, but 
tln^y have kept up the cultivation of the subjt'cts by the r<*ad- 
ing and interpretation of tln‘ works and the teaching of th<Mn 
to thfdr sons and py]»ils. t ) w ing to va rious reasons, however, 
tliev ari‘ now an ill-nourished, d<‘elining class. 

Sevi'ral of tin* junnlits, **s|»c*eia 11 y those who cv ’vates the 
Sjnr/fis, or tin? hooks d<*aliiig with law and custom, are 
recognisetl as authorities on socual practice and as the autho- 
ritative? int<*r[)ret<‘rs ot those hooks. Society changes, and 
law and custom mu'^t change with it. '^fhe liis/tisy who in 
ancient tinn‘s ha<l tin* power to makt* and dc^clare the law and 
custom, had also the power to cliang<i them. Aft<5r the era 
of the Hindu kings entrusted to the most hmrned 

pundits (^iicJu\rjf/a.s) or to associat ions of theun tin? task of into^- 
prt*ting the law and custom as tliey <?xistt?d in hooks or in 
practice*, and of compiling coeh?s of tln*m from time to time- 
The lliiiilu veijhi^e has now j>ass«‘d away. In the early dflh^s 
of British rule, juclg^s in administc?ring Hindu law took the 
oiiinions or vtj avast haa of competemt ]>undits ; and those 
oi>inions are still recognised as good law. ^Judicial adminis- 
tration has now h«coine iinli*p<‘ndent of the opinions of pundits. 
In matters of religious or social usage, however, no authority 
exists for interpretation excejit the pundits. They cannot 
very well be vested with official authority, for Government 
is pledged to a policy of non-interference in social and reli- 
gious matters. Society, however^ by a tacit and universal 
consent recognises that authority as existing in the pundits. 
Jt is obvious that the authoriQ^ mu£9t exist somewhere, fof 
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neither on the one hand can essential social practices, bound 
up with religion, be left to bo determined by the caprice ol 
individual opinioil, nor on the other can an old, unchanging 
code be left to govern ah^olutely an ever-changing society. 
Expansion or modification of the law is possible only by 
legislation or by interpretation. W'e have no Hindu legisla- 
ture now, and recourse is possible only to interpretation. The 
laws of ancient Rome were interpreted by judges and juris- 
consults ; the common law of England is made up of judicial 
decisions, of custom, long-standing and prevalent, and of the 
opinions of great commentators, like Granville, Bracton or 
Britton ; ecclesiastical law and practice are interpreted by 
courts of ecclesiastical jurisdiction ; and reason, tradition, 
analogy and expediency would alike suggest that in the 
present social and political condition of India, the interpreters, 
the adapters, the improvers of the social law and custom of 
the Hindus — always more or less mixed up with religion — 
are the pundits versed in the learning of those subjects. 
There is no other class competent for the purpose, nor can 
the task of authoritative interpretation be avoided. Hindu 
^cial questions do not mean questions of dress and fashion, 
but questions which affect the very framework of society, 
its existence or its integrity. 

Maharaja Nubkissen, not so much with the prudence 
of a social philosopher as with the instincts of a Hindu, 
patronised the pundits and submitted to their patronage. 
If there are any social legislators to-day amongst the Hindus 
it is the pundits. And as jN^ubkissen was ’the patron of his 
illustrious Sabha of Pundits, people felt that he was their 
rightful head. His relations to the pundits were exactly 
analogous to those of a Kshetriya king of old times and his 
council of social legislators, relations at once of supremacy 
and subordination, of political supremacy and social subordi- 
nation. Prom this among other things arose the social ascen- 
dency of Nubkissen. ‘*If the Kayastlias of Bengal have a 
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higher social position, a more clearly recognised status than 
that of the ICai/asthas of any other part of India, it isJ'>ecanso 
Nubkissen p;avo them strength and coheTence in (^ilcntta, 
which soon came to be impart ed^to the same community in 
the mofussil, that is, the interior of the province. (Calcutta, 
which in those days was a city of mere^ traders and shop- 
keepers, came under the influence of Nubkissen’s ma^^ic, 
social wand to be the homo ami nursery of a powerful, well 
organised Kayastha community. Whatever of tlignity or 
social power it has now, is trac<‘able to tin* impulse tln^t he 
communicated to i^ Even now ( 'alentta is the <>nly place in 
Bengal where organised social div isions ( ) exist, having 

recognised leaders ( ). Niibkissen’s iU\ ’on was 

tl^e largest and most infln<*ntial. And it is worthy of note*, as 
a proof at once of Nubkissen’s position and popularity, that 
even Brahmins cheerfully rang<*d tlnnnselvc's uinh^r his banners 
in his division. To tins <lay* many a Brahmin acknowledges 
membership of that division. Ami time has not wrestoel from 
the hands of Nubkissen’s <htsce‘mlants the* social sce*ptre that 
he wielded. Tlieir l<*adt*rsliip is nnivc*i*saliy aeknowh*dg<*d. 
Thev receive like him tlu'ir marks^ of liononr — tins w^reafli 
round their necks ami tli<* samlalw'oo<l past<^ on tli<*ir l<ir<*heads- 
in the true order of pr<*c(*<b*m*<*. 1 bey will umloubte*lly r<itani 

that position if they bav<^ tin* suavity and humility of NTib- 
kissen, his ardent relijiiious tempc*raimmt, his reailiness to bear 
the social burdens, his sympathy with society, his submission 
to the s/iastras, his respect for the Brahmans, pundits in 
particular, and f6r the Kiilhz KciyasOrns, And .the same is 
true of Society in general. Its existence will depend 

upon its coherence, its submission to discipline, its recognition 
of h*aders, its respect for tradition. 





CHAPTJiJR X. 


Notbs and Queries. 

The style in which Nubkissen celebrated his mother’s 
sraddha was mach discussed at the time. The question, 
whence did he got so much inoiiey, exercised men’s minds 
at least as much then as it does now. His contemporaries, 
who were staggered by the display, began to speculate, and 
several of them in their speculations treated him with little 
charity. It was reported to Mr. Verolst by some ;>iliuential 
men that the Maharaja, having spent all his money on the 
celebration ol his mother’s funeral rites, distributed in 
alms many lakhs of rupees belonging to the Ilon’ble Com- 
pany’s Treasury in his charge. After the completion of the 
sraddha, when the Maharaja went to visit Mr. Verelst ho 
told him in jest : “ 1 am informed that you lost your sense 
and expended the whole of your wealth, as well as several 
lakhs of rupees belonging to the Company’s Treasury, in the 
performance of your mother’s obsequies.” Nubkissen, as 
soon as he heard this, locked up the Treasury (then called the 
Money Godown) and left the key on the table of Mr. VerelW, 
soliciting him to remove his doubts by sending for the person 
who had accused him and for one of the members of the 
Council, and desiring them to examine and receive the <>n ffh 
in balance at the Treasury. • Mr. Verelst sought to pacify 
him, spoke to him in the gentlest manner, and assured him 
of his uifshaken confidence. The Governor said he had no 
doubt the cash was all right in the Treasury. The Maha- 
raja, however, remained inflexible. He said his hoRour had 
been assailed, and he begged an^ insisted that, for his own 
sake, as well as the Governor’s, the cash in the Treasury 
might be examined. Mr. Vererst yielded. He sent a member 
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of things, bo demonstrated to be false, 
for such a demonstration would mean the proof of a negative 
>uld be impossible by a simple experimental process 
imination of cash in a Treasury. In judging of the 
ty of a man what are the canons to be followed ? 
Lust call upon htjoa to account for every pice ho made, 
dnd, in' ^efault^ pass judgment against him ? If such a 
trial . was to be held, few would coiIie unscathed out of 
piribllshes his account books, and the speculations 
,;ie 4 ‘0?flbiers* about his gains and savings are generally worth- 
less. The rational principle of 'judgment would seem to be 
not to hold a man dishonest tiil something could be proved 
against him. And taking the world as we find it, it is not 
always possible to draw the line which divides honesty from 
itaiii^ppsite. It is not easy to say how much of the gains 

a doctor is honest, and how much is not. 
The world’s '^standards are 'not the moralist’s. All rising to 
great fortune, like ‘‘ all rising to great place,” “ is by a 
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property. Where it is made 

tically constructed, it has of course a nnlmc^ valtin^ ’^J^ut ifC 
has also a higher value not expressible in terms o^lhnohey of 
any denomination. It is a spiritual tt>i|| ^ . jfche sacred 
abode of the Divine Spirit. It is possibli^XMPptMen gave 
the substitute and not the original, but KlP||hllh^^]^undra 
could hardly have consented to take an idol that he li^niaw to 
Vie a substitute. If he Avas ready to accept a substitute he 
would be equally colhtent to take its material value in money 
or bullion, and that can hardly be believed. It is consecration 
that gives its specific value to an idol. If the general public 
were aware of •the substitution mad^ — and >the historical 

character of the accounts s^ms to show‘ that they were 

then the Raja must also have been aware of it. And as the 
Ctaja^s knowledge is extremely improbable, the historicsal 
accounts themselves should be received €n€m gTctno, W'hat 
appears most likely is that N^ubkisi^n had a copy of the idol 
made and offered both the*^ original and the copy to Krishna 
Qhundra to make his choice out of ; And the latter, depending 




196 


Notes and Queries. 

wholly upon chance, chose, unfortunately for himself, the 
wrong idol. There have been similar instances of choice or 
mischoico in analogous cases, and that seems to be the 
practice generally followed in that class of cases. There is 
a reason for it. It has an aspect of fairness about it, and it is 
believed that the Divinity that is immanent in the idol really 
rules the choice. En the present case, for instance, the fact of 
Raja Krishna. (Jhundra making a wrong choice would be 
regarded by Hindus as a proof that Gropinath elected to reside 
with IMaharaja Nubkissen. AVhen the wrong choice had in 
fact been made and the fact published to the world, it is 
likely that Englishmen who came to hear of it, or read of it, 
presumed that only the substitute had been offered and had 
been accepted by the Raja with the full knowledge of its 
supposititious character. Hence the error or the unlikely ele- 
ment in the historical accounts. 

A biography of Nubkissen would not bo complete with- 
out a reference to l^urko’s impeachment of Warren Hastings 
and the charge brought against him of receiving a bribe 
from Nubkissen. To satisfy the curious, all that Burke said 
is hero reproduced. He opened the charge in the following 
terms : — 

“We shall remove any degree of uneasiness from your lordships’ 
minw^s and from our own, when wo show you, in tlie charge which we 
shall bring before you this day, that one only received by 

Mr. Hastings, the smallest of his bribes or 'nearly the smallest, the 
bribe received from Rajah Nobkissen, is alone more than equal to hav e 
paid all the charges Mr. Hastings is stated to have incurred.” * 

The speech on th3 charge ruiis as follows : — 

“ Mr. Hastings has told you that he wanted to borrow money for 
his own use, and that he applied to Rajah Nobkissen, who gener- 
ously pressed it upon him as a gift. Rajah ISTobkissen is a banyaq^ ; 
you will be astonished to hear of generosity in a banyan ; there never 
was a banyan and generosity united together ; but Nobkissen loses 
his banyan qualities at once the moment the light of Mr. Hastings’s 
face beams upon him. Here,' says Mr. Hastings, I have prepared 

* Burke at the trial of Warren Hastings. Tuesday, 21sl April, 1789. 
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for you I Astonishing ! Mow can you think of* the meanness of 
lx»nds : yon call upon me to lend you iB34,<X)0 and propose bonds I No; 
you shall have it ; you are the Oov’-ernor-C^eneia^ who have a Targe and 
ample salary : but I know you are a generous man, and I emulate 
your generosity. I giv^e you all thiii money. Nobkissen was quite 
shocked at Mr. Hastings's oHering him a bond. My lords, a Oentoo 
banyan is a person little lower, a little more penurious, a little more 
exacting, a little more cunning, a little more money-making than a 
rJew. There is not a .Tew in the meanest corner of ^Ouke’s ]Place in 
bondon that is so crafty, so much a usurei*, st» skilful how to turn 
money to pro lit amj resolved not to give any money, but for profit, 
as a (ientoo broker of the <^lass 1 have mentioned. Hut this^man, 
however, at once gr#ws generous, and will not sufTei' a bond to be 
given to him : and IMr. Hastings, accordingly, is thrown into v'ery 
gi*eat distress.” 

“ In every ti’ansaction of Air. Hastings, where we have got a 
ifame there we have got a crime. Nobkisson gave him tUe money, and 
did not tfike his bond, ! believe, for it ; but Nobkisscn, we find, 
immediately afterwaixls enters upi>n the stewardship or management 
of one of the most considerable districts in Hengal. We know very* 
wc*ll, and shall prow to your lordships, in what manner such men 
lack such districts, and c‘xact from the inhabitants the money to 
reimy themselves for the bi’ibes which had been taken from them .... 
And we shall prove that Nobkissen, within a year from the tijgcie 
when he gave this bribe, bad fallen into arrears tt> the Company, as 
their steward, to the amount of a sum, the very interest of which, 
accf>rding to the rate of interest in that country, amounted to more 
than this bribe, taken, as was pretended, for the Company’s servi^.*' * 

After the de£c|fcc had been made, tlie speech in reply 
was as follows : 

“ In the settlement of his public account before be left India, 
he takes credit for. a bond whftch he had Received from Nobkissen 
upon some account or other. then returns to Nngfitnd, and what 

does he 'c>3 ? Hay off ? No. (jrive up the bond to the Company ? No. 
Me says, I will account to the Company for this money ; and when 
he comes to give this account of the expenditure of this money, your 
lordships will not be a little astonished at the items of it. One is for 
founding a Alahomcdan college. It is^a very strange thing that Xtaja 
Nobkissen, who is a Oentoo, shduld be em^iloyed by A£r. Hastings to • 

* Burke’s speech on the sixth clTargc. Yuesday, 5th May, 1789. 
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found a IV'Ialiomt?dan college. "VVe will allow JVTi*. Hastings, who is a 
Christian, or would he thought a CJhristian, to grow pious at last ; and 
as many others have |c}one who have spent their lives in fraud, rapacity 
and X3eculation, to seelc amends, and to ex}>iate his crimes hy charitable 
foundations. Nay, we will s?ipx30se IVIr. Hastings to have taken it 
into his head to turn Mahomedan (Oentoo he could not), and to have 
designed by a Mahomedan foundation to expiate liis oll’ences. Be it 
so ; but why should Nobkissen pay for it ? ' 

In answer to the accusation Warren Hastings stated as 

follows in his written defence : 

** The last part of the charge states that in my letter bo the 
Court of Directors of the 21st Pebruary 1784 I have confessed to 
have received another sum of money, the amount of which is not 
declared but which from the application of it could not be less than 
£34,000 sterling, etc. In the year 1783, when I was actually in want 
of a sum of money for my private expenses, owing to the Company 
not having at that time sufficient cash in their treasury to pay my 
salary, I borrowed three lakhs of rupees of Baja Nobkissen, an in- 
< habitant of Calcutta, whom I desired to call u})on me with a bond 
properly filled up ; he did so, but at the time I was going to execute it 
he entreated I would rather accej^t the money than execute the bond, 
I neither accepted the offer, nor refused it ; and my determination 
upon it remained suspended between the alternative of keeping the 
money as a loan to be repa,id and of taking it and apx>lying it, as T 
had done other sums, to the Company's use ; and tliere the matter 
rested till I undertook my journey to Ducknow, when I determined to 
acce^>t the money for the Company’s use ; and these were my mo- 
tives : — Having made disbursements from my own cash for services 
which though required to enable me to ci^ecute the duties of my 
station, I had hitherto omitted to enter into my account, I 

resolved to reimburse myself in a mode most suitable to the situation 
of the Company’s affairs^, by charging these disbursements in my 
Durbar accounts of the present ytjar and crediting them by a sum 
privately received, which was this of Nobkissen *s. If my claim on 
the Company were not founded in justice and a hond fide one, my accept- 
ance of three lakhs of rupees from Nobkissen by no means precludes 
them from recovering that sfUm from me. No member of this honor- 
able House suspects me, I hope, of the meanness and guilt of present- 
ing false accounts. 


' Hurke. Eiglitli day of reply, Satur<lay, 11th June, 1794, 
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In ret^aril to this accusation, implicating both Warren 
II iistin^s and Nubkissen, it has to bo obsorvctl that r»o proof 
was given in support of it ; that it rested \tdiolly on suspicion, 
and that eventually it fell thrmigh. The assumi>tions of 
fact made in support of the charge are wholly erroneous and 
unfounded. The argument for the prosecution was briefly 
as follows. All l>anyans are usurers : Nubkissen was a 
banyiin : ther<'fore, ISTubkissen was a usurer. No usurer 
wouhl lend money without a bond :intl without interest : 
Nubkissen was a usurer : theretore Nubkisst'ii wouhl* not 
lenil money without interest. Therefore the money he gave 
was a bribe. The conclusions sirt^ all logically drawn, but 
every one of the ]»reinis<‘s is wi*ong in tact. -iVi. banyans 
were not usurers, and Nubkiss<‘n w*ts not a banyan, but 
t/i€j Political Banyan. Banysius Head Assistants, Head 

Clerks, Private Sec« ^ n ies, or Head Baboos of Governors 
or other highly placed Elnglishmen. A man was never a * 
banyan out of relation to others, and by him sell. One could 
be a banyan only of somebody else. In a later time men 
carrying on particulai* trading or mercantile oi>eration3 were 
calle<l banyans, but the banyans of Nubkissen’s time were 
only personal Assistants of this or that Sciliih. They may 
have lent money, but their business was not mon<’sy-lending. 
An<l Nubkissen waj^ n<*ver a banyan of any Suhib. He was 
the Company’s PoliMc;d Banyan. His fuTictions were pub- 
lic and political, not private and personal. The Political 
Banyan no more resembled the ordinary personal banyan 
than the Indian Civil Service ” rcsern^bles th<3 “•Home Civil 
Service/* of which two the loriiicr means a bo<ly of rulers 
and judges, and the latter a body of clerks. But whatever 
banyans might have been or might have doncs, it is certain 
that Nubkissen was never a professional money-lender. liis 
worst enemies have never charged him with possessing 
that character. From all tbat is^ known of his i>ublic 
life, or even of his privat<3 life, usury would seem to be 
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incompatible with his character, A man oi: imperial ambi- 
tion q-od statesmanlike gifts, who lived in princely style, 
made princely donations and patronised learning and the 
arts, who was religious ,and reverential to the core of his 
heart, would not be likely to deal in bonds, in interest, in 
penalties and forfeitures. The usurer is made of far other 
stuff. The lion does not crawl on the earth or burrow 
under ground ; the eagle does not hop from grass to 
grass. 

This loan of three lakhs of rupees does not degrade 
Hastings, but it exalts Nubkissen. It shows the generosity 
of which a Hindu is capable. Hrobably Burke’s astonish- 
ment would have been less if he had known that by the 
tenets of at least one oriental religion, that of Islam, tl\p 
taking of interest is prohibited. Nubkissen did what was 
specially befitting in a Hindu of his wealth and position. 
Burke coul<l not understand wh^ a Gientoo should care to 
found a IMahoinedan college. H^ere was, however, a Gientoo 
of a very extraordinary typo. How was Burke to explain 
his gift of land for the erection of a Christian Church ? 
Catholicity like JMubkissen s is rare, and it is no wonder that 
it elicited warm praise from the Christian community at the 
time. The following records ^ arc a proof : 

The Sth ^cc7hu<xr^ 1780. 

To TIIK faiNTER Ob' THE OctlcuttH Clctzetie. 

Sir, — tlie following conveysan instance of liberality and public 
spirit in a native of tliis country, which in Europe would have done 
honour to Hij=i Orace of I^orthuniberland, I beg ybur public insertion 
of it as a tribute to truth and justice, and for the right information 
of the settlement. 

1 am. Sir, 

Vour constant reader and a subscriber, 
(Signed) W. W. 

‘(Selections from the Onloutta Cre$^zettc:s the year, 1789 to 1797, &c., tScc., 
by W. S. Seton Ivarr, C. S., Vol. 11, page 198). 
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Lteltor of thaiik*s from the gentlemen of the C^hiiroir C\>miuitteo to 

TVXaharaja Nobkisseii Bahadur of Calcutta. 

Si«, 

The Committee ot gentlemen amioiiiteil by the SubHcribera, for 
♦ uectiii^ a church to carry iiitt> etfect the puri)t>.ses of their subscription, 
have receiv'ed from the II«>u’blt* the C4ovei-iior-Ceueral and l"ouncil 
a copy of youi* durkha-st, iii which you f 2 five and make over to the llt>n’ble 
\Vai*ren llastin^^s, Kstjuire, Covernor-Oeneral, in order that a church 
may be erected there«3n, six bet't^ahs and ten biswas of*Iand purchased 
by yt>u for your own use in C^alcutta. 

Xfiis gift is a nn>st Ubei-al instance of your gt'iieroidty, am^ has 
allVu'ded the Kiigli.sli settlement in general a great and most season- 
able aitl towards giving t»frect to tht'ir wishes foi* building a place of 
public worship, and f am desired, Sii*, to render you the anks of the 
(^>mmittee for it. 

• I am als«> to ac<]iiaint yoii that tht‘ llon’ble the. < iovernor-t^enefal 
and (Council entei-taiii the samt» sense t>f your liberality, and have parti- 
cularly mai*kt*d it in :i •••lLi;r which they have lately written to the 
Iloii’ble the Court of 5 >ii .‘ctors. • 

1 am. Sir, 

Voui- most obeditmt Immble Servant, 
(Signed) IJv tiik Skcrhitaiiv 'r«> tiik Committkk. 

Nnbkissc ‘11 lia<l iii<>r<? roasoii to Jio in sympathy with tiTo 
i II t.f»l loot Hill ami spiritmil sidvjiiioc'. men t oi* tho IVlahomodutis 
thiiii with that of* Christians. Tlitjro was no necessity in 
tho.sc days for found iii;^ a coll<^tre for Kiiropeans in Iticlia. 
The Mahoinedans w^ro backward in education and would he 
Vjonefitod by a college. Nubkissen was intimate with tho 
highest Malioniodans in the land, was familiar with their 
court lito, was ib touch w7th their sotjioty, ancj, above 'all, 
was learned in thcur court fanguage, Bersian. Nothing so 
much develops sympathy with a people as knowledge of 
their language. The European scholar who is learned in 
Sanskrit or Arabic ha.s never been -known to have had any 
hut the most kindly feelings towasds the people whoso classics 
they arc*. And Nuhkissen as a l^ersian scholar might be 
presumed to be naturally appreciative of Mahoniedan learning. 



202 


Notes a:s^i3 Querip^s. 


The most wonderful part of the bribe-theory is, that 
shortly'' after his advance of tlie three lakhs Nubkissen was 
appointed SezawuV of Biirdwan. The story of that appoint- 
ment has already been told.^ The appointment was no jobbery. 
It had become necessary in the interests of the state. There 
was difficralty in eollecting the revenues ; arrears had accu- 
mulated, and Nubkissen was universally believed to bo the 
fittest person for the office. His success justified the choico- 
It was an irksome and embarrassing task that ho had to per- 
form, but he did it to the complete satisfaction of the autho- 
rities, and he ultimately resigned the office of his own free 
will. Hrobably Burke’s only authoi’ity for the charge of 
oppression and exaction by Nubkissen as So^awiil was a 
statement by Mr. looter Moore at the trial. That gentleman 
said s “His conduct is said to be very irregular, and his exac- 
tions very great, and it clearly appears so, from his pay- 
^ monts being so much greater in amount the second year than 
they were in the first.” There could not bo evidence more 
flimsy than this. The first portion of it is only hearsay, and 
the rest is only a presumption arising from increased pay- 
ment. C/ollections, however, may be made without exaction, 
and the only case that came to court of alleged oppression, 
completely broke down from, want of evidence. Nubkissen 
had been legally armed with some powers of a coercive 
character for the realisation of dues, and he never appears 
to have exceeded those powers. The accounts that he sub- 
mitted have never had their veracity questioned, and there 
never was any circu hi stance that could even raise a pre- 
sumption that he had made any illicit gains by bis seza- 
wulship. Burke flung charges broadcast of which he 
could give no proof. No one will question or under-value 
his sense of justice, his Ibvc of liberty, or his sympathy with 
the Indian people. It is precisely those very feelings which 
made him so earnest in his impeachment of Hastings, and 
as Hastings was in his eyes a great criminal, he suspected 
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ovoryhody who Imd <lono :i st‘rvicc to thift 1 "a|.>tain- 
Cii^neral of Ifii<|nity/’ or rocoivn'd a stM*vict' IVoiy him. 
Niihkisx ‘11 was taintoil by an unholy asstR^;iat ion . 

Nnbki ssen had six wives llcy-amoni, Hhowani, Ivnnja- 

nee, Shankari, Snkee and Hi Iasi. They could read and 

write J^en^alee, a rare accomplishment of Hindu ladies in 

those* days. Pol^'^ainy is an institution so re'pu^nant te> tho 
AVestern mind, ind<*etl so hateful to the* AVestern taste, in 
itself it is an institution so little de^fonsible, that a word in 
explanation of Xubkisscui's multiplicity of wiv^s will ^not 
]>robably be* wastec^. The* ILindii inarria^e^ is not a contrac'd, 
but a sacrauK'iit ; an<t tlie tie is iiulissoluble. Divore^c^ or 
judicial separation is unknown. If theuadbro becomes 

nj[*ct‘<sary, on any ^rou’ul, for a man to takrs a. second wife*, 
while* the first is alive*, be* has te> take^ hcii* in adelition to the first. 
(Jne* e>f the* ;^rounels on which it may becomes n<?cessary te> 
take a soce)n<l wife* tiM3 absence of a male) chilel by t.he* first. 
According to the3 inninctions of religion, the^ normal ])criod of 
a Ilinelu’s life* is eJivid<‘ei into sev<*ral st;i^e»s e>r a sr<cni(is as they 
are call<*eL One of tlie*se is that of marrieel life's and lioiiskeej)- 
It is tjri hast !t<t <rsruni<i. Tlie* last is the sta;^o of re;tirc^ 
nient and r(*li^ious m<*<litation. The 3 re*al, that is, the 
redi^ious purpose e>f marriage* is the birth of sons. It 
is tho* son that ce^nfers spiritual be*nedit on the manes'^ ot‘ 
the deceased parent^ ft is tho son that performs tho 
srciddhcL and oilers jdtuhi to tho clepartccl soul. Tho son 
is the spiritual saviour of thc3 parents, and torments are 
reserved in the^ ir<?xt world Tor tlic sonless. i >no ^son at least 
is wante^d for spiritual functicths, and inarria^ro is necessary 
for getting a son. All the Hindu’s ebities in life are rc- 
^ulatoel by relif^ion, and a man’s eluty to marry arises from 
the necessity of havin^r a son. If tike jilready married wife 
or wives arc barren or bear only. females, a fresh marria^ye 
is held, onr eli<rious /^rounds, to be justifiable. Nubkissen 
treated all his wives well and*pjave rtiem liberal allowances, 



204 


Notes ani>1 Queries. 


but up to a leather advanced ago ho had not the good fortune 

for such the Hindu deems it to be blest with a son. His 

last marriage, that with Srimati !Bilasi Dassco, took place in 
1775. Up to that year he had only a female child born 
(in 1772) unto Ranee Ileramoni Uassee. It is true he 
had adopted a son, Glopi Mohan Ueb, in 1768. That at any 
rate was stated by some witnesses before the Supreme Court 
of Calcutta ip the suit of Copi Mohun Deb Raja Raj- 

krishna Deb Rahadur. Hut he had not at the date of his last 
marriage a son sprung from his loins. After that marriage 
ho had two more daughters by two Ranees, and in August 
1781 he had the supreme satisfaction of having a son born 
to him Raja Rajkissen. 

Nubkissen had a piece of ground at Ghyretty, near 
Chandernagore, which, though small, deserves notice for the 
manner in which it had come into his possession. It was 
contiguous to the house and gardens of Nabob Cossim Ally 
Khan, who had made a grant of it to Sir Eyre Coote, who 
commanded the Army in Bengal in 1762. That Greneral 
disposed it off to Nubkissen, who had for a time some 
difficulty in obtaining quiet possession of the property. 

Nubkissen ’s social leadership has been already referred 
to. It may be noted as a matter of detail that the Kayastha 
coRjinuity of Calcutta had at first two divisions (^^), one led 
by Madan Datt and the other by Nubkissen. The division 
led by Nubkissen seems to have been formerly led by 
Kristo Churn Mitter. It rapidly grew in numbers and 
influence under him. 

4 

In (Calcutta Nubkissen h^,.d more than once to change 
his residence as he advanced in life, as his family* (in the 
Hindu sense of the word) expanded, and as his circum- 
stances improved. Calcutta consisted originally of three 
villages — Sutanati, Kalikata and Grovindpur. The chief 
of these was known as* Sutanati Hat, literally ‘‘ Cotton 
Thread Mart.” It g‘*ew rip on the eastern bank of 



the river tor the sale of couiitr 3 ’'-made ^rarns and cloths. ‘ 
Sobhahazar was th«^n a jungle, though when Nobo^j^issen, 
('live’s IMiinshi, settled there after the ♦>attle of Plasse^’', 
it rose rapidl^^ in buildings aiyl population. Mention 

is made of it in 1780 as freipiented b^’" sailors and of a ^reat 
tiri‘ having occurred thtn'i* when daclv was very activi> in 
rescuing the natives’ property from the flames.’^ “ It was 
Niibkissen that ina<le Sobha bazar. A w'ord^ma^^ be said 
about thc‘ name' Sobhabazar. Tlit're have bt'en learned 
disciis'sions about its origin. It has been said by s<jmo 
that it m<*ans litcy'all^’^ a bazar of beauty and is derived 
from the Hennjalee wortls and Hy othc'rs it has 

been traceel to tli<‘ words and and ha ‘on t-aktm 

to mean the locality wdu're* lh<‘ ;jjrc‘at ^atherin^’ or on the* 

occasion ot' th<^ .-t rddd/nt e>f Niibkissen’s mother wa» helel. 
It is e'asy te> se*e* Irom se've ral re*corels that have been cpioted 
that both these* e-' n inole>^'i<'S are' wrono-, that the*, name was 
ori^inall^" written as Sonbah llazar whiejli explains itself. 
Sham Bazar appeai-s te> have* be'en ( 'harle*s's Bazar. Some* 
of the5 le>calitie*s kne>wn as ‘'bazars’^ ap])e*ar te> have* been 
eialloel bv the* name*s e)f ]>articnlar Jl3n^lishme*n. “ The hons^ 
^e'lierally known by the* name* e>f Sankar (Ihosh’s is the^ pcLttrir 
e)r family inhe*ril ane*.e* which e>n the* ele*ath e>t thi;ir mothc^r eles- 
ve>1ved on the* tbre*e* brejthe*rs, the* saiel Baja NavakrishIPla, 
Ham Se>e>nde*i* and mik ( 'himele*!* ; anel that peo[>le elo 

;^e*nerall 3 ’’ call thc^ house ('"Unfit Htivee anel nttrutun T3ciTe4^. 
That the w<*--te*rn wino- or ran^e* of apartme*nts e>f that honsc 3 
w as-fe>rine*rly occii^)ic*eJ b v iVIsriiaraja Navakisse*ii bedbre he haej 
iiuilt and re*niov’e»el to ane»thA' house oti the Seat’s ^re>iinej 
ciilled Jiurrn i in '^fhe families of Hanise>e>nele3r Be*warta, 

' Scf3 JIxMtonj itf IfritiMh IfitHa t>y Sir W, W. IIuriteT, f, pa^^e 225. 

- i/itit Sof iaf fAf> in fjn I i-nttn . n f‘f>nfut‘y a*/o, I5y the Hev» J, 

pa^^e* 8- • 

’ deposition of J va«i ham* ihiin esiioMi in finjA* tnahn tt Oth vs. ftnju Tlct}- 
kriahna JJch liahtnlnr . 





Notes aisto Queries. ^ 

Manick Chafedra Bewarta and Raja Nubkissen all dined^or 
messed together until the year 1180 (B.S.) when in conse- 
qnence of the kicrease of members in each family they 
found it inconvenient to ^continue this practice any longer 
and accordingly agreed to dine separately, each in his own 
apartments. That Raja Nubkissen also lived in apartments 
allotted to him in the paitvic^ or family house which he had 
enlarged by purchasing ground adjoining to it and erecting 
other buildings and joining them to his side of the apart- 
ments in ' the paitric house.^ ** The house in * which 
Ramsoonder Bewarta and his family Jived was built by 
Raja Nubkissen ; but the ground on which it was built was 
purchased by the mother of Nubkissen.^” Nubkissen began 
to build a Thakoorbaree^ but death prevented him from 
completing it. After his death Raja Raj Kissen pulled down 
some parts of the structure and rebuilt it on a different plan. 
It was intended to be .4^dicated to the service of Gopinathji 
and Govindji. It wli#the wish of Maharaja Nubkissen that 
the sum of Rs. 50,000 should be spent on the building. 
In 1780 the Maharaja with his wife Sukee Dasse and his son 
Rajkissen retired from the old family house to the new house, 
taking with him the greatest part of his moveable property^ 
The other members of his family and the remaining wives 
o^ the Maharaja remained with Gopimohun Deb in the 
old family house. Nubkissen made hi^last will on the 13th 
"May 1791 and died on the 22nd November 1797, corres- 
ponding with the loth- of Agrahayan, 1204 (B.S.) 

A brief reference to soiUe of the most conspicuous 
men. that lived in or about th4^ time of Nubkissen will not be 
out of place. Maharaja Doorlub Roy enjoyed the highest 
distinction and power at the Oourt of Seraj-ud-Dowlah before 
liOrd Clive had set foot in Bengal. lie was the first lord 
of the Treasury and n^intained no inconsiderable army 
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oP his own to support his dignity and to shiolcf himself from 
danger. He command<*d thc^ troops which wore sent^to the 
encampment at Plassoy though he docs mot appear to have 
been engaged in that battle. Under Meei^ Jalfer, ho still 
continued to preside over the exchequer ; and so great was 
his wealth, that the Nabob and his execrable son, IMeeran, 
employed every engine of Grovernment for more than a twelve- 
month to pillage and destroy him ; and this th^y would have 
inevitably effected but for the active interference of CUivo.^ 

Maharaja Shotab lioy was on<' of the Ministers a^the 
Court of ]Moorshedal>ad, where ho appears to have held a 
command in the army. lie was the only Hindoo of Bengal 
who in that stirring period exhibited the fainte*-' spark of 
military courage. We find him commanding a body of 
native troops in the battle which Knox fought tinder the 
walls of Patna in 17 TtU ; ami the Knglish commander bore 
the most ^honorable testimony to his boldness and skill. 
The author of the Seer Mutakherecn, who witnessed the 
battle from the walls of the city, says : “ Knox came in the 
evening, with Shetab Hoy in his company. They were both 
covered with dust — and sweat. The CJaptain passed thie 
greatest encomiums on Shetab ftoy^s zeal, activity and 
valour. He exclaimed several times, ‘ This is a real Nabob. 
I never saw such a Nabob in all my life.’ ” After the aetjui- 
sition of the Uewand^ by the English, he was associated with 
Mahomed Hoza Khan in the management of the finances.^ 

The Setts of Moorshedabad are too well known to 
need any detailed notice. They were • the imperial bankers 
for the three provinces ; — second in importance only to the 
Soobadar himself. No political event transpired during 
the fifty years preceding the downfall of the Mahomedans 
in which they did not bear a prominent share. It was of 
them that Burke said in the House of Commons that their 
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* Nubkissen’s career, as has been sho'W'n, was unique. 

Nuvakrishna was a represental^y^ , , In hin^eolf he 

holds up to us the mirror of bis‘ age.^ iQC.e / Uved in one 
of the most importaat and criti&a^ periods of - our history — to 
some extent he acted that history* ^ He was one- of the lead- 
ers of our revolution, a revolution little less "glorious and 
momentous in its results than the Hnglish Revolution of 
1688, and his nover-fHIling t^o'^the} JGiiglisb. shows 

that he wajf immeasureably above* h i4' ajge in political saga- 
city and pcM'liaps too that he waa, warmed by -a degree of 
patriotism. P>iit ke possesses a greater historical interest. 
With him passed away the generation of natives who h<dd 
tli<‘ highest posts under the English in India aiui exc‘rcise<l 
poNv<*r and iiiflm nee little inferior to the (jrovernor-Grencrnl.”* 


^ 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Ni bkissen axi> the EN/fi»Eisu Conquest. 

SoARCEi^Y any nation in the world has followed, as cfosely 
or as consistently as the English, the principles which were 
laid down by a great English philosopher atnl man of the 
world, in regard to the nse that rulers have to make of their 
counsellors and the d<‘gree of public recognition tliat is to lie 
given to them. Racon wrote : — “ The ancient times dcT set 
forth in figure botR the incorporation and inseparable con- 
junction of Counsel with Kings, and the wise and politic nso 
of Counsel by Kings : the one, in that they say Jupiter did 
rftarry Metis, which signiticth t Counsel ; whereby they intend 
that sovereignty is married to Counsel ; the other, in that 
which followeth, which wa^ thus : they say, after Jupiter 
was married to Metis, she <^nceiveii>^J||^||^|^m and with 

child ; but Jupiter sufiered not to stay tiW^ihe 
but ate her up : whereby he becailae himself with and 

was delivered of Pallas armed, ont of his head. Whicji 
monstrous fable containeth a secrdt of empire, how Kings 
are to make use of their council of state ; that first, they 
ought 4^ refer matters unto them (w'hich is the first begetting 
or impregnation) ; V^t when they arc elaborate, moulded, 
and shaped in the >fomb of their Council, and grow ripe 
and ready to be brought forth, that then they snffer 
Coimcil to go throjigh with the resolution and 
depended on them, but take 4hc matter back indi 
hands, arfd make it appear to the world that the decrees and 
final directions (which, because they come forth with prndenoe 
and power are resembled to Pallas ^armed) proceeded from 
themselves, and not only from their authority, bu^ (the more 
to add reputation to themselves) from their head and 
In this respect Englishmeif have •been RaeoniafIS 
Bacon. They have always known how tp^ refer matters unto 
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counsellors, and, when they have been elaborate, moulded 
and shaped,” to take the matter back into their own hands 
and make it appear to the world that the decrees and final 
directions proceeded tVomr themselves, “ and not only from 
their- authority but from their head and device.” And 
whether formally initiated in these principles or not, they have 
invariably acted according to them by a sort of instinct in 
administering the affairs of this country. They have observed 
those principles most systematically in dealing with native 
Counsellors. The native of India is indispensable to the ruler. 
Often he is his best adviser, his only infor^nant Me not only 
carries his master’s messages or obeys his orders, but warns 
him, instructs him, fights his battles, saves his life or honour, 
and even governs for him. 13ut the native, whatever hfs 
services, receives as little recognition in any history of India as 
the American in a history of Mwglish literature. The country 
is studded with ini'inorials of Knglishinen who in civil or mili- 
tary life have in any way aided in the; establishment or main- 
tenance of British rule, but material monuments or historical 
notices of native helpers of the JEnglish cause are hard to find. 
JN^eed we wonder at the omission of native names from works 
by Englishmen, when there is scarcely a history of India 
or ^ven a biography of Clive or Hastings that mentions even 
Maharaja Nubkissen who was the friend, philosopher and guide 
of the hero of Blassey, and to whom the English are indebted 
for services which can scarcely be repaid ? The English habit 
is never to recognise the individuality of the native, but always 
to merge him in some English|nun or other. The Englishman 
by virtue of his position in India is always -the- superior 
officer. Some subordinate may not only be his right hand 
but his brain, but authority* takes precedence of ability, the 
subordinate is sunk in the superior, and though a resolution 
in a gazette may bestow compliments on a few fortunate 
natives, the-writers of the more elaborate official documents 
or books of history do not seem to think it worth their while 
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to tiifcifi^uro thoir pa^os l>y nativo iianios. TITIto history of 
liidia^ as writt<*n hy Kii^lishinc‘n — aiul no otluMs ^aro to 
write it — is a history of Kii^lish sohlito-s Kii^lish rulers. 

Which history of India <liirinpf the JVIiitinics nic'iitions Hurrish 
Ch under Mookerjea, and yet who could he more fitly called 
the ri^ht hand of Ijord Canning at the time ? 

“ The most wonderful things,’’ says 13urke, “ are brought 
about in maii^' instances by means the mo«t absurd and 
ridiculous ; in the most ridiculous modes : and, apparently, 
by tlie most contemptible instruments. Again :*“It is pften 
impossible, in thc.^s^ political emjuiric's, to fiml any proportion 
b<‘twt‘en the apparent force of* siny moral causes we may 

assign, and their known operation .A comnif'.n loldicr, a 

<^hild, a girl at the door of an inn, have change<l the face of 
fortune, and almost of Nature.” Niibkissen rendc*red services 
to the founders of the Knglish in the Kast which 

certainly make him out to bo an instrument.” Mo was no' 
“contemptible instrument” however, for his servicers were 
not merely 6f the mechanical, accidental sort. They wore 
not confined to any special, single occasion. They are not 
to he compared to the guarding of^a gate or tlu' clefcuico o^a 
bridge. They were systematic, long-<*oii tinned ami (hdilHu*ate, 
giving evidence of various intellectual and moral qualities. 

was an instrument in the same scuise in whicrh (divi^was 
himself an instrument. Doth were foumlers of thc^ cunpire, 
the one by his sword, the other hy his <liploinaey. As has 
been observed in a previous chapter, the inspiration of empire 
came into the sofdier’s mind from the diplomat.^ Jloth were 
alike instruments, for neithei^ was, hy his birth, education or 
surroundings, drawn in any lUicessary w’ay to imperial tactics. 
Neither had received any training for his work, yet each 
was fittest, among the men of the tinie,^ for thci •purpose he 
accomplished. 

The Mnglish acquisition ^of India is one of the most 
marvellous facts of history. The efrenm stances that led to 
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the <‘stabli.s]ini(»n t of ilio J^ii^Jish power nnd tJit* cliumatvr of 
Hie roAeoliition that was a<^*.eoinplisli<Ml, have <h‘scrihod[ 

with remai*kahl<‘ •^icciiraey and soiiiniiiess of jud^aiiont by 
Profesor Seeley. ‘‘ Oiir «ae(|uisitioii of India,” writes the 
learned historian, “ was inadt' blindly. Nothing ^reat that 
has <wer IxHni don<‘ by Knojlishnien was done so unintention- 
ally, so aeeidontally as the <*on<jiie-it of India. There has 
indet'd been Ifttle enough of ea Icailation or c*ontrivance in oiir 
colonisation. Whcni our Hi’st s<‘ttlers went out to Virginia ainl 
Ne\if TGn eland, it was not intemhxl to lay the foun<la.ti6ns of 
a iniehty rc^pnblican stat<‘. Hut here tliQ event has <liftered 
from the desien onlj’- in deeree. Wo did intend to establish 
a now community, and wc*, <‘v<m knew it would be republican 
in its ten<hMu*y ; what was hi<hlen from us was only it^s 
immense maenitmle. Hut in India w<‘ intrant one tiling, and 
<lid quit<‘ another. ( )ur object was trad<», and in this we 
were not particularly" successful.* War with the native states 
we did not think of at all till a hundred years after our first 
settlement, and then we thought only of such \var as mi^ht 
support our trade ; aft(‘r this time aoain more than half a 
cbiitury passed bcdbrc* w^ thought of anv considembh* tcu’ri- 
torial acquisitions ; the* nineteenth century had almost beoun 
before the policy of acquiring an ascendency over the native 
stat^^s was entere<l upon ; and our present supreme position 
cannot be said to have been attainod,/oefore the (Governor- 
Generalship of ljor<l Dalhousie, little more than a quarter of 
a ct^ntiiry a«o. All alono- we have been looking* one way and 
mo vino* unojbher. • ' • , 

AVhat was the condition of'^ the country at the time the 
hlnglish came into power ? Ijet the historian answer : 

When we began to takr^ possession of the country, it was 
already in p, state of wild anarchy, such as JBurope jierhaps 
has never known. Whafc gov<?rnment it had was pretty 
invariably despotic, and was generally ‘in the hands of military 
adventurers, depending' on a soldiery composed of bandits 
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A'llox? ^*^K•ation was {>1 iiiidia*. INIitljraila J*«»w<t 

fovereil tli<‘ ^ri*att'r |>ai*t ot* India and I li ri'a t t‘ni*d oin*c‘ 

Delhi and ('ahnitta, wiiil<‘ it ha«l In^ad-t^iia rt - at Poonah, 

ainl y<*t this power was hnt an or t^jani-iat ion i>t' pilla^u*. Mean- 
\vhih‘ in the North Xadir Shah rivaUtMl Attila or Tamerlane 
in hi^ <lf‘va-t at in;^- oxpt-di t ii>n<. It may hr said thi-- was «mly 
a pas^in^ anarehy prodiietul hy the* ilissoliit ion of I hr Mooul 
Knipirc'. I^^vrn >o, it wonhl show lliat Imlia i^ not a country 
wdiic-h can endure* tin* witlnlrawal ot' i i o V€*rnmc»n t . But 
have w** not a ‘.omt'whal <*\a ooc‘rat <‘d iele'a otii tin* INIoonl 
Dmpire* y lt> oia'afur-^s wa> «*xlr«*inrly shorldivc'd. and in 
the* I >e*c<*an it s<*<*m'^ ne*\ <*r re*ally to liaxe* e*.*-< ahli>-he*el it*^(*H. 
’The* anar<*hv wltiidi (Mive* anel Hastings four. in India 
^wa'' not so <*xc^<'pt ie>na 1 a state* of thinos a> it mi^ht s<*«*in. 
Probahly it was mu<*h me>re inte*nse* at that inoineMit than <*vef 
h<*for<*^ hut a <‘e»ndiTie>n of anareJiy ><'<*ins almost to have* 
he*<*n e*.hronic in India since* Malnnoinl, anel to have^ h<^e*n hut* 
'suspended for a while* in the* North(*rn half hy AUhe*r anel 
Shah Jehan: 

Endia^ Professor S<*<*h*y ooe*s on to say, was n<3ve*r con- 
epiore^d hy the Knolish. The worel ’•‘conque*st ” refers to some 
action tlone* to one* state by another. There* is war y>c*tw’’een 
two state*s ; the army of the* one* state invaele>!S the^ e>th<*r and 
ov(*rfurns the government of it, or, at h*ast, I'orces the ^eA^ern- 
inent to such humil^iting terms, that it is practically elepriveel 
of its independence. Nothinfjj of this sort happeneel hetwc*en 
Kn^lanel and India. India had no nationality, the*, ]>eople 
hael no national •feel iiifr, anfl Indian po*ve*rs w’^ere overthrow’ll 
hy the aid of the Indians ftiemselves. Now this is not a 
forei|Tn conquest, but rathc*r an internal re? volution. In any 
country w’hen government breaks down anel anarchy sets in, 
the general law' is that a struggle fqllows betw’een such orga- 
nised powers as remain in the yountry, and that the most 
powerful of these sets^up a government- In Pranc<3, for in- • 
stance, after tlu-^ fall of the House ot^ Bourbon in 1792 a new 
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<roverniiiont wtis sot ii|> ehiofly throu^li th<^ inflii<‘iico of the 
JVliiiiioi|>;ility <>t I^jiris ; tfiis Grovorniiieiit fallen into 

discredit a tew y<’i;irst later wiis siij»c*rs<5deil by a military Govern- 
ment wielded by 15onapart<^^ India about 1750 was in a 

condition of svnarch 3 ’’ cause<l by a <lecay in the Moo'id Enn>ire 
which had be^nn at the death of Anriinc^zebe in 1707. The 
imperial .tuthority having everywhere lost its force over so 
vast a ttu'ritory, the general hiw be^an to oj>er{ite. Every- 
where the minor oro-anised |)owers be^an to make themselves 
supreme. These powers, after the fashion of India, were 
most commonly mercenary biinds of so^t^i^M^s, commsinded 
either by some provincial governor of the falling empire, or 
fjy some a<lv<*nturei* who seized an oi)portunity of rising* 
to the command of them, or, histly, by some local j>ower 
which had existed before <hi‘, establishment of the Mo^ul 
supremacy and had never c^ompletely yielded to it. To give 
»an example of c^ach kind of po\^er, the state of Hyderabad 
was founded by the satrap of the great Mogul called the 
Nizam, the state of Mysore was founder I by the Mussulman 
atlventurer Hyder Ali, who rose from th<‘ ranks by mere 
inHitary ability, the great INlahratta confcMh'racy of chief- 
tains headed by the Eeishwa, a Hrahminical not a Mussulman 
Eower, represeTited th<‘ older India of the time before the 
Mogfil. Hut sill thes<5 powers alike subsist<‘d by mtai'ns of 
mercenary armies, they lived in a state ^f chronic*, war and 
mutual plunder such as, I suppose, has hardly been witnessed 
in Europe c'xcept perhsips in the dissolution of the Oarlo- 
vingian Emjdre.” • * • <■ 

Macaulay, who belongs to jf very differc^nt school, comes 
to the same conclusion as Hrotessor Seeley in regard to the 
political situation in India at the time that Nubkissen lived 
and worked^ Hf> writesc: The history of the successors of 

Theodosius bears no small analogy to that of the successors 
ot Aurungzebe- Hut perhfips the fall of the Oarlovingians 
furnishes the nearest ppfi’allel to the fall of the Moguls., .... 
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A sncc'os>ioii oi* iioniinsil sc»v<‘roi^‘iis, stink in^imlok'iice anti 
dfkauc-liiTV, saiinttat'tl away lilc^ in sii luili tl | ahict^^, i-hew- 
in«r >>ang, fomllin^ concukint's, anti listoni^^r to buffoons. A 
sueot'ssion t>t‘ ft^rtieions invatlei^ tlost-ontltMl through the 
Westorn |>a'^st‘s to proy on tlu‘ tlott'‘not'lt'ss woalth t>t* llintlos- 
tan. . . Whorovt'r tho Vit^eroys t>t’ th«- Mo^nl rotainetl anthorit 3 " 
they became soverei^^ns. The^' ini^ht still acknowletl^e in 
wortls tht* superiority’' of the house of Tainerlswic* ; as a Count 
of Klantltu's or a l^uke of Ruroimtly' mi^ht have acknow- 
letlo*otl the su]ierit>rit 3 ’ t>f the most helpless drA*elh‘r tynon^' 
the later Carloviii^ians. Tht‘y nii^ht occasionally" sentl to 
theii* tituhir sox t'rtd^Lin a et>m|>limt*n tary pr€*st*nt, tir solicit 
Iroii: him a title* of honour. In truth, howev they were 
.no lon^^er liit'uttMiants rtmiovalile at pleasiirt*, but intle[>enclent 
hert'tlitarx' ]*rinet‘s. In tins way orijj'inatetl those ^reat Mus- 
sulman houst‘s xxhieb ibrmt'rly ruled Rtni^al anti the 1 Carnatic, 
an«l those which tht>u{Jh in a state of vassahifje, exercis^ 

somt' t>f tb<* ptivvers ot* roy'altyr at Ijnckiioxv anti Hyderabad. 
In what wa5 this eonfusion tt* eiitl ? Was < he strife to con- 
tinue* tlurin^i: etmturies ? ^Vas it to t<*rinina tt* in the rise Qf 
an<*tht'r ertsit inonai-ehx ? Was the^lM nssulman or tlie IVIahratta 
to be tht* Rortl of Intlia ? W’as another nabt*i‘ to descc’iid from 
the mt>untains and to leatl tht* hartly tribt‘S of (^abul anti 
< 'horasan against a wealthier anti less warlike race ? None of 
these extents seeme<l^im])robable.'' 

What learnetl liistorians have been able to observe after 
a lon^ and careful observation Nubkissen saw at once with 
tlRp shrowtl eye* of a jiractical state.^man. Hjs attachment 
to the ^Kn^lish was formeeJ, ns has been seen, not after 
the < 'ompany liad acquired power and importance, hut in 
the days of their helplessness and tIt*prt*ssion. Persecuted, 
expelled from the town, ami driven to take secret refuge 
on the banks of the river at Fulta, they received information, 
provisions and other* assistance from none hut Nubkissen. 
At unspeakable risk to himself he* came to their aid. As 
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liis relations witli the C^onipaiiy Ijocanio more intimate and 
his insip^ht into lGii;^lisli oliaracter deeper, the vsontimental 
attachment ripcMieA* into a peniiino esteem. Tie ciaim^ to be 
convince<l ofc* the strenp^'tl^i, the talents, the ri^’liteoiisness 
of the small b<ind of lorei^ners. Wlien false charges were 
brought against him they were inquired into with scrupulous 
care an<l pronounc<Ml to be false. \Vhen by an error of the 
authorities, rights to certain lantls werc‘ conferred on him 
which legally belonged to another, and a complaint was made 
by tl^at perstm, the grant was revoked after a due inquiry and 
com]^ensation made. In spite of their feelings of kindness 
towards him and their appreciation of his services, they 
administered strict justice b<>^tween him and a stranger. The 
recorded examples of ll]nglish firmness, courage and justice are 
as nothing com])arod to the many experieiK^es which Nubkissen 
must have had in his daily relations with them. The edifice 
'‘ of Maliomedan su}uemacy was crumbling and it was hopeless 
to buttress it up. It was suffering not from the violt^nce of 
a sudden shock, but from the dry rot which nothing couhl 
cure, and the inevitable consequences of which were decaj^ 
and ruin. The soul had departed from the rule with the 
justice of Akber. Highteousness exalteth a nation. It 
alone sanctifies a rule. Aurungzebe substituted force for 
justices and though the strength of his military arm kept 
up a goo<l show as long as he livet^, the handwriting 
on the wall had already manifested itself. The tottering 
frame lingered on through a few more reigns, but its 
doom had been sealed by the policy of reaccion which bad 
commenced. The Hindu power was extinct beyond the hope 
of a revival. The scattered forces were not strong enough, 
and they wanted coherence ami a leader. There were no 
materials in the country out of which a new order could be 
evoked. The deliverance was provided from a foreign source. 

Nubkissen, so far as he helped the consummation, did 
so out of the same necessity which compelled Englishmen to 
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*iiivito William of f>ran^x* to o<a*iipy tho ifiroiic' romlorotl 
vacant l>v the t*on<i r uc*f i v*' alulication i>f •lames J[ I . An 
iinle| »*an h‘ii t, patrit>tie, homo^*«*neiMis iiat^>n lilv<' th<' IOii^i;lisli 
hail in the i*irenin‘^tan<‘t's ol‘ tha^ epoch no alti'rnativo l>nt 
to look to a fi>reio;n ^ouree tor relit't" iVom ihi* throatoiiine 
anarchv. 'riii' ne<‘essitv was eleariM* in Imlia in thi‘ larenm- 
stances of the tinie^ in whii!h N^iihkissen liveil. 

The hainl of 1 ’roviiliaKa' is no nii're nieta|#iior. The more' 
clo-i'ly wo look into the livi^s ol' indi vi<l iia Is and nations and 
into the wav in which epoch-niak i n,LC events ocam^', fin’s 
iiiori' ar<‘ w<‘ liahl^; to hi‘ I'onviniaMl that a forc<‘ in>t. oiirsi'lvos 

rule's the aiVairs ot' niiai. It i*- not a hliinl force*, hnt a Will. 

And if is a Will that is not capricie>us, hut that op* i. esthre>no;h, 
,it' it is not identitie'd with, a ka w which is the* ve*ry stanelarel 
ami type e>f Hi^hf eonsne's^. The*re have* hc'e^n sonn^ time's 
palpahle* mani tV'sta f ions of the> Will. W"hat was that fairy- 
tike* I'emale* fijL^nt- that s^t imulateel to h<*roie* e*xe'rtie>n the? 
*»rt‘<*k se*am<*n who-je* arms were lalt.e*rinn. at the* e*oniine*nco- 
m<»nt of tli^ hattUi of Salamis ? It .-<*e»nis <‘asy for a e*e*rtain 

elass of thinkers to elispose* of, e>n *t ///-/c/v ^rounds, all su<;;h 

inc*ieh*nts or re*]iorts as lie*.tion. If |^rope*rly <'xamine*d the*y eain- 
not he* li;rlitly eli'^inisse'd : ami tlie'ir tiiimhe*!* is not i nsi^ni ticant • 
What the*ory ot* natural e^ausat ion e>r ne*i*essary law will e*xplain 
the visions that .loan of Arc saw, the capaci tie's slies siielelenly 
acepiire^el, the re*suHs she*- ae*hie*-ve*d ? lle>\v diel the simpler 
village girl come to he a ce>mniiml<*r ot* armie*s and the 
winner of battles against vederans ? Jt is worthy of note 
flTtit sove*ral of*the' most rennarkahle^ me‘n of Jiistory, inon 
whom, the worlel is conte«nt to e*reelit with e'xtraorelinary 
merits as the re*al cause* of their a<,*hievcnien ts, fe*lt 

themselves to he nothing nioro than the* instruinenrs of a 
Oivine I^urpo-e*. The Knglish erewnmiinders whe> put the 
Spanish Armaela to flight elese'r\«* cre*dit no doiiV>t for theur 
courage and strategy, hut syvoral of them were conscious of 
the help they received from the elements, and the Sovereigns 
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concornocl siiw uiid felt deeper. l^hilii> II. sa,id that he hxicf 
never counted on hein^ oxilled upon to fi^ht Grod and man, 
xtnd Queen lOlixtihcftih, neither iinheeile in intellect, nor un- 
willing to ehiiin credit foe? her officers, expressed her con- 
viction in the memorable words of her medal. 

Of Oromwell’s faith the evidence is overwhelming. In 
his desj>atch addressed to the speaker of the House of Com- 
mons after the^- battle of Naseby he writes : “ This is none 

other but the hand of Grod, and to Him alone belongs the 
glory„ where\n none are to share with him.” Again : ‘‘ Thus 
I have given you a true, but not a full acco?int of this great 
^ business ; wherein he thsxt runs mxiy read, that all this is 
none otluM* than the work of Grod. He must be sx very 
Atheist who does not acknowledge it.” Sir,” he wrote on the, 
battle field of Ereston, “ this is nothing but the hand of Cod.” 
Writing to Colonel Hammond in JSTovember 1G48 he notices 
Viis own victories in the following terms : — We have not 
been without our share of behohling some remarkable provi- 
dences an<l appexi ranees of the Eord.” Miy d(Mir friend,” he 
gpes on, let us look into providences ; surely they mean 

somewhat. They hang so together ; hsive beem so constant, so 

clear, unclouded. ” Heferring to the 3r<l Se]>temher ld.51 

he says in a ilespsiteh : This dxiy twelvemonth was glorious 

at llunbfir, this dsiy hath been glorious at Worcester. The 
word then was 77u^ f^ai-d nf //osti$ ’ iind .so it was now ; and 
indeed the Eord of Hosts wxis wonderfully with us.” Are 
assertions like these to be tsiken in a conventionxxl sense, xis 
the expression of a nfere ceremonixil humility ? Most em- 
phatically no. They represent his deepest convictions... They 
were the result of his inspirsitions and experiences. His 
contemporary, Milton, whose lot was cast in another sphere 
of life, felt like him tl\at he was working ever under the Task- 
master’s eye, and was conscious, from an early period, of his 
^ being destined to leave some work thaf posterity would not 
willingly let die. Napoleon’s faith in the occult arts or, rather. 
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in the occult forces of nature has become proverTiial. He said on 
a certain occasion, “ My presentiments have never Received 
me.'’’ Presentiments are inspirations afid not the results 
of <‘xperience. But experience has often tended to confirm 
antecedent faith. The circumstances under which William III. 
landed in England convinced him that Providence had directed 
his movements for the deliverance ot the English people. 

As God is the one Cause cf the universe. His is the one 
Puy>ose which rules in life. The Divine Will does not destroy 
human freedom, hut directs it. Some of the gi\*atest men 
have felt this g*iidance ami have regarded themselves as 
favoured an<l glorified by it. When three successive at- • 
tcmipts to commit suicide failed, ^ dive is said to h.^ve observed 
• that he must he reserv»‘<l for something great. He may have 
had no dir<»ct insjiirat hut in nt^arly ev’ery military ojiera- 
tioii ill which he ^va‘^ engaged he was helped by “ accidents. ” 
Tilt; so-called aceid<‘nt.s pl;i^ a great part in life, but what th^ 
vulgar juilgment rc^gards as an accident is often only a 
special dispoiisatioii of Providence*. The world is not ruled 
by accidents, nor by physical force, nor by law if it meaps 
mechanical lu'cessity or arbitrary se<|uence. “ Through *the 
ages an increasing purpose runs. And if at times false- 
hood seems to triumph over truth, or right to give way to 
might, the fact is to be regarded in no other light thim the 
sutt’erings, in private life, of a righteous man or the pros- 
perity of a rogue. Unseen conditions are at work which 
interfere with a proper reading of the facts, and it has 
t^ be? remembered that for the settleml*nt of acqpunts tiiere is 
all et<^-nity at the disposal or the Most High. “ The Moral 
I^aw is written on the tablets of eternity.” In accordance 
w'ith that law great men (or women^ arise for the deliver- 
ance — |»olitical, intellectual or rel»gioi|s — of nwnkind or a 
section of it. These persons, whether political rulers or not, are 
possessed of a true PTivine li^ht. They are instruments oP 
the Divine Will. Their ability gives them only fitness as 
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instruments. Tlie circumstances whicli conduce to the success 
of their emission are moulded by an unseen hand. And there 
is a Divinity that shapes their ends. 

The JEn^dish conquest or India, if concpiost it can be called, 
is, more than any other event of equal importance, a Divine 
dispensation. There was a manifest disproportion between 
means and results. The unexpected haj^pened every day durino- 
tho period of transition. The old Ti'rflttie passed away like th<‘ 
baseless fabric of a vision. Armies and empires seemed to 
melt i^to thin air before the very eyes of men. The English 
came into the country as traders ; they “fouml themselves 
rulers. (Jlive’s triumphs have a magical character about them, 
almost as marked as those of Da Pticelle. They read like 
fable. The English did not fight their way to the muisnud^ 
but were wafted to it as by a propitious breeze, oi‘ which none 
can say whence camd'it or how blew it. 

* Nubkissen was carried along’tho tide ; at the same time 
he was one of the chief forces that contributed to the con- 
summation. 1 Posterity has no reason to regret his policy or 
his actions ; on the contrary, it should be grateful for his 
services. Experience had shown that not only no indi- 
genous power was fitted to restore peace, ordei* and good 
government to the country, but that no western power 
exce]vl the English was equal to the task. It was not superior 
strength so much as sri]>erior wisdom and Justice which jdaced 
the country in the hands of the English. Strength would 
have been displayed in conquest, but the English obtained 
their power 2 iot so ifiuch by conquest as by cession and 
agreement. English management of possessions was often 
welcomed by powers and peoples. 

The empire which was acquired by wisdom and justice will 
be retained by the same qualities and l^y them alone. Justice 
even more than wisdom i^ 'the strength of a Grovernmeiit, 
*and when it fails, the powers Qf righteousness make it go. 
The heavens themselves “ arm against perjured kings.” There 
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comes a time when the loati of iniquity is too heavy to bo borin' 
ami the empire sinks umler the weight. It is difficult toQi>neeive 
even the possibility of KnoHsh rulers abaftdoniii^ justice' or 
lowerino- the standard of it. The-J.’roclamation made by Her 
late Majesty t^)ueen Victoria in November IS08, on assumino; 
the' dir<?ct sovi*rei^nty of India, is a remarkable document tor its 
pronounced and <'m]>hatic affirmation of ]>rineiples ot justice, 
ecpial rijjhts. religious toh'ration, a fair liehhto intt'lli^cmco 
and characier. That Proclamation cannot fail to be a pc'rpet- 
ual ^ui<le to Imlian rulers. At any rate', it will aKvays rtynain 
as an ideal which o\ crnm<*nf s, in spite of oc*<*asional lapses, 
will ;renerally strive to realist'. 

Tlu'rc' is no f<‘arof any honest-mi luh tl 1 uler .11^' wron^ 
vt* lu* r<'m<*nibers flu* ,jrim'iph*s ol that chartt'i*. and il in 
carrvin^ out inmivations he IoIIonns the' im'thod which in 
Kn^rland has pr<»vi i «* suc« essful, tht' mc^llH)d not of Ucvolii- 
tions but <j 1 lOvoluiion. A.bdut thc 5 w«>rsl <‘vil ol iort'i^n rub'- is 
its tc'mlency lo arr< st ihc' natural ami spontaiu'ous d<‘veh>pm<'nt 
of a peoph*. ^ Not all tlu' iiiiport<‘d bh.'ssiiies that a coiupier- 
in^ rac<' can oftV!r, can c'ompensat <' for llic Ios*< of a healthy’;^ 
nat ural ;j:r<i wi h . Art n<*v<‘r supplies^he want of Idle. J’jn^lahd 
(!aiiiiot b<' char^:<‘d with any consc*ioii> attempt, to intcrfc'rc' 
with the free dev<*lopiii<*n t <»f th<? in t <‘lli e<mc<', tlui charactc'i* 
ami the inst it ut ions of the Indian peojih' ; on the confi’ary, 
>he deservi's their ;4%atituih? for h<’r ench'avour.-; to aid that 
»levelo]>meiit. Some deterioration may arise', howc'ver, in 
conse*<pience <>i’ th<i inevitable c.'oiifl itie)ns of the; n<‘W life. 
AT least one' such instancy was €lis?50V<‘ia*< I Ii>ne- ago. A 
reinarls^ible |>assage occurs in a minute by l^hilip P rancis 
record<‘d in the proc<M'dings (Public Oepartment) of the 4 th 
November I 7 7 tl, and .said to bc' “ in consequence of the 
(jrovernor-fienei al's miiiut<3 ol” the”* 28 th Ayn'il.last on the 
subject of the tra<le to ►^uez.** runs : 

“ The coiisa nipt ton of foi*ei^i connnodities by the nativt .s of 
Ikfiigal is very incon.sideiable. Cotton, the chief article of import, is 
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the material of ‘manufacture for exportation. But the productions of 
Bengal have been in request in almost every part of the world. The 
returns were received in specie. The parsimonious indvistry of a 
simple unenlightened people imposed a natural tribute on the in- 
dolence or luxury of the mbtet powerful and polished nations. In 
these circumstances the growing balance of trade accumulated and the 
country flourished under a despotic Grovernment. 

“ It is material to the present inquiry to observe that there is no 
period of time which the foreign trade has been conducted by any 
but foreigners ; consequently its continuing tf> be so is not an assign- 
able cause of the decline of the country. The Hindu is attached 
to thr soil which gave him birth, by the plan and princii>le of his 
religion. Nothing but external violence can r^mov^e him from it. 
Nature has encouraged him by every pi'ospect of advantage to be a 
husbandman or a manufacturei'. It is no more compatible with his 
interest than with his genius, constitution and habits of life to be 
a mariner, or an adventurer, in the retail of commerce. The foreigner 
must come home to him and purchase at his door. In this sense, it 
selling be the essential property of commerce, Bengal was a commercial 
nation of the first order ; other nations were but the agents of her 
fundamental industry and the retailers of her original produce. 
Before the introduction of the British dominion, .^.hese were truths un- 
questionable. The wonderful mass of wealth w’^e found here proves 
without argument the actual lenity of the ancient <4overnment and 
the simple unerring wisdom of its institutors. Bengal has changed 
its masters ; does this single change, or any consequences attending 
it, imply a necessity of altering the whole political and economical 
system under which it formerly prospeied ? . . . The happiness 

of a nation — connected, perhaps, with pre, Radices and indifferent 
to the Governing Bower — their long-established constitution, is a 
dangerous subject for political experiments. The object wastes under 
the attempt to improve.” .... 

The evil referred to is serious. There are reasons to 
fear that similar other evils may' have arisen in spite ot the 
intention of the Government and the people to avert them. It 
is not easy* to prevjent ..by conscious effort the operation of 
social and economic laws. Jt is enough if Development — and 
Progress has no better meaning than as the development of 
Order — is steadily kept in view as the end. Education is 
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another name for development, and if England's mission to 
the East is to be described in one word, it is edncatiofi. The 
education which the country expects at the hands of Grovern- 
ment is twofold. Tt is, first, an in^llectual training, such as 
given and received in academies of various kinds, literary, 
or technical, and, secondly, it is jjolitical and civic education, 
which can be given and received only through political insti- 
tutions by the exercise of rights and the discharge of duties. 
Self-Grovernment and Trial by dury arc institutions which 
have their value in this country, not so much as satisfying 
|)opular demands as tending to educate the people. 

India has been learning much Ironi her western rulers 
and has still a great deal to learn. She has to acquire the 
treasures of western science and the methods of science. She 
has to learn the value of order and system, of elassificatioii 
and analysis, of critiei''in and questioning*! She has to acquire 
the scientific sj[>irif. She has to acquire the western arts of 
political life, the arts of organisation, the western notions of 
individual right, of public duty, of the responsibilities of 
power and wealth, of legal and political equality. JSho ha-^ 
to acquire the western virtues of industry and self-reliance. 
13ut she has not only to receive, but to give, and there is a 
great deal that she is very well fitted to give. Tho.^East 
has always been the spiritual instructor of the West, and her 
occupation is not yet gone. 

The East is the land not of mcro asceticism, but of every 
form and variety; of spiritual thought. Thought is probably 
not the correct word. This Vmd of tlie sun is i>l*e-eminently 
the land of Vision, Revelation, Ecstasy. It is the land of 
seers and saints. In contrasting the European and Asiatic 

temperaments Mr. Meredith Townsend observes : ^‘The 

truth is the European is essentially secular — th&t is, intent 
on securing objects he can see ; •and the Asiatic essentially 
religions — that is, intent on obedience to powers which he 
cannot see, but can imagine.” He is essentially right, but 
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the Asiatic claims that the powers he obeys can not only be 
imagined by him, but are, as he thinks, often seen by him. 
The visions of thb forms in which the Deity is believed to 
have manifested Himself, are, very largely at any rate, the 
origin of the idolatry which prevails. It is no information 
to the Hindu that God is one, but he believes that this one 
Qod is not only present in every thin|>' bnt has manifesto 
Himself in many forms, and he therefore thinks it fitting to 
worship Him in one or other of' these forms. Hinduism does 
not Knean idolatry, ritual and polygamy, any more than 
Christianity means courtshii>, divorce, ro-marriage of divorced 
wives, frauds in diplomacy and brutality in war. No religion 
ought to be judged by the behaviour in private or social 
life of its latter-day votaries. The purest metals are covere 
with dross or rust in course of time ; and actual life seldom 
illustrates ideals. ** 

* The prospect of the Hind* race is uncertain, even 

nlooiny. It will receive no recruits from other religions,, 
but can lose members to them. It will be eittinct by the 
disintegration of its society. Union by marriage with 
other race will also tend to extinguish it. Instead of 
acquiring greater coherence every day and tending to national 
unity, it is splitting up into more and more classes and sects. 
The hreeze of materialism has l>een unsettling the minds o 
men and disturbing their ftiith through western learning and 
contact with western life. In the absence of a Hindu T^fyime 
there are no agencies possessed either of moral or civic power 
for effecting the needful reforms,^re-adju8ting society, evoking 
order out of chaos and breatliing new life into the Hm u 
people. Regeneration appears to bo impossible, dissolution 
pretty certain. What then is the hope of the Hindu ? Scarce- 
ly anything but this, tjiat the creed which dies with tlie Hindu 
may live on in the European. If the Hindus, before they pass 
•^away, can communicate to some at least of the sons of the West 
all that is best in their religion, their philosophy and their 
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ideals of life, they may die content. The priRciples, the ideas, 
the habits will remain ; their possessors alone will b%ohang^ed. 
The new possessors will probably cherMi them with more 
oarnestnoss, defend them with ^raater zeal and energy, develop 
and propagate them in a more effective way. The hope of the 
devout Mindii is in the European. He may well fertr that he 
will leave no other heir in the spiritual sphere. 

There is little in the way of moral prisiciples that the 
Hindu has to teach to the European. JBut Hinduism is 
not only a cod«* of morals, but an interpretation ^>f the 
unseen. Tt has •something very distinctive to tell us about 
man's origin and destiny ; it points out to us the means* 
of ^ettino; at spiritual realities, and of pla<c*ii-;4 ourselves 
, in contact with the worhl beyond this. The Hindu’s faith 

is based not so much on the scriptures as on experience 

on inspiration, on vision, on positive «proofs of the Divine 
will. The Hindu V’ogi* or Sannyasi is the mainstay 
♦ Hindu reli^^ioii. It is he that accounts for the wonderful 
vitality of The? Hpiiidu creed. Eor, quite independently of th e 
scriptures, it is he that has given proofs, from generatioi\ to 
generation, of direct relations bej:wecn (iod and man. Ife is 
a living proof himself, of the possibility, by the Hindu 
method, of knowing CJod, of ascertaining His will and 
receiving His favours. Daily proofs are given in thi? land, 
of the reality of tlljp Hindu faith, of the efficacy of Hindu 
worship, prayer and devotion. The Hindu, therefore, does 
not very much care to discuss his faith with others, for he does 
not rest his faith merely od authority*or logic. ^ He may Jose 
tiiuiiy a battle on the lo^cul arena and yet his faith is 
unshaken, for he cannot get rid of the personal experiences of 
himself or of others that he comes in contact with. His sheet 
anchor is not a single ancient Aevplation, Ijut daily and 
hourly revelations on many an occasion of danger, difficulty 
and doubt. His scriptures are a guide for the solntioxf 
of difficulties of a metaphysical or theological kind, but his 
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chief resource and consolation is in the exploration of the 

occult. e c 

Hie does not cl&.ini a monopoly of /^Jivine^ favour or ot 
the capacity of holding comnaainion with the I>ivine. If o^ers 
share the advantages he will not be jealous. It is enough for 
him as a member of a dependent, despised, and materially 
backward race to vindicate his own position as a seeker ot 
spiritual truth. And he can only regret Ao epurse of thought 
by which, in other countries than hSa^vBhV spiritual adept, 
the open-eyed seer, the recipient of hai^ration, should have 
come to be called a mystic. 

' Hinduism as a religion is not so much a creed as a 

capacity, not so much a dobtrihe as a di^ipline. ^ence is 

bound up with it a systejn for the regulation of life. If the 
discipline and the capacity could be communicated to the sons 
of the West, the Hindus would be glad to hand down to them 
%heir country and their tradition#. While they themselves 
would be advancing in objectivity and industrialism, the 
balance of the world’s forces would be maintained by the 
communication of their inwardness and delicacy of spiritual 
fibre to the Aryans of another clime. Already the Easteim 
light has penetrated and illumined a few select minds in 
England, on the western continent, and even in the New World, 
and if over-crowded England should ever establish a colony in 
this land, the exchange of services betwefin the East and the 
West would receive signal facilities. A colony is not essen- 
tial, however, for the communication of influences. Even 
under existing conditibns the forces of Europe and As^i 
. would act on each other. The Asiatic would be secularised, 
the European would be spiritualised. The education of ^ 
would be complete, for thb truest culture is that which does 
not over-weight the existing capacities, but supplies their 
defects. And not till that education has come about, can the 
Snission of the English Conquest be tal^en as realised. The 
“ may be pardoned if ho flatters himself that it was 
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it providential regard for Hindu interests iKhi made Britain’s 
Iranners float on Indian soil. He would have b^en swept 
away under the old rule ; he was saved «nder the new. God 
had listened to his prayers. And .if he was eopiing to be 
feeble and his society effete, the same benign Destiny also 
provided that all that was best and highest in his creed, 
his constitution and his life, would imss, before his extinction, 
to a new, more healthy and more vigorous. race, better fitted 
to ke<'p it alive. His creed and his country ha<l been saved, 
and he might well be persuaded that the political revolution 
tliat he had livo*l to witness was one more triumph of his 
religion. 
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Genealogical Table of the Sovabazar Raj Family. 


RAM CHARAN DEB. 

1 


llivin .Soondar. 

I 


JlShikya Ghunder. 


“I. 


KrljMoh,.,,. Brojoilohun. , Oo»oe Urn Radh. Krishna. Gopee Krishna 

J I WcTbyNubk ^on). Gonal Krishna 

Ram Wtan. Huro Narain. 


Raj Narain. Sree Narain. 


Gopal Krishna 
[and otharaj. 


Raja Gopee Mohun lieb Bahadvir (adopted). 
Raja Sir Radha Kant Deb Bahadur, K.C.S.I . 


Maharaja Nubklssc n Bahadinr. 

I 


tlaja llitj KtiHhna_Uaha4HI- 


lagat Krishna. Raja Bahadur Prossanno Narain Dob. Upendra. ^ Sh^. 


I 


Paraii Krishna. 

I 


Jatiiidra Krishna. 


I 

Joy Krishna. 


jfahendra Narain Deb. Raia Bahadur Bijerdra Nar.iln Deb. Dobcudra Narain Deb. 


,.,.'T.5b Pa.»lmatl. Raia 8hlb' Krishna. Rata Bahadur Kail- Raja Deb! KrUhua. Rtaia Apurba Krishn.a. Ra|a Mad'hab Krishna. Maharaja ithmai Kr js h ^. 

' Kristina,' K. (3.9 . I 1 I 


Narendra 


Huj:< .lit'liiv 


Bhoopendra. Jogendra. Manindra. 


Burendra* 


I • 

Anand*. 


Kumar. 


Woopendra. 


Raja^Bahaf^^ 


Uday. 


Atul. 


Amarendra. 


Man»in.n.ira, i.ha.ondr.., Jatindr 


Nil Krishna. 


r>„|. ninovi Krishna. K.IL. 




APPENDIX II. 

2^ABOBS OP BENGAL 
(1740-179S). 

1740. Ali Verdy Kliaii. 

1756. Seraj-iid-dowlali, grandson, by daughter, of the preceding. 

1757. Meer Jaffer. ♦ 

1760. Cassini Alt Khan. 

1766. M^eer dafifer. 

1765. Nudjum-ud-dowlafa, son of the preceding. 

1766. Syef-ud-dowlah, brother of the preceding. 

1770. Mobarik'Ud-dowlah, brother of the preceding. 

1768. Nazir>ul-Mulk, son of the preceding. 
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Govindpore, in Calcutta, reference 
to, 5, 6, 204. 

Grant, Dieutenant, reference to, 4rf. 

Gray. Mr. George, reference to, 69, 
63 69, 70. 

Greeks, reference to, 185. 

Grotius, reference to, 188. 

Gupta Ham Nidhi, known as Nidhoo 
Baboo, 186. 


Hajee Saaudut, 69, 

Halsibag, 15, 

Harem', reference to, 18. t- • . 

Ham Thakur or Hurray Kristn 
Dirghangi, 186. 

Hastie, Dr., his reference to Nub- 
Icisson ^2* 

Hastings, Warren, was born in 1732, 
7 ; bis arrival at Calcutta in l^fO, 
9; appointed Nubkissen as hi’ 
Persian Tutor. 9 ; was commercial 
agent at Mobrshedabad, 13 ; refer- 
ence to his' appointment of Nub 
kissen, 14; his trial, 24; batred 
of Nuncomar against him, 1 lb . 
was appointed ^ member of tl^ 
yffeuncil, 116 ; was appointed 
preside in the Council at Calcutta, 
117 ; his letter to the Directors’, 
1-19 ; his power was reduced, , 
Nuncomar brought charges of cor- 
ruption against him, 116, 123 , 
knowledge of Nuncomar, ’ 

abolished the post of Shaheb- 

112 ; declared the Council dissolvet , 

124 ; his abetting thb prosecution 
of NuncGmar. 134 ; charge 
“him by Burko of h»8 
bribe from Nubkissen, 196 , n 
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H%c1tey*M JBengal Oazette, reference 
to, 183, 184. , ^ 

Hidayet Ali Khan, reference to, 108n. 

Higly or Hidgly, 5, 107, 109, 139. 

Himalayas, reference to, 182. 

Uindito Tfioltitry, reference to, 82n. 

Patriot^ The, reference to, 7. 

Hiramani Daseo, Rani. 304. 

Ilixtory of By Rev. J . C. 

Marshman. reference to, 20. 

J£i>tory o£ - Jtiditt, hy Sir 

\V. W. Hunter. 205n- 

flixtory of thr Military Tra nftaotionx 
of thr jSritixK 2\\itiom* in Indostan 
TOference to, 12n. ^ 

Hoissartl, Mr., reference to, 27. 28. 

Holkar, reference to, 1. 

Holme, Mr. John, reference to, 89. 90, 
91, 139 : reference to his note. 140. 

Hoj>e Hall, reference to, 7. 

Kosea, Mr., reference to, 169. 

Hos.scin Cooley Khan, 12. 

House of Bourbon, reference to, 21 'r. 

Ifugli, reference to, 12, 17, 108, 109, 

11 », 111 . 

Hunehapore, 140. 

Hux.eoor Novesy, reference to, il4. 

ir.v<le, Mr. Justice, 127, 128, 168 

Ilytler Ali, refbrenccy>to, 21<». 


1. 

impey. Sir Klijah, reference to, lOI. 
126, 127, 128, 1S1.'134, 136. 

Indar Jat Perkheo, llO. 

Ingham, Hr., reference to, 27. 

fshwara Chaiulra, llaia. reference t«»- 
184. 

Islam, 200. 

J- ^ 

Jagat Sett, killed by Nabab Kassim- 
alv, 44 ; reference to, 3.6, 13. 60, 

111,117,208. 

.fagheers, 114. • ^ 

Jkfferaly Khan. Nabob. referenee'|^>. 
43, 44 , .53. ^ 

•fatimaZa Kachari , . 63 . 

.Telingc^r River, 12. 

.leasore, reference to, .33. 

Joan of Arc, her visions, 219. 

John.son, Mr., reference tt> hi.s 
friends, 26. 

Johnaton, John, Governor, 24, 60. 

rnal of tne A^iafio ^ooirty^ re- 
ference to, 19n. 

Judges, reference to, 29. 126. 128, 

136. 163, 164* 


Judicial kutchell^’^, 129. 

Juggornath, reference to, 12 ; rc- 
TCrenoe to the pagoda of, 12 ; 
refereric^^|» the pilgrimage of, 208. 
Jupiter, reference to, 211. • 


K. c 


JCahis, 186, 

Kamala Kanta, 18 I. ^ 

Kdnsonfi, a village, reference to, 4. 
Kassimaly Khan or Nabob Mir 
Cossim was appointed Subadar, 44 : 
removed fro^t Moors heda bad to 
Monghyr, 44 : treacherously 
killed the Knglisli, 44 ; his flight 
to MongWyr, 20^; was defeated at 
Oody Nullah, -4 4 ; his escape, 44 ; 
was reinstated by Clive aB Subadar. 
44 : his war with Meer Jaffer, 1 lO ; 
his flight. Ill ; reference t* lif® 
letter, 114: reference to his house 
anti gardens, 201 ; put to death 
two Sett brothers, 206. 
ha yaathfj ^ refeu-cnce to, 71 ; division 
into JCttlinst anti Ma'nlihjt, 170, 171, 
17.3, 191. 

Kelsall, Mr., reference to, 27. 

Kerrill Chantl, llajah, 81. > 

Khalsa. extract from the Proceedings 
t>f the, 79 ; reference to the records 
t>f, 8.6, 138. 139, 148, 160, 161, 16.3. 
154 ; reference to the outchcry of. 
107 ; reference to the treasury of. 
137 ; reference to, 82, 86. 8«, 414. 
162 . > » * 
A'hrlat^ 46. 46, 60. 

Killa, 69. 

King T/t. Rajah Nubkissen, reference 
1o the case of, 167. 

Kishen or Kissen Bass, son^of Raja 
llajbullabah, reference to. 12. 1*3. 

208 . 

Kissan tie buss, 67. 

Kissen, 68. 

Kissen Ram Bow, 109, 

Kissnaram, Rajah, 84, 

Kuott* Mr. John. 26. 

Knott, Captain fl^^rgc. reference tt> 

9'7 ’ 


Knox, Captain, reference to his battle 
of Patna, 207. 

Krishna Chundrji Rai, Maharaja 
reference to, 179. 196. 196. ' ’ 

KjiJh^’triya., 169 . 

Ktdagi'Smtha, 1 73. * 
fCnlinx^ reference to, 170 ; theTr 
<Hvision Into Uttam Bari ami 
Daskina Rarhi, 170-176. * 

***'"’’ “ Nubkissen, 
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Lialla Sevuok Ram, Mahratta Vakeel, 
98, 99. 

Lawrenc^, Mr. refereiiOv.v<^o, 160. 

JjQ Maistre, Mr. Justice, 127. 

Devett, Mr., ly^ference to, 28. . c 

Liivius, Mr., reference to, 188, 184. 

r/ife of Meri vale’s, reference 

to, 133. 

TAfe of Robert Tsord, Olire. reference 
to, 12n. 18n. 

JAfe of lVa7‘rm Ilastinga^ reference 
to, 106. • 

Dong, Captain, reference to, 16i>. 

Dong, Rev. J., reference to, 13. 21. 

Dnoknow, 217. 


TUL. 

ctMaoaulay, Dord, reference to his 
remarks of Englishmen about 
India, 1 ; his reference to Thurlow. 
7 ; his reference to Clive’s work 
in India, 61 ; his remarks on King 
Shah Alum, 61 ; reference to him, 
103. 123, 132, 134 ; his estimate of 
Nuncomar’s character, ^05, 107 ; 

(xhis condemnation of Bengalee and 
Asiatic character, 122 ; his descrip- 
tion of Nuncomar’s mind, 120 ; his 
view of the English conquest, 216, 
217. 

Madras, 16. 

Maecenas, 184. 

Magooa, taken by Clive, 16. 

Mahabat Jung, see Ali Verdi. 

Mahinderporc, 141. 

Mahishadal, 5, 107. 

Mahmoud, reference to, 215. 

Mahratta Power, reference to the, 
216. 

A.d'hcL€Ltj 63. ^ 

Mai^nlm, Sir John, reference to, 219 ; 
his reference to Seraju-ud-dowlah, 

11 . 

Malguzary, 80, 108, 141. 

Malleson, Colonel, his reference to the 
capture of Chandernagore, 17 ; his 
remarks about Clive, 20, reference 
* to, 19, 103 ; his record of Nuncomar’s 
intrigue, 106. 

Manick Ohunder Bewarta, brother of 
Nubkissen, 6, 84, 206, 206 ; got the 
title of Boy, 46. 

Manick Chundcr Bewarta, Baja, 

" appointed Governor of Calcutta, 
15 ; fled to Moorshedabad, 15. 

Sdantras, 177. 

Marshman, Rev. J. C,, reference to, 

20 . 


Marriott, Mr. William, reference to, 14«>T 

JUa^'Ut Yogna^ 131. 

Masnad or 7nusnud, 8, 44, 53. 

May, Robert, reference to, 26. 

Mayor’s Court, reference to, 28. 

Juggut Narain, 156. 

Meer Hootecbullee, 108. 

Mecr Jaffer, IMir Mahomed Jafar or 
Jafar Ali Khan, reference to his 
elevation to Snbadar, 2 ; formed an 
alliance with Clive, 16 ; went with 
t’live to Moorshedabad, 18 ; Olive 
placed him on the masnad, 18 ; 
reference to the sums granted 
by him towartls restitution and 
<lonaiions, 3 2 ; extortion b^f the 
English, 33 ; Nuncomar’s attach- 
ment to hini, lor> ; his quarrel 
with Doolubram, 109, llO ; his war 
with Mir Oossim, 110 ; was 
succeeded by Najim-ud-dowlah, 111; 
reference to his widow, Munny 
Begum, 118, 124 ; reference to his 
son, Meeraii, 207 ; reference to his 
exchequer, 206. 

Menere-ul-Dowlah, Nabob, 56. 

Merivale, reference to his work, 

Rife of Rrancis, 133. 

Metis, reference to, 211. 

Metre, Oovinram, 72, 73. 

,, Juggutbullubh, Roy, 166. 

Jugguti.arain, 166. 

,, Kissenram, 105. 

,, Kristo Churn, 204. 

,, Radha Churn, 204. 

Raghunuth, 137, 138. 

,, Dr. Rajendra Dalla, 7. 

Middleton, Mr., reference to, 31, 118. 

Midnapore, 5. 

Mihinder, Maharaja, 64. • 

Mill, reference to, 2, 103. 

Milton, his fqith in Providence, 219. 

Mohun Persbad, 127. 

Mojumdar, Budden Chund, 166. 

Moneer-ud-din Khan, 5, 45. 

Monghyr, 44. 

Monson, Colonel • reference to, ^7 
,^124, 134. 

Mookerjea, Hurrish Ch under, refer- 
ence to, 213. • 

^IookerJie*s Magazine, reference to, 
54n, 171n. 

Moolajore, 62. 

Moonshee or Munshi, lO, 13. 

Moore, Peter, Mr , 98, lOO, ^2. 

Mooragacha, 14. , 

Moorshedabad or Muxadabad, refer- 

y enoe to, 4, 6, lO, 13, 14, 16, 30, 
36, 44, 49, 80 97, 108, 113, 118 ; 
was taken by Clive, 16, 
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Mortagile, 30. ^-7 a j. 

MozufEer Jung, reference to, 17, 44, 

3ionlU'h*^ reference to, 170. 

Muchulka, OO, 188. 

Mujmooadar, Etevidas, reference to, 4. 

Mullick Abdul AVay^, 79, 81, 82, 

88 89. 

Mullick Bung, 181. 

Munny Begum, reference to, 118, 124. 

Munshikhana, 114. 

Munsoor>ul-Malack, 69. 

Munro, Major, reference to, ilO, 40. 

Muxadabad, 75. 

MrfKi iya,fta,Ty 63. 

Mufthrefee, 114. 

Mustapha khan, 107. 

Mustofygurry, 114. 

Mutsuddics, referenC© to, 90, 103. 

Mysore, refcience to, 216. 

N^^ir Shah, reference to, 21.'>. 

Nagree, 129. 

Napoleon, his belief in presentiments, 

221 . 

NaiTy Hurry, reference to, 29. 

JViatitche^, reference to, 16. 

Nazar or Nizar, 64, 65. 

Nazim Nabob, reference to, 18.^ 

Neuman, Mr., reference to, 160.'* 

New Bngland, reference to, 214. 

Newagis, Mahomed, Oovernor of 
I>acca, reference «Ao, 12 ; reference 
to his widow, 13. 

Nidhoo Baboo, reference to, 186. 

Nitai Hass, reference to, 186. 

Nonietuslat'ttre, the, reference to, 53. 

Nowpai’a, 79, 86, 89, 90. 

Nubkissen, Maharaja Bahadoor, 
reference to his services by 
Governor Verelst, and Lord Tliur- 
low, 2 ; his ancestry, 3 ; the place of 
his birth, 6 ; his father, 6 ; his 
brothers, 6, 45 ; t|^ place and 

the date of his birth, 6 ; early life, 
9 ; first event of bis life, 9 ; his 
appointment as Moonshee to 
Hastings, lO ; reference to h»jii as 
Persian preceptor to Hastings, 
2, 6, 9, 49 ; appointed Moonsnee 
to •^hc Kast India Company, to 
Clive, lO, 11, 49; supplied the 

Bnglish with provisions at the risk 
of his life, 14. 49 ; he cast his lot 
with the Bnglish, 14 ; waited upon 
Olive and resumed his office, 15 ; 
his servige to the English before 
the battle of Plassey,^ 16 ; settle<^l 
the terms of Subadari agrcenicnt 
with Mr. Jaffer, 16 ; won higli« 
est esteem from the English for 


the faithful discharge of public 
duties, 17 ; a false charge of iMt- 
ing the private treasury of Serajud- 
daulah, 18^94 ; his ]|^tition, 20 ; 
his veraUfflity of intel^ot, 21 ; 
his services to the Company, 24, 
2^ his funotfbns ii^thc service of 
the Company, 24 ; his petition to 
the Oouncil of Revenue, 24 ; his 
work under Clive, 80 ; his services 
to Olive and Major Adams, 31 ; 
attended Major Adams, 2 ; was 
Banian to Major Adams, 49 ; 
attended Ma^or Adams during the 
war with Cossim Ally, 49 ; foun- 
dation of his great wealth, 32 ; his 
account o( the Tfteaty of Restitution 
33 ; his declaration abotlt the do- 
nation to the army, 38 ; appointed 
as banian to Major Munro, 40 ; ' 
appointment as Nabobl^ Vukc-^j, 
43 ; accompanied Major Adams at 
the battle of Oody Nullah, 44 ; 
accompanied Clive to Allahabad, 
44, 61 ; obtained the dignity of 
Munsub Punjhazaree and of Raja 
Baha<^por from King 8bah Alum. 
44, 46 ; went to Benares Md 

Azimabtbd with Olive, 45 ; cffcotA a 
settlement of Benares and Behar, 
46 ; appointed Political He wan or 
Banian to the Company, 46, 47, 62 ; 
received from Shah Alum a Eirman 
of Munsub Shush Hazarec and 
the title of Maharaja an^ltrom 
Clive various Uhelat^, awo a medal 
and an elephant, 46, 67 ; assumed 
the title ox Maharaja, 62 ; was an 
able conveyancer, 60 ; appointed 
Fauzdar of Chandunaimgor, 60 ; 
assisted Clive in puriiying the 
administration, 61 ; secured for the 
Nudd^ Rajas their titles, his 

petition for the same, o'2 ; held 
seven offices, 53 ; had charge of 
Jhfu tisJi i r, /•* beff icUi/tar, 

JCaohavi, Money Oodown, 
J^ial Jkdetlatf Yufutil 53 ; 

was half the Government, 54 ; his 
influence and position in 1770, 
54 ; a false charge against him of 
extortion and violation, .5.5, 111; his 
memorial to Verelst, 56 ; his pecu- 
niary condition, 74 ; appointed 
® Talukdar of Nowpara, 79 ; his peti- 
tion to Bar well, 79 ; his petition, 
complaining of an order of the 
Board in 1772, 82 ; his petition ^or 
j adequate compensation for the 
Taluk of Nowpara, 86 ; acquisition 
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Sootanutty ,BagbaziCic and Hogul- 
koondee, 88 ; kia {Petition praying 
for a stcnnnd. for tke mouzah. of 
SootanutVy, 89 ; appointed a mem- 
ber of the Comraitte.^, -fif' Intpiiry 
in BovT Begum’s case, 97 ; appoint- 
ed to make an ins^ui.ry into ^ cop- 
[>iracy agamst the English, 97 ; 
nature of his relation to Maharaja 
Nun comar, 103 ; his ambition was 
for political posts, 122 ; evidence 
given by him in the trial of Nun- 
comar, 129 ; his reluctance to give 
evidence at the rtrial, 132 ; his 
possession of the Taluk of Hitcha- 
pore, 137 ; was granted the farm 
of Soubah Bazaar, 137 ; arzee of 
Nubkissen, 137 ; as zaminder of 
Hunehapore, 140 ; as Talookdar of 
Mahinderporc, 141 ; his complaints 
«*» againft Mad an Butt for erecting a 
rival ^azar at Sootanutty, HI; 
entrusted with the management of 
estates of Burdwan Rani and Bani 
of Ambooah, 149 ; appointed to the 
Sezawulship of Burdwan, 150 ; 
his unpopularity with a certain 
class for his support of» Knglish 
‘^interests, 150 ; false complaint 
against him of imprisonment, 157 ; 
his complaint against Mr. Austin, 
163 ; his capacity as a statesman 
c and administrator, 168 ; his posi- 
tion in society, 169; was a ICayastha 
by caste, 170; was the president 
of the «4:?astc Tribunal, 171 ; his 
encouragement of the If^ulins, 173 . 
his intense piety as a Hindoo, 174 ; 
recognised as the CrOfstltipat-i, 176 ; 
was patron of GhatacUs and 
', 1 75 ; his cosmopolitan 

chai'ity, 1 76 ; his expenses on religi- 
ous ceremonies, 177; his vi' it to the 
shHlP* at Kalighat, .178 ; his pil- 
grimage to Benares, 178, 179 ; his 
conduct towards his relatives, ISO ; 
reference to liis mother’s SratldJta. 
20 ; his mother’s Sra.dd7icf 180, 
193 ; was an eftthusiastie patron 
of letters and arts, 184 ; and a 
votary of the Muses, 186 ; the story 
of his substituting an idol, 195 ; his 
loan of three laks of rupees to Has- 
tings, 200 ; Burke’s accusation of 
his bribing Hastings, 202 ; his grant 
^of land for a C:abNia!t4^n,OhurcIi. 200 ; 
his donatioTV — ^ M'^^nomniedan 

^^03: his 
remiseS,’"- 2<55 ^ 


College. 200 VMVtwi 
his wn, ' zOB hf» 


reference to his career, 209 : rela- » 
tions with Clive, 213. 

Nuncomar, Roy, Maharaja, betrayed 
the Governor of Chandernagore, 
17 ; reference to, 30 ; his statement 
in Meer Jaftir’s case. 33 ; his state- 
ment about the donation to the 
Gnglish army, 37 ; was appointed 
Be wan to Meer Jafflr, 38, 49 ; his 
jealousy of Maharaja Nubkissen. 
56 ; instigated and forged accusa- 
tions against Nubkissen, 5<», 68 ; 
regard for him of some Bengalee 
writers, lOl ; his character as 
estimated by various writers and 
historians, 105, 106 ; his attach- 
ment to Meer Jaffir, 106 ; was 
not a typical Bengalee, 107 ; his 
father, 107 ;^his early life, 107 ; 
appointed Amin, 107 ; his op- 
pression of zamindars, 107 ; con- 
fined in chains, flogged and beaten, 

107 ; was sent a prisoner to Roy 
Ray an, 108 ; bis escape to Calcutta. 

108 ; his appearance at Moorshed- 
abad ; obtained the collection of 
Sutsutra, 108 ; lived a life of ad- 
venture, 108; confined at Hooghly, 
108 ; severely bastinadoed with a 
bam^>oo by 8eraj-ud-Bowlah, 108 ; 
reduced to utmost poverty, 108 ; 
appointed a Vakeel ^to Maharaja 
BoolJub Rard? 108 ; appoiiitecl 
Bewan to Mahomed Ameer Beg 
Khan, 109 ; appointed Governor or 
Agent for the collection of revenue 
of Hooghly, iV, 109 ; brought on 
a dispute between Boollub Ram 
and Meer Jaffir, 109 ; his conduct 
to Ameer Beg Khan, 110; his 
unfairness, HO; his trcasondble 
conduct towards the Company. 

110 ; his imprisonment, 1 lO ; oi>- 
tained the '•■title of Maharaja from 
King Shah Alum, HO; his captui'c. 
Ill; his escape due to Nubkisseii- 
1 H ; was further saved by Nubki»- 
sfyu, 111; was ungrateful and goi 
T^f> a false charge against Nubkissen. 

111 ; his duties as Collector, 113 ; 

Ills intrigue with the Corr/pany's 
enemies, 113, 115; his oppression 

at Hoogly and his malversa- 
tion as Tahsildar, 114 ; offices lielti 
by him, 114 ; liis hatred of 
Hastings, 116 ; his forgery against 
Boollub Bam, 116 ; hjs endeavour 
to ruin Nubkissen. 116 ; reference 

his son, Raja Gooroodas, 118 ; 
'his^^rsonal aggrandisement, 120, 
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422 ; planned vengeance against 
TTo^Hnkrs 122 *. Ids attempt to 
Hastings, 122; 

charges of corruption against Hast- 
ings,*^ 12 a, 13« ; assisteil Hastings 

in*” prosecuting Resa Rhan and 
Shiteb Koy, 123 ; brought fai^ 
charges against Reza Khan, I.ib , 
accused of a charge of conspiracy 
against Hastings and Bar well IJb, 
his trial for forgery, 126 ; the fates 
of the case, 127; his seal, 129 ; 
his sentence of dcatli, 1.-13 ; was 
hanged. 134 ; the estimate of his 
character hy the autlior, 136. 

Nudiuin-ul-Howlah, Nabob, reference 
to, 2i5, r»l>, 70, 72, 111. 

jVitjllnh, 44. 

jp^n.tu'ontar tind> reference 
to, 132. 

Nuzznraiinah, r»2. 

Nuddea, 52, T/- 109, 179. 


O. 

or Revenue Fanner, 4. 

Oraichand, reference to, 1#, 171. 

Oody Nullah, battle of, 144, 

Ormc, reference to, 2, 12. 

Orissa or Orixa, 12, 57, lOl, 

Oufle, reference to, 1. 

I». 

Balias, reference^o, 21#. 

179 . 

Padlab Roy, 107. • , . 

Panchagrain or Pancligay, 4, 14, 4.t, 
180. 

Pariahs, 182. 

Paris, reference to the Municipality 
of, 216. 

Palit,^Babooiani, reference to, 7r». 

Patna, massacre of, 1 ; reference to, 
1, 33, 4 1, .57, r,l, 109, 04, 1 1 S. 

into Sofieil Z///V? Culontfn 

u cc’nttcry ago. By Kev. J. l.»ong, 
reference to, 14n, 20.5n. 

Peish^ra, reference to, 216. 

Persian Language, leference to^as 
Oourt language, 9 ; as the hiiigua]^ 
of diplomacy, 21 ; reference to. 29 : 
Scriptures, reference to, 97 : en- 
couragement of, by Nubkissen, 176, 
Persian Department, reference to the 
letters of, 30, 31, 49 ; reference 
the proceedings, 54, .55. 

Philip II, of Spain, 221. 

JPinda, 203. 

Plato, reference to, 188, 

Plassey, battle of, reference to, 15, 
107. 207. 


Pondicherry, 4 lo. 

Poonah, refereiiC# to, 215. 

Pooriiea, 111. # 

Punchcote or Puchel, <I. 

Pudma Lochuj^ 76.^ 

Pudmohun IJ^s, reference to, 1.30. 
Puffendorf, reference to, 138, • 
JPM/VfTia®. ^ 

Punchayet. reference to, 

Pundits, reference to, 17.5, 182. 181 ; 

tbeir functions and place in 
siotf'ietv. 187 : rellections on, 187. 


R. 

Kadba Churn, reference to. 126. 

Kadlia Kanta Deb Bahadur, Kaja 
Sir, K.C.S.l. re^renoc to a 
manuscript probalfly wiitteii by 
him, 3 ; reference to, 16, 14'5. 

Rai, Ram Jcebaii, reference to, 84. 

Kajbullabba, Raja, a Vaidya by cast «# 
of Dacca, reference to, lO, o4, 189, 

1 lO ; was the Dewan of the Naboli 
of Dacca, 12 ; succeeded Hossein 
Cooly Khan, 12 ; killed by Nabob 
Kassin^ly, 14 ; was appointed 
l^eputy Governor of Dacca, 208 ; 
reference to liis son, Kissen Das», 
208 ; his ooniincmeiit by th:» 
Nabob, 208. 

KaJ Kissen, Rapi. referonee to, 204, 
206. 

ItaJ SngcL-yagna^ reference to, 181. 

Ram Bazar, 187, 189. 

Ram Caunt, 1.53, 154. ^ 

Ram Chand, Dewan, reference to,al8. 

Raan Churn, l>ewan, appointed Oh- 
dadar of Mooragacha, 4 ; Dewan 
of Cuttack, 5 ; fought agaii^t a 
Mohratta incursion, 6 ; reference 
to, 46. ^ 

Bamchurn Roy, Banian to Vanjji^^ 
tart, 37, ^8, 83, 60, 84, 116. 

Rameswar, reference to, 4. 

Kamnarain, Maharaja, killed by 
Nabob Kassimaly, 44. 

Ram Sunder Bewarta, a brother of 
Nubkissen, reference to, 6 ; became 
an Ameen, 6 ; tttlc of Boy was 

• conferred on him, 45 ; reference 
to, 206. 

liftjAd Sti*^toh. o.f the Hyit oj^ Jtaja 
jtttidhftha>ttta JJeva JiaJtadur^ refer- 
ence to, 3, 4, 6, 9, lO. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Kesliub Ram, a 
zal}iii3dii,r, refercn<^ to, 4. 

Ray lay an, 80. 

Razo Bazar, 137, 139. 

Renault, Governor of Chandernagor, 
reference to, 17. 
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INDEX 


lleza Khan, Nabob Mafiomed, refer- 
^ ence to, 2, 28, 3l,%0, 64, 70, 117. 
118, 120, 121, 1^3, use, 171, 207. 
reference to, 1B9, 189. 
Royrayan Chain^ Ro^C reference to, 
4, 6, 107. 


RcgrrfJ^an Ommcd ^.Roy, killed by 
Nabob I^ssimaly,‘^44. ^ ^ 

Roy, Runj^et, reference to, 171. 
Rukmiiii Kanto Vyavabarta, re- 
ference to, 4. 


S. 

Saif da JKaljfcidrtimjx^ an encyclo- 
paedia of Sanskrit Icarninar, 
^ reference to, 4. 

Sabh-a, reference to, 18;i, 190. 

Sadakulla, Mo6nahee, 108. 

*Virf/««^,®'rcference to, 188. 

Saltib, reference to, 9, 199. 

'‘Sala Odocn Gawn, reference to, 8 1. 

balamis, battle of, 219. 

Sani/osi«, reference to, 188. 

Satya Yuya^ reference to, 181. 

Sayyid Ali, reference to his writings. 
18. < 

Selden, reference to, 1 88, 

Seeley, Rrofessor, reference to, 214. 

^^et. Ram Beliary, reference to, 138. 

belect Committee, reference to the 
proceedings of, 25 ; reference to an 
enquiry by, 32 ; reference to its 
sittings, 37, 38, 43 ; reference to 
the 'last meeting of, 52 ; reference 
to the appendix to the proceedings 
cf, 16Un ; reference to, 50, 62, 66, 
66, GO, 74, 75, 76, 112, 120, 121. 

Selections from, the Meeords of 
OOcermnent of Jntlia, Rev. Dong’s, 
reference to, 49. 

Selections front tJte State F^ajjcrs, 
“l^orrest’s, reference to, 53n. 

Selections from the Valcntta Gazette, 
reference to, 200ii^ 

Sen, Ghandi Churn, reference to his 
Bengali Avork on Maharaja 
Nuncomar, 12n., 121 n. 

Sen, Kului Chanc^^a, reference to, 186. 

Serainpore, reference to, 62. 

Seraj-nd-dowlah, Nabob, reference to, 
17, no ; his tyrannical conduct, 
10 ; excuses of his quarrel with the 
Knglish, 12 ; Orme’s account of his 
quarrel with the English, 12 ; his 
letter to the :^*esident of Calcutta, 
13; the conspiracy of liis * officers 
with the Council at Calcutta, 13 ; 
expelled the English Government 
from Calcutta, 13 ; his prohibition 
to supply the English with food. 


his’ -iuro“to“M^rsSote: IV: 

attaef on oSl'cutL, iT ; Cliv^Wevv 
Up his camp, 15 ; followed by Clive 
to Plassey, 15 ; his defeat a? 

f/- ’ intrigue with the 
^ lench, 16 ; deposed, 16 ; a charge 
ot looting his treasury by Nub- 
kissen, 18 ; the reported wealth in 
his treasury, I9 ; bastinadoed 
N uncomar with a bamboo, 103 • 
appointed twoEoujdars of HTooghlv’ 
109 ; reference to his court, 206 ■ 
was grandson of Aliverdy, 208 - 
208^^ attack on Calcutta’ 

^^norshedabad, reference to 
reference to the, 
208 ; their title of Jugat Sett, 208. 
feczawul of Bin d wan, Nubkissen was 
appointed, 150-168. 

Shah Alum, King, reference to, 25. 
^44, 46, 51, 115, 116. 

Shahmull, reference to, 30. 

Shah Jehan, reference to, 21.^. 
Shankar, 184, 

Shankari, a wife of Nubkissen, 203. 

reference to, 174, 191. 

Shi tub Roy, Maharaja, reference to. 

; a Minister to the 
Mussalman,Coiirt0207 ; reference 
™ili tary courage, 207. 
Shirlock, Major, reference to, 13. 
Shore, Mr., i?eference to, 167, 

Sillabut, reference to, 130, 131, 132. 
Sing, Chectar or Chitter, 165, 167. 

„ Oanga Goviuda, ISO, 187. 

,. Judoo, 167. 

,, Radha Gohind, 159. 

,, Tillook, 165, 167. 
Siyyar-wl^Jlfttta^herhty reference to. 

106. t 


Shetehes of Seng al since the fonndn- 
tion of Oalc'ictta, reference to, 17 On, 

Skinner, Mr., reference to, 44, 

Sntritis^ reference to, 188. 

S /tta, 46. 

Stioree, Jugmohun, reference to, 141. 

Soubah Bazar or Sovabazar, reference 
to, JS7, 139,205, 207. 

Soot^nutty or Chutanutty, Englisii 
settlement at, 9 j reference to, 87, 
88, 89, 90, 91-94. 204 ; reference 
to a hat at, 141, 442, 204. 

Spencer, Mr. John, reference to, 
33-37, 41-43, 72, 112. 

Sraddha of Nubkissen’s mother, re- 
' ference to, 120, 170, 179, 180, 181; 
193, 203. 
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Sfte Bhut, reference to, 11 4, 

Sree Kanta, reference to, 184. 

Srihari Dcva, reference to, 4. 

Sri Sri Bishweshwarji and Sri Sri 
Nava Krishneswarji, idols, reference 
to, 179. 

Stephen, Sir James, reference to, 103. 
105, 125, 124, 132, 183. 

Stirling, A., Persian Secretary to the 
Oovernment, reference to, 3. 

Btracbey, Mr. Henry and Mr. 
Kdward, reference to, 26, 27, 47. 

Subahs, reference to, 18. 

Sudra, reference to, 169. 

Sujah-ud-dowlah, Nabob, reference 
to, 1 ; Clive’s treaty with him. 44 ; 
levied an army. 111. 

Sukea, a wife of Nubkissen, reference 
to, 203. a 

Sumner, Mr., reference to, 62, 69, 70. 

112 . 

Supreme Court, reference to, 29, 126, 
127, 128, 167, 204. 

Jiyfe-ul-DowIa, reference to, 64. 

ISykes, Mr. Francis, reference to. 
32, 61, 69, 70, 76. 

T* 

Tabheezaries, reference to, 144, 146, 
147, 148. • 

Tacoor, Harikisserui^ferenoe to, 86. 

Tacoor Shewah,|||^e^K 2 ncc to, 80. 

Tajuddin, a Compauj^s Moonsliee. 
reference to, lO. 

Tamerlane, reference td? 216 ; refer- 
ence to the house of, 217. 

Tana, the fort at, taken by Clive, 16. 

Tarkabagish, Hadhakanto, Pundit 
Pradhan, reference to, 184, 186, 

Tarkapanohanon, Jagannath, refer- 
ence to, 184, 185, 187. 

Tarkasiddhanta, Kamnath, reference 
to, 194. « 

Titrihh referc#kce to, 18. 

Tahsil Dafter, reference to, 63. 

Tejcl;\^nd Bahadur, Maharaj Ohiraj, 
reference to, 156. 

Terraneau, reference to 18. 

Theodosius, reference to, 215. 

Thomas Aquinas, reference to, 188. 

Thurlow^ I^ord Chancellor, his refer- 
ence to Nubkissen in the House of 
T*ords, 2 ; reference to him by 
Macaulay. 7 ; his description of the 
proceedings against Hastings, 1 26. 

Titus Oates, reference to. 1 36. , 


Tids, reference J87. 

Townsend, Mc^etlUh, 226. 

Travail core, referMce to, 1 . 

Treat 3 ^ of lie^fTOtion, r^orence to, 
33. • 

€tf jMahtt Iluja 

J'oj^lf'ori^ery y rereieiu'c 
to. I^D^n, ISOnT * ^ 

Tumlook. reference to, 6, 

XJ 

reference to, 170. 

l^n/fub'Hshefi Jfectitrds o/" (worrfn- 

from^ reference to, 
14//, 1 13«, 1 14/1, ‘ 116/1. 

V ^ 

Vaid^'a, 1 0. 

Vaisya, 169. 

Vansiy-Jft, Mr. reference to^ 33-44,^ 
110,*^116, 172 ; appointetl OlCvernor 
of^JL^alcuttn, 43 ; his tleparture to 
a^^glaiid, 44. 49 ; his Minute on 
the bazar, 143-149. 

V* t, Governor, does justice to 
.SubkiSsen's services, 2 ; his mar- 
riage, 27, 193 ; reference to, 27, 
46. 54, 66. ^ 

Vidyalankar, Vaneswar, reference 
to, 181, 187. 

IVc/c of the /English Government of 
J/engol^ reference to, 172. 

Vikramatlitja, reference to, 18-^ 

'X'ya rafitita, reference to, 189. 

W 

Witddadar, reference to, 79. 

Ward’s Iliaiory of the Jli ndooa, re- 
ference to, 178 / 4 , 180, 16 In. • 

Watson, Admiral, reference to, 16, 
38. ^ 

Watts, Mr,, the Chief of Cossimbazar, 
refcrencesto, 12, 19. 

Wheeler, Mr , reference to, 115, 14 3, 
169. 

William of Orange, 219, 221. 

Wrangham, Miss, sister of Jolin 
Wrangham, referq^ce to her birth- 
day festival, 184. 

Wroughton, Mr., George, reference 
to, 168, 169, 162. 

Y 

Yar Beg Khan, Mahomed, Koujdar 
of Hooghly, reference to, 108, 109. 

YudhisthiRi, reference to, 181, 







